
FESTIVAL 2014
Mid-Summer Music   :   Heritage Cra  s
Schools and Community Choir  Fes  val
Pain  ng and Flower Arranging Classes 
Medieval Knight :  Cream Teas :  Bar

www.edlesboroughchurch.org.uk
20th-22nd June



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new summer menu 
has arrived 
Try it in the 

restaurant, bar or 
garden 

The White Horse Inn 
At Eaton Bray 
Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk 
 

                    Midweek Six pound lunch 
                Monday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm 

           Great traditional pub dishes for £6 
 
 
 

2 
courses 
£12.50 

 

Monday to Thursday- 

Evenings 
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Joint Editor: George Crutcher
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637

Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons

34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com

Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200

Circulation Manager: John Plater
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095

Treasurer/Leafl et Enquiries: Ken Coates
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868

Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren

 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors or one 
of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage
‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow 
3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999

Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month



4

Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Contact Sandra Counsell 07979 521900

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.
Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Stacey Richmond 01525 222999/07957 607592
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Circuit Training - Edlesborough School Hall,  7-8pm -  www.simplesfi tness.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996
Wednesdays Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 693696
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit, Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays
(term time)

Northall School of Dancing classes between 3.30pm and 6.30pm. Contact Nicola 
Bisson on 01525 406647

Thursdays Buggy Push Fitness Class, 10:15am, Eaton Bray Park - www.simplesfi tness.com
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Keep Fit class, Edesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Fridays
(term time)

10am-11.30am “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes. Contact Emma Whittemore on 
01525 376124

Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire Casey, 
07792 508591
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Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 
715208

Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) Worship Service 11am-12pm. All 

welcome. Barry 01525 229610 or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 

07936 693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
3rd St. Mary’s church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning & Plant Sale, 10am - 12 noon
4th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall
6th Leukemia Research  Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. All 

welcome.
10th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
20th Dagnall Over 60’s Ploughman’s Lunch at Dagnall Village Hall 1.30pm
26th ELF walk from Eaton Bray Church 10am
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
3rd Village Treasure Trail, 10am-2pm, 6 Moor End, Eaton Bray £2.50
5th EDaN Car Boot Sale, Edlesborough Village Green, 9am-12noon
7th Dagnall Village Hall AGM in Village Hall 7.30pm.  All residents welcome
10-11th Artists & Makers Fair, Ivinghoe Old School Community Hub & Town Hall, 

10-4pm
11th Ashridge Spring Plant Fair, 11-4pm, Ashridge Estate Visitor Centre
17th The Great Edlesborough Fun Run, 10am, Edlesborough Village Green
17th Ukie Toones, Totternhoe Football Club park, 2pm, £5 at door
17th Night at the Races, 7pm to midnight, Eaton Bray Village Hall, £20 01525 220468
17th Peculi8 - Music at St. Mary’s church, Eaton Bray, 7:30pm, £8 01525 222283
18th Appledown’s Fun Dog Show, 11am, Appledown Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton 

Bray, Beds LU6 1QY
24th-26th St. Mary’s Pitstone 34th Annual Festival of Art & Flowers; 24th 2-6pm, 25th 

11-5pm, 26th 11-6pm
30-31st 11th Eaton Bray Village Hall Beer & Cider Festival, midday to 11pm, £3
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EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams: 
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an 
event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel:  01525 220361

Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831

Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: 
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

FOR SALE
MENS 25” WHEEL RALEIGH 

BIKE

SPIRIT S220 SUNTOUR 18 
GEARS

VERY GOOD CONDITION  £95

TEL: 01525 221131

ROOM TO RENT
IN DAGNALL HP4 1QZ

LARGE SINGLE ROOM 

WITH VIEWS ON GARDEN 

AND OWN PARKING SPACE

£100/WEEK ALL INCLUSIVE

SUITS PROFESSIONAL

FOR ENQUIRIES AND 

VISITS RING 07900 498476

FOR SALE 
 FOOTJOY JUNIOR GOLF SHOES 

GOOD CONDITION  SIZE 3  £8

DUNLOP JUNIOR MAX GOLF 

SHOES – GOOD CONDITION SIZE 

5.5 BLACK  £6

VIBRAM WATERPROOF 

WALKING BOOTS SIZE 5, GOOD 

CONDITION £7 

PAUL 07734 111654

FOR SALE 
ELECTRIC STRIMMER,  BLACK 

AND DECKER, GOOD CONDITION 

£15

THURLE ROOF BARS,  SUITABLE 

FOR TOYOTA LANDCRUISER  

04 ONWARDS OR SIMILAR CAR 

WITH ROOF RAILS. COST OVER 

£100,  WIDTH ADJUSTMENT AND 

LOCKING,  £50

 PAUL 07734 111654

FOR SALE
WHEELCHAIR

HARDLY EVER USED, 

AS NEW CONDITION

£85

PLEASE PHONE 01525 838047
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Carnival is now only two months away! 
If you would like to be involved in 
the organisation, beforehand or on the 
day, now is the time to act. Helpers are 
needed in the weeks before carnival and 
particularly on the evening of Friday 4th 
July and during the event itself.
Here is a further reminder for local 
businesses, schools, youth groups, and 
organisations that might want to support 
the Carnival and have their organisation 
promoted during this event. Here’s how:
• Advertising in the arena.
• Having a fl oat in the Carnival 

procession.
• Having a stall at the Carnival.
• Donating a prize for the Grand Draw.
• Donating a prize for the Silent Auction.
All details of Carnival 2014 including 
how to book a stall, arrange advertising, 
offer prizes and much more can be found 
on the Carnival website:

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com
The Carnival Queen was chosen on 13th 

April in Eaton Bray village 
hall. If you haven’t seen them 
already keep an eye out in the local press 
for photographs and details of the lucky 
winners.
For any specifi c questions or if you would 
like to get involved with organisation of 
the carnival either by helping for a few 
hours on the day or providing assistance 
in the months before July contact:
Gordon Gray 01525  220136 or Richard 
Evans 01525 222512
And fi nally this month’s gem comes from 
the lips of the recently deceased Lou 
Reed:
“If it has more than three chords, it’s 

jazz!”
I suspect July 5th will be full of Classical, 
Pop, Rock, Country and Jazz so we’ll all 
be able to form our own opinion.

Focus would like to apologise for the omission of Pat Bleakley's name as 
the contributor of the article congratulating Dagnall on their poppy appeal 
award.  (See page 23 April Focus)

Please contact Kathy Bovington 
on 0779 0537032 or 01442 842796 or 
email kathybovington@hotmail.com 
for more information on anything to do 
with Community Transport or call Viv 
Hill to book a journey on 01442 82623.

Buses – support your local bus!!
Dagnall to Leighton Buzzard – everyday
Dagnall to Hemel Hempstead – Thursday
Please think about using these buses even 
if you drive a car at the moment! As you 
get older there may come a time when 
you have to give up your car and you may 
need to use the bus and it won’t be there!  
There are so few people using these buses 
at the moment that they are in danger of 
being reduced. 
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Goes Out!
On Sunday 1st June, Messy Church will be held in Ashridge Forest. 
Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy fun and games in the fresh 
air and hopefully sunshine.  We will meet by the monument at 2.30 p.m. 
and fi nish with a picnic by 4.30 p.m. 
If you would like to join us please let Coralie know by email to vicar@
stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
Bring your own picnic and lots of energy and we hope to see you then!
If the weather is unkind we meet as usual in the church and try to be as 
active as possible.

Churches Together has been organising 
the Christian Aid collection in the four 
villages for many years and each year the 
organisers try to arrange for collectors 
to call in as many roads as possible.  It 
has never been possible however to 
cover every road and even if an area is 
usually covered, some years there may 
be diffi culties if the regular collector is 
on holiday or unable to collect for other 
reasons.  
If during Christian Aid Week, a collector 

does not call, please consider making 
your contribution by dropping off the 
envelope you receive with Focus, at one 
of the churches - most of the churches 
have a letter box, so just drop it through! 
These churches and chapels will be happy 
to receive your contribution: Eaton Bray 
and Edlesborough Methodist Churches, 
Salvation Army, Eaton Bray, Baptist 
Chapel in Northall and All Saints, Dagnall.  
You can also leave your envelope in St 
Mary's Church, Eaton Bray.  
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Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07799 494972)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com

It’s a busy time in the garden, what with preparing the ground, sowing, weeding, 
pruning and probably some watering, as once again we return to nature to grow fruit, 
vegetables and fl owers.  Perhaps you have completed your planting but the way things 
are going I’m likely to have new potatoes in September and not because the seasons 
are changing!
Reading the material for the 2014 Christian Aid Week I was reminded once again 
about how fortunate we are in this country and how we often take the good things we 
have, including our homes, food, education, health services and peace, for granted. In 
stark contrast to our lives are the growing number of people across the world for whom 
the horror of war is part of their daily lives.  It’s not just the danger and the fear but 
the total devastation of their homes and communities, their food supply and sources of 
clean water.  It is estimated that 42 million people men, women and children have been 
driven from their homes  because of confl ict and are in desperate need.
The familiar Christian Aid red and white envelope will drop through your letter box 
this May and the hope is that every household will contribute something to helping our 
brothers and sisters across the world in dire need.
I have no idea what it is like to be hungry, homeless or a refugee because of war or 
natural disaster so have decided to Live below the Line between the 12th and 16th of 
May.  This means that I must spend no more than £5 on food and drink that week and 
am not allowed to use what I already have available at home.  This will give me an 
excuse to compare supermarket and local shop food prices, try to buy very specifi c 
quantities and waste nothing. 
The Christian Aid web site has excellent top tips to help anybody who is going to 
attempt to Live below the line. I have persuaded my husband Ralph and daughter Mary 
to join me but Winnie, the Jack Russell, is excused.  Having £15 will make shopping 
easier but I will have to plan carefully.  Sadly there will be no produce available from 
my garden.  The difference between the £15 and my average weekly food bill I will 
donate to Christian Aid.

