


 

The White Horse Inn 
At Eaton Bray 
Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk 
 

                    Midweek Six pound lunch 
                Monday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm 

           Great traditional pub dishes for £6 
 
 
 

2 
courses 
£12.50 

 

Monday to Thursday- 

Evenings 

 

May the fourth be with you! 
Jade and Claire will be leading a 

sponsored 5km walk in aid of breast 
cancer research on Sunday May 4th. 
More details are available in later 

pages of this edition of Focus 
magazine.  

Good luck girls! 
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Joint Editor: George Crutcher
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637

Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons

34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com

Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200

Circulation Manager: John Plater
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095

Treasurer/Leafl et Enquiries: Ken Coates
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868

Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren

 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors or one 
of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage
‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow 
3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999

Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month



4

Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Contact Sandra Counsell 07979 521900

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.
Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Buggy Push Fitness Class, 10:15am, Eaton Bray Park - www.simplesfi tness.com
Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Stacey Richmond 01525 222999/07957 607592
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Circuit Training - Edlesborough School Hall,  7-8pm -  www.simplesfi tness.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996
Wednesdays Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 693696
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit, Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays
(term time)

Northall School of Dancing classes between 3.30pm and 6.30pm. Contact Nicola 
Bisson on 01525 406647

Thursdays Buggy Push Fitness Class, 10:15am, Eaton Bray Park - www.simplesfi tness.com
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Keep Fit class, Edesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Fridays
(term time)

10am-11.30am “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes. Contact Emma Whittemore on 
01525 376124
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Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 
715208

Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 
Casey, 07792 508591

Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) Worship Service 11am-12pm. All 

welcome. Barry 01525 229610 or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 

07936 693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
5th St. Mary’s church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10am - 12 noon
6th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall
11th Leukemia Research  Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. All 

welcome.
12th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
15th Dagnall Over 60’s Lunch at Green Man followed by visit to Garden Centre
28th ELF walk from Eaton Bray Church 10am
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
1st ‘Reminisces of working for the BBC at Broadcasting House 1937-1941’.  

Talk by Geoff Spencer in aid of Dagnall School, 8pm, Dagnall Village Hall. 
Reservations 01442 842473

10th Eaton Bray Methodist Church ‘An Evening of Music’ 7:30pm
11th Dagnall Gardeners’ Society AGM in Village Hall 7.30pm
12th Lions Ironing Day, 9am-4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
13th Carnival Queen & Princess draw, 11:15am, Eaton Bray Village Hall. Entry 

forms to Tania Watkin on 01525 222582 by 8th April
19th St. Mary’s Ladies Guild Coffee Morning, 10-12, St. Mary’s church, Eaton Bray
26th Quiz, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Tickets £9 per person from Ross 01525 

221411
30th Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club Coffee Morning, 10-11:30am, 

Northall Village Hall



6

EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams: 
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an 
event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel:  01525 220361

Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831

Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: 
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

BABYSITTING

EXPERIENCED 

£5 AN HOUR

PHONE AMBER ON 
01525 220712

FOR SALE 
MEN’S 20 INCH CARRERA 

SUBWAY2 MOUNTAIN BIKE

WITH FRONT SUSPENSION, 24 

GEARS, DISC BRAKES, SEAT POST 

SUSPENSION, PUNCTURE PROOF, 

SPECIALISED ARMADILLO TYRES, 

REGULARLY SERVICED AND WITH 

NEW CHAIN AND REAR CASSETTE

 GOOD CONDITION  £70

TELEPHONE: 01525 220838

Th e Late Gayle Williams
It is with deep regret we have to 
announce the death of  Gayle Williams 
on the 8th March 2014. A lady well 
known in the villages because of her 
presence behind the table on polling 
days and her friendly countenance for 
many years in the village Off-Licence. 
She will be greatly missed by her 
husband and son.

Come for Coffee 
 

For a warm welcome and a cheering cuppa 
 
 

– midday Next 
Coffee 
Morning 

 
5th April 

Coffee 
Morning & 
Plant Sale 

3rd May 

PRIVATE BUYER 

REQUIRES 3 BEDROOM 

DETACHED BUNGALOW/

CHALET BUNGALOW
IN EATON BRAY/
EDLESBOROUGH 
PLEASE PHONE

01923 263990
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Carnival time continues to draw ever 
closer. Here is a further reminder for local 
businesses, schools, youth groups, and 
organisations that might want to support 
the Carnival and have their organisation 
promoted during this event. Here’s how:
• Advertising in the Carnival Programme 

– delivered to all the households in 
Dagnall, Eaton Bray, Edlesborough 
and Northall. The deadline for business 
adverts is April. Please contact Pauline 
Glen via paulineglen99@gmail.com 
or via carnival website as below.

• Advertising in the arena.
• Having a fl oat in the Carnival 

procession.
• Having a stall at the Carnival.
• Donating a prize for the Grand Draw.
• Donating a prize for the Silent Auction.
All details of Carnival 2014 including 
how to book a stall, arrange advertising, 
offer prizes and much more can be found 
on the Carnival website:

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com
The Carnival Queen will be chosen on 

13th April in Eaton Bray 
village hall for details of how 
to enter contact Tanya Watkin at tanya.
watkin@btinternet.com or via carnival 
website. See specifi c carnival queen 
details elsewhere in this Focus.
For any specifi c questions or if you would 
like to get involved with organisation of 
the carnival either by helping for a few 
hours on the day or providing assistance 
in the months before July contact:
Gordon Gray 01525  220136 or Richard 
Evans 01525 222512
Finally, in the year of our music based 
carnival I once again leave you with the 
words of a Sir Thomas Beecham:
“The British like any kind of music so 

long as it is loud”
Well, in that case make sure you have 
some ear muffl ers ready on 5th July!

Further to the re-launch of Edlesborough 
CC in 2012, the club is happy to announce 
plans to re-start the Colts Section that ran 
so successfully for many years.
We are looking to recruit boys ages 10+ 
and we can offer coaching, equipment, 
nets and matches against other Colt teams, 
with qualifi ed and DBS checked coaches 
– the main objective is to ensure that the 
cricket is fun and you can learn new skills 
in a safe and friendly environment. 
Training is due to start at the end of April 
and will, of course, be conducted on the 

very lovely village Green.   
For further information, and to register 
your interest, please email Wyn Johns at 
wyn.johns@gmail.com
For further information about us see 
http://www.edlesboroughcc.co.uk/  or on 
the Play Cricket website at edlesborough.
play-cricket.com
(you need to join and log 
in for the latter).
Support your local cricket 
team!
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Sun. 6th April     9.00 am Eucharist
  10.30 am Morning Service    
Sun. 13th April  10.30 am Morning Service  
Fri. 18th April  6.00 pm Special Service for Good Friday
Easter Day
Sun. 20th April   9.00 am Eucharist
  10.30 am Family Service  
Sun. 27th April  10.30 am Family Service  
Sun. 4th May  9.00 pm Eucharist
  10.30 am Morning Service    
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.

