


 

The White Horse Inn 
At Eaton Bray 
Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk 
 

                    Midweek Six pound lunch 
                Monday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm 

           Great traditional pub dishes for £6 
 
 
 

January and February  special offer 
Monday to Thursday Evenings 
Pay half price for house wine  

when four people eat main courses 
(cannot be used with any other offer) 
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Joint Editor: George Crutcher
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637

Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons

34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com

Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200

Circulation Manager: John Plater
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095

Treasurer/Leafl et Enquiries: Ken Coates
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868

Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren

 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors or one 
of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage
‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow 
3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.
© Articles published in Focus may not be 

reproduced without permission.

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month. 
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Michelle Urbanowicz  on 
01582 668841

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 7.30pm, 
Contact Sandra Counsell 07979 521900

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.
Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group - 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray Village Hall, Sheila - 

sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD Classical Ballet classes, 3+yrs, 4.15pm, Edlesbrough Memorial Hall, 

www.kfpa.co.uk
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School Holidays) 

Northall Village Hall, Stacey Richmond 01525 222999/07957 607592
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Tuesdays Circuit Training - Edlesborough School Hall,  7-8pm -  www.simplesfi tness.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, contact 
Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, 

Contact Anna 221996
Wednesdays Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 693696
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit, Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes 4+yrs 4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, www.kfpa.co.uk
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Keep Fit class, Edesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Fridays
(term time)

10am-11.30am “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes. Contact Emma Whittemore on 
01525 376124
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Fridays
(term time)

Kids Club 6:00pm to 7:00pm Grace Baptist Church, Edlesborough (across from 
the post offi ce)

Fridays 6-6:30pm Crazy Abs abdominal workout - more info: www.simplesfi tness.com
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Saturdays KFPA Musical Theatre classes 4+yrs www.kfpa.co.uk, 10am, Edlesborough 

Memorial Hall
Sundays Sundays  Worship at 11:00am and 6:30 pm Grace Baptist Church, Edlesborough 

(across from the post offi ce) Barry 01525 229610 or Peter 01525 221048
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Saturday St. Mary’s church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning & Plant Sale, 10am - 12 noon
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 

693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Other Regular Events
12th Dec, 9th Jan Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. All 

welcome.
16th Dec Dagnall Over 60’s Christmas Lunch, Dagnall Village Hall
4th Jan Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton 

Bray Village Hall
20th Jan Dagnall Over 60’s 43rd birthday meeting and AGM
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
3rd Dec Dagnall Christmas Bingo, 7:30 Dagnall Village Hall, Sheila 01442 842404
6th Dec Coffee Morning & Christmas Fayre, 10am-12 noon, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
6th Dec Dagnall Christmas Fair, 1-3pm, Dagnall Village Hall
7th Dec Community Choir Concert of Christmas Music, 4:30pm, Dagnall Village Hall
11th Dec ELF lunch at the Cock Inn Wing
13th Dec Christmas Spectacular, Methodist Church, The Square, Dunstable, Tickets £5 

01582 873656
14th Dec Dagnall Village Carol Service, 4pm, All Saints’ Dagnall
14 Dec Christmas Carol Service 6:30pm Grace Baptist Church, Edlesborough (across 

from the post offi ce)
21st Dec Eaton Bray Methodist Church Carol Service, 10:30am
24th Dec Christmas Eve Candle Service, 4:15 & 6pm, St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray
10th Jan Music at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, New Year Concert, 2pm, Tickets £7.50, Box 

Offi ce 01525 222283
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EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

The front page picture uses a combination of adapted village photos and other 
images. The Edlesborough church photo is by Adrian Lewis and the moon photo by 

Phil Wood.

FOR SALE
Due to new Kitchen

Free standing 
Bosch dishwasher

one year old
£50

Tel: 01582 663758

FOCUS ADVERTISING
We are currently compiling the advertising pages for next 
year. If you would like to include your local business in the 

magazine which goes to 2500 homes, 10 times in a year, 
please contact Sally Siddons (details in the front of the 

magazine.)

FOR SALE
2nd hand child car seats

suitable for ages 4 to 11 years
Bases separate from the 

backs allowing use as booster 
seats

£10 each
Tel:01525 221806

The Focus Magazine committee wish all our readers a very Happy Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year. We thank you for all your articles throughout 
the year, and thank the volunteers that post Focus 
through your letterbox. We would remind you that 
the continued support of business 
advertising enables us to distribute the 
magazine throughout the villages 
for free.
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The latest traffi c count has shown an 
increase in the number of HGVs using the 
A4146.  This has risen to 365 HGVs a day, 
an increase of 7% from 2012.
Traffi c levels and speeding have been 
an issue for locals for many years.  The 
EDaN Project has been campaigning to 
reduce speeding along this road and lower 
the number of HGVs using the A4146.  
The route runs through the villages of 
Waters End, Dagnall, Edlesborough and 
Northall.
A new community website has been 
launched to share experiences of these 
traffi c problems: www.edanproject.
com  You can share your stories on this 
site as well as add photos and links to 
YouTube videos.  It is hoped that this 
will raise the profi le of the issue with the 
local authorities and give real examples 
of the problems faced by residents.  The 
traffi c count in July 2014 showed that 
HGV traffi c peaked between 3pm and 
4pm, which coincides with the school 
run.  During this period an HGV passed 
Dagnall School gates at an average of 
one every two minutes.  That equates to 
1,000 tonnes of freight passing the school 
during pick-up!
Traffi c peaks during the evening rush 
hour, 5pm – 6pm.  During this hour the 
traffi c count registered 1,145 vehicles.  
That’s roughly a vehicle passing every 3 
seconds.  A huge amount of traffi c for any 
resident along this rural route.
As well as the volume of traffi c many 
residents has voiced their concerns over 
the speed of some vehicles.  However, 
Thames Valley Police has said they will 
not get involved in tackling speeding 
issues unless “there is some analytical 
data to support that there is a problem.”

As such, the Group has managed to 
obtain the use of a mobile Speed camera 
to measure speeds along the route.  The 
information will be used to put together 
a case for Thames Vally Police to take 
action against speeding motorists.  The 
new community website will report on the 
results of the traffi c monitoring and also 
Thames Valley Police’s response.
The website has been launched alongside a 
Facebook page  facebook.com/edanproject 
where anyone in the community can post 
messages and comment on the issues 
raised.  If you have a story you’d like to 
share or a point you’d like to raise this is 
the ideal place to do so.  Alternatively you 
can contact the group through the website 
and they will happily help you share your 
views.
The volume of traffi c, number of HGVs 
and speeding motorists has made many 
pedestrians feel very unsafe in their own 
villages.  This is compounded by narrow 
footpaths and in many areas no footpath 
for pedestrians. 
If you have any comments or would like 
to share your views or pictures with the 
community visit www.edanproject.com 
or post your message at facebook.com/
edanproject
www.edanproject.com
facebook.com/edanproject
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Bedfordshire Police are 
warning residents across the 

county to be on their guard now the clocks 
have gone back providing easy pickings 
for burglars. 
Traditionally the number of break-ins 
go up by as much as half when it starts 
getting darker earlier, so this year, as well 
as special operations to target burglars, 
the force is giving local people guidance 
on how to protect their homes against this 
seasonal increase in burglaries. 
Simple crime prevention precautions 
really can make all the difference. Thieves 
are essentially lazy and if they have to 
make a lot of noise, spend a lot of time, 
or risk being seen, they are unlikely to 
bother to attempt a break-in. Taking a 
few precautions now, and purchasing a 
few simple security devices to make your 
home more secure, is a small price to pay 
for peace of mind.
Make sure you do the following things 
to make your home more secure and help 
Bedfordshire Police reduce the number of 
burglaries this winter.
• Leave lights or the radio on so it looks 

and sounds like someone is at home.
• Lock all windows - thieves can wriggle 

through any gap larger than a human 

head.
• Fit locks to the top and bottom of patio 

doors.
• Visible burglar alarms make burglars 

think twice.
• Never leave garages or sheds unlocked.
• Check for weak spots and sagging 

fences on your boundary.
• Stop a thief getting into the back of the 

house where he can work unseen by 
fi tting a strong, high gate across a side 
passage.

• Be alert to strangers loitering in the 
street. If you don't recognise them or 
they are acting suspiciously, call the 
police.

• Don't hide keys under the mat or in a 
fl owerpot - it is the fi rst place a burglar 
will look.

You can download a comprehensive guide 
to protecting your home and property 
from the Bedfordshire Police website bit.
ly/1pFTcB3 or visit www.bedfordshire.
police.uk .
Vulnerable and older people can get a free 
security check and home improvements 
from the Bobby Van team, qualifi ed 
carpenters and security experts who 
provide
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Forty days after the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph bring him to the Temple to complete 
Mary’s ritual purifi cation after childbirth. There was a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of great age, having lived with her husband for 
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. Luke 2:36-38 
The verses above open the fi rst chapter of Walking Backwards to Christmas, my chosen 
Advent reading. Written by Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, it tells the Christmas 
story backwards, offering a new perspective on events and people. It is a mix of dark and 
light, including characters who are not in the familiar biblical text and it is a stimulating 
read that may re-ignite the dying embers of the nativity story of your childhood and put 
the life and light of Christ back into your Christmas. 
December and January are not my favourite months, the days are just too short.  When I 
get up in the morning it’s dark and by 5pm as I walk across to say evening prayer in the 
church it’s already dark again.  Add to that the frenzied shopping, the advertisements for 
gifts that evidently our families and friends cannot do without and trolley loads of food 
that we cannot possibly consume without ending up with severe indigestion.  On the other 
hand, if that food is for the Foodbank, then that is great because it will bring light and life 
into the lives of those who are struggling.
The Christmas bank holiday is a time when most families have an opportunity to get 
together.  However, for some it is a time of sadness as they remember family members or 
friends who have died in the last year.  There are many people who live alone and others 
who have no home - I wonder how they feel?  Thankfully there are charities and churches 
that support the homeless and the lonely over the Christmas holiday period.  I’m looking 
forward to sleeping out at St Albans Abbey (5th December 9pm – 7am) to raise funds for 
the Leighton Linslade Homeless Service.  It’s fi ne as long as it doesn’t rain but if it does 
I will have a better idea of what many people put up with on a daily and nightly basis.  If 
you can do anything, however small, to help ease anyone’s pain during this period it will 
be so valuable.
Returning to Walking Backwards to Christmas, 
on Wednesday December 3rd, 10th and 17th at the 
10am Holy Communion service I will be talking 
about some of the thoughts and characters in the 
book.  If you are free do come and join me.