Let’s be an instrument of God’s peace this year
Give, act and pray this Christian Aid week.
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Since 2006, one of the 
social highlights of the 
year in our villages 
has been our Open 
Gardens event. We had 
seven wonderful years 
enjoying the gardens that 
were opened by willing 
gardeners and both the 
gardeners and visitors 
enjoyed some wonderful 
days. Sadly in 2013 the 
winter was long and cold 
– simply not gardening 
weather and we were 
unable to hold the event. However, 
spring this year has been very kind to 
gardeners and we are delighted that we 
have received offers from various owners 
that mean that this year’s event will not 

only go on but, given 
kind weather, should be 
a lovely afternoon out for 
all concerned.
By the beginning of April 
we had received eight 
gardens ranging in size, 
style and content that we 
hope will delight you and 
offers continue to come 
in. During the afternoon 
refreshments will be 
served in Eaton Bray 
Village Hall and plants 
and refreshments will be 

available en route. 
Do make sure the date is in your diary – 
we look forward to seeing you once again. 
It should be a tremendous afternoon for 
everyone interested in gardens.

Yes that time of year is upon us once 
again! For the 11th time we are going to 
be bringing you the best beer festival in 
our joint villages. OK it may also be the 
only one but it is a jolly good one!
We are having 30 real ales plus 2 ciders 
and 2 perrys, that can’t be a bad move, 
In total that is 5 more barrels than last 
year, so hopefully we will keep on going 
right up to closing time on the Saturday. 
We just have to hope for cool weather up 
to Friday and then for some nice warm 
sunshine to be able to enjoy the beer at its 
very best. We can be assured that the guys 
from CAMRA will do their very best to 
get it all up and running on time.

There will be the usual high standard 
of catering both on the BBQ and in the 
kitchen along with music on both nights 
plus a family entertainer, Smarty Arty on 
Saturday afternoon.
Full details in advert, somewhere else in 
Focus!
Just one fi nal request. We are a little short 
on volunteers to man the doors and work 
in the kitchen so if you could give us a 
couple of hours at some point, please let 
me know as it really is fun doing this, but 
a few more hands will be very gratefully 
received.
Ross on 07974 715222 or ross.bagni@
btinternet.com 
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www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”
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EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Heather Counsell

Friendly village Practice offering a wide range of health services including coils/implants, 
minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and repeat 

prescription ordering. Four Nurse Practitioners offering acute clinics with same day 
appointments. Also, midwife, health visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse Service. 

Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products

Special Orders on request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Stagecoach Theatre Arts
An hour to sing, an hour to dance, an hour 
to act... A lifetime to Perform!

Please contact the Principal,Wendy Ashman

01442 823181
leightonbuzzard@stagecoach.co.uk
www.stagecoach.co.uk/leightonbuzzard

www.facebook.com/stagecoachleightonbuzzard

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

01525 220994
07842 653832

Call Mark for a FREE no obligation quote
All work fully insured and guaranteed.

Plumbing   Bathrooms&

   Full 
   All General Plumbing work from : 

Bathrooms Installations inc Design, Supply, Tiling 
Leaking Showers

Dripping Taps   Toilets not flushing    Radiators    Drains

Qualified

City
Guilds
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For

d idddddd

•••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities
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Climb the stone steps to Edlesborough’s 
Church on the Hill and step inside! 
On June 20th-22nd the magnifi cent 
landmark will swing open its heavy 
doors and pack the pews for a fabulous 
programme of music, merriment, and 
memorable moments at the annual 
Edlesborough Festival.  For three days 
and two glorious nights the Edlesborough 
Festival promises to reach the parts that 
other festivals do not reach!
 “There really is something for everyone,” 
said Christine Yates from the Friends of 
the Church on the Hill.  “We want as many 
people as possible to come along and enjoy 
our festival at the magnifi cent 13th Century 
St. Mary the Virgin in Edlesborough.  It 
really is going to be a great festival.”
The weekend begins on Friday morning 
with an art class located within the 
beautiful surroundings of the churchyard 
offering panoramic views, followed by 
fl ower arranging in the church.  Both of 
these sessions can be booked with chris@
brooklyns.org.uk 
The music programme starts on Friday 
night when world renowned Irish 
traditional musicians – John Devine and 
Family will bringing the church alive with 
uilleann  pipes, Irish whistle, ballads and 
Irish dancing. The Devine family have 
been bringing the roots of Ireland to pubs, 
London stages and festivals far and wide 
and promise a night to remember.    
On Saturday afternoon, the Dagnall 
Community Choir and countless children 
from schools from three counties will sing, 
harmonise, smile and warm the hearts of 
the audience in the festival Choirfest. 
Local MP and Speaker of the House, Rt. 
Hon. John Bercow will offi cially open 
the afternoon and sit back to enjoy the 
young voices.  “I am delighted to be part 

of the festival again” said Mr Bercow, 
who also offi cially opened the fi rst ever 
Edlesborough Festival in 2013.
On Saturday evening, while the sun sets 
over the Vale of Aylesbury, visitors can 
enjoy the longest day of the year with an 
exciting evening of music that will go 
down in the history of the church.  Food, 
drink and good times are guaranteed.   Our 
Sparking Sunset Party offers live music 
and cool sparkling beverages to toast the 
solstice sunset from this elevated noble 
landmark.
A Heritage Craft day on Sunday will 
welcome demonstrators of lace making, 
straw plaiting, church hand bell ringing, 
quilting, wood carving, spinning, stained 
glass working and other traditional crafts. 
There is an opportunity to meet a medieval 
knight with his full set of armoury and try 
your hand at brass rubbing, or simply tuck 
into cream teas.
Our Church on the Hill is very special.  We 
want the community to use it, enjoy it, and 
share the music, history and good times.   
Funds raised from the festival will be used 
to improve facilities for the church.
For further information on the Edlesborough 
Festival, go to Friends of Church on the Hill 
Facebook or www.edlesboroughchurch.
org.uk While you’re there, take a look at 
details of the photography competition for 
children who are invited to get involved 
and turn their cameras to creating their own 
views of the church.  Prizes and a trophy to 
be won.
Tickets available for Friday and Saturday 
nights’ music events from Janes of 
Edlesborough, available from May, or turn 
up at the door (capacity allowing – please 
check fi rst).  Further details of our musical 
events and ticketing from Alan Williams – 
Tel: 01525 221926.
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Don’t miss this year’s car boot sale on 
Edlesborough Green on bank holiday 
Monday morning 5th May.  Details on 
page 39.
We need your support to fund such 
beautiful occasions like the fl owering of 
our wonderful daffodils in the three EDaN 
villages – 5000 more planted last autumn 
with the help of the community workers, 
under the watchful eye of Angela!
Thanks to everyone who helped with their 
planting and also the 10 wonderful fl ower 
boxes, sponsored by local businesses.  
These are looking very cheery, with the 

colourful faces of pansies and violas, 
supplied by Garden Scene in Eaton Bray.  
We do have a spare box ready for a new 
sponsor – be it business or personal – 
and you are welcome to contact chris@
brooklyns.org.uk for details.  
We also installed and take care of the 
planters around our village signs plus 
Dagnall roundabout. We’ll be planting up 
again early summer to make our villages 
a really welcome place to come home 
to and be really proud of, so please do 
support all the EDaN events.  See you at 
Edlesborough Festival 20th-22nd June!