This is Karma! He is 
a 2 year old biggish 
crossbreed. We are not 
sure what mix he is - but 
it certainly works! He 

is handsome, excellent with people and 
other dogs! He has also been very good 
with our cats. He is affectionate, well-
behaved and a real joy to have around!
If you feel you could offer Karma, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 
be happy to offer advice and information. 
Please note that we have restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with children 

under 7 years of age, so please ask for 
details.

Fun Dog Show, Sunday 18th May
at Appledown

Lots to do and see for all the family! 
Have-a-go dog agility, variety of stalls, 
refreshments and 10 fun dog show classes. 
Show opens 11 a.m. (classes commence 
12 noon). Entries on the day.
Appledown Rescue and Rehoming 
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds 
LU6 1QY.
Call 01525 220383 or e-mail  appledown.
kennels@btinternet.com  
(Reg Charity No. 1116848)
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Early on the fi rst day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved and said to them, “they 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
John 20:1-2 NRSV
Easter Sunday, the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, is the greatest and oldest feast 
day of the Christian Church. It is a moveable feast in that its date is set by the moon.  
Easter always falls on the fi rst Sunday after the fi rst full moon on or after the Spring 
equinox.  If you want to research it there is a wealth of information on the web.
The rules for setting the date may be a bit complicated but basically Easter coincides 
with Spring.  Dormant trees come to life and a succession of Spring fl owers brighten 
the hedgerows, woodlands and formal borders.  Following a cold, dark, exceedingly 
blustery and very wet winter it is easy to connect the creative power of God with the 
glory of resurrection.  However, there is a difference.  Spring bulbs have a natural 
dormant period deep in the soil of the earth or planted in pots and for much of the year 
they are invisible. Yet in the Spring the green shoots begin to appear followed by a 
profusion of colourful blossom. This is perfectly natural - nature at work.  Resurrection 
on the other hand is unnatural.  When a person dies we do not expect them to reappear, 
we say goodbye, pay our respects and get on with our lives.
On Easter morning Christians the world over will listen to the story from John’s Gospel 
of Mary Magdalene coming to the tomb perhaps to pay her respects or to convince 
herself that it was true - Jesus was dead.  She fi nds that the stone had been moved and 
the tomb empty.  What could she do? She turns away from the tomb and speaks to the 
gardener, tell me where have you laid him and I will take him away.  He calls her Mary 
and she recognises him, it is Jesus and he says to her, “do not hold on to me because 
I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go to my brothers and say to them, I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God” John 20:17-18.  
Mary is not upset by this, she has good news for the disciples, “I have seen the Master 
and this is what he said”.
We’ll be celebrating Easter Sunday at 8am and 10am (with an Easter egg hunt) at St 
Mary’s and 9am at All Saints Dagnall.  Check the 
Easter card delivered with this edition of FOCUS 
for details of Easter services and activities in the 
four villages. I hope that you have a good Easter 
weekend.  

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07799 494972)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com
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Having sent a very pleasant evening 
with my wife on the previous evening, 
Valentines night, I woke up ready for a 
lazy Saturday. Instead I got a call from the 
parish clerk saying that Malcolm Weaver 
(MWAgri Ltd) had been out checking the 
church grounds and saw that over half 
of the village hall's felt roofi ng had been 
blown off in the night.
After a quick recce, we got onto our 
insurers and they assured us someone 
would be out that morning, he came, 
saw that it was much bigger job than he 
had reckoned and promised to return on 
the Monday to make the roof watertight. 
Monday arrived and he didn't come. 
Monday night and the rains fell again, very 
heavily, so of course it came through the 
roof, ruined all the tiles and light fi ttings 
in the main hall and in some other areas.
To cut a long story short, the hall was 
closed for two weeks. As you may have 
seen in last month's Focus we re-opened 
on Saturday 1st March.  The trustees took 
advantage of the damage to the lights and 
have spent a further amount to upgrade 
them to a modern system of LED lights.  
All who have seen them feel they are a 

lot better than the old fl uorescent tubes.  
Not to mention that they will be cheaper 
to run. We also added, again at our cost, 
insulation above the new ceiling tiles in 
the main hall, so a cosier place it should 
be.
Although we were lucky that the week of 
17th was half term, it did cause some of 
our hirers’ problems, although we made 
arrangements for them to use other places. 
We really appreciate their support through 
this diffi cult time.
I feel it also only fair to thank the 
contractors some of who worked over 
weekends and well into the night to enable 
the hall to get back into service so quickly.
Thank you all and we now have an even 
better hall.
Don't forget we are holding our quiz on 
26th April and we still have room for a 
few more teams.
And the big one!

The 11th Eaton Bray Beer Festival 
Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May. 

Full details in next month’s Focus
For further information please call me, 
Ross, on 221411 or email:
ross.bagni@btinternet.com  

If you'be been enjoying curling at the 
Winter Olympics and would like to play 
something with some similar skills or 
just fancy being out doing something on 
a warm spring or summer day, why not 
come and join Little Gaddesden Bowls 
Club. Set in the Ashridge Estate, the club 
provides weekly coaching for new players 
as well as a chance to join in friendly 
matches twice a week and matches against 
other sides as well.  The fi rst Open Day 

is on Saturday April 26th or you can join 
in any Monday morning after that date 
(10-12:00) or Thursday 18-
20:00 by arrangement. First 
three sessions are free. One 
fee covers playing Bowls 
and Croquet. Contact:  Alun 
March on 0771 934 2854 
or Marika Woods  07798 
871171 or use the website to 
fi nd out more.  

fter that date

t 



11

www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”
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EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Heather Counsell

Friendly village Practice offering a wide range of health services including coils/implants, 
minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and repeat 

prescription ordering. Four Nurse Practitioners offering acute clinics with same day 
appointments. Also, midwife, health visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse Service. 

Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products

Special Orders on request

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Plumbing  Bathrooms&
Bathrooms

Kitchens,
Showers, Taps,
WC, Hot Water
Cylinders,
Radiators, Gutters,
Drains, leaks.
All work
undertaken

 Plumbing

Design, Supplying,
Installing,
Tiling, Plastering.
A complete service.
References
available. 

Y
C

N
EI

CI
FFE YGRENE

CERTIFICATION

Qualified

City
Guilds

Call Mark: 01525 220994  07842 653832or

All work fully insured and guaranteed.
Free no obligation quotations, No callout charges

Stagecoach Theatre Arts
An hour to sing, an hour to dance, an hour 
to act... A lifetime to Perform!