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07799 494972)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com
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On Tuesday 11th November, the Parish 
Council held a meeting with the Developer 
(McCann Homes) and the Architect (DLP 
Planning), to discuss the proposal to 
develop land off the High Street, between 
Kingsmead and Chiltern Avenue, for 
housing.  The proposal is to build a mixed 
development of some 60 to 70 houses.
The Parish Council made it very clear 
from the outset that it could not support 
a scheme of that size, bearing in mind 
the fi ndings of the recent neighbourhood 
plan survey.  However, the Council is very 
conscious that in the current climate, with 
no up to date AVDC Local Development 
Plan, we cannot assume that our objections 
will be suffi cient to prevent the proposals 
being approved by AVDC. 
With that in mind, we discussed various 
aspects of the proposal with a view to 
identifying those features that could 
bring the maximum benefi t to the local 
community, if the scheme ultimately 
obtains planning consent.  Those aspects 
included the provision of a drop-off and 
pick-up area opposite the School, the 
adoption of a scheme for the affordable 
housing element that would give priority 
to local people, an appropriate mix of 
housing that would include bungalows 

to enable existing elderly residents to 
downsize, as well as providing smaller 
starter type homes for young families, 
and the possibility of a donation towards 
the new Pavilion.  We also explained 
the inadequacies of the village sewerage 
system, and how we would be looking 
for improvements to ensure that the 
current problems are not exacerbated by a 
development of this size.
Councillors were assured that McCann 
Homes intend to develop the site 
themselves and not sell it on once outline 
consent has been obtained.  That should 
hopefully ensure that whatever local 
community benefi ts are incorporated 
into the outline planning application are 
carried through to the fi nal scheme, if it 
gets approved.
The Architect proposed a public exhibition 
of the proposals prior to submitting an 
application for outline planning consent.  
The Parish Council made it clear that 
it would welcome such an exhibition 
and would use the opportunity to seek 
feedback from residents.  That feedback 
will be extremely useful when the 
Council formulates its response to AVDC 
regarding the formal application when it 
is submitted.

Many thanks to all the house to 
house collectors who knocked on 

doors in Eaton Bray, also to the businesses 
in the village who hosted a poppy box on 
their counter. A big welcome to our two 
new collectors and two new businesses, 
with an especial thank you to Anne Crofts 
who has retired after many years of both 
collecting and previously organising the 
appeal in Eaton Bray.

Our biggest thank you goes to all of you 
who put money in the collecting boxes. 
This year the total from all the boxes is 8% 
up over last year and stands at £2,314.12
The Royal British Legion relies very 
heavily on the annual Poppy Appeal and 
in this very special year we think that 
Eaton Bray has done the RBL proud.
Roger and Helen Wilkinson
(Poppy Appeal Organisers – Eaton Bray)
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www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”



12

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Heather Counsell

Friendly village Practice offering a wide range of health services including coils/implants, 
minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and repeat 

prescription ordering. Four Nurse Practitioners offering acute clinics with same day 
appointments. Also, midwife, health visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse Service. 

Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products

Special Orders on request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Stagecoach Theatre Arts
An hour to sing, an hour to dance, an hour 
to act... A lifetime to Perform!

Please contact the Principal,Wendy Ashman

01442 823181
leightonbuzzard@stagecoach.co.uk
www.stagecoach.co.uk/leightonbuzzard

www.facebook.com/stagecoachleightonbuzzard

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

01525 220994
07842 653832

Call Mark for a FREE no obligation quote
All work fully insured and guaranteed.

Plumbing   Bathrooms&

   Full 
   All General Plumbing work from : 

Bathrooms Installations inc Design, Supply, Tiling 
Leaking Showers

Dripping Taps   Toilets not flushing    Radiators    Drains

Qualified

City
Guilds
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For 

d idddddd

••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities



19

Discover a magical Christmas and create 
new traditions this winter. 
From enchanted trails to sumptuous food 
and visits from Father Christmas, there’s 
something for everyone
Wreath Workshop 6 & 8 December
10am -12noon Create an extra special 
wreath to hang on your front door this 
year £20 per person with refreshment, 
all materials provided. Booking essential 
01582 500920
Tree Dressing 6 - 7 December 11am – 
3pm Help to bring Christmas to life in the 
Chilterns Gateway Centre as you create 
decorations for the trees. Free admission, 
£1.50 per decoration to take home
Father Christmas   7, 14 & 21 December  
11am – 3pm Help Father Christmas’ elves 
to make magic reindeer food and then 
meet Father Christmas. Don’t forget to 

think of what you would like to ask for 
this year! £5 per child (includes gift)
Toddler’s Christmas  10 & 17 December   
11am  - 3pm. A very special weekday 
visit to see Father Christmas for under 
5’s. Help Father Christmas’ elves to make 
magic reindeer food and then meet Father 
Christmas. £5 per child (includes gift). 
Booking essential 01582 500920
Winter Trail   23 November – 1 January   
11am – 3pm Explore the Woodland 
Winter Trail. Get a map and clues from 
the Visitor Centre to help you fi nd your 
way. Free admission
Please note that car parking charges apply 
for all events. National Trust Members 
park for free.
The National Trust is a registered charity, 
number 205846

I would like to thank everyone 
who responded so generously and 

fi lled the tins for the British Legion Poppy 
Collection in Northall and Edlesborough. 
I was astounded at the fantastic amount 
collected by the staff and pupils of 
Edlesborough School this year - £269.16!! 
I have never collected or counted so much 
in one tin before!! It was so heavy I could 
hardly lift it!! You have really achieved an 
all time record! Many, many thanks for 
all your support in this Centenary Year. I 
understand that the wristbands were very 
popular - have we started a new fashion 
craze??
I would also like to thank all the staff 

and members of  Age Concern, Northall 
(£19.10) and the staff and patrons of "The 
Swan", Northall  for their continued very 
generous support (£90.42). I have been 
"Poppy Lady" in Northall since 1983 and 
"The Swan" has supported the British 
Legion every year to a similar generous 
amount (I make that about £3,000 over the 
years!) and almost certainly before I took 
over as well. Thank you all.
So far the sum raised has totalled a 
magnifi cent £378.68, but as I have not yet 
had some donations for wreaths we don't 
as yet have a fi nal total. I will let you know 
this in the February edition of "Focus".
Lorna Cubbage.
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If you lived in these villages back 
in 1999, you might well remember 
the SENT (Stop Edlesborough New 
Town) campaign that mobilised 
action when housing developments 
were planned for Cow Lane and 
around Slicketts Lane, Ford Lane 
and the Swallowfi elds Stables – 
proposals that were eventually not 
included in the AVDC (Aylesbury 
Vale District Council) Plan.
However, hot on the heels of the 
recent approval by AVDC permitting 
the building of 30 new homes off Cow 
Lane, an outline approach was made to 
Edlesborough Parish Council at their 
October meeting to build on the two 
fi elds to the southern side of High Street 
– effectively opposite the school and the 
Tithe Barn, effectively ‘infi lling’ all the 
Manor Farm agricultural land between 
the bus stop on High Street and the corner 
of Chiltern Avenue. A part of the meeting 
not reported in the November issue of 
FOCUS.
This land covers some 3.53 hectares – 
that’s an area greater than Edlesborough 
Village Green - so although the builders’ 
representative spoke of “around 60 
homes” there is a real possibility that this 
fi gure could be a lot higher. 
The outline drawings presented to the 
Council showed the sole access to the site 
to be from High Street – roughly opposite 
the corner of the wall surrounding the 
moat – that’s about 60 metres from 
Edlesborough School entrance, and whilst 
drop-off areas serving the school were 
mentioned, as was a pedestrian crossing, 
the additional traffi c that this number of 
homes will create will be considerable.
Although this development is not yet the 
subject of a fi rm proposal or a Planning 

Application, we do feel that it is important 
that residents of the villages – yes, all 
the villages are aware of this plan. 
We’re already due to feel the effects of 
a 6% increase in the number of homes in 
Edlesborough [6 homes on Manor Farm 
plus 30 off Cow Lane plus one off Chiltern 
Avenue plus 2 behind the Bell plus one 
on Summerleys] and these will impact 
upon us all (on local schools, on health 
provision via the Cow Lane doctors’ 
surgery, on local shops – not least the post 
offi ce, on traffi c and parking congestion, 
on the already overloaded (?) sewerage 
system and on other services). 
It will not be just on those who live in 
one of the 45 or so homes overlooking or 
adjacent to these two fi elds who will be 
affected. 
And before anyone thinks ‘ah, but that 
won’t affect me’ you might care to take a 
look at other land that has been put forward 
by landowners to AVDC for inclusion in 
their current review of available land for 
building:-
• 4.89 hectares of land off Leighton Road/

to the rear of High Street
• 17.11 hectares of land on the NE side of 

Leighton Road ie: the whole of the land   
from the junction of Pebblemoor with 
Leighton Rd, right back to Manor Farm
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This means that if the Manor Farm land is 
developed, and the second of these areas 
zoned for housing, those houses will cover 
the entire area from High Street to the 
end of Pebblemoor … think about it for 
a moment and you will see why we have 
chosen to resurrect the Stop Edlesborough 
New Town title.
If you are one of those residents who are 

concerned about this proposal, please 
register your interest by emailing sent2@
gmail.com and we will add your name 
to our contact list and keep you updated 
as more information comes to light. We 
would also be interested to hear your views 
and to share any additional information 
you might have.

Dunstable & District Orbit Club held a 
quiz night on 25th October at Billington 
Village Hall. Eight teams took part and 
£600 was raised on the night, which will 
be added to over the Orbit year with other 
events and then the money split between 
Autism Bedfordshire, The Cinnamon 
Trust and Paul Strickland Scanner Appeal.