Geoff Spencer gave a very interesting talk 
at Dagnall Village Hall on Tuesday 1st 
April raising funds for Dagnall School.
Geoff talked for well over 2 hours with 
a break for some wonderful homemade 
refreshments!
The talk also touched on life in London 
during this period and Geoff told us how 
people used to sleep on the platforms in 
the stations when the blackout was on, 
they also used a bucket for the toilet with 
a modesty curtain for obvious reasons!!
There was a great deal of interaction from 
the audience during the whole talk as they 
related to the various topics that Geoff 
was discussing. They said it was like 
going down memory lane!!!
There was a lovely display of memorabilia 
from the period and it was all very 
interesting to look through.
Geoff will be 92 years young this year 
and it is amazing that he is still able to put 
on an evening like this!! Geoff has been 
raising money for the school for well over 
30 years and it looks like he will continue 

doing so for some time to come!! for 
which we are very grateful.
Thank you Geoff for a wonderful evening 
and thanks must also go to Dagnall Village 
Hall who donated the use of the hall for 
this event and to the Governors of Dagnall 
School who provided all the homemade 
cakes!!  One cake in particular (baked by 
Mrs Sandra Janes) was so popular that 
several people in the audience wanted to 
buy the whole thing and take it home… I 
think you will have to make several next 
time Sandra and we will  have to hold an 
auction!!!
Kathy Bovington, Dagnall School
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 Open sessions for you
 Every Tuesday at 2pm
Every Friday at 6pm 
 May to September

CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB, your friendly local Club,  
is for everybody – all ages: beginners to experts.

Our Open sessions are an ideal opportunity to get to  
know bowls and refine your skills. Come with trainers  

or flat soled shoes. We will supply the rest.   

Cheddington Bowls Club, The Recreation Ground, High Street,  

Contacts: Nigel on 01442 824 679 or Sue on 01296 668 772

Sponsored by  www.wisechoicewills.co.uk  01525 220644

Give Bowls a Go!

St Mary's Church, 
Edlesborough

will be open from May 
until September on the 
fi rst Sunday in the month 

from 2pm to 5pm
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When this goes to print the season will 
have started and we’d have played our 
fi rst few games. We have an exciting 
season ahead, with 2 Saturday league 
teams, with our 2s playing Edlesborough 
in the league on May 3rd  (away) and July 
5th (home), as this year’s 2s captain I’m 
looking forward to these local derbies.
We also have Sunday Development XI 
playing in the Bedfordshire Development 
league, this team consists of 4 adults and 
7 U17 players. This is a great way to 
develop the next generation of players.
We are also running 4 junior sides this 
year, the u10s, U12s and u14s all playing 
in the Bedfordshire Youth League and our 
U8s playing some friendlies. 
Details of all fi xtures can be found on our 
website which is quoted below. 
We are always looking for new players of 
all ages from 6 to 96. Our junior section 
has training on Wednesday evenings, the 
6 to 10 year olds from 6pm to 7pm and the 
11 to 14 year olds from 7pm to 8pm. Our 
senior training will be on Thursday and 
Friday evenings from 6pm to 8pm.
Centennial Year 2014
This year is the club’s Centennial year 
and we have prepared several events 
and games to commemorate this. All ex 
players, tea ladies, offi cials and volunteers 
are invited to attend these events.
Monday May 5th – Chairman’s XI v 
President’s XI . The game to start early 
afternoon with an all day fi xture followed 
by a party in the evening. Any ex-players 
who would like to play in this game please 
contact us on the below email.
Friday May 23rd  – T20 v Caddington 
CC – This commemorates the club’s very 
fi rst game, which was against Caddington 
on 23rd May 1914. The game is to start 
at 6pm. All spectators are welcome to 

attend, the match will start at 6pm.
Sunday July 27th – Match v Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC) – This is our main 
event of the Centennial year. An all day 
game starting at 11.30am against the 
MCC, who are also celebrating their 200th 
year at Lords’. We encourage all current 
and ex-players, tea ladies, volunteers and 
anyone who has been involved in the club 
to attend what will be a great day. We also 
invite any local MCC members to the 
match to support their club (MCC ties are 
optional).
Sunday August 17th - Music Festival 
from 5pm– we will be hosting a music 
afternoon and evening. We will have a jazz 
band playing for a couple of hours and our 
very own trumpeter from Jools Holland’s 
Big Band (Jason McDermid). We will 
also have a number of fun activities to 
keep the children (and some of the older 
ones) entertained. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. More details will follow when 
plans are fi nalised.
Contact and Call for New Players
We are in the 21st Century and have 
several ways we can be followed or 
contacted. 
Junior email address: ebccenquiries@
hotmail.com
Senior players and Centennial details: Ian 
Jones – ian_m_jones1000@hotmail.com 
or 07956 340888
Web Site: www.eatonbray.play-cricket.
com
Twitter: @EatonBrayCC
Facebook: /eatonbraycc
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Do you know of an inspiring rural project 
in Bedfordshire that deserves recognition?
 The Bedfordshire branch of Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE) is seeking 
entries to its 2014 Living Countryside 
Awards that recognise the people and 
projects that have improved the county’s 
biodiversity, landscape, building design 
and local sustainability. 
The three categories for entries are: 
Building Design & Restoration; 
Biodiversity & Landscape Improvement; 
and Sustainable Enterprise. The deadline 
for entries is 15th June 2014.
If you’re impressed by a recent project in 
your area – please let us know!
Nominations are welcome from 
individuals, public bodies, community 

groups, schools, farmers and businesses 
across Bedfordshire – for their own or 
another’s project. 
Any project that makes a positive 
difference to Bedfordshire’s countryside 
is encouraged to enter – these could be 
for example, new buildings in harmony 
with their local surroundings, the creation 
of wildlife habitats, local food initiatives, 
rural craft businesses, the restoration of 
historical buildings and environmentally 
sensitive farming.
Further details - including how to enter 
and a full list of former award winners 
- can be found on www.cprebeds.org.
uk, or by contacting Nicola Scholfi eld at 
awards@cprebeds.org.uk

This is Frosty! She is a 
6-7 months old Parson 
Russell terrier. Frosty is a 
clever, active little dog but 
is completely deaf. For this 

reason she would not be suitable for a 
home with young children. She is good 
with dogs and possibly cats. Frosty will 
need an owner willing to put in the time 
to train her with hand signals. She will be 
well worth the effort.
If you feel you could offer Frosty, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 
be happy to offer advice and information. 

Please note that we have restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with children 
under 7 years of age, so please ask for 
details.
Fun Dog Show, Sunday 18th May  at 
Appledown – Lots to do and see for all 
the family! Have-a-go dog agility, variety 
of stalls, refreshments and 10 fun dog 
show classes. Show opens 11 a.m. (classes 
commence 12 noon). Entries on the day.
Appledown Rescue and Rehoming 
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds 
LU6 1QY.
Call 01525 220383 or e-mail  appledown.
kennels@btinternet.com
(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

Avis Palmer
Thanks to all friends and neighbours who came to the thanksgiving service for Avis 
at Eaton Bray Methodist Chapel on the 21st March. Special thanks to the members 
of the Chapel for their hospitality throughout the day. It was very much appreciated.
Mrs Jean Monk
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Over 60’s
In March Dagnall Over Sixties enjoyed a 
fun afternoon with Bingo and a delicious 
tea. Chrissie Smith kindly called the 
numbers for us.
We went to The Green Man at Stanford 
for lunch in April, then in May we have 
our Ploughmans Lunch, followed by a 
quiz.
Phone 01442843202 if you are over sixty 
and would like to join us.
Community Choir
From Terrible to Terrifi c in 20 Hours

At our fi nal rehearsal for The Dunstable 
Choir Festival at the end of March we had 
a terrible fi nal rehearsal and, frankly made 
a right "horlicks" of "Les Miserables" 
selection, which is one of our favourite 
pieces and we generally reckon to make a 
reasonable job of it.
We were all disappointed and were 
concerned about our actual performance, 
with our normally calm musical director 
almost tearing her hair out with the 
mistakes that we were making. We did 
not want to let anybody down on such a 
prestigious occasion particularly in front a 
large audience and other choirs.
Our concern served to sharpen our 
concentration and give more attention to 
the performance the following afternoon 
and, lo and behold, we hit good form 
again.
The hard work put in by all members and 
Judy Smither and Michelle Garrard, our 
pianist and conductor and their cheerful 
encouragement with learning such 
magnifi cent music, drew its rewards. 
Singing with other choirs in big choral 
works was a new experience for most of 
us and was truly exhilarating and we hope 
that we may have similar opportunities in 
the future.