Please contact the Principal,Wendy Ashman

01442 823181
leightonbuzzard@stagecoach.co.uk
www.stagecoach.co.uk/leightonbuzzard

www.facebook.com/stagecoachleightonbuzzard

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981



14

Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For

d idddddd

•••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities



19

We have been busy planning and preparing 
some spring events and activities over the 
last few weeks and are now delighted to 
be able to give you more details on the 
fi rst two events.
Who fancies some chocolate?
Or is that a silly question? We have 
purchased 4 ENORMOUS chocolate 
eggs and have hidden them in various 
locations around our villages. The only 
clues we can give you is that they are all 
located indoors and will be clearly visible 
when you do fi nally locate them. All 
of the eggs will be in local, commercial 
outlets. Each of these eggs will be raffl ed 
off. Tickets are £1.00 each and please do 
remember to clearly write your name and 
contact number on the back of the half 
of the ticket that you leave for us. Each 
poster will state when the raffl e will be 
drawn (depending on the opening hours 
of the various establishments) and we 
will endeavour to deliver the eggs to you 
before Easter Sunday (location permitting 
of course!)
If any of you are up for a further 
challenge, fi nd all of the eggs, send me 
an email telling me where you found them 
and you will automatically be entered into 
another prize draw for free. The lucky 
winner will be selected at random and 
will win a prize ....possibly of a chocolate 

nature ! Just to remind you, my email 
address is president@ebelions.org.uk
Our second event in April will be taking 
place at Edlesborough Memorial Hall on 
Saturday 12th April. For one day only we 
are offering to do your ironing for you. 
Simply bring your basket of clean laundry 
to the hall and for a £10.00 fee, we will 
return it to you all freshly pressed.
There will be a large second hand book 
sale in the hall for you to browse over 
whilst your laundry is being ironed or 
you can grab a coffee and a cake from the 
refreshment area. If time is not on your 
side, why not buy a cake to take home 
with you for a treat later in the day and 
we will return your laundry back to your 
home for an additional £2.50.
Finally, we are arranging some convenient 
collection points for your donations to the 
Dunstable food bank. You will be able to 
donate basic tinned or dried items which 
we will collect from the designated areas 
and deliver once we have a load. Look 
out for more information on this over the 
coming weeks ....
As always, all funds raised from our 
events will be donated to local causes....
Rachel

Ordinary people 
doing amazing things

We have been pleased to welcome some 
new members to our friendly lunch club, 
and also four new volunteer cooks, Sally,
Ros, Fiona and Liz.  We hope you enjoy 
your time with us!
Our cooks prepare a home-cooked lunch 
using fresh local produce where possible, 
and meat from Hines butchers for our 
members to enjoy each week.  

We have activities planned for the Spring 
including singalong with accordion, 
cheese and wine tasting, Easter raffl e and 
our Coffee Morning at the end of April 
(30th).  We are also running scrabble 
and domino competitions, along with our 
weekly bring and buy table.
If you would like to join us, please contact 
ANNA on 07854 230243 or 01525 221996
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Hello Everyone.
Hopefully, spring is in the air, with bulbs 
and shrubs beginning to show some 
fl owers for us to enjoy. We hope that 
almost everyone has survived the winds 
and rains with not too many disasters to 
properties, gardens etc.
The group has a busy month ahead and are 
looking forward to enjoying all the events 
that are being arranged.
On February 13th, a small group visited 
Bennington Lordship Gardens to view the 
wonderful array of Snowdrops for which 
they are renowned. The day was cool 
but sunny which showed them at their 
best. We fi nished our visit with a nice 
afternoon tea in the café there. The visit 
was arranged by Alan.
The walking group were lucky on 
February 24th and were blessed with fi ne 
weather. Brian W. led the circular walk 
around Stockgrove and Rushmere Parks. 
The distance was approximately 4 miles. 
They fi nished the walk enjoying coffee 
and cake in the Visitor Centre.

Our lunch out on March13th has now been 
arranged. We are eating at the Bridgewater 
Arms. A report will be given in the May 
edition of the Focus.
Plans are well advanced for our visit to 
the Milton Keynes Museum on April 15th. 
Details are displayed in the North Porch 
of Eaton Bray Church. All are welcome to 
join us. Transport is available if required.
Also, plans to visit Wrest Park on April 
24th are also well in hand. Details will 
be displayed in the North Porch of Eaton 
Bray Church. A Buggy is available if 
required for touring the garden. Transport 
will be available.
Everyone is always welcome to join any 
of our events.
APRIL DATES
THURS 10TH MEETING AT THE 
COFFEE TAVERN  10.30a.m.
TUES 15TH VISIT TO MILTON 
KEYNES MUSEUM
THURS 24TH VISIT TO WREST PARK
MON 28TH WALK EATON BRAY 
CHURCH  10a.m.

Peter Williams our 
community transport co-
ordinator is on holiday until 
the end of April.  In the 
interim period, if you need 

to book a journey, please call 
Viv Hill on 01442 842623

We have just heard the very sad news that 
one of our passengers has recently passed 
away.  This passenger was terminally ill 
and our volunteer drivers went out of their 
way to take this passenger to the very 
many hospital appointments that they had.  
This all helped to make this person's last 
few months a little easier by transporting 

them to their appointments with the door 
to door service that we offer.
A big thank you must go to the drivers 
who transported this passenger for the last 
few months and our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the family.
Please think about joining our volunteer 
drivers it really is one of the most 
rewarding things you could do.
Please contact me, Kathy Bovington on 
0779 0537032 or email kathybovington@
hotmail.com for more information on 
anything to do with Community Transport 
or call Viv Hill to book a journey on 
01442 82623
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St Mary’s has stood in the village for 
almost 800 years and, throughout its 
history, it has not been equipped with that 
most basic of facilities, a toilet.
This has meant that some elderly folk have 
been unable to risk coming to church, 
visitors for funerals and weddings have 
been uncomfortable throughout services 
and, rather unsatisfactorily, children 
have been instructed to ‘go behind a 
gravestone’. 2014 should see that situation 
remedied with the construction of an 
extension to house a new toilet.
To help fund the toilet we have started 
a 100 Club, featuring monthly draws of 
50% of the received income. For just £2 
per number per month you could help St 
Mary’s get this much needed facility and 
put yourself in with a chance of winning a 
fi rst prize each month of over £50. 
This month’s draw was made by members 

of Lickerish Allsorts, a clarinet trio who 
entertained during the March Coffee 
Morning. Don’t forget – these are held 
on the fi rst Saturday of each month at the 
Church. Everyone’s welcome!  
At the time of the draw the 100 Club had 
119 members, so the three winners share a 
prize money pot of £119.
Congratulations to the winners of our 
February draw:

Winner of £59.50
No. 98, Rosemarie Allen, Edlesborough

Winner of £35.70
No. 63, Rodney Latham, Eaton Bray

Winner of £23.80
No. 7, Robert Calder, Edlesborough

If you would like to help us by joining the 
100 Club please collect a form from St 
Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray, or from www.
StMarysEatonBray.org.uk/Groups/100-
Club

May 4th is the Sunday of this year’s 
bank holiday weekend and Eaton Bray 
will be the focal point of a major charity 
event designed to raise funds for breast 
cancer research charities as they begin the 
fi nal push towards beating this dreadful 
disease. The event will start and end on 
Market Square outside The White Horse 
pub in Eaton Bray. Supporters of the cause 
from the village and surrounding area will 
walk a 5 kilometre course to raise funds 
through sponsorship.
If you are interested in raising funds as a 
walker, please pick up a sponsorship form 
and register your details at The White 
Horse pub.
Alternatively if you wish to donate and do 
not know a walker, please register your 
interest and the amount of your donation 
at the pub.