Orbit meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at Dunstable Rugby Club at 8pm. 
So if you feel you would like to fi nd out 
about our friendly club, do come along or 
visit our website www.orbitclub.org.uk/
dunstable or call 01525 222441.
Jill Richards
Publicity Team

Dagnall Over Sixties had an amusing 
and spellbinding talk on The Great Train 
Robbery in November.
Mr. Hugh Granger brought the whole 
episode back to our memories, with many 
references to local places.
On December 16th we have our Xmas 
Lunch in the village hall, with crackers, 
carols and Christmas food.

On January 20th we have our 43rd 
Birthday meeting, with songs from the 
children, AGM and Birthday cake.
We are delighted to welcome New 
members Richard and Jeanette Bamford 
from Dagnall.
Please contact Rosemary if you would 
like to join us, Tel 01442 843202.

Congratulations to the 
members of Front Row theatre 
group, their latest performance, 

The Cemetery Club was 
excellent, must rank as one of 
the best they have produced.
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Edlesborough Parish Council is pleased 
to announce that it is in the process of 
applying for planning permission for 
the creation of a new Sports Pavilion in 
place of the existing building that has 
served the parish for over 30 years but is 
not now 'fi t for purpose'. Requirements 
for changing room facilities have been 
upgraded by the various sports bodies. 
Provision for facilities to cover the new 
environment where sports offi cials may 
be of mixed gender and provision for the 
less able-bodied are essential. All of these 
the parish council endorses together with 
facilities for parishioners to better enjoy 
The Green.

It is worth remembering how far we have 
travelled on this project and Edlesborough 
Parish Council wishes to recognise the 
great work that the Steering Group, under 
the chairmanship of Ken Holloway, has 
performed in getting us to this point.
Early in 2013 the then chairman of 
Edlesborough Parish Council, Cllr Kevin 
Cubbage, invited the sports clubs using 
The Green and the Pavilion to begin 
joint discussions on the future policies 
and  costs of using the current facilities 
and  to gain a view on the development 
of the sports going  forward. Part of 
the discussions considered the possible 
replacement of the current pavilion that 

was considered not fi t for purpose, Also 
the visual and practical usage aspects 
from both the  inside and the outside of 
the pavilion were discussed. Following a 
few meetings the group determined that 
we should put this before the residents of 
the parish to gain their opinions and input.
In June of last year two public meetings 
were held to  share our thoughts with 
residents. Presentations were made by 
the parish council and the sports clubs.. 
Part of the meeting was given over to the 
recording of residents suggestions. In all 
over 90 comments and suggestions were 
received. The positive feedback during 
the meeting resulted in an immediate 

proposal to form a Steering 
Group comprising  sports club 
representatives, local residents 
and some parish councillors to 
take the ideas forward.
The feedback from the June 
meetings took place on The 
Green during the 2013 July 
Carnival and the Steering 
Group set up a website 

with further information. The logo for 
the website was designed following a 
competition for the pupils of Edlesborough 
School. Information is available via the 
Edlesborough Sports and Social Club 
website www.edthepav.org.uk or via their 
Facebook page.
All along the journey the parish council 
has had the requirement to ensure that 
constant publicity and communications 
have taken place with parishioners. It has 
been a standing item on the agenda of every 
parish council meeting since. Progress 
also appears via parish council minutes on 
our website www.edlesborough-pc.gov.
The Steering Group met several times 
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following its establishment and at the end 
of November of last year more public 
meetings were held to update parishioners 
on the progress made. The Steering Group 
set up a smaller group with specifi c roles 
to apply for a grant to pay for initial work. 
This was successful and included the 
costs of a professional architect to draw 
up specifi c plans for the new building.
At the end of October this year these plans 
were put on view in two 'Open House' 
sessions in Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
to continue our policy of continuous 
communications. The sessions were 
well attended and the feedback was 
constructive.
There is still a long way to go before these 
plans can become a reality and the Steering 
Group will need our help and support 

and that of parishioners. They are in the 
fi nal stages of applying for charitable 
status. Getting planning permission is 
another step for them to be able to access 
the considerable grant funding, from the 
various sports bodies and other charities, 
that will be required to make the plans a 
reality.
We will continue to keep you informed 
at each step of the way via our website, 
our Facebook page, through Focus and 
directly to those who provided their email 
addresses at the 'Open House' sessions.If 
you would like to have your email added 
to our mailing list please let our clerk, 
Penny Pataky know by email  clerk@
edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Alan Williams
Chairman, Edlesborough Parish Council

With a busy Autumn Concert Season 
safely negotiated and very much enjoyed 
by audiences and Choir members alike we 
now must turn our attention to Christmas.
We will be staging a FREE CONCERT 
OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC at 4:30pm 
on SUNDAY 7th. DECEMBER at 
DAGNALL VILLAGE HALL. Interval 
refreshments will be provided. We will 
welcome contributions and the proceeds 
will go to a Children's Charity.
There will be music for all the family with 
some really beautiful Christmas songs that 
most of us had never heard before. They 
range from a medieval old English song, 
fi rst published in 1532 and sung partly in 
Latin, to a song about Father Christmas 
getting stuck in a chimney. Also in a pitiful 
effort to curry favour with our Continental 
Cousins we will also be singing a German 
Carol. 
To be honest, the song that is causing 
us most diffi culty is one that consists 

of loads of "Dings" and 
"Dongs". Now you would 
be forgiven for thinking that 40 odd 
reasonably intelligent, fully developed 
human beings might be able to distinguish 
between a "ding" and a "dong".  Not so! 
The male members of our choir, much 
to their consternation, are, not to put too 
fi ne a point on it, struggling. There have 
been discussions as to how best to cope 
with our incompetence in this area and a 
compromise suggestion was considered. 
This was "dung".
We hope that you will take the opportunity 
to come and listen to the results of our 
efforts and maybe join in with some of the 
more familiar Carols. Song sheets will be 
provided.
Thanks to all who have supported us at 
various appearances this year and we 
hope that we may have the opportunity to 
entertain you in the New Year. Meanwhile 
we wish you all a very Happy Christmas.
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Councillor Resignation and Vacancy
Cllr Mrs Prys-Jones has resigned from 
her position as a Councillor for the 
Edlesborough Ward. Marilyn has served 
on the Council for more than 12 years.  The 
Council thanks her for her hard work and 
dedication to the role.
This now creates a vacancy for a new 
Councillor to represent Edlesborough.  
Any person wishing to know more about 
the role should contact the Clerk (details 
below).
Pavilion
Following the two Parish meetings on 
the 23rd and 25th October 2014 at which 
the latest plans for the new Pavilion were 
presented, EPC will now be making an 
application to AVDC for planning approval.  
Discussions will now begin on formulating 
an appropriate lease.  EPC will continue to 
keep parishioners updated on the progress 
of the new pavilion.
For more information please follow 
the Edlesborough Community Sports 
Club at www.facebook.com/pages/
Edlesborough-Community-Sports-
Club/819620651391250?fref=ts
DLP Planning
DLP Planning contacted Edlesborough 
Parish Council shortly before the Parish 
Council Meeting on 16th October 
2014 asking if they could make a short 
presentation about a possible development 
in Edlesborough on the land between 
Chiltern Avenue and Kingsmead. 
• A brief information pack was forwarded 

to the Parish Council a few days before 
the meeting.

• At the meeting DLP Planning gave a 
short presentation on behalf of their client 
McCann Homes outlining the initial 
plans. The purpose of the presentation 

was to SHARE information, it was not a 
question and answer session.

• At the time of writing this report 
no planning applications have been 
submitted. 

• McCann Homes have stated that they will 
be hosting a public meeting to engage 
with Parishioners before submitting a 
planning application.

Gadsden Walk, Dagnall
In 2003 Edlesborough Parish Council 
leased a strip of land in Dagnall with the 
intention of creating a footpath between 
the recreation ground and Dunstable 
Road. Due to many issues predominantly 
road safety, this footpath has never been 
opened. On Thursday 16th October at the 
EPC Meeting Councillors, some of whom 
have been in the Council for most of the 
years this project has been live, considered 
the events during the project, the notes 
from the public meeting and the votes of 
the Parishioners in Dagnall and concluded 
that there was no solid case for proceeding. 
It was therefore unanimously agreed not to 
continue with the project and to return the 
lease and land to Aylesbury Vale Housing 
Trust.
Summary of the Voting Slips:

Number of names on the Electoral 
Register (eligible to vote) - 425
Number of forms returned - 71
Number IN favour of opening the path 
- 36
Number NOT in favour of opening the 
path - 74
Number with no strong opinion – 17

New LED Street Light in Main Road 
North, Dagnall
A new steel column and light was due to 
be installed in November between the 
roundabout and The Red Lion pub.  The 
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light is the LED type which is planned 
to be used in due course through out the 
parish.  The light is fi tted with a special 
lens to project as much light as possible 
along the pavement.  The Council would 
welcome any feedback from residents.
Allotments
We currently have allotments available at 
our Cow Lane, The Green and Northall 
sites. If you would like to take on an 
allotment please contact the Parish Clerk 
for more information. 
Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting
This next meeting will be held at 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall on Thursday 
18th December 2014, commencing at 
7:30pm. Minutes of previous meetings 
can be found on the website www.

edlesborough-pc.gov.uk 
Contact Information
Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council:
Clerk:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358
Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Manager of Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 
Pavilion, Playground & Green:  
Penny Pataky 01525 229358
Email:  manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Responsible Finance Offi cer/Planning to 
Edlesborough Parish Council:
Lin Sargeant:  01525 220859
Email:  rfo@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk  
Website: 
www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: 
www.facebook .com/
EDANParishCouncil