We are presently looking at new music 
to add to our repertoire and are suffering 
somewhat from over enthusiasm with 
over 50 disparate (not desperate, at least 
not in all cases) members having their 
own favourites from the sublime to the, 
frankly bawdy and distasteful, the latter 
mainly suggested by basses and tenors.
Our next performance is at The 
Edlesborough Festival on June 21st 
and we hope that we may have the 
opportunity of entertaining you with our 
short appearance on Saturday afternoon. 
Details can be found elsewhere in this 
publication.
Dagnall School

Tennis Festival - 2nd April 2014

Six of our children recently represented the 
school at the Buckinghamshire Schools 
Sports Partnership Tennis Festival. The 
event, held at Cottesloe School, saw nine 
schools take part in a variety of activities 
that taught the skills needed to play tennis. 
After a practice session, the competition 
began. It was thirsty work but the children 
did us proud. The afternoon culminated 
with medals and certifi cates. The children 
learned many new skills, the importance 
of exercise and great sportsmanship. A 
fantastic afternoon was had by all!
Excellent hand eye coordination!
Well done Thomas, Frida, Ralph, Alfi e, 
Erin and Mollie
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In December 2013 local Edlesborough 
resident and keen runner, Susan Hill 
decided that there must be like-minded 
people in the village and surrounding 
areas who would like to take up running or 
become better runners. This was to be the 
start of Edlesborough Runners.  Sue was 
already a member of The Leighton Fun 
Runners and was sure that Edlesborough 
could have its own group too. After setting 
up a Facebook page, the interest has been 
phenomenal, word has spread and the 
Edlesborough Runners gained over 100 
members within weeks. 
They are a friendly, sociable group 
that meet a few times a week by 
Edlesborough’s Cricket Pavilion and are 
always looking for new people to join and 
realise that THEY CAN DO IT too. You 
do not need to be a runner and most start 
from scratch.  If you would like to give it 
a try and meet new friends whilst getting 
fi t, simply contact edlesboroughrunners@

hotmail.com or fi nd them on Facebook by 
searching for Edlesborough Runners.
After the massive success of the group, 
Sue wanted to bring together the whole 
of Edlesborough in an event that she 
hoped the entire village could get behind 
and enjoy. “The Great Edlesborough 
Fun Run” is planned to take place on 
Saturday May 17th at 10am. Starting 
from the village green, the fun run will 
consist of a 5K route around the village, 
with proceeds from the day going to local 
children’s charity, Playskill. The event is 
set to be family friendly affair with the 
idea being that it is not a race and should 
be enjoyed by all. Run, hop, skip, walk…
it doesn’t matter!  If you would like to 
take part, please contact 01525 222049 
or email edlesboroughrunners@hotmail.
com for your entry form. Entry fee is £5 
per runner. Be quick though, there are 
only 50 places available and they are 
fi lling up fast. 

In March our worship followed the 
time-honoured pattern of Lent, focusing 
primarily on spiritual preparation for 
Easter, especially thinking about prayer. 
The Sunday Cafe Fellowship, led by 
Andy Melvin, which took place on the 
Day of Prayer for the Circuit, used fi nger 
labyrinths to help us consider not only what 
we can give up for Lent, but also what we 
can actively give back both to the Church 
and to others at this time. This theme was 
continued at our Communion Service, 
when the Rev Nigel Wright helped us to 
look in detail at The Lord’s Prayer. On the 
5th Sunday we heard a thought-provoking 
sermon from Greg Obong-Oshotse on the 
new position, perception and perspective 

that the Holy Spirit brings to our lives. 
On Friday 21st March many people 
attended a Thanksgiving Service to 
celebrate the life of Avis Palmer, a well-
loved member of the congregation, who 
died recently.
The Cafe Community on the second 
Saturday in March was a very well-
attended and lively event
Dates for your Diary: 
Cafe Community on Saturday May 
10th, 11.00am – 1.00pm. You are warmly 
invited for a light lunch, or coffee and 
biscuits and a restful chat with friends.
The Annual Garden Fete at Chestnut 
Lodge, Great Billington on  Saturday 7th 
June.
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson
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Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 31 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk



31

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

• Window Cleaning
• Conservatory Cleaning
• Fascia & Gutter Cleaning
• Solar Panel Cleaning

T: 01525 234120
M: 07807 973871

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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Wanted – Gardens 
In Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or Northall 

Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to 
help raise money for charity? 

If so, or you would like more information, please contact 
Kay Griffiths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136. 

OPEN GARDENS 
FESTIVAL 

8 June 2014 

Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church
invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday May 10th
11.00am to 1.00pm
Relax & chat with friends,

coffee/light lunch

Charity of the month: After-Stroke Care

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

 

Village 
Treasure Trail 

Hunt for clues around the village and 
collect your prize at the end! 

   3rd May 2014 
10am-2pm 

£2.50 
 

Start and finish at 6 Moor End, 
Eaton Bray where you can also 

browse our cake stall and 
garage sale. 

A prize for every participant and all correct 
answers will be entered into a draw for a special 

winner’s prize. 
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY

All calls large and 
small, maintenance 
and repairs
High pressure
BPEC qualifi ed
Solar BPEC qualifi ed

PLUMBING Bathrooms
CAD designed, 

supplied and
installed

Over 25 years 
experience

ABLE

01525 792184 or 07891 44907701525 792184 or 07891 449077
email: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.ukemail: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

John AbleJohn Able
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Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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EDaN  BEAUTIFICATION  TEAM 

MONDAY   5TH   MAY   2014 
   EDLESBOROUGH   VILLAGE   GREEN 

Sellers  8.30 a.m @ £10 
per car (2 metre height 
restriction) 

Access  in  Pebblemoor 

NO  NEED  TO  BOOK 
 
Any queries?  - contact  

Christine:  01525 220739 

e: chris@brooklyns.org.uk  

Buyers 9.00 a.m – 12.00  
 
We’ll  be  serving  up 

delicious   refreshments 

on  the  village  green. 

Come along  and sample 

our great bacon butties -  

 
and  grab a bargain too ! 
 

Coffee Morning & 
Plant Sale 

 
Eaton Bray 

 
10am –  
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Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Stairwells

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS Edlesborough 

 



42

Carnival Queen selection on 13th April
Carnival Queen: Holly Piddington, Carnival Princess: Eloise Marsh

Attendants: Drew Marsh and Charlotte Seuars
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11th Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Beer and Cider Festival 

Friday 30th May/Saturday 31st May 

30 Real Ales + 2 ciders and 2 perrys 
Soft drinks, lager and Wine available 

 

Hot food and BBQ available  
Lunchtime and evenings 

Live entertainment: Friday night – Bob Thompson 
Saturday afternoon Family Magic Show 

Saturday evening – Jerome Chance 
Fri – mid-day till 11pm, Saturday mid-day till 11pm 

Entrance £3 by raffle ticket 
Free to CAMRA members with card proof 
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 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting
We look after any 

animal from
hamsters to horses

Tel: 07756 930814
Email: crittercare@sky.com

    

       For a top quality 
 decorating job call 

Marc Flack 

01525 223166 

 

     
    Trading locally for 10 years 

       References are available 



45

  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd 
23 The Green, Edlesborough, LU6 2JF 

 

Your local IFA for impartial Personal or 
Corporate advice on: 

• Mortgages 
• Pensions & Annuities 
• Insurance 
• Savings & Investments 

 
Call Paul Pearce on 01525 220480 or email 

paul@finpru.com for a no obligation initial discussion 
 
 

 
Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd is authorised and regulated  

by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call

or email a.mcclelland_pestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants - hornets
fl eas - cockroaches - bed bugs - pigeons - magpies

rabbits - rats - mice - moles - squirrels - foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
mobile 0777 494 8415 or offi ce 01582 872158
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14th June 2014  4  

b.b.q.
score a goal

homemade cakes stall
gift stalls

adult tombola
pocket money games

balloon modelling
bric-a-brac
candy floss
wellie toss

sweet tombola
bouncy castle
face painting

sponge splash
raffle

plant pot decorating
plant sale

12.00pm to 3.00pm
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 
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Dagnall School 

A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Dagnall School offers small class sizes, an exciting curriculum, excellent 

care and support and good links with the local community 
 
        Ofsted 2011 
“Pupils are confident, 
 very happy at school  
and curious to learn.”                      

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01442 842473    www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
 
 
                  
                     
 
                                      E-mail: office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk            
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 
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Dog Dog 
BehaviourBehaviour

&&
TrainingTraining

Your dog on the right track
LawesPaws

Professional help for you and your dog

Owning your dog should be a joy – if you are not 
fi nding this the case - let LawesPaws help

Vicky Lawes ACFBA MGoDT (MT)
CANINE BEHAVIOUR CONSULTANT & MASTER TRAINER

Experienced, professionally trained & in 
the comfort of your own home

Web: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Mob: 07765 287176

E: vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

Come and see us in our shop –
Unit 7B, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton 
Buzzard Road, Edlesborough, LU6 2HP.

Or check out our website –
www.completecanine.co.uk
And get free local 
delivery at a time 
that suits you.

Tel- 07854 102669
Email- info@completecanine.co.uk

Check web site for opening times.

We now have resident dog groomer, Julie, 
from Heads & Tails. Phone 07836 240467 for an 
appointment.

All things for your dog, sold locally.

*30 day challenge is for a limited time only. Terms & conditions 
apply. Please ask a member of staff for details.

Lettings 01525 371997   Sales 01525 377733   
www.mandmproperties.co.uk
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local people working for you

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT
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Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com
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The Curtain Call Youth Theatre was 
founded in 2010 by local thespian Gavyn 
Lugsden (Eaton Bray) who after launching 
the adult group in Leighton Buzzard 
decided to offer something exciting for 
those 18 years and under.
Curtain Call Youth Theatre is a production 
based group, which basically means we 
are always working towards a show! We 
aim to showcase 3 full-scale productions 
every year and attend many other events 
to 'show off' our talents.
Currently, the Youth Theatre Group are 
based in Leighton Buzzard and Flitwick, 
but the launch of two new groups take 
place from April 29th! The new Aylesbury 
group will rehearse from the Sir Henry 
Floyd school in Aylesbury on Tuesdays, 
and the Eaton Bray group opened its doors 
on Wednesday 30th April at the Village 
Hall. 
Although the group launched on 30th 
April, their regular sessions will be 
Mondays, however due to previous 
bookings there are a few Wednesday 
rehearsals within the fi rst month.
We intend to get involved with the local 
carnival this year, visit a theatre and a fun 
day out in the Summer holidays, so there 
is plenty of fun ahead.