Over the last two years the White Horse 
has raised over £4,000 for worthy causes, 
we thank you all for your ongoing support. 

The National Trust
South Beds Assn

Wednesday 2nd April
Chicago and the Birth of the 

Skyscraper
Adam Smith: former museum curator

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
a combination of wealth and architectural 

innovation led to the creation of some of the 
fi rst skyscrapers. Adam Smith's talk looks at 

Chicago's role in this history.
Salvation Army Centre, 

Bull Pond Lane, Dunstable
Visitors are welcome at £1

For further information
phone 01582 527790
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I would like to thank everyone for their 
support and help to me over the tragic 
sudden death of Martin Brown my partner 
of 12 years and landlord of the Red Lion.  
He so loved living here in the countryside. 
We came just over two years ago and we 
have spent a lot of time renovating the 
pub and bringing in new customers, old 
and new and making friends.  He was 
an expert in his knowledge of beer and 
running the cellar and in those two years 
has introduced many new beers from local 
breweries in fact over 100 different types 
of ales.
Over the last few weeks the village has 
surrounded me with help and support 
from making my dinners, running the pub, 
organising the funeral and being shoulders 
to cry on.   I really can’t thank everyone 
enough.  A collection by the village has 
also been made to fi nish our garden which 
will be a memorial to Martin and a place 

for all the villages to enjoy for years to 
come (whilst enjoying a pint or two)!
In relation to the pub I am staying on to 
run the Red Lion, with the help of a great 
team headed up by Ed Monnington.  We 
will be continuing with Fish and Chips 
on Friday evenings, Saturday and Sunday 
lunches.  The only change at the present 
time is that we will not be opening at 
lunchtimes in the weekdays except by 
arrangement for groups.  Instead we will 
be offering bar food in the evenings but 
please see the website for details of when 
we start this or come into the pub.  
We will also be starting our monthly 
Supper Club on 5th April offering a 3 or 
5 course gourmet meal.  Also we will be 
starting 'Open Mic' music nights every 
Tuesday starting in April.  Again, please 
see the website or facebook group for 
details.
Ali

I wish to convey my heartfelt thanks to the 
people of the village who phoned to help 
me in my quest to fi nd where St.Johns 
Yard is, or was. Also many thanks to Mr 
Stearn of School Lane and his friend, 
who was the local postmistress for some 
forty fi ve years. They informed me that 
St John's Yard is in fact  St.Giles Yard, 
situated behind the "Roebuck Garage" in 
the High Street.
I still have no  information on the W.T.C 
(The Women's Timber Corps) from 
local people who might have joined this 
Corps. I dearly wish to purchase a metal 
badge for my war workers collection. I 
purchased a book called "The National 
Roll of the Great War 1914-1918,  Section 
V Luton and District", printed in 1919. 

I was checking men and women from 
Eaton Bray and St.Giles Yard is recorded, 
also another road  called Chapel Yard. 
Two entries for local men! If you have 
any more information on the location of 
Chapel Yard that can help me, please ring 
222570 and ask for Johnny.
Information was given to me about the 
1911 census that was quite informative, 
the National Roll of 1914-18 includes 
all the people of Eaton Bray who were in 
"The Great War" and how they fared, also 
what battles they were involved in, and 
the medals they are entitled to. Most, I am 
glad to say, survived this terrible carnage!
Many thanks again and waiting in 
anticipation for my phone to ring!
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Dagnall has won an AWARD for The 
County Poppy Appeal Competition,  a 
copy of which I have enclosed. I take this 
opportunity to thank all the kind people 
who have donated so generously over the 
past three years & to give a very big Thank 
You to the dedicated collectors who have 
made this possible.

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall

(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 
the road towards Leighton Buzzard)

Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.

Classes in Edlesborough Classes in Edlesborough 
on Wednesdayson Wednesdays

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 8 April, 7.45pm
The History of Harrods

London's great department store was 
the subject of a fi ctionalised television 

series. Now Richard Furnival Jones 
tells the true story

Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
Visitors always welcome £2
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Eaton Bray, a large village of 
some 2000 acres, lies in the 
south-eastern section of the 
Ouzel Basin. The main stream 
that runs through the village 
(its source derived from the 
springs in the Chilterns) forms 
a tributary of the River Ouzel at 
the far end of the village. This 
river acts as a boundary line 
between Buckinghamshire 
and Bedfordshire.
It is these factors which in the 
Middle Ages determined the 
site of this prosperous village 
- the advantages to be gained 
were a permanent water 
supply and a natural drainage 
system in the fertile farmland.
The soil is rich and productive and for 
centuries it has afforded a good living for 
the large populace.
Eaton (the name Bray, a prominent family 
in the time of Henry VII, came much later) 
is a corruption of Eytona or Eitone, meaning 
Town on the Water, and clearly shows 
how much importance those early settlers 
placed on this vital stream. Even before 
the industrious Anglo-Saxons powered 
their corn grinding mills, this village, 
lying in the shadow and shelter of the vast 
Chilterns, was populated. Flint implements 
of the Neolithic and Palaeolithic age have 
been found, as have traces of the Romans' 
occupation, who did not build forts here, 
but used the rich land in much the same 
way that it is used today, to grow corn and 
to feed cattle.
Now, with the added interest of industry 
and social activities, this has become a 
desirable place to live, as many people 
who love the country, but desire also the 

amenities and social life of 
a small town, have found 
out to their pleasure. 
Eaton Bray has neither 
declined or stagnated with 
the changing patterns of 
time, on the contrary, it 
has expanded and widened 
its scope. During the fi rst 
part of this century it had 
a bad setback with the end 
of the straw plaiting home 
industry, it reverted once 
more to its rural state. 
After the great war came 
a new awakening, when 
townspeople, aware of the 
many advantages to be 
gained from living in a large 

rural village with a railway close by and the 
splendid Downs in the background, moved 
here and gave it a new lease of life.
What was once the Market Square, 
where the straw plaiters sold their wares 
on a Friday, is now the village green; 
probably the prettiest part of the village. 
It is dominated by the lovely 13th century 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin. Although 
it is not particularly imposing from the 
outside, the interior has been said to be 
as not unfi t to grace that of a Cathedral. 
Certainly the fl uted pillared stonework is 
remarkably fi ne for a church of this size. 
Other interesting features are the 13th 
century font, and the wrought iron scroll 
work attributed to the famous Bedfordshire 
ironworker of the 13th century, Thomas 
of Leighton, who was responsible for the 
grille round the tomb of Queen Eleanor in 
Westminster Abbey. The chief benefactor 
and builder of the Church was the Norman 
Baron, William de Canteloup, who 