We would like to wish all 
our volunteer drivers and 
passengers a very Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year and thank all the drivers for 
the wonderful work they do throughout 
the year.  Without these people taking 
the time to volunteer, there would be no 
Community Transport Service to offer to 
the villagers who so desperately need it.
I would also like to Thank Peter William’s, 
our co-ordinator, who again, without all 
the time and effort he puts in on a daily 
basis, we would not be operating.  Thanks 
must also go to Viv Hill, who took over 
the job of matching passengers to drivers, 
for the fi rst few months of this year when 
Peter took a well earned break, the whole 
operation ran smoothly and no trips were 
refused.
At the time of writing, there is no snow 
forecast, but should we get some in the 
coming months, it would be really helpful 
to have some drivers who have 4x4 cars 

that can cope with the weather conditions.  
Even if you could only help out while 
we have the snow it would be extremely 
helpful and a lifesaver for the villagers 
who have medical appointments that they 
might not otherwise be able to get to.
If you feel this might be something you 
could help with and you would be willing 
to go on a reserve list in case of snow, I 
would love to hear from you.  Please give 
me a call.
If you would like to fi nd out more about 
becoming a volunteer driver for EDaN 
or just helping if we get any snow, please 
give me a call, Kathy, on, 01442 842796 
or 0779 0537032. 
If you would like to book a trip with 
Community Transport please call Peter 
Williams on 01442 842506
Kathy Bovington On behalf of 
the EDaN Community 
Transport Team – helping in 
the local community
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Dear Villagers
My husband and I occasionally analyse villages we visit and always come back to the same 
conclusion. How fortunate we are to have such a lovely variety of local shops. But the reality is 
we all want a good deal so shop around. I have done this but my time and often petrol is money, so 
sometimes it may be a bit dearer to shop locally, but actually work it out, is it? I love walking into 
a shop and they know me and give me an honest opinion, not just see the pounds signs. 
We have a fabulous Indian, Chinese and fi sh and chips, good up to date hairdressers, a garden 
centre which sells good quality plants and the owners have a wealth of knowledge. Nisa and 
Premier shops with a post offi ce, which sell an amazing amount of bits, a doctors surgery, pharmacy 
and dentist! A few estate agents, a fl orist, a cafe and of course there is Janes. Janes sell almost 
everything with amazing personal service. I am biased though as I married one of them!
How many know of our local bakery at the top of The Rye. close to Mead Open Farm. It is  called 
Amore Bakeries and is another great place to visit. The bakery does delicious mixed boxes of cakes, 
as well as cater for cake decorating parties. We also still have village pubs and restaurants and not 
forgetting all of the local businesses. You just have to look through Focus to see the wealth of what 
we have, we are so fortunate.
If we don't use what we have locally, we will lose it. So many villages shops have closed, make sure 
ours are not included.
USE THEM OR LOSE THEM.
Laura Janes

The children of Dagnall School have 
been thinking about Remembrance Day 
and have put their thoughts and ideas into 
making Acrostic poems.

Poppy
Poppies are red
On the land.
People died.
People cried.
Young people live.

Bodien Dirks, Year 1

Armistice
Always think of those that died.
Remember poor soldiers that fell.
Millions of soldiers who will never return.
In dark trenches the men would hide.
Sore men lay in the battlefi elds.
Thousands of men were taken to prison 
camps.

Infi nity number of men lost their lives to 
protect us.
Crying men screamed and shouted.
Even young men were forced to fi ght in 
the war.

Emma Skinner, Year 2

Armistice
All the people that died in the war.
Red will always remind us of soldiers.
Men who lost their lives.
It was really terrible!
Solid helmets to protect them.
They crawled through trenches.
Infi nity shooting and slicing.
Camoufl age suits to keep them safe.
Even great great granddads fought.

Ash Swan, Year 2
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson
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Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 31 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

• Window Cleaning
• Conservatory Cleaning
• Fascia & Gutter Cleaning
• Solar Panel Cleaning

T: 01525 234120
M: 07807 973871

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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CHRISTMAS TREES
FRESH FROM THE FARM

Top Quality Christmas Trees
Direct From The Grower

We are situated on the B4506
between Ringshall and Dagnall

Look out for the
Giant Father Christmas

GI Rogers & Son

Tel: 01442 842299
* winner of the best spruce 2009 *

£2 OFF ANY TREE WITH THIS ADVERT

CHARITY CHRISTMAS PUZZLE 2014
It is nearly time for this year’s Charity Christmas Puzzle, the 24th 
annual Puzzle that Gordon Gray has set. It has a theme designed to help 
completion and will appeal to people who enjoy doing word puzzles. 
With entries from around the world, Puzzlers have plenty of time to fi nd 
the answers and Puzzles should be returned, with a donation, by 25th 
January.

Four highest scorers will each receive a £30 prize.
Everyone who enters will qualify for one of fi ve £10 prizes.

Copies of the Puzzle can be accessed from the web at www.
christmaspuzzle.co.uk. You can register early to receive a copy on the 
issue date of 8 December. 

Over £57,000 raised for charity
£6,000 donated last year

This year’s puzzle will support St Mary’s Fabric Fund plus four other 
charities. If you want further details contact Gordon Gray on 01525 
220136.
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY

Design

Supply 

Installation 
Our installations are of the highest standards!

 

J ABLE BATHROOMS
New Showroom Opening  in Edlesborough !

 (Just past the village shop)

We have suites in a wide range of styles to suit any budget.
Drop in or ring to make an evening appointment at the showroom. 
You can also ring to arrange a home visit at your convenience.

We offer a complete design, supply and installation service. 

J ABLE BATHROOMS THE LOCAL BATHROOM EXPERTS YOU CAN TRUST
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Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Stairwells

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS Edlesborough 
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Seasonal MusicSeasonal Music
For all the familyFor all the family

Presented byPresented by
Dagnall Community ChoirDagnall Community Choir

  Sunday 7th December at 4:30pmSunday 7th December at 4:30pm
 Dagnall Village Hall Dagnall Village Hall

Free entry - Mince pies & mulled wineFree entry - Mince pies & mulled wine
plus a visit from Father Christmasplus a visit from Father Christmas

Retiring collection in aid of the “Make Some Noise” charityRetiring collection in aid of the “Make Some Noise” charity

Coffee Morning 
with Christmas 

Fayre
 Saturday 6th 

December
 10.00 to 12.00
Eaton Bray 

Methodist Church

Dagnall 
Christmas 

Bingo
Third Festive Bingo 

In memory of Basil Thorne
Wednesday 3 December

7.30pm for 8pm start
 Dagnall Village Hall

Bring Your Own Party Food for the 
buffet – please bring a plate of sweet 
or savoury or drink of your choice 

Raffl e
 Any enquiries please phone

Sheila on 01442 842404
or Helen on 07825 778930

Proceeds to Dagnall Village Hall
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Dagnall Christmas FairDagnall Christmas Fair
6 December6 December
Time 1-3pmTime 1-3pm

Dagnall Village HallDagnall Village Hall
Santas grotto, childrens games & crafts, Santas grotto, childrens games & crafts, 
tombola, raffl e, stalls selling books, cards tombola, raffl e, stalls selling books, cards 

and handmade crafts, Dagnall‛s fi nest and handmade crafts, Dagnall‛s fi nest 
refreshments, face painting, tattoosrefreshments, face painting, tattoos

All proceeds to Dagnall School & Dagnall Under FivesAll proceeds to Dagnall School & Dagnall Under Fives
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G

 &
 J GroundworkG

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting
We look after any 

animal from
hamsters to horses

Tel: 07756 930814
Email: crittercare@sky.com

    

       For a top quality 
 decorating job call 

Marc Flack 

01525 223166 

 

     
    Trading locally for 10 years 

       References are available 
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd 
23 The Green, Edlesborough, LU6 2JF 

 

Your local IFA for impartial Personal or 
Corporate advice on: 

• Mortgages 
• Pensions & Annuities 
• Insurance 
• Savings & Investments 

 
Call Paul Pearce on 01525 220480 or email 

paul@finpru.com for a no obligation initial discussion 
 
 

 
Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd is authorised and regulated  

by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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Top: Tracks in the snow by 
John Hockey

Middle: The Red Lion 
Dagnall at dusk by Phil 

Wood

Bottom: Tree with natural 
Christmas decoration, Eaton 
Bray by Richard Woodhead
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Edna Moore would like to thank 
all her family and friends for 
their help and support at her 
coffee morning held in aid of 
both MacIntyre Homes for the 
Mentally Handicapped and St 
Marys Church Eaton Bray toilet/
kitchen extension. Taking into 

account the generous donations, cake 
sales, bring and buy sales and raffl e the 
amazing total raised was £3050.03.

Above: Kitchen volunteers
Left: Cake stall

Below: Team of helpers
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call

or email a.mcclelland_pestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants - hornets
fl eas - cockroaches - bed bugs - pigeons - magpies

rabbits - rats - mice - moles - squirrels - foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
mobile 0777 494 8415 or offi ce 01582 872158
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There was great excitement this week as our new 
School mini bus arrived. All the children were out 
in the playground cheering and waving as Mr Ross 
from Drivestyle in Dunstable drove our brand new 
bus into the School grounds.
We managed to hold Mrs Hawkes back for a whole 
24 hours before she was taking the children off to 

Totternhoe Knolls for a more challenging 
cross country run. We have many trips 
planned and hope you will wave to us 
when we are out and about.
Thank you Mr Ross from everyone at 
EBA!

Gift A Song 

Caritas Harmony Are Joined By Ladies 
from Herts, Beds & Bucks To Gift A Song 

For Macmillan At Christmas 
Christmas Spectacular 

6.30pm Sat 13 December 2014 
Methodist Church, The Square, 

Dunstable LU5 4NA 
Tickets £5 from Brenda on 01582 873656 

Children 12 and under free 

email - info@caritasharmony.co.uk            www.caritasharmony.co.uk 

Escape in South Bedfordshire
Discover a magical Christmas and 
create new traditions this winter.
From enchanted trails to 
sumptuous food and visits 
from Father Christmas, there's 
something for everyone. For more 
information visit: www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/dunstabledowns or call 01582 
500920
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 
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Dagnall School 

A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Dagnall School offers small class sizes, an exciting curriculum, excellent 

care and support and good links with the local community 
 
        Ofsted 2011 
“Pupils are confident, 
 very happy at school  
and curious to learn.”                      