Our fi rst show is called 'Feeling Musical' 
which will be a toe-tapping extravaganza 
involving many songs, scenes and dances 
from different West end shows! This 
show will involve all four groups and be 
performed at the 220 tiered seat theatre 
within Vandyke Upper School, Leighton 
Buzzard in July.
We are not just doing this for fun, we 
regularly get information regarding 
auditions and castings for T.V 
programmes, commercials, fi lm and stage 
shows, so who knows...?
Curtain Call Youth Theatre are members 
of N.O.D.A and L.A.M.D.A and if any 
child wishes to take an exam in either 
Drama or Musical Theatre, we can help.
The group is open to anyone aged 8 - 18, 
however younger children are welcome 
(subject to ability). 
Interested? For further information 
including fees, please contact Gavyn on 
01525 220525 or 07412 640936. Or visit 
the website www.curtaincalltheatregroup.
co.uk
Over 18? Then the adult group meet 
straight after the Youth section every 
Monday (7.30pm - 10pm) come and get 
involved!

Dunstable & District Orbit 
Club held a quiz night at 
Dunstable Rugby Club on 

22nd March. 11 teams took part and £625 
was raised on the night and the money will 
be added to that raised from other events 
during the Orbit year, then it will be split 
between Horses Helping People, East 
Anglian Air Ambulance and Headway 
Luton.

Everyone enjoyed themselves at the 
quiz and had a good time. Orbit meet at 
Dunstable Rugby Club every 1st & 3rd 
Tuesday at 8pm. You are very welcome 
to come along to any meetings. For more 
information, please contact, Jill on 01525 
222441 or Mark on 01582 539379 or visit 
www.orbitclub.org.uk/dunstable.
Jill Richards, Publicity Committee
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Hello Everyone,
Although there is still a chill in the air, 
spring seems to have arrived with an 
abundance of beautiful coloured blossoms, 
daffodils, tulips, violets, primroses and 
shrubs. Bluebells have arrived earlier than 
usual, and we have the May blossom on 
the hedgerows. What a wonderful time of 
the year when everything is regenerating, 
plants, lambs etc. Nature is superb.
Fruit trees and bushes will soon be here to 
add to the display.
Our lunch at the Bridgewater Arms on 
March 13th was a happy occasion with 
good Company and food.
March 24th walk went well with the 
weather being fi ne. Led by Brian F.W., the 
group started at The Green in Potten End 
and walked along Pouchen End Lane to 
Winkwell Bourne End, along the Grand 
Union Canal to Little Heath Lane toward 
Potten End and ended with a Coffee Stop 
break at Little Heath Farm shop and café. 
The walk was approximately 4¼ miles.
Unfortunately, our proposed visit to Milton 
Keynes Museum on April 15th had to be 
cancelled. This was a disappointment for 
some members of the Group.
The visit to Wrest Park on April 24th went 
ahead and it was very interesting. A report 

will be in the June issue of Focus.
When you read this, we will have had 
our Coffee Tavern meeting on April 10th 
when we will have an update on future 
meetings. A report will be in the June 
issue of Focus.
Audrey is arranging a visit to the Chiltern 
Open Air Museum on May 22nd. Details 
will be displayed in the North Porch of 
Eaton Bray Church. All are welcome to 
join the Group and transport is always 
available when required.
There is a possibility that the Walk 
arranged for May 26th will be altered as 
this is a Bank Holiday. Everyone is invited 
to join the group.
No venue has been decided yet for our 
next Lunch out on May 8th. Details will 
be displayed in the North Porch of Eaton 
Bray Church.
Enjoy your Easter whatever you decide 
to do but remember the reasons why we 
celebrate this occasion.
MAY DATES
Thurs May 8th Lunch out
Thurs May 22nd Visit to Chiltern Open-
air museum
Mon May 26th Walk from Eaton Bray 
church 10am

We recently attended Front Row Theatre 
Group’s latest production and were very 
impressed by this local group’s talent both 
on stage and behind the curtains.
Generations Apart is set on the Isle of 
Wight in 1996 with fl ashbacks to the hippy 
days of 1969 and the Isle of Wight music 
festival, highlighting the generational 
differences of both times. 
Of those of us of a “certain age” it was 
a very nostalgic representation, with the 

music between the scenes of Fleetwood 
Mac and Thunderclap Newman bringing 
back many happy memories.
Congratulations to all the actors and back 
room crew for such an enjoyable evening’s 
entertainment, one of great professional 
standard. How lucky we are to have such 
talent in our villages
We cannot wait for their next production 
in the autumn when hopefully more will 
join us for a good night’s entertainment.
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is the 
Sony Award winning mid-

morning show presenter for BBC Three 
Counties Radio. During his consumer 
hour he helps listeners with their 
consumer problems and now shares his 
advice with you. 
They say that death of a loved one and 
divorce are the top two most stressful 
experiences in your life.  Well number 
three must be moving house!  Anyone 
who has moved will remember the 
stomach churning worry and the logistical 
nightmare that is buying and selling 
houses.  However, there are some things 
you can do to not only make the process 
easier, but also demonstrate that you’re a 
savvy consumer.  Here are my top tips:
When you decide that you want to move 
(please really do make sure you do as 
there’s nothing as unfair as a seller who 
changes their mind when emotions and 
money have been spent), assess the market.  
Is it a buyers or a seller’s environment?  
At the moment, property prices in most 
areas are increasing, which for sellers is 
great, but means buyers are having to dig 
deeper into their pockets to secure a deal.  
During tough economic times, property 
prices tend to fall which means a savvy 
buyer can bag a bargain.
Always get at least three good, reputable, 
local agents round to value your house.  
Ask them for a sensible price at which 
to market your property and ask them 
what they will do to get those prospective 
buyers through the door.  Always establish 
their fee and NEVER agree to pay any 
money upfront.  Always ensure that you 
pay their fee on completion of a deal and 
for goodness sake, haggle! If one of the 
agents is prepared to market the property 

for a 1% fee as opposed to the other two 
who want 1.5%, why would you even 
consider paying more? Get them to agree to 
match the other agent’s fee.  If they’re not 
prepared to reduce their fee, then they’re 
not hungry enough for their commission 
and will not try hard enough to fi nd a 
buyer.  Look at their pictures on websites 
like Rightmove and Zoopla to ensure that 
they make other houses and fl ats look nice 
and ensure their descriptions are nicely 
written.
Generally it’s better to sell your property 
before you agree to buy somewhere.  
Ultimately until you know how much you 
can achieve for your property, you don’t 
really know how much you can afford to 
spend on another.  You should stipulate to 
your estate agents though that any buyer 
will afford you reasonable patience while 
you fi nd somewhere to buy.
Always employ the services of a totally 
independent mortgage advisor with access 
to all companies and who is prepared to 
recommend the best mortgage for you and 
NOT for them.  
You will fi nd that most estate agents will try 
to persuade you to use the services of their 
own conveyancing solicitor.  I personally 
do not like the idea of this.  To me, it’s a 
complete confl ict of interest (particularly 
if both the buyer and seller use the same 
solicitor).  You need a legal advisor who 
is completely independent and looking 
out for your interests, not someone who 
is under pressure from an estate agent to 
hurry up and complete a sale.  My advice 
is to ask friends and family members 
who have moved recently to recommend 
a good conveyancing solicitor to you.  
Also, remember that you should get some 
different quotes for this service and never 
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be afraid to haggle with them.
When it comes to you putting in an offer 
for the house of your dreams, you will need 
to again assess the market environment 
you’re working within.  If the market is 
good and there are not many properties 
available, but lots of buyers competing, 
then it’s normally better to go in with a 
high offer on the basis that marketing of 
the property is ceased immediately.  In a 
falling market, then a cheeky, low offer 
may just bag you a bargain.  
One fi nal piece of advice I would like to 
share with you, is to be open and honest 
with people.  Sadly property deals in this 
country can be messy, unpleasant affairs.  
However, I do not think we should sink 
to the levels of others.  Be upfront with 
both your buyers and the vendors of the 
property you’re buying and treat them 
in the way you would like to be treated.  

Always ask to meet both parties so they 
get to know you and fi nd it easier to also 
be transparent.  Remember, once you’ve 
accepted a deal, to mess people around is 
utterly unacceptable.