This attractive water mill 
is situated on the main 

stream that runs through the 
village. This stream forms a 
tributary of the River Ouzel 
at the far end of the village
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commenced the work in 1205 and fi nished 
it in 1221. It is believed to be rebuilt from 
an earlier church made of daub and wattle. 
He also built Eaton Bray's castle, which 
became famous in the time of Henry VII, 
when it was given by the monarch to the 
eminent architect Sir Reginald Bray, who 
built St. George's Chapel at Windsor. He 
too was a benefactor of the Church.
Another notable feature is the full list of 
clergy from 1235 until the present day one, 
the Rev. G.B. Austin (1968)
Behind the church lies the splendid 
village hall, erected in July, 1966. Its chief 
instigator was the previous vicar, the Rev. 
Peter Graham, who is now the rector of 
Harpenden. It was he who helped to get the 
project on the way by forming the Village 
Hall Management Committee, made up 
from representatives from all the village 
organisations. Due to their combined 
efforts and with the aid of a Government 
grant, this expensive (costing £22,000), 
but necessary hall was built and paid for. 
The Committee still exists to further the 
interests of the community. A car park to 
the hall is now well on the way to being 
completed, and a scheme to provide cutlery 
and furnishings, etc., is also being carried 
out.
The hall is used for all age groups. Once 
a week the youth club meets, it has 65 
members and was formed about six years 
ago. The success of this club is shown by 
the remarks of the youth leader, Police 
Constable Basham, who fi rmly states that 
there is no hooliganism in Eaton Bray. 
These young people hold a barbecue in 
the summer to raise funds to provide every 
old age pensioner in the village with a 
Christmas parcel.
Other popular activities include the 
45-year-old Women’s Institute, with its 
fi ne drama group, an Old Time dance club, 
badminton, and soon to be started, a judo 

club.
Another society who meet in the hall is the 
Local Produce Association. They hold an 
annual horticultural show, have lectures 
and visits to gardens throughout the year.
Mrs. P. S. Oates is the show secretary, and 
a daughter of the Grand Old Man of the 
village, the late W. E. Wallace, who in 1886 
founded the famous carnation nurseries in 
the High Street. Before the war it was the 
main source of employment in the village. 
It started with four small glasshouses, 
today these cover eight acres.
Mrs. E. Grey, another daughter of the 
founder, is a director. The fi rm employs 
100 workers. Once it grew only carnations, 
for which it is famous, but now it has added 
potted plants. Although the plants are 
irrigated with fi ve million gallons of water, 
none is drawn from the mains. Its supply is 
300-foot deep arterial wells, which brings 
us back once more to the importance of 
Eaton Bray’s abundant water supply.
Other industries include an egg packing 
station and the Betta Manufacturing 
Company - chemical engravers and makers 
of scientifi c instruments. Engaged on the 
production of range-fi nding equipment 
during the last war, they moved here from 
Enfi eld to avoid the bombing of London. 
The fi rm has expanded recently and 
installed expensive unique machinery, of 
which there are only three of this kind in 
the whole country. Two hundred people are 
employed here, some of them come from 
outlying towns and villages.
One fi rm, the ‘Silent Travel Company’ 
makes insulation for cars, to cut down noise 
and vibration. It started a few years ago in 
the old fi re station. It is run by Richard 
Grant, son of the inventor, and incorporates 
another fi rm of G.T. Car Wheels and 
Accessories. This business has enlarged to 
the extent of necessitating a move to a large 
mill, once used to make fl our.
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This dynamic young man, not content with 
an expanding home market, travels the 
world to exhibit and sell his goods. His
export trade covers all the major countries 
with the exception of China and Russia. 
Next year he will exhibit in Belgrade. In 
1963 he was one of the fi rst of the small 
businessmen to exhibit in New York.
In the mill house next door, a new business 
venture has been started. ‘Bygones’, an apt 
name for a shop that has no pretensions 
to the antique trade. Thought up by two 
enterprising housewives, Mrs. R. Thorn 
and Mrs. P. Tooley, who, after furnishing 
their own homes with old, interesting, but 
not necessarily antique, furniture, bought at 
house sales and auction rooms, were quick 
to realise the advantages to be gained by 
giving a service to the housewife who did 
not wish to purchase the more expensive 
antiques. They deal mostly in Victoriana 
and what they term as bric-a-brac, which as 
they say, could be anything, and may even 
possibly be very old.
Two lovely old pubs stand on one side 
of the village green. The White Horse is 
believed to date from the Queen Anne 
period. Its name is derived from an old 
legend connected with the nearby castle, of 
which only the moat and mounds remain.
It is said that the ghost of a lady on a white 
horse has been seen on the site.
The cosy, low-beamed saloon bar, with its 
shining brass and copper, reminds one of 
a Dickensian Christmas scene. Mr. George 
Reeves a sprightly 83-year-old, has held 
the licence for 40 years. His daughter 
Hilda, a jolly, motherly person, helps to 
look after the bar and the catering. They 
serve anything from snacks at the bar to 
a full course meal in the charming, small 
dining room.
The Five Bells, smaller, but of no less 
importance, was built possibly by a rival 
brewery. The interesting features of this 

old, pleasant inn are the iron bars of the 
windows in the saloon bar. Presumably 
there to protect the straw plaiters’ 
merchants, who carried out their business 
there. The original fi replace has recently 
been discovered, in good condition, with 
its inglenook seat and baking oven intact.
Eaton Bray is a place where the woman play 
an important role in the running of village 
affairs. When I asked Hilda of the White 
Horse if there had been much change in the 
past 40 years, her reply was “Hardly at all”. 
From the window of the inn she can still 
see the same people cycle to their work at 
the nurseries, only now they have reached 
the third generation. Only the horse and 
carts are missing. Perhaps this is the secret 
of why Eaton Bray successfully combines 
all the pleasures of a rural existence with 
the progress of our modern times.
Connells, Estate Agents with several 
branches in this area, have two estates 
under development in Eaton Bray. Twenty,
three-bedroomed houses, with two 
reception rooms, kitchen, bathroom, gas-
fi red central heating and garage, are being 
built on the Moor End Estate. Each house 
has a small garden backing on to the Mill 
Stream. The prices of the semi-detached 
houses are £5,250 and the detached are 
£5,750. A smaller estate of eight houses is 
being developed on a private and secluded 
road just off the main road running through 
Eaton Bray. This development is called The 
Comp. There are two types of detached 
house here at a price of £8,500. Each house 
has four bedrooms, two reception rooms, 
kitchen, bathroom, a downstairs cloakroom 
and gas-fi red central heating. Garages are 
attached. The 200-foot gardens back on 
to an orchard belonging to Mr. Gray, and 
from the garden views can be obtained of 
Totternhoe Knolls and Ivinghoe Beacon.