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01442 842473    www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
 
 
                  
                     
 
                                      E-mail: office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk            
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 
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Dog Dog 
BehaviourBehaviour

&&
TrainingTraining

Your dog on the right track
LawesPaws

Professional help for you and your dog

Owning your dog should be a joy – if you are not 
fi nding this the case - let LawesPaws help

Vicky Lawes ACFBA MGoDT (MT)
CANINE BEHAVIOUR CONSULTANT & MASTER TRAINER

Experienced, professionally trained & in 
the comfort of your own home

Web: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Mob: 07765 287176

E: vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

Come and see us in our shop –
Unit 7B, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton 
Buzzard Road, Edlesborough, LU6 2HP.

Or check out our website –
www.completecanine.co.uk
And get free local 
delivery at a time 
that suits you.

Tel- 07854 102669
Email- info@completecanine.co.uk

Check web site for opening times.

We now have resident dog groomer, Julie, 
from Heads & Tails. Phone 07836 240467 for an 
appointment.

All things for your dog, sold locally.

*30 day challenge is for a limited time only. Terms & conditions 
apply. Please ask a member of staff for details.

Lettings 01525 371997   Sales 01525 377733   
www.mandmproperties.co.uk

O
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...TO
SELL OR LET YOUR HOME – OR WE W
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...

local people working for you

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT
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Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com
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Golden Girl! This is 
Candy Southern, she is 
a boxer cross. At 10-11 
years of age most dogs 
are starting to slow down 
but Candy is amazingly 
sprightly for her age. 

This playful and affectionate girl loves a 
game of ball and a good walk! We believe 
that Candy is house-trained and would 
cope with being left for short periods once 
she has settled in. She needs to be an only 
pet and cannot be rehomed in Luton.
If you feel you could offer Candy, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 

home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 
be happy to offer advice and information. 
We have restrictions on rehoming dogs 
to families with children under 7 years of 
age, so please ask for details.

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming 
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray,

Beds LU6 1QY.
Call 01525 220383 or e-mail:

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com 
(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

You can now follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter!!!

October saw the welcome return of our 
Saturday Cafe Community and such was 
its popularity that by 1.0pm, every available 
crumb of food had been served. 
The Rev Alison Taylor (once a member of 
our Sunday school !) gave us an inspirational 
service on the fi rst Sunday of October. 
She reminded us of the power within us, 
communicated by Christ, to change the 
world around us and share God’s love 
with all. This was followed on the second 
Sunday, our Cafe Worship Day, by a moving 
and thoughtful study  from Greg Obong-
Ohotse , who helped us to consider in detail 

the reassurances and challenges of Psalm 
23; ‘The Lord is my Shepherd.....’. Our 
Communion service on the fourth Sunday 
was led by our Minister, the Rev Nigel 
Wright, who examined with us the power of 
prayer as a means of keeping in touch with 
God, bringing solutions to the world around 
us and changing both ourselves and others. 
Prayer really does make a difference. 
Dates for your Diary:
Coffee Morning with Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 6th December 2014, 10.00 – 12.00
Carol Service on Sunday 21st December  
2014  at 10.30 am.

All dressed in our glad rags, 
once again we celebrated 
the Institute's birthday with 

a dinner at Dunstable Downs Golf Club. 
Before we took our seats grace was said and 
we remembered absent friends. We were 
served with a really tasty meal, as is usual on 
these occasions.
Refreshed, we all settled down to listen to 
the music provided by Steve Ashwell. This 

was just what we ladies love: tunes from the 
60s & 70s. Steve sang many of the old songs, 
and we joined in with our favourites! It was 
a lovely evening and great to see how much 
the food and the music were appreciated. 
Our thanks go to Steve and the staff at the 
Golf Club for making the evening such a 
happy one, and to Kathy and Elizabeth for 
arranging our birthday celebrations.
Val Harris



60

Central Beds Council (CBC)
Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk - 
Customer Services: 0300 300 8302 / Email: 
customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
A detailed list of services provided by CBC 
can be found by visiting:
http://www.eatonbray.com/parish-council/
fi les/central-beds-a-to-z-of-services-2014.pdf 
•  Housing Allocations Scheme: A new 

Housing Allocations Scheme will be 
rolled out across Central Bedfordshire. The 
changes introduced will make applying for 
social housing simpler, fairer and easier to 
understand.  For more information contact 
the Housing Solutions Team on 0300 300 
8302.

Bedfordshire Police:

News from the team
If you wish to contact your Local Policing 
Team then please call 01582 473411 or email 
LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@
bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
All information is confi dential and no names 

will be disclosed.  Please remember if you 
need to contact the Police: Non-emergency 
call 101 / All emergencies 999 
Village Beautifi cation
If you live in the parish and are interested in 
the beautifi cation of the village then please 
contact Eaton Bray Parish Council and join 
the EB Bloomers.  
Speedwatch
The Parish Council STILL NEED volunteers 
to join the speed watch group to monitor 
traffi c speeds on the parish roads.  If interested 
please contact Cllr. Mark Tomkins on 
07810 753878, between 9am-8pm or email 
councillormarktomkins@gmail.com.  
Overgrown Trees
The council wished to remind residents that 
trees situated on private land (not council 
land) and causing a nuisance to your property 
are not the responsibility of the Parish Council 
and that residents need to take the matter up 
with the land owner direct.
Bonfi res
There have been a spate of bonfi res in the 
parish recently, it is important to note that 
although there is no legislation banning 
bonfi res; smoke from bonfi res can constitute 
a statutory nuisance and possible action if 
the bonfi res are lit on a regular basis. Central 
Bedfordshire is not in a smoke free zone and 
only garden waste should be burned. Instead 
of having a bonfi re, CBC recommend that 
waste material be taken to a civic amenity site 
for disposal, or if practicable, composted or 
recycled.  If a bonfi re is being lit on a regular 
basis, for example every Tuesday at 6.00pm 
then it does constitute a statutory nuisance and 
possible action will be taken. If this is the case 
then you can contact the CBC Environmental 
team on 0300 300 8302 and they will take the 
appropriate action.

Three reported anti-
social behaviour 

incidents for 
September. Dog 

walking, Motorcycles 
riding around village, 
abandoned vehicle.

RECORDED CRIME 

Crime Type 
01/09/13 

to 
30/09/13 

01/09/14 
to 

30/09/14 

Violence against the person 1 0 
Sexual Offences 0 0 
Domestic Burglary 0 2 
Burglary Other 1 0 
Vehicle Crime 2 0 
Other Theft 4 0 
Criminal Damage 1 0 
Drugs 0 0 

TOTAL 9 2 

ASB INCIDENTS 

September 2014 

Nuisance  3 
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Future Eaton Bray Parish Council 
Meeting Dates
1.  Parish Council Meeting: Monday 1st 

December 2014 from 7:30pm at The 
Coffee Tavern (1st fl oor)

2.  Parish Council Meeting: Monday 5th 
January 2014 from 7:30pm at The Coffee 
Tavern (1st fl oor)

Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
For full detailed copy of the minutes for Eaton 
Bray Parish Council please visit the Parish 

Council website. 
A hard copy of minutes can also be viewed 
on the Parish Council’s notice board at The 
Coffee Tavern.
Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 
01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answerphone]

Emilie Sanders is climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro in support of Childreach 
International in August 2015. A variety 
of fundraising events are being organised 

so watch this 
space! In the 
meantime, if you’d 
like to donate, 
her fundraising 
webpage is: 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
emiliesanders1 , or to donate £3 text: 
UNLOCK   to 70007. Thank you!

During the past year a bell ringing team 
has been formed at St. Mary's Church, 
Eaton Bray. This is largely due to the 
comittment and support from our friends/
tutors/mentors at All Saints Church in 
Marsworth.  The Eaton Bray team now 
rings regularly for Sunday services, for 
weddings and has a monthly, Eaton Bray 
based, practice evening - usually on the 
3rd Wednesday. 
Sincere thanks to an Anonymous 
Benefactor who is supporting the planned 
renovation of our lovely bells.  They 
are in need of some structural alteration 
to both optimise them and to improve 

their handling, which is currently very 
challenging and diffi cult.  This work is 
scheduled to get underway in January 
2015.  A special thanks to acknowledge 
the efforts of Richard Stroud. Richard has 
done a great deal of 'behind the scenes' 
work to facilitate this renovation project.
In closing, our collective thanks to both 
our church and our communities for all 
your ongoing support and enthusiasm.  
Gaye T. Soule
On behalf of John Plater (Tower Captain 
- 01525 221095) and the rest of the Eaton 
Bray ringing team.
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Well the clocks have gone back, 
it’s dark when I go to work and 

it’s dark when I come home from work, 
and those lazy, balmy summer afternoons 
of sunshine, blue skies and tennis are but 
a distant memory. In fact I’m quite pleased 
to have forgotten most of the games I 
took part in. Nonetheless, our more hardy 
players continue to frequent the courts, 
often under the fl oodlights (well it would be 
quite diffi cult to play over the fl oodlights), 
taking part in Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday social games, not to mention the 
Mike Venn Trophy tournament which takes 
place annually over the winter months. Last 
winter we even avoided any snow on the 
courts, so we really were open for business 
all year round. This year, in case of snow, 
we have invested in a snowplough for 
court clearance duties, which will be kept 
under a makeshift canopy adjoining the 
clubhouse. It’s quite old and coughs and 
splutters a bit when you start it up, but so 
do many of our members. Chairman Stuart 
has been on a ‘how to drive a snowplough’ 
course and is now fully versed with what 
levers to pull in which direction to raise 
and lower the, err, well the bit that goes up 
and down at the front. All the snow cleared 
will be dumped in the skate park which 
will then become a ski slope, thus avoiding 
the need for residents of Eaton Bray to 
spend thousands of pounds on one of those 
ridiculously expensive ski holidays. Just 
bring your gear to the skate park together 
with a thermos fl ask and a pair of goggles 
and do your stuff there. See, we think of 
everyone at EBLTC.  
You’ll have read here last month (well I 
hope you did...) about our recent Final’s 
Day where no less than thirteen fi nals were 
played out to determine the elite of the elite 
from our little club. It got me thinking that 