Sun. 4th May  9.00 pm Eucharist
  10.30 am Morning Service    
Sun. 11th May  10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 18th May  10.30 am Family Communion      
Sun. 25th May  10.30 am Family Service                
Sun. 1st June  9.00 pm Eucharist
  10.30 am Morning Service   
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 13 May, 7.45pm
The Home of James Bond

Iconic movies, ranging from Reach For 
The Sky to the James Bond series, have 
been made at Pinewood Studios. Mike 
Payne provides a start-studdied talk.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome £2

Ashridge Spring 
Plant Sale

Sunday 11th May
11am-4pm
Free entry

NT Ashridge Estate Visitor 
Centre, Monument Drive, 

Ringshall, HP4 1LX
Thousands of plants for sale

from private gardens and 
commercial nurseries

More info and plant donations:
John Cartwright 01442 864 984
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Confucius said that ‘March 
winds and April showers bring 

forth May fl owers’. Well it may not have 
been Confucius, but whoever penned that 
proverb clearly did not know what the UK 
weather pattern would look like in early 
2014. Our daffs were out in late February, 
the man opposite has already had his fi rst 
barbecue (although they were all sitting 
outside with jumpers and jackets on – not 
that I was peeking of course), and I pen 
this in early April, the Bedfordshire fi elds 
are glowing bright yellow, releasing the 
enticing aromatic wonders of the rapeseed 
plant. Interesting fact of the month; the UK 
is the 7th largest producer of rapeseed oil 
in the world – 2.6 million tonnes in 2012 – 
more than the USA and Russia put together. 
See, we are good at some things! Anyway, 
the essence is that the mild weather, 
together with lack of snow and frosts, has 
encouraged even more people than usual to 
take to our tennis courts, and start their new 
year’s health, fi tness and de-toxifi cation 
programme a little earlier than usual. 
In recognition of this (or if the weather 
is awful, despite this...) we are once 
again holding our annual Play Day on 
Sunday 22nd June, in participation with 
the Great British Tennis Weekend. From 
around 11am we will have all three courts 
available for anybody to come along, pick 
up a racquet – we have plenty we can lend 
to you if you don’t have one – and try your 
hand at the noble sport. Absolutely no 
experience is required, which is just as well 
judging by my standards. There’ll be lots of 
us on hand to offer any advice, or a handy 
playing partner, and we’re quite happy to 
be beaten – we get lots of practice. Only 
joking of course �. We’ll have our famous 
barbecue alight with the usual plethora 
of menu options (including the sauces of 

course, which with just 6 different options 
offer over 700 different combinations, 
and then you can have those with either 
sausage, burger, with or without onions ... 
the offi cial EBLTC calculation is that we 
can offer you over 362,000 different menu 
combinations ... it’s worth coming along 
just for that). 
Our infamous but temperamental Ball 
Machine, Billy, will be allowed out of its 
secure accommodation to automatically hit 
balls to you, but be warned it has a mind 
of his own. It doesn’t like being beaten! 
Please don’t press its ‘Superspeed’ button, 
whatever you do. An astronaut from the 
International Space Station will be popping 
outside for a spacewalk next Monday to 
repair the dent caused from the last time. 
We’re dreading the bill, we might have 
to sell our properties on Mayfair. For the 
youngsters there’ll be Mini Tennis and 
squash, and for the grown-ups there’ll be 
tea, coffee, champagne and caviar. Our 
suppliers have guaranteed two out of the 
four, we’ll see which two are available on 
the day.
Finally, news of our mystery player’s 
progress towards playing 250 sessions 
of tennis in 2014. A slight injury has 
restricted his on court appearances to ‘just’ 
25 in March, making a total of 74 year to 
date. To make his target of 250, then his 
average needs to be 4.8 sessions per week, 
and he is currently sitting (well not much 
sitting actually...) at 5.69 per week, so he 
is already ahead of target. Mrs Mystery 
is reported to be having a wonderful time 
shopping, going to the gym and eating out 
at posh restaurants, all places where Mr 
Mystery is unlikely to be in attendance due 
to his determination to reach his goal. Or 
his net. Stay tuned to Focus for our monthly 
update on ‘Target Two Fifty’ and chart Mr 
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Mystery’s progress over the year! 
For any further information about the 
club, including when we get together for 
our social tennis sessions up at the School 
Lane courts, or our various activities, you 
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 

Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart 
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara 
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all 
out and I’m not enjoying a country walk 
with Mrs Mystery, then me, Andy Cross, 
on 07783 667338.

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Dagnall Village Hall 

Management Committee will take place 
on Wednesday 07 MAY at 6.30pm.
All residents of Dagnall aged 18 and over 
are welcome to attend and eligible to vote.  
The following offi cers of the committee 
will be elected: 
 Chairperson         Secretary
  Treasurer  Bookings Offi cer
Anyone wishing to stand for election to 
one of the offi ces may obtain a nomination 
form from the secretary (telephone 
842129).
The village organisations currently 

represented on the committee are 
Dagnall Under Fives, Dagnall School, 
Gardeners’ Society and Dagnall Over 
60’s. These organisations are invited 
to appoint a person to the committee as 
their representative.  Any village clubs or 
societies not currently represented on the 
committee, such as Dagnall Church are 
welcome to attend the meeting in order to 
seek the opportunity to appoint a person 
to the committee as their representative.
Please do make the effort to attend the 
AGM – it’s your village hall (and recreation 
ground) and you have an opportunity to 
infl uence how it is managed.  

Local event organiser, Sally Evans, has 
announced that the Ivinghoe Old School 
Community Hub and Town Hall will 
be the latest venue for her Artists’ and 
Makers’ Fair.
Taking place 10-11 May 2014, the Artists’ 
and Makers’ Fair will bring together a 
wealth of local artisans including painters, 
photographers, ceramicists, jewellers, 
chocolatiers, laser cut designers, pen 
turners and many more.  
For the fi rst time, the event will showcase 
Ivinghoe-based photographer, Louisa 
Stobbs, who will be displaying her work 
on the latest Aqua Canvases which are 
100% waterproof and designed to be hung 
in the bathroom, at the end of the garden 

or even submerged under water !
Sally Evans, organiser of the Artists 
and Makers Fair, said “I’m delighted to 
welcome some wonderful, local artistic 
talent for the fi rst time in Ivinghoe. I have 
specifi cally chosen the location because 
I wanted to support this venue which 
has been lovingly brought back to life by 
the villagers.  I really hope that people 
will visit the event, marvel at the artists’ 
skills and even take home some beautiful 
handcrafted pieces of art.”
The event is open 10am-4pm each day.  
To fi nd out more about the event and 
artists visit the website http://www.
sallyevansevents.co.uk/home
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POST OFFICE HOURS
Mon to Fri – 9am to 5.30pm / Sat – 9am to 12.30pm

No lunchtime closure. Closed on Bank Holidays

- Inland and Overseas Parcel Services   - Road Tax
- Foreign Currency   - Moneygram

- Personal & Business Banking (applicable accounts)
- Bill Payments

SHOP HOURS
Mon to Sat – 5am to 8pm / Sunday - 5am to 1pm

Open Bank Holidays to 5.30pm

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HH
T. 01525 220381  E. edlesboroughstores@hotmail.co.uk

Home Newspaper & Magazine Deliveries
Edlesborough, Eaton Bray, Totternhoe, Slapton, Northall, Stanbridge,

Tilsworth, Marsworth, Ivinghoe

- National and Health Lottery   - Free ATM
- Monthly Promotions in Store   - Mobile Phone, Electric and Gas Top Ups

- Fresh Bread and Cakes (orders taken)
- Fresh Fruit, Veg and Local Produce   - Off Licence (offers in store)

 - Greeting Cards and Stationery
- Laundry and Clothing Repair Service

YOUR LOCAL
VILLAGE STORE
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Registered Freelance Riding
Instructor

Just moved into the area and teaching
within a 10 mile radius of Edlesborough.

Teaching private clients on their own 
horses.

Experienced teaching all levels of ability,
age and discipline.

Fun, enthusias  c and confi dence giving.

Kate Broadway BHSAI
01525 792562     07841 053159

Established 1970
For all your aerial and 

satellite needs call Colin 
on 01525 374742

JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
DESIGN

ALL ASPECTS OF
LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING FENCING,
TURFING AND RAISED BEDS

TIMBER STRUCTURES 
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB 
GARDENS

BESPOKE WOODEN FURNITURE

FREE ITEMISED QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM
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www.etctennis.org
Play tennis     Have fun     Socialise     Feel good     Join our club

Join via the website, or call Iona McLean-Hall on 01525 220562 for details

Website by Jupiterwill

New 100 Club
In aid of toilets and other improvements

at St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray

Contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com or telephone: 222691

Spend £2 to 
spend a penny

Monthly

 draws
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Cheeky Cherubs Childcare
Tel: 01442 843 846
Mob: 07774 323 439

Children of all ages welcome, from 
birth right though to their teens!