Kindly note this article dates from 1968
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson
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Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 31 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

• Window Cleaning
• Conservatory Cleaning
• Fascia & Gutter Cleaning
• Solar Panel Cleaning

T: 01525 234120
M: 07807 973871

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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Quiz
Eaton Bray Village Hall

Saturday 26th April
This fabulous quiz with quizmaster Keith Blackburn
will still include a free supper with the questions

Bring you own glasses and drink.

7.00pm for 7.30pm 
Just £9 per person. Teams of up to 8 people

 Fabulous prizes!

This event is organised jointly by 
Eaton Bray Village Hall Fundraising Committee

and Eaton Bray Tennis Club

For bookings contact Ross 221411
Katrina 07939 873317

? ?

?

?

Wanted – Gardens 
In Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or Northall 

Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to 
help raise money for charity? 

If so, or you would like more information, please contact 
Kay Griffiths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136. 

OPEN GARDENS 
FESTIVAL 

8 June 2014 
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY

All calls large and 
small, maintenance 
and repairs
High pressure
BPEC qualifi ed
Solar BPEC qualifi ed

PLUMBING Bathrooms
CAD designed, 

supplied and
installed

Over 25 years 
experience

ABLE

01525 792184 or 07891 44907701525 792184 or 07891 449077
email: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.ukemail: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

John AbleJohn Able
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Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church
invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 12th April
11.00am to 1.00pm
Relax & chat with friends,

coffee/light lunch

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

 

Village 
Treasure Trail 

Hunt for clues around the village and 
collect your prize at the end! 

   3rd May 2014 
10am-2pm 

£2.50 
 

Start and finish at 6 Moor End, 
Eaton Bray where you can also 

browse our cake stall and 
garage sale. 

A prize for every participant and all correct 
answers will be entered into a draw for a special 

winner’s prize. 

Northall and District
Age Concern

Wednesday Club
would like to invite you to their

Coffee Morning
on

Wednesday 30th April
10am-11:30am

at Northall Village Hall
  Bring & Buy, homemade cakes, 
jams and pickles, Bric-a-brac, 

raffl e
Entrance- 50p

(to include drink and biscuits)

ST. MARY’S LADIES GUILD
INVITE YOU TO A 

COFFEE 
MORNING

IN AID OF WATERAID

SATURDAY 19TH APRIL 
ST.MARY’S CHURCH  10-12

CAKES  --  BRING & BUY -- GIFTS 
RAFFLE --  REFRESHMENTS

ENTRANCE:  ADULTS £1 
INCLUDES REFRESHMENTS
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We have 4 giant chocolate Easter Eggs that we are  
raffling off this month. Each egg is ‘hidden’ in a  
different location. Can you find them ? 
 
Raffle tickets are available at £1.00 a go and each raffle will be drawn according to the  
poster accompanying the egg. 
 
If any one of you manages to find all 4 eggs, send me an email (president@ebelions.org.uk) 
The names of everyone who finds all 4 eggs will be put into  a hat and a lucky winner,  
drawn at random, will win a prize 

** pls refer to our regular news article  
in this magazine for more information 

 Open sessions for you
 Every Tuesday at 2pm
Every Friday at 6pm 
 May to September

CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB, your friendly local Club,  
is for everybody – all ages: beginners to experts.

Our Open sessions are an ideal opportunity to get to  
know bowls and refine your skills. Come with trainers  

or flat soled shoes. We will supply the rest.   

Cheddington Bowls Club, The Recreation Ground, High Street,  

Contacts: Nigel on 01442 824 679 or Sue on 01296 668 772

Sponsored by  www.wisechoicewills.co.uk  01525 220644

Give Bowls a Go!
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Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Stairwells

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS Edlesborough 
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  Mid-Summer Music - Celtic to Classical 

     Three  Counties’  School  Choir Festival 
  Painting and Flower Arranging Classes 

Heritage Craft Displays  

20th-22nd June 

Festival planning is well underway – to coincide with the Summer Solstice. 
Come and enjoy a range of spectacular events. On Friday we repeat the 
popular art and flower arranging classes (book early to avoid disappointment) 
chris@brooklyns.org.uk or tel. 01525 220739. Friday evening’s entertainment 
will be lively traditional Irish music from The Devine Family.  Our Choirfest on 
Saturday afternoon will again be opened by John Bercow MP. In the evening 
we celebrate the longest day with sparkling music and sparkling wine – watch 
the sun set from Edlesborough Hill and toast summer with a “beaker full of 
the warm south”. On Sunday afternoon experience Heritage Craft displays 
and meet a mediaeval knight in full armour and weaponry. Learn about the 
Church’s history, architecture, and those who long ago breathed our sweet 
Edlesborough air. Festival ends with Songs of Praise and The Bells on Sunday 
evening. Cream teas and bar all weekend.   Details in next Focus and on our 
web site:    www.edlesboroughchurch.org.uk     Don’t miss a great experience!  
COME AND JOIN THE CHILL ON THE HILL – TICKETS FROM MAY 
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in conjuction with

Macmillan Cancer Support
Saturday 17 May, 7.30pm

St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray

Peculi8
As seen on BBC’s Children in Need

Peculi8 sing “a capella” in 8 part harmony and lend their 
unique sound to a repertoire ranging from Mozart via Queen 

to Amy Winehouse!
This will be a performance with something for everyone
Tickets priced £8 (children free) from the Box Offi ce on 01525 222283

 
 

   

EDaN  BEAUTIFICATION  TEAM 

MONDAY   5TH   MAY   2014 
   EDLESBOROUGH   VILLAGE   GREEN 

Sellers  8.30 a.m @ £10 
per car (2 metre height 
restriction) 

Access  in  Pebblemoor 

NO  NEED  TO  BOOK 
 
Any queries?  - contact  

Christine:  01525 220739 

e: chris@brooklyns.org.uk  

Buyers 9.00 a.m – 12.00  
 
We’ll  be  serving  up 

delicious   refreshments 

on  the  village  green. 

Come along  and sample 

our great bacon butties -  

 
and  grab a bargain too ! 
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G

 &
 J GroundworkG

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting
We look after any 

animal from
hamsters to horses

Tel: 07756 930814
Email: crittercare@sky.com

    

       For a top quality 
 decorating job call 

Marc Flack 

01525 223166 

 

     
    Trading locally for 10 years 

       References are available 
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd 
23 The Green, Edlesborough, LU6 2JF 

 

Your local IFA for impartial Personal or 
Corporate advice on: 

• Mortgages 
• Pensions & Annuities 
• Insurance 
• Savings & Investments 

 
Call Paul Pearce on 01525 220480 or email 

paul@finpru.com for a no obligation initial discussion 
 
 

 
Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd is authorised and regulated  

by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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Top Left: Crocus by Phil Wood
Top Right: Spring fl owers by 

Andy Parrott
Mid Left: Snowdrops by Shelagh 

Bagni
Mid Right: Spring is on its way 

by Adrian Welsh 
Bottom: Opposite Curves by 

Andy Cross
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Top: All Saints Church, Dagnall by 
Phil Wood

Left: A Wizz Air  A320 takes 
off from a cold Luton Airport on 
a winter afternoon by Richard 

Woodhead
Bottom: Marsworth Reservoir at 

dusk by Richard Woodhead
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call

or email a.mcclelland_pestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants - hornets
fl eas - cockroaches - bed bugs - pigeons - magpies

rabbits - rats - mice - moles - squirrels - foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
mobile 0777 494 8415 or offi ce 01582 872158
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Hate to Iron ? 
The Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions can help you out 

 for one day only ! 