those fi nals were in their 25th year, our 
fi rst competition having been held in our 
fi rst full year, 1989, the year that the Berlin 
Wall came down and Germany was fi nally 
reunited. That was a year that we shouldn’t 
forget in a hurry. It was the year Tim 
Berners-Lee, a British scientist studying at 
a research facility in Switzerland, invented 
a method of organising information which 
he called the world-wide-web (www). 
Where would we be without that? A gallon 
of petrol cost £1.68 (that’s 37p per litre), 
a Chinese protestor took on a tank in 
Tiananmen Square and a British Midland 
Boeing 737 crashed on the M1 killing 47 
people. In shipping, the Marchioness went 
down in the Thames with the loss of 51 
lives, and the Exxon Valdez spilt 11 million 
gallons of oil after running aground. Then, 
of course, there was the terrible football 
disaster at Hillsborough where 96 people 
perished. Happier events included the 
end of the Angolan civil war, new prime-
minister F.W. de Klerk started to dismantle 
apartheid in South Africa, and Sky TV 
was launched, enabling me to while away 
my Sunday afternoons watching Oxford 
United being beaten again. It was also the 
birth year of Sir Bob’s daughter Peaches 
Geldof, who passed away in such tragic 
circumstances last April. We may not live 
in an ideal world, but things weren’t always 
better a quarter of a century ago... And 
can you remember who won Wimbledon 
in 1989? It was, rather appropriately, an 
all German affair, with Boris Becker and 
Steffi  Graf taking the singles titles. Tim 
Henman didn’t play there until 1992, and 
it was 1994 before he reached Round One.
Finally some news of our club’s success 
in the South Beds League in 2014. We 
won four trophies over the course of the 
year – our Senior Mixed Division 2 team, 
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together with the Boys under 14s and the 
Girls under 16s all won trophies in the 
Summer, and the same Girls under 16 team 
also won the Winter trophy. Our Juniors are 
leading the way in South Beds, so if you, 
family members or friends would like to 
get involved in our success, just give us a 
call! We’d be delighted to hear from you.
For any further information about the 
club, including when we get together for 

our social tennis sessions up at the School 
Lane courts, or our various activities, you 
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 
Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart 
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara 
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all 
out and I’m not taking the snowplough 
for a spin, then me, Andy Cross, on 07783 
667338.

Year One are very lucky as they have 
been provided with a fantastic new 
playhouse. Our topic for this half 
term is Toys so we are busy making 
the playhouse into a toy shop. It has 
quite a few toys already, which have 
been donated by some of our class. 
A big thank you to all the parents. 
The new play opportunity has been 
helping us learn about money and 
everyone has enjoyed taking part. 
We are working hard to make sure 
it stays in good condition ready for 
another exciting day.

Sun.7th Dec.  9.00 am Eucharist   
    10.30 am Morning Service
Sun.14th. Dec.   4.00 pm Dagnall Village Carol Service
Sun. 21st Dec.  10.30 am Family Communion  
Christmas Day  9.00 am Eucharist   
  10.30 am Family Service
Sun. 28th Dec.  10.30 am Carol Praise
Sun. 4th Jan.  4.00 pm Covenant Service
Sun. 11th Jan.  10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 18th Jan.  10.30 pm Family Communion
Sun. 25th Jan.  10.30 am         Family Service with Holy Communion   
  3.00 pm United Service for the Week of Prayer for   
    Christian Unity at Edlesborough Methodist Church  
Sun. 1st Feb.  9.00 am Eucharist   
       10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is 
the Sony Award winning 
mid-morning show presenter 
for BBC Three Counties 

Radio. During his consumer hour he helps 
listeners with their consumer problems and 
now shares his advice with you. 
I HATE compensation!  There, I said it!  I 
hate it!  In fact, I have made it my mission 
during the last 13 years that I’ve been 
presenting a consumer show on the radio, 
to put people off making such claims.  If 
this shocks you then please read this article 
through to the end and you may understand 
my thinking.
To me, compensation in its real sense is when 
people look for a fi nancial payment even 
though they have not suffered fi nancially.  
For example: you buy a sandwich from 
the supermarket, get home and fi nd a 
plaster in it.  Most of us would simply take 
the sandwich back and expect not only a 
heartfelt apology for the mistake, but also a 
replacement sandwich.  There are however, 
an increasing number of people who would 
also want the supermarket to PAY them an 
amount of money for ‘emotional stress’.  
What a load of old greedy codswallop!
Why am I so against compensation?  
Well, it’s really very easy, it ends up 
costing everyone else money.  Every time 
someone receives a compensation pay-out, 
somebody else has to pay for it - normally 
other customers.  It’s not free money! If 
a company has to pay £2 million pounds 
a year in compensation claims, then it 
will charge its other customers £2 million 
pounds to recoup the costs.
Sadly, loads of people are after it now.  I get 
lots of calls every week from people saying 
‘can JVS help me get compensation out 

of such and such’?  Thankfully my team 
know my feelings and these callers rarely 
get on air.
You only have to observe the increase in 
the ‘no win no fee’ solicitors and those 
ghastly adverts that start with ‘Have YOU 
had an accident?’, to see what a thriving 
business claiming compensation is.  Sadly, 
I think it will only get worse and before you 
know it, everyone will be suing everyone 
else for each simple mistake made in life.  
Incidentally, many of the ‘no win no fee’ 
solicitors charge an absolute fortune for the 
service they have provided you with in the 
event of a successful claim.  You should 
always read the small print and understand 
exactly what you’re getting involved in 
before you sign a contract with them.  A 
successful pay-out of £1000 doesn’t seem 
so good when the solicitor takes £800 and 
you fi nd you’re liable for other charges.
So what SHOULD you claim for?  Out of 
pocket expenses are, in my opinion, totally 
justifi able.  But what’s the difference 
between out of pocket expenses and 
compensation?  It’s very simple - when 
a company makes a mistake which has a 
detrimental effect on you fi nancially, I 
think it’s reasonable for them to pay for 
this.  For example if you have to pay £20 
for phone calls to a company to deal with 
a problem they have caused you, it is in 
my opinion totally reasonable to ask the 
company to reimburse you the cost.
If I was having a new boiler installed and 
the plumber dropped a spanner on my tiled 
kitchen fl oor, then I would expect him to 
pay for the cost of replacing the tiles.  To me 
this is obvious and utterly understandable.  
Most importantly a judge would probably 
feel the same if it went as far as court.
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Why is it important that we understand the 
difference between compensation and out of 
pocket expenses though?  I’ll tell you why, 
because using the word ‘compensation’ 
very often antagonises companies.  They 
have a keen radar waiting to sniff out 
greedy little consumers desperate to make 
a quick buck and are often quick to dismiss 
such claims even though there may be 
a justifi able complaint.  My advice is to 

always ensure that you are only claiming 
for reimbursement of costs rather than 
looking to make a profi t out of a problem 
and ALWAYS use the phrase ‘out of pocket 
expenses’ rather than the dreaded C word!

Here are the 62 boxes Eaton Bray 
Academy and St Mary's Church have 
produced between them for Operation 
Christmas Child. They are now on their 
way to underprivileged children in time 
for Christmas.
Thank you to all who contributed and 
please save your shoe boxes, start knitting 
if you can, and keep your eyes open 
for bargain or free toys, toiletries and 
stationery items ready for next year.
Anne Johnson

Eaton Bray Academy

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Winners 

October 2014
£25   Jackie Meakins No.8
£10  Sofi e Alder  No.113

November 2014
£100 Eileen Roberts   No. 112
£25   Andy Norris   No. 52
£10  Chris Hawkes   No. 102
£10   Stephen French  No. 77
£10  Yvonne French  No. 95
£10  Isabel Pearson  No. 50
£10  Steve Hill    No  43
£10   Gary Newey   No. 86
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by Meadow Marquees, 
Houghton Insurance & Gastex Services
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In 1929 Robert Graves was already an 
established poet in Britain, but after the 
success of his autobiography, Goodbye 
to all That, he moved with American poet 
Laura Riding to live in Majorca, where 
he remained for the rest of his life. It 
was during his early years there that he 
wrote the 'Claudius' books. 'I Claudius' 
was published in 1934 and its sequel 
'Claudius the God' the following year. 
Told in the fi rst person, Claudius, now an 
old man, looks back on his life and his 
extraordinary rise to power, recording the 
horrors and savagery of those times.
Livia, Claudius's grandmother, the widow 
of Caesar Augustus, manipulates the 
Imperial succession through poisonings, 
marriages, murders and secret plotting. 
Tiberius, her son, is bloody and corrupt, 
keeping his honourable brother, Drusus, 
abroad until he can be assassinated. 
Tiberius is followed by his grandson, 

Caligula, whose insanity plunges Rome 
into even more decadence and debauchery. 
When Claudius inherits the throne, he is 
regarded as somewhat of a joke. Always 
sickly from boyhood, he stutters badly, 
has a pronounced limp and is not seen as 
a threat to the imperialists. In spite of his 
disabilities, his mind is sharp and years 
of observing the machinations of those 
around him, have given him the advantage 
of intellect.
This is a diffi cult book to read at fi rst as 
there are myriad characters with similar 
names, but the tales of battle, intrigue 
and debauchery soon grip the attention. 
Although written over seventy years ago, 
the story of an Empire's internal power 
struggles has quite a contemporary feel.
All the group found the start of the book 
quite intimidating, but we felt it was well 
worth the effort to continue reading.
 