OFSTED Registered & DBS Certifi ed
Nicola Fowler

  

B
001525 220926  

33 Summerleys, Edlesborough lu6 2hr  
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PLLUMBING AND 
               HEEATING  
 For all your plumbing, Heating and Gas 

requirements  
 

Nossiter and Barnett Limited 
Plumbing and Heating 

 
Contact Matt or Jamie 

Tel 01525 229524 Mob 07802 270427 
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Are you an elderly or 
housebound resident ? 
 
Would you enjoy a 
monthly (free delivery) fish 
and chip supper ? 

If you answer is ‘yes’ to either of the above questions then 
please do get in touch. 
 
We run this scheme on the last Friday of every month but 
need your orders no less than 48 hours prior to this. We have 
a voicemail facility on our phone if we are not there to speak 
to you directly. All messages will be confirmed back to you so 
you know your order has been received. 
 
Please call on 01525 229 656 to place your order 
 OOrdinary people doing amazing things

Come for Coffee 
 

 For a warm 
welcome and a 
cheering cuppa 

Saturday each 
month in 

 
Eaton Bray 

10.00am – midday 
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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Central Beds Council (CBC)
Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.
uk - Customer Services: 0300 300 8302 
/ Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uK
• Harling Road/Bower Lane Speed limit; 

CBC has agreed to the relocation of the 
30MPH sign to beyond the junction 
with Dunstable Road.

Bedfordshire Police: 

ASB
There was no recorded Anti-Social 
Behaviour for the month of February.
News from the team
• Vehicle crime, visit the following 

link where you can fi nd some crime 
prevention advice; http://www.
bedfordshire.police.uk/pdf/advice_
vehicle_crime_cro2012.pdf 

• If you wish to contact your Local 
Policing Team then please call 
01582 473411 or email LPT.
LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@
bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

• Please remember if you need to contact 
the Police: Non-emergency call 101 / 
All emergencies 999

Trees/Bushes
The Parish Council again wishes to 
remind residents’ that they need to ensure 
their hedges/bushes/trees do not encroach 
onto the public footpath and are cut back 

to their property boundary line, allowing 
free access for footpath users.
Traffi c Calming/Road Cushions
The CBC consultation on the proposed 
traffi c calming measures for the junction 
with School Lane/High Street was 
considered by the Parish Council.  The 
Parish Council have agreed to support 
these proposals.  
Future Eaton Bray Parish Council 

Meeting Dates
Annual Parish Meeting & 
Annual Meeting of Eaton Bray 
Parish Council: Monday 12th 
May 2014, from 7:00pm at 
The Coffee Tavern (1st fl oor)
Parish Council Website:
www.ebpc.co.uk
For full detailed copy of the 

minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council 
please visit the Parish Council website. 
A hard copy of minutes can also be viewed 
on the Parish Council’s notice board at 
The Coffee Tavern.
Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk
Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464
Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answerphone]

 

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

100 Club Winners 
April 2014

£25   Jenny Ray     No.17
£10    Andy Norris   No.52
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & Meadow Marquees 
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Parish Council meeting - dates and 
venues
15th May 2014 Annual General Meeting 
commencing 7.30pm followed by 
Ordinary Parish Council Meeting at 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall
19th June 2014 Ordinary Parish Council 
Meeting commencing 7.30pm to be held 
at All Saints Church Hall, Dagnall  
A reminder regarding change of 
Manager details
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Bookings 
Manager:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358 
NEW e-mail:
manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Enquiries/concerns regarding the 
Memorial Hall, Pavilion, Playground 
and Green
Manager:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358
NEW e-mail:
manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
A reminder regarding change of 
Clerk details
Faulty Streetlights, Allotments, Burials
(The streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall                  
& Northall are not maintained by Bucks 
CC or AVDC)
Clerk:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358
NEW e-mail:
clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk 
Memorials and Cemetery enquiries 
NEW e-mail: clerk@edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk
A reminder regarding new 
Responsible Finance Offi cer details
Finance & Planning   
Lin Sargeant:  01525 220859 current 
NEW e-mail:
rfo@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk  
All other enquiries to be made to the 
Clerk, Penny Pataky 

New Councillor
A vacancy has arisen for a Councillor to 
represent the village of Northall. Please 
contact the Clerk, Penny Pataky, for 
further details. 
Current allotment plots available:
Allotments are currently available at The 
Green and Cow Lane. Please contact the 
Clerk if you would like to take on an 
allotment.
Streetlights
The damaged streetlight in Studham Lane, 
Dagnall is to be replaced 
Dog Fouling
The Council are purchasing a quantity of 
Dog Fouling posters and it is hoped that 
dog owners will take notice and clean up 
any deposits left by their dogs on the Green 
and around the numerous pavements/
roads/public footpaths/bridleways etc. 
throughout the entire Parish. Dog bins 
are supplied at convenient positions and 
emptied at a considerable cost to the 
Council, and to parishioners as this is 
included within the annual Council Tax, so 
please will the offending owners please 
pick up and deposit in the appropriate 
bins and not cause nuisance and health 
risks to other parishioners. 
Potholes and other responsibilities of 
Bucks CC
An up to date list of outstanding works to 
be carried out has been sent to Bucks CC, 
which include railings at Dunstable Road, 
Dagnall, White Lining at the junction of 
Nelson Road/Dunstable Road, Dagnall, 
cutting back grass verges to widen 
pavements,  bad condition of Kingsmead, 
Edlesborough and Chapel Lane, Northall, 
extensive potholes on the High Street, 
Edlesborough towards the county 
boundary and immediately at the end of 
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Brook Street, hedge and tree trimming 
from the A4146 to Edlesborough along 
Pebblemoor, kerbstones in The Green, 
Edlesborough.
Penny Pataky – Clerk – contact number 
01525 229358
New e-mail: clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.
uk
Lin Sargeant – Responsible Finance 

Offi cer/Planning to Edlesborough Parish 
Council - Tel. 01525 220859
New email:  rfo@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: Penny Pataky: Tel:  01525 
229358
New email: manager@edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

The fi rst Edlesbray panto in 1994 was the 
brainwave of long time village stalwart 
Val Trantum. It was written and produced 
by Val and anybody who wanted to be in 
the panto was written in. Pleas went out 
for old curtain material, dress makers, 
scenery makers, musicians, painters, cake 
makers, singers and many more helpful 
bods. Who remembers The Gobstopper 
Song, Edlesbray Anthem, the Edlesbray 
banner and fl ags, music played live and 
the electrical power in the hall tripping out 
when overloaded?
Val continued writing and producing 
the pantos until 2005 - that's 12 pantos 
altogether! The reins were later taken up 
by others but Val still guided us with her 
organisational skills. She has now decided 
to step down and retire from village panto 
altogether.
Many thanks Val for encouraging and 

badgering so many folks to fi nd skills they 
never knew they had, for all the fun times 
that we all enjoyed and the jolly hard 
work of it all!
It is a great community event and without 
your foresight, ability and commitment 
(ably assisted by Alan) we wouldn't be 
where we are now.
Thank you Val for all the pleasures that 
your pantos have given, both to the 
audiences and the players.

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is important to do this 
if we are to reduce these disturbances 
over our village.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 
fl ight noise the number 
is  0800 344 844. Email: 
n o i s e _ c o m p l a i n t s @
heathrow.com



78

What a funny (ha-ha, not strange) evening 
our last meeting proved to be. Under the 
title When Doctors and Policemen Look 
Too Young, John Baldwin's talk kept us 
in 'stitches'. He really was an extremely 
amusing speaker with his descriptions of 
what growing older means to most of us. 
To be honest, his anecdotes were so true to 
life, but John was able to make us see the 
funny side of becoming a senior citizen.
According to him, one of the fi rst signs 
of ageing is sounding like your parents! 
Later it's a case of a certain amount of 
memory loss, and groaning every time 
you bend and stretch. Age is creeping up 
when you mistake the dentist's nurse for a 
child who has come into the surgery! One 
of the funniest descriptions was regarding 

a stag party weekend John and his friends 
of similar age attended. After a late night, 
until 11pm, the main topic of conversation 
at breakfast the next morning was whether 
they had all taken their pills and the reasons 
they needed them! A highlight of the talk 
was his reading of a poem by Pam Ayres: "I  
Wish I'd Looked After Me Teeth".
John certainly knew how to make his 
audience laugh, if our ladies were anything 
to go by. We really did enjoy having him 
as our guest.
An event later in the month was our annual 
trip out for lunch. The Bridgewater Arms 
was our venue this time, and was very 
much appreciated by everyone.
Val Harris

Spring has fi nally sprung and the 
sunshine has sent us into our gardens in 
droves.  Although gardening can be good 
for the mind, it can pay havoc with your 
body.  Follow our tips for better backs and 
don’t let an injury spoil your fun.
• Before doing any physical exercise, warm 

up fi rst with a walk and some gentle 
stretching. 

•  Take regular breaks and change position 
between jobs to avoid tiredness, overuse 
and injury.

•  Keep your back straight when lifting and 
use your knees, thighs and arms to help.  
Don’t try to lift too much at one time – 
particularly those bags of compost!

•  When digging, avoid twisting and 
straining and don’t forget to take regular 
breaks. 