On Saturday 12th April we will be in the Edlesborough Memorial Hall between 9am 
and 4pm. We will do your ironing for you for a flat fee of £10.00 per basket 
 
There will be a cake and refreshment stall and a second hand book sale taking place 
at the same time so there will be things for you to do whilst we iron  
your clothes. 
 
Alternatively for a small additional fee, we will deliver your ironed  
items back to you 
 
As always, all funds raised from this event will be donated to local  
causes  
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 



52

Dagnall School 

A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Dagnall School offers small class sizes, an exciting curriculum, excellent 

care and support and good links with the local community 
 
        Ofsted 2011 
“Pupils are confident, 
 very happy at school  
and curious to learn.”                      

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01442 842473    www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
 
 
                  
                     
 
                                      E-mail: office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk            
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 
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Dog Dog 
BehaviourBehaviour

&&
TrainingTraining

Your dog on the right track
LawesPaws

Professional help for you and your dog

Owning your dog should be a joy – if you are not 
fi nding this the case - let LawesPaws help

Vicky Lawes ACFBA MGoDT (MT)
CANINE BEHAVIOUR CONSULTANT & MASTER TRAINER

Experienced, professionally trained & in 
the comfort of your own home

Web: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Mob: 07765 287176

E: vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

Come and see us in our shop –
Unit 7B, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton 
Buzzard Road, Edlesborough, LU6 2HP.

Or check out our website –
www.completecanine.co.uk
And get free local 
delivery at a time 
that suits you.

Tel- 07854 102669
Email- info@completecanine.co.uk

Check web site for opening times.

We now have resident dog groomer, Julie, 
from Heads & Tails. Phone 07836 240467 for an 
appointment.

All things for your dog, sold locally.

*30 day challenge is for a limited time only. Terms & conditions 
apply. Please ask a member of staff for details.

Lettings 01525 371997   Sales 01525 377733   
www.mandmproperties.co.uk
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...

local people working for you

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT
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Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com



59

My name is Gemma Johnson and I live 
in Eaton Bray. I’ve recently been selected 
as one of 300 volunteers to represent the 
UK at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in 
Japan in 2015.
I applied to be a volunteer because I 
wanted to help young people have the once 
in a lifetime opportunity to meet Scouts 
from all over the world that I had in 2011 
when I was chosen to be a participant in 
the 22nd Jamboree in Sweden.
My experience as a volunteer will be very 
different from when I went as a participant 
and the jobs that I do could be anything 
from running workshops, catering or 
cleaning toilets.
However, in order to attend, I need to raise 
about £2000 to cover my own costs and 
to subsidise those Scouts coming from 
poorer countries.
I will therefore be organizing various 
fundraising events over the coming 

months; please see my advert for more 
details on a treasure trail that I’m 
organising on May 3rd.
I am organising a quiz night on 6th 
September - more details to follow.
As well as this I am also collecting 
clothing, shoes and household linen so 
if you have any that you could donate, 
please get in touch to arrange collection.
Finally, if you shop online would you 
consider helping me to raise funds by 
following the simple steps to sign up to 
easyfundraising? By doing this you’ll 
earn a donation every time you shop and it 
won’t cost you a penny! My link is: http://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
matthewgemmajohnson/
If you have any questions or can help 
in any other way please contact me: 
jamboree@centreboard.net
Thank you for your support,
Gemma Johnson 

The Annual General 
Meeting of the Dagnall 
Village Hall Management 

Committee will take place on Wednesday 
07 MAY at 6.30pm.
All residents of Dagnall aged 18 and over 
are welcome to attend and eligible to vote.  
The following offi cers of the committee 
will be elected: 
 Chairperson         Secretary
  Treasurer  Bookings Offi cer
Anyone wishing to stand for election to 
one of the offi ces may obtain a nomination 
form from the secretary (telephone 
842129).
The village organisations currently 

represented on the committee are 
Dagnall Under Fives, Dagnall School, 
Gardeners’ Society and Dagnall Over 
60’s.  These organisations are invited 
to appoint a person to the committee as 
their representative.  Any village clubs or 
societies not currently represented on the 
committee, such as Dagnall Church are 
welcome to attend the meeting in order to 
seek the opportunity to appoint a person 
to the committee as their representative.
Please do make the effort to attend the 
AGM – it’s your village hall (and recreation 
ground) and you have an opportunity to 
infl uence how it is managed.  
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Often seen as something embarrassing, as 
many as 1 in 3 women experience some 
form of women’s health problem during 
their lifetime, some taking 10 years before 
seeking help, unaware that physiotherapy 
may be the solution.
Common women's health issues include 
pelvic fl oor problems following pregnancy, 
urinary frequency/urgency or leaking urine 
whilst coughing, sneezing or exercising.
There are various treatment options available, 
ranging from simple lifestyle changes such 
as advice on bladder and bowel habits, diet & 
fl uid intake to exercises and electrotherapy.
Getting specialist help can change your life:
• Allows you the freedom to go about your 

daily life without having to worry about 
your bladder problems.

• Restores confi dence and self esteem.
• Helps you regain a good sleeping pattern.
• Allows you to exercise with confi dence.
• Combined with other exercise it can help 

prevent or ease back pain.
As part of Women’s Health Week 12-17 
May, Moira D’Arcy, Women’s Health 
Physiotherapist  from St Judes Clinic, will be 
offering free information and advice at her 
clinic in Leighton Buzzard.  Make a change 
for the better and book in a free advice 
session today.  
For more information contact: 
St Judes Clinic, 26 Lake Street, Leighton 
Buzzard, LU7 1RX,  01525 377751 
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com