Hello Everyone,
There is a defi nite chill in the air and 
some beautiful Autumn colours to enjoy 
but some plants are also still colourful and 
giving us pleasure.
Halloween and Guy Fawkes nights are 
gone but Christmas will soon be here.
There are decorations to be seen and 
enjoyed. It is hard to resist the temptation 
to buy all you see to add to your own 
personal collection.
On October 27th, the walking group 
enjoyed a lovely sunny day  as they
began their walk at Slapton Village They 
walked along the banks of the River Ouzel 
towards Leighton Buzzard, crossing over 
the River to join the Grand Union Canal 

at Church Lock. They continued along the 
Canal Tow Path to return to the start at 
Slapton, The walk was around 41/2 miles.
The R.A.F. Museum at Hendon visit 
arranged by Graham on October 30th 
was a great success and everyone agreed 
that the visit was well worthwhile with 
many very interesting exhibits to see. 
The group met for a light lunch and then 
continued their visit. Thanks to Graham 
for arranging this very enjoyable outing.
We wish you all a VERY HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW 
YEAR. Whatever plans you have ENJOY.
DECEMBER DATES
THURSDAY 11TH DEC. LUNCH AT 
THE COCK INN WING.
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POST OFFICE HOURS
Mon to Fri – 9am to 5.30pm / Sat – 9am to 12.30pm

No lunchtime closure. Closed on Bank Holidays

- Inland and Overseas Parcel Services   - Road Tax
- Foreign Currency   - Moneygram

- Personal & Business Banking (applicable accounts)
- Bill Payments

SHOP HOURS
Mon to Sat – 5am to 8pm / Sunday - 5am to 1pm

Open Bank Holidays to 5.30pm

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HH
T. 01525 220381  E. edlesboroughstores@hotmail.co.uk

Home Newspaper & Magazine Deliveries
Edlesborough, Eaton Bray, Totternhoe, Slapton, Northall, Stanbridge,

Tilsworth, Marsworth, Ivinghoe

- National and Health Lottery   - Free ATM
- Monthly Promotions in Store   - Mobile Phone, Electric and Gas Top Ups

- Fresh Bread and Cakes (orders taken)
- Fresh Fruit, Veg and Local Produce   - Off Licence (offers in store)

 - Greeting Cards and Stationery
- Laundry and Clothing Repair Service

YOUR LOCAL
VILLAGE STORE
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Registered Freelance Riding
Instructor

Just moved into the area and teaching
within a 10 mile radius of Edlesborough.

Teaching private clients on their own 
horses.

Experienced teaching all levels of ability,
age and discipline.

Fun, enthusias  c and confi dence giving.

Kate Broadway BHSAI
01525 792562     07841 053159

Established 1970
For all your aerial and 

satellite needs call Colin 
on 01525 374742

JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
DESIGN

ALL ASPECTS OF
LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING FENCING,
TURFING AND RAISED BEDS

TIMBER STRUCTURES 
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB 
GARDENS

BESPOKE WOODEN FURNITURE

FREE ITEMISED QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM



69

www.etctennis.org
Play tennis     Have fun     Socialise     Feel good     Join our club

Join via the website, or call Iona McLean-Hall on 01525 220562 for details

Website by Jupiterwill

New 100 Club
In aid of toilets and other improvements

at St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray

Contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com or telephone: 222691

Spend £2 to 
spend a penny

Monthly

 draws
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Cheeky Cherubs Childcare
Tel: 01442 843 846
Mob: 07774 323 439

Children of all ages welcome, from 
birth right though to their teens!

OFSTED Registered & DBS Certifi ed
Nicola Fowler

  

B
001525 220926  

33 Summerleys, Edlesborough lu6 2hr  
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PLLUMBING AND 
               HEEATING  
 For all your plumbing, Heating and Gas 

requirements  
 

Nossiter and Barnett Limited 
Plumbing and Heating 

 
Contact Matt or Jamie 

Tel 01525 229524 Mob 07802 270427 
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Are you an elderly or 
housebound resident ? 
 
Would you enjoy a 
monthly (free delivery) fish 
and chip supper ? 

If you answer is ‘yes’ to either of the above questions then 
please do get in touch. 
 
We run this scheme on the last Friday of every month but 
need your orders no less than 48 hours prior to this. We have 
a voicemail facility on our phone if we are not there to speak 
to you directly. All messages will be confirmed back to you so 
you know your order has been received. 
 
Please call on 01525 229 656 to place your order 
 OOrdinary people doing amazing things

Come for Coffee 
 

 For a warm 
welcome and a 
cheering cuppa 

Saturday each 
month in 

 
Eaton Bray 

10.00am – midday 
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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The Walk
1 Leave North West along the High Street to Cavendish Road (close to the ‘Red Lion’). 
Turn left upslope for 280yds to the footpath signpost and turn right along the path 
between hedges passing right of the village hall. Keep on the right hand side of the 
playing fi elds hedges to the right, go through the gap in the corner and continue on the 
fi eld edge with the hedge still right.
2 Walk through the wide gap at the end and bear left over the corner of the fi eld which 
may be under cultivation although a path should be well marked within any crop. Go 
through the narrow gap marked by a yellow topped post, bear right across the fi eld (a 
track should be visible) to the right hand corner of the trees ahead. Keep direction past 
the wood and carry on over the next section of fi eld.
3 Pass through the metal kissing gate and continue with the hedge to the left, towards 
the far corner. At an unmarked point, bear right across the fi eld and go through the 
metal gate under a crude metal frame. Keep direction over the fi eld corner, out of the 
gate and along the gravel drive to the road in Kensworth village. Turn right to the 
crossroads and left along Common Road to the signpost at the end of the driveway.
4 Turn left through the narrow white pinch stile marked by a yellow disc up the 
driveway and bear right at the yellow top post, keeping direction up the narrow hedged 
path parallel to the drive. Follow this path as it swings right, between the hedge and the 
fence, then through trees. Carry on along the track and the wider hardcore access road 
to Dovehouse lane at a corner.
5 Continue left/straight on, through the dip and carry on to the Tjunction at Buckwood 
Lane. Turn right for 85yds to the signpost; take the track to the left and fork left at the 
marker post up the path through the trees with the houses to the right. Keep direction 
on the fi eld edge and between the fences and the trees, follow the path left between 
fences and down through the trees to the road.
6 Turn left for 160yds and right through the kissing gate, uphill on the right hand fi eld 
edge with the trees to the right. Keep ahead past the fi rst marker post and step over the 
stile at the second marker post; bear right up the wide fenced path to the road.
7 Follow the road left into Studham village, down to the corner and turn right, towards 
the school. At the bottom turn left onto Studham Common and bear right on the path 

7 Miles 3½ Hours
Location and Parking Markyate is on the A5 trunk road, south east of Dunstable 
at the junction of the B4540 from Luton. There is a small car park on Hicks Road, 
between the village centre and the A5.
Grid Reference TL062164
Ordnance Survey Explorer Map no 182. Landranger Map nos 165/166.
Facilities No toilets. Shops, pubs and other facilities all close by in the village.
Start The crossroads in the centre of the village
Description An easy walk with some stiles and gates; good, well marked paths and 
few slopes.



76

through the trees on the right hand edge of the common. Keep ahead over the road 
and the footbridge; maintain direction still on the right hand edge of the now open 
common, with the trees to the right. Continue over the next road through the parking 
area to the boundary at the far corner.
8 Turn right, through the gap and up the fi eld edge with the trees to the left for 180yds 
to the signpost. Turn left between the gateposts, through the trees of Goose Hatch. At 
the signpost keep direction along the more substantial track bearing right then left, 
passing right of Beechwood Farm.
9 At the three way signpost on the junction next to Kennels Lodge, turn left and carry 
on along the road. Continue through the dip and up the slope to the signpost at Roe 
End Lane. Turn right up the narrow tarmac road past Roe End Farm to the signpost.
10 Turn left through the kissing gate and go up the fi eld edge to the far corner. Bear 
right through the gap along the grass path between fi elds, and continue with the hedge 
and the trees to the right all the way to the road. Take the road right, back into Markyate 
and the starting point.
Background Information
The legend of the ‘Wicked Lady’, a female highwayman of the 17th  century, has its 
origins at Markyate Cell. The Cell is a country house built on the site of a 12th century 
Benedictine Priory founded by the nun Christina of Markyate. The legend tells of a 
daughter of the house, Lady Katherine Ferrers (1634-1660), who actually existed but 
that is all that is known about her. She is reputed to have become a highwaywoman 
after she was forced into marriage and her inheritance frittered away by her father-
in-law during the Civil War. She supposedly teamed up with an accomplice Ralph 
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Chaplin, they terrorised Nomansland Common for some time before a robbery went 
badly wrong. Chaplin was caught and later hanged; Katherine shot and badly wounded. 
She managed to get to the gates of her house but died there; her body was picked up by
loyal servants and spirited away for burial. The legend has been fuelled by the 1945 
and 1983 fi lms, the fi rst was very popular, the second bombed badly at the box offi ce.
In reality Katherine Ferrers’ stepfather, Simon Fanshawe married her off to his nephew 
Thomas Fanshawe in 1648 (Simon did then sell off a lot of her property). Markyate 
Cell was sold in 1657 so it couldn’t have been the scene of her death. Nomansland 
Common is a long way from Markyate (about a mile south of Wheathampstead) to 
travel for a night’s thieving and get back again by dawn. There is no record of Ralph 
Chaplin ever existing. Records do confi rm that Lady Katherine Fanshawe died in 1660 
and was buried on 13th June 1660 in Ware on the other side of Hertfordshire. A young 
woman dying at 26 was not unusual in 
those days; it may have been in childbirth 
or any number of other causes.
Stories of women dressing up as pirates, 
soldiers and highwaymen have always 
been popular; this is possibly a story that 
sounded good at the fi rst telling and has 
aged well.