•  Use kneeler seats or mats when planting 
and don’t overstretch by working too far 
in front of you.

•  Mow a little at a time, 
keeping upright.

•  Avoid overstretching 
when pruning by using 
long-handled shears 
and use secateurs with 
a cut and hold action.

•  If using electric hedge 
trimmers don't hold 
them too far in front of you. 

•  Consider the planning of your garden – 
raised fl ower beds may save you twinges 
in the long run.

If you have any aches or pains consult a 
Chartered Physiotherapist for treatment and 
advice. 
Happy Gardening!

Tips by St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 

1RX,  01525 377751 
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

www.stjudesclinic.com
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4 visitors along with the 
members were welcomed 

to the April meeting.
Birthday wishes were extended to 
Margaret Jones, Linda Potton, Joan Thorne 
plus Barbara Ilic who was unfortunately 
in hospital.
Deirdrea informed the members that as 
there was no longer a secretary, she would 
undertake the secretarial work again, until 
a replacement could be found.Margaret
Jones was thanked for taking the minutes 
of the monthly meetings, it is greatly 
appreciated. Notices were given of a trip 
to Barnsdale Gardens and a Treasure Hunt 
around Stotfold. Wiltshire Foods and 
Bulb catalogues were available. National 
raffl e tickets, with a fi rst prize of £5,000 
were on sale.
Dorothy and Deirdrea attended the Group 
Meeting at Caddington, it was an excellent 
evening the speaker being Sheila Payne an 
ex Tiller and Vernon girl, who had worked 
with many of the 60's pop idols. She had 
the audience singing along to their hits.
Deirdrea had attended the ACWW 
Pennies for Friendship meeting at Flitwick 
and outlined some of the work being 
undertaken for the women of the world.
Carol Jones, a member of Caddington 
WI and a well known cake maker and 
demonstrator, was introduced as the 
speaker. Carol proceeded to make hot 
cross buns (previously putting a batch 
that she had made earlier in the oven for 
the refreshments). Recipe sheets were 
handed out and she talked through all of 
the processes. They were then left to rise 
before the crosses were piped on them.
Meanwhile, Carol showed the Easter 
cookies, bunnies, chicks and eggs which 
she displayed on a painted branch.Samples 
of these were tasted. Hats made of cookies 

with a marshmallow on top, which had 
been glace iced and piped, were passed 
around. Samples of the types of chocolate 
used were tasted before Carol melted 
the chocolate to the correct temperature, 
getting rid of the bubbles before pouring it 
into silicone moulds. When set there were 
easter eggs, rabbits and lollipops. All the 
while the smell of the buns cooking in the 
oven fi lled the air.
Many questions were asked and Margaret 
Jones gave the vote of thanks to Carol.
With the recipe sheets that had been given 
out, the members were encouraged to go 
home and try and make some.
Social time followed with tea and the 
cooked hot cross buns were passed around 
to everyone. Oohs and Aahs were heard, 
fi ngers were licked and all crumbs eaten 
and in the words of Pa Larkin, were 
pronounced "Perfi ck".
The raffl e prizes were won by Christine 
and Jenny, two new visitors.
A very happy and successful evening.

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.



80

Weather Conditions for March 2014
March can only be described as a quiet mild dry month and a total contrast to the 
preceding month. For the fi rst few days a deep low was centred over us, carried over 
from the continuous bad weather of February but it was not long before the weather 
settled down and remained calm for the rest of the month. The temperature only 
dropped below zero degrees on 2 days and, with only 31mm (just over an inch) of 
rain in the month compared with what we have suffered over the last 3 months, it was 
almost a drought.
My website  http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall has been upgraded: if you click “view 
station” this will give you more detail and forecasts, or click “current weather” for 
even more, i.e. hourly forecasts, Weather History, Almanac and Astronomy. Go have 
a look

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

Temperature & Pressure plot shows a calm March 2014

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.
co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes 
to contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883
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The meeting opened with a welcome from 
Deirdrea who handed out birthday cards 
for Gillian Hunter, Peggy Bearton, Joan 
Thorne, Celia French and Linda Potton.  
Devotions were led by Thelma.
The following notices were given:
Envelopes were available for members to 
take away and return at the May meeting 
for the cream tea at Frosts Garden Centre 
on 25th June cost £13.50.
Envelopes will be available at the May 
meeting for the trip to Gloucester on 20th 
August, cost £17.50. 
Next month’s meeting will be on 14th 
May the speaker will be Bob Keating on 
Waddesdon Manor and the Rothschilds.
Deirdrea welcomed today’s speaker 
Dr. J Richard Bell – climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro.  This was a very interesting 
presentation with accompanying slides.  
Dr. Bell said it was a very long long dreary 
walk and remarkably cold, raising funds 
for The Peter Westropp Memorial Trust.  

The journey to the top took them 5 days, 
they were accompanied by porters, 5 per 
person who carried their gear, and three 
guides, they travelled to the fi rst base 
camp by bus.  They walked through the 
rain forest and it was raining heavily, their 
sponge bedding mattresses were soaked 
so slept on ground very uncomfortably.  
The guides are very poorly paid and their 
working season only lasts 6 months, they 
went ahead of the group and set up camp 
at the next stop overs.  The food was good 
and they had to drink plenty of fl uids and 
their oxygen levels were measured.  The 
terrain and paths were very rugged and 
when they fi nally reached the summit they 
were only allowed to stay for 1hour 20 
minutes.  The journey down took 2 days. 
Jenny thanked Dr. Bell for an interesting 
and enjoyable presentation.
A very good Easter tea was enjoyed by all 
followed by the raffl e being drawn.

1913 The Year before the Storm, is a book 
that defi es categorisation. In it, Florian 
Illes, a journalist for the Berlin newspaper, 
Die Zeit, has gathered fragments of 
information and documented them month 
by month through 1913 giving a diary of 
world events for that year. He concentrates 
mainly on the emergence of new ideas 
in the worlds of arts and science and he 
peoples the narrative with famous names 
such as Picasso, Matisse, Kafka, Hitler 
and Stalin. Many, soon to be household 
names, seem to be gathered in Vienna in 
1913 and we read of the dramas and love 
affairs played out between them.
With such a multitude of characters and 

detail, one can only admire the hours 
of research that went into creating this 
book. But, because of its huge range 
and constant barrage of facts, at its 
conclusion one has retained very little. 
This is unfortunate, because the book as 
a concept is brilliant and could have been 
much more successful if the stories had 
some link or cohesion.
We chose this book hoping, that in this 
centenary year of the Great War, we 
would learn more about the world and 
the circumstance in which it began. Alas, 
it did not have that effect and overall we 
were disappointed by Mr Illes.
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Shine Jesus shine.......
Some of you may have heard or even sung 
the lovely hymn which Graham Kendrick 
has written which contains these words in 
the chorus. We have a new wall hanging in 
our hall, depicting the image of Easter, the 
sun rising in the background, daffodils, 
butterfl ies, a broken egg, with a new born 
chick emerging from it, a bumble bee, 
hedgehogs, a ladybird, a fl y, a green hill 
and in the centre the cross of calvary. Such 
things as these all point to new life and 
light. In Matthew Ch.5. v14-16, it says 
that your light must shine before people 
so that they will see the good things you 
do and praise your father in heaven.
A group of young women came into our 
hall to learn the arts of sewing and knitting 
and crochet etc. They met just once a 
month, and after a while decided that as 
their skills increased they would like to 
show their appreciation of what they had 
learnt there. So it was that they fi rst made 
a christmas wall hanging: it was lovely. 
Not satisfi ed with that they then produced 
this beautiful creation for our Easter 
celebrations. I understand that they are 
now working on yet another conception 
for the future. I can’t wait!
Within the christian faith one of the better 
loved images of Jesus is his coming as the 
light of the world. He tells us ‘though’, 
that we, as well as receiving light, are 
called to illuminate the lives of others. It 
reminds us that faith involves give as well 
as take, responsibility as well as privilege, 
service as well as reward.
In Ephesians Ch.5 v8 it says “you were 
formerly in darkness, but now you are 
light in the lord, walk then as children of 
the light.” However old we are, we still 
need to look at the world with wonder, 
glimpsing God within it. “Walk then as 
children!” It is one thing to be childish, 

quite another to be childlike. Do 
not lose sight of the difference. In 
the honesty, innocence and simple trust of 
the very young there is something very 
precious, if only we could preserve those 
qualities throughout the ravages of time.
By the time you read these words Easter 
will be past and gone, and summer will 
be on its way. I hope the “sun” will shine 
on you, and its warmth will brighten your 
days, and that the light of the Lord will be 
shining on you also.
A prayer: Gracious God, grant me the 
wisdom of advancing years, together with 
the innocent enthusiasm of the young, 
and by your grace help me to keep both 
untarnished. Amen.

Maureen

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



 

 

 
 

 
 

    Borrow our flooring samples 
   We measure and quote 
   We uplift & dispose old flooring 
   We have short lead times 
   We will look after you 
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