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is important to do this 
if we are to reduce these disturbances 
over our village.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 
fl ight noise the number 
is  0800 344 844. Email: 
n o i s e _ c o m p l a i n t s @
heathrow.com

The National Trust
South Beds Assn

Monday 1st December
The Story of Mediaeval 

Willington
Dorothy Jamieson, Local Historian

Monday 5th January
Frederick, Lord Leighton

1830-1896
Neoclassical Painter & President 

of the Royal Academy of Arts
Jane Kelsall, 

Freelance Lecturer in Fine Arts

2:30pm Salvation Army Centre, 
Bull Pond Lane, Dunstable
Visitors are welcome at £1

For further information
phone 01582 527790

St Mary's 100 Club 
Congratulations to the following winners:

December
1st prize Paul Robinson
2nd prize  Joan Horne
3rd prize  Gordon Gray 
If you would like to join the 100 Club 
please collect a form from www.
stmaryseatonbray.org.uk/Groups/100-
club or from St Mary’s Church, Eaton 
Bray.
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New 100 Club launched to support re-
introduction of cricket Colts Section

It’s hard to imagine a traditional English 
country village without a cricket club.
A cricket club is often at the heart of a 
village community - offering not only 
a team to represent the village on the 
sporting fi eld, but also to provide a social 
focus point for villagers of all ages. And 
with plans to build a new pavilion on 
the Green advancing steadily, the cricket 
club is presented with a great opportunity 
to leave a tangible legacy for the whole 
village – to ensure that Edlesborough 
Cricket Club will be an active part of the 
community for future generations. 
Consequently, over and above supporting 
the new pavilion project, our focus 
for the foreseeable future is on the re-
introduction of a Colts Section - to not 
only teach youngsters how to play and 
enjoy this wonderful game, but also to 
give them the opportunity to enjoy this 
very socially-orientated game and to make 
life-long friendships. 
But in order to help create a new Colts 
Section we need to raise funds: 
•  To send people on ECB training 

courses to acquire the necessary 
coaching qualifi cations

•  To ensure all coaches comply with all 
CRB requirements

•  To buy the appropriate equipment for 
all age groups

•  To re-introduce permanent (and 
vandal-proof) cricket nets on the 
Green

Therefore we are creating this Colts 
Section 100 Club, and 100 per cent of the 
money raised from this venture will be put 
towards the Colts Section project.
How it works
To sign up for the Colt Section 100 Club, 

just give us your email details and create 
a monthly £5 standing order to the cricket 
club with your bank, starting 1 January 
2015. If we fi ll the 100 available slots this 
will raise £500 every month - which will 
be shared 50/50 between the club and the 
monthly Prize Fund.
1st Prize - £125
2nd Prize - £75
3rd Prize - £50
On the last day of each calendar month an 
independent draw will be made, and details 
of the winners will be announced by email 
to all and winnings will be transferred 
electronically. 
If you’d like to join the 100 Club or would 
like more details then please email us at 
100club@edlesboroughcc.co.uk. 

Cricket dinner and great fundraising 
effort

Saturday 11 October saw Edlesborough 
Cricket Club have their annual Presentation 
Evening, this year held at Tilsworth Golf 
Club. 
The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of a cheque for £1,400 to 
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust – money raised 
by three players, Jamie Blackford, Nick 
Blackford and Damian Blow, together 
with Philippa Barclay and Claire Atkin, 
by completing the grueling three-day 
200km (128 mile) Nijmegen March in the 
Netherlands.
In fact the intrepid fi ve raised of grand 
total of £2,400 - £1,000 of which they have 
donated to the cricket club to support the 
proposed reintroduction of a Colts Section, 
to encourage youngsters in the village to 
take up and enjoy the game.
“We are very pleased to be able to make 
this donation,” explained walker and 
second team captain Jamie Blackford. 
“Despite all the training, walking 128 
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miles in three days in the heat of July was a 
massive ask. But it’s a big annual event in 
Holland and there were hundreds of other 
walkers taking part. And the support we 
got from the locals was truly amazing, it 
really kept us going even though we were 
completely spent by the end of each day.
“But we were determined to fi nish it, not 
just for all those who’d kindly sponsored 
us, but knowing that the 
money we’d raise would 
be going to such worthy 
causes.”
Claire Stubbs, who’s 
daughter Scarlett 
suffers from CF was 
full of admiration for 
the walking team, 
“All fi ve of them are 
wonderful and I know 
how much they suffered 
physically and mentally 
in Nijmegen because 
they told me all about it 
when they got back! But 
as far as Scarlett and I 
are concerned they are 
genuine heroes.”    

On the fi eld both First XI and Second 
XI narrowly missed out on promotion 
in the Four Counties Cricket League, 
but fi rst team captain Graham Simpson 
was pleased nonetheless. 
“Both teams have done remarkably 
well this season and we’ve defi nitely 
made progress on the fi eld of play. 
Signifi cant progress is also being made 
with off the fi eld activities. 
“The club continues to support the 
Edlesborough Community Sports 
Club’s efforts to develop a new sports 
pavilion on the Green, and we are 
working hard to develop our coaching 
workforce and practice facilities so 
that we can bring back a Colts Section. 
It has also started working towards the 

ECB’s Clubmark award. 
“All-in-all a lot of good work is being 
done to secure a healthy long term future 
for the club.”
The main awards on the evening went to: 
Batting: Chris Kimpton (1st XI) 556 runs 
and Tehmoor Abbas (2nd XI) 502 runs
Bowling: Ben Tye (1st XI) 30 wickets and 

Peter Bignall (2nd XI) 
18 wickets
Young Player of the 
Year: Ali Thorne 
Performance of the 
Season: Ehtisham 
Dar’s debut for the 2nd 
XI at home to Ivinghoe 
and Pitstone. He scored 
a valuable 30 runs 
batting at No8, then took 
6 wickets for 9 runs in a 
devastating 7 over spell 
to win us the game.
Furthermore Tehmoor 
Abbas also won the 
FCCL Division 7 
Leading Batsman 
Award. 

Claire Stubbs (left), whose daughter suffers from 
Cystic Fibrosis, collected the cheque for £1,400 on 

behalf of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust from walkers (L to 
R) Nick Blackford, Damian Blow, Philippa Barclay, 
Jamie Blackford and Claire Atkin. Far right is club 

Chairman Geoff Rawson. 

1st XI Captain Graham Simpson (left) 
presents Ben Tye with  his bowling 

award
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After a very dry September, October 
started calm and warm but then turned 
unsettled. Our weather systems coming 
from the South and South-West brought 
warm and wet weather.
October was moderately wet but it was 
average for the time of the year with 
85mm of rain. Who would forecast that 
the temperature on the 31st would reach 
21.2ºc breaking all the records? That’s 
English weather!
Station News: - 
Dagnall weather now has an app for 

your ipad & iphone!  Just go to the apple 
store, search for Wunderstation       and 
follow the instructions to Dagnall Weather 
Station. Now updated every minute.
For weather data 24 hours a day, updated 
every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.
co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall 
this site forecast and much more
If anyone has a question, comment or 
wishes to contact me please email: david@
dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 
843883

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

This shows the temperatures and rain fall
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With Christmas fast approaching you 
may be feeling particularly stressed at 
this time of year.  You cannot always 
avoid stress but the healthiest and most 
productive people are those who learn to 
relieve  and manage stress - taking time 
out for yourself is one way that can prove 
very benefi cial.
As stress builds up you fi nd you become less 
able to relax and tension develops causing 
aches in muscles, feeling tired and having 
little energy.   A massage can help break the 
stress cycle and trigger a relaxation response.  
Relaxed muscles and nerves lead to reduced 
levels of anxiety and stress and  release of 
endorphins – the feel-good hormone.
Did you know massage has all the following 
effects:
Helps remove waste products like lactic acid 
and encourage the muscles to take up oxygen 
and nutrients aiding a quicker recovery.
Stretching - massage can stretch tissues that 
cannot be stretched in the usual method 
which releases tension and pressure build-
up. 
Break down scar tissue  - this is the result 
of previous injuries or trauma and can affect 
muscle, tendons and ligaments. 
Pain reduction - tension and waste products 
can cause pain and massage can help reduce 
this is many ways and encourage the release 
of endorphins. 
Relaxation - muscles relax through the heat 
generated, circulation and stretching. 
A sports massage is a deep form of massage 
designed for active or sportspeople to stretch 
out and relax specifi c muscle groups or areas 
of the body.  It can help:
Maintain the body and generally keep it in 
better condition.
Prevent injuries and loss of mobility.
Improve range of motion and provide greater 
joint fl exibility.

Boost performance and 
improve recovery times 
following exercise.
Relieve muscular aches 
and pains and reduces 
postural tension.
So why not treat yourself or a loved one  to 
some well-earned TLC and reap the benefi ts 
of a therapeutic massage.
At St Judes our massage treatments are 
carried out by Chartered Physiotherapists.  
With their vast knowledge of anatomy and 
physiotherapy experience, you know you are 
in safe hands.
Special Christmas Offer:
Save £5 when you buy a 45 minute massage 
voucher and as an added treat we will 
give you a £5 reward voucher!  Offer ends 
31.12.14 Ts & Cs apply.

St Judes Clinic, 
 26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 13th Jan, 7.45pm
The Great Train Robbery

A television documentary featured 
Andrew Cook talking about his new 

discoveries about the famous robbery 
near Cheddington. No one has ever been 

charged with providing the gang with 
vital information about where to strike. 
Dr Cook has had access to investigation 
fi les. Now the society will hear more.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome £3
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“The Star – Bethlehem.”
I’m a publican, `for my sins’,
I own this inn – 
I provide rooms, casks of water, jars of wine,
Shelter for animals, donkeys, asses, kine,
It’s all due to the census you see – 
A man came with his wife on a donkey.”
“No” said I; “There’s no room, within.”
“No, not even were you Herod, the king”!  
“What’s that – what do you say?
“Let her sleep with the animals on the hay.”
“Well, she looks like her babe might be born
Soon enough, perhaps e’en before dawn”.

It was a starlit, silent night, I could hear the angels sing –
Three wise men arrived and gifts they did bring. 
It was just as I said the child it came, 
A boy, Jesus, was his name.  
The babe against his mother’s breast was curled; 
They said, He was to be King of the world,
Who would grow and reign in the hearts of man; 
For this was part of God’s great plan.  -
Men will tell the world of his birth, 
For He was sent to redeem the earth.  
It’s good in troubled times to share, 
The tranquillity of that young pair,
May their joy in your homes abide,
As you celebrate Christmastide -

Happy Christmas everyone, and best 
wishes for the New Year.  God bless you. 
Maureen

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11am
Songs of Praise 4pm
(3rd Sunday of the month from May to  Dec)
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9pm
Wednesday
Home League  2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please call Envoy Hilary 

01525 222087 / 07932 057490
E: hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



 

 
DDear Santa all I want for Christmas is 

aa new  COOKER because mine is rubbish 
aa  Fluffy Lounge carpet to sink my feet into 

a FFLAT SCREEN TV for my bedroom  
to watch Downton Abbey in peace...! 

RRoberts radio with cats on it.. (or dogs).! 
AAll from my favourite shop JANES 

44-88 High Street Edlesborough LU6 2HS   
TTel: 01525 220208    
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