Rather stronger language will be said under 
a bowler’s breath when an opponent’s wood 
luckily wicks off another wood and fi nishes 
up in a good place. Poor shots sometimes 
have a good result. Infuriating, but that’s 
bowls. Of course, a good shot can be 
deliberately aimed to wick off another wood 
to achieve a prime position on a rink.  
What a great game bowls is - skill, tactics, 
friendship and fresh air. There will be plenty 
of wicks, aimed for, and lucky ones, during 
the coming season at Cheddington Bowls 
Club.
You can GIVE BOWLS A GO on any 
Tuesday (2 pm) or Friday (6pm), through to 
September. Coaching and the loan of bowls 
is free. The Club’s OPEN DAY is on Sunday 
June 1st from 2 pm.
Last year was a very successful one. The 
Club won and were semi fi nalists in County 
competitions. It was also a very sad year. Our 
President, Bill Young (Cheddington), passed 
away after a short illness. Bill was one of the 

best. We will miss his smile and humour.  A 
great ambassador for the fun of bowls.
A special thanks goes to the Green team, 
led by Ken Eames (Dunstable), who have 
worked so hard this winter widening access 
paths and renewing ditches, and to Richard 
Lloyd (Houghton Regis) who has led the 
work on a new ladies changing facility. 
Bingo, short mat and food & drink evenings, 
when members of Marsworth WI and the 
Beacon Club (Pitstone) joined us, were each 
part of the Club’s social as well as bowling 
calendar.  The Christmas dinner too was 
pretty good fun.
Our friendly Club attracts members from 
far and wide. I look forward to seeing you 
being WICKED on the green sometime this 
summer. If you would like to know more, 
just give me, or our secretary, Nigel Dolton, 
01442 824679 (Tring), a call.
Tony Duke: 01525 220644 (Eaton Bray)
Club Chairman
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Luton, Dunstable & 
District Cats Protection 

is operated by a small but dedicated group 
of volunteers. The areas covered by our 
branch is from postcodes LU1 to LU7 
& MK45 (South of A507, Westoning, 
Flitwick & Barton-le-Clay)
We operate from a network of volunteer 
fosterers throughout South Bedfordshire 
who care for the cats in their own homes 
either in a purpose built cat pen in the 
garden or a spare room within their home. 
Each cat receives a very high standard of 
care whilst with us, we never overcrowd cat 
pens or mix cats from differing household 
together. On admission every cat and kitten 
is vet checked, fully vaccinated, neutered 
(if old enough) micro-chipped and treated 
for fl eas and worms, all this costs well 
over £150 per cat. Love and one-to-one 
attention comes free!  Cats Protection will 
Never put a health cat to sleep, there is 
always a new home for every cat – some 
just take longer than others to fi nd it!
It’s our aim to help as many unwanted and 
abandoned cats and kittens as possible by 
rehabilitating and re-homing to permanent, 
loving new homes. The areas we work in 
and the people and cats we deal with are 
all diverse. We will rescue and re-home 
cats for various reasons, sometimes people 
move and leave their cat behind, sometimes 
their owner dies, sometimes cats are found 
wandering or injured and sometimes they 
are just given up when people can’t cope 
anymore!
But the work of our volunteers doesn’t 
stop there and includes many other roles 
and activities, we also seek to alleviate 
the problem of unwanted cats, by offering 
information and advice about responsible 
cat ownership. Promoting and assisting 
families on low incomes with the cost of 

neutering as the only effective 
long term solution to reduce 
the number of cats in the future. Raising 
awareness and funds at various community 
events during rain or shine to mention just 
a few of the other roles covered by our 
volunteers!
It costs a lot of money each day to keep a 
cat at one of our foster homes, in addition 
to all the basics such as food, litter, heating, 
we have to pay for all the medical bills, 
plus the fl ea treatments, blood tests when 
necessary, neutering, micro-chipping, and 
vaccinations, amongst other things. This 
is why we rely so heavily on the kindness 
and generosity of the local people.
We all strive to ensure our cats are healthy 
and happy!  For more information about 
what we do or to adopt a cat please visit 
our website - http://www.luton.cats.org.
uk/luton or call the branch on 0845 371 
2746
Here is George who is currently our Cat of 
the Month and would love a new home in 
time for the spring and summer – 
George is a big boy! He's a semi longhaired, 
handsome and lovable male who adores 
company and attention. He is gentle and 
enjoys being stroked and brushed. He is 
about 5 years old, neutered, micro-chipped 
and vaccinated. George is a confi dent cat 
and loves to roll over for a tummy rub 
within a few minutes of meeting you for 
the fi rst time! He came to us as a long term 
stray but now its hard believe as he's such 
a big friendly cat. It will be best if George 
goes to a new home where there is access 
to a safe garden as he loves to sit out in the 
sunshine when the weather is warm and 
where there is someone around for a lot 
of the time who can give him the attention 
he deserves as he will make a purrrrfect 
addition to any family! 
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Parish Council meeting– dates and 
venues
17th April 2014 Annual Parish Meeting 
commencing 7.30pm followed by Parish 
Council Meeting at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
15th May 2014 Annual General Meeting 
commencing 7.30pm followed by Parish 
Council Meeting at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
Parish Clerk
As from 1st April 2014 the position of 
Clerk will be taken over by Penny Pataky 
who has been the Assistant Clerk for the 
past 18 months.  Penny will also continue 
in her role as Manager of the Green, 
Memorial Hall and Pavilion.  Lin Sargeant 
will remain as part of the Parish Council 
dealing with Financial and Planning 
matters, but no longer serve as Clerk. 
For future reference and for all general 
enquiries please contact Penny Pataky 
on 01525 229358 or email clerk@
edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   
Information on who to contact at 
Edlesborough Parish Council:
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Bookings 
Manager:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358 
NEW e-mail:
manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Enquiries / concerns regarding 
the Memorial Hall, Pavilion, 
Playground and Green
Manager:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358 
NEW e-mail:
manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Faulty Streetlights, Allotments, 
Burials
(The streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall 
& Northall are not maintained by Bucks 
CC or AVDC)
Clerk: Penny Pataky 01525 229358                 

NEW e-mail:
clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk 
Memorials and Cemetery enquires
NEW e-mail: clerk@edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk
Finance & Planning   
Lin Sargeant:  01525 220859 current 
NEW e-mail:
rfo@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   
To report vandalism or issues concerning 
the Police – contact Thames Valley 
Police by phoning 101 which will put 
you through to Bedfordshire Police and 
you will be asked which Police authority 
you wish to speak to: for this area press 
the relevant number for Thames Valley 
Police. 
To report fl y tipping = contact Aylesury 
Vale District Council on 01296 585235
To report matters relating to 
Buckinghamshire County Council such 
as potholes, overgrown verges, gulleys 
and drainage – contact Transport for 
Buckinghamshire on 0845 230 2882 
where you will be given a Reference 
number to check the progress of your 
report or notify the Clerk. 
Refuse & recycling collection (and to 
order extra bins) 
AVDC  01296 585510
Environmental Health (inc. noise) 
AVDC  01295 585605
Trading Standards   
Bucks CC 01296 383212
Standing Orders
The Council’s Standing Orders have been 
updated to bring them in line with its new 
Financial Regulations.  Both documents 
can be viewed on www.edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk 
Aylesbury Vale Local Plan
The recent AVDC Local Plan has been 
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scrapped and a new Plan is now being 
prepared.
Bucks CC
Due to staff cut backs several members 
of staff have been moved to different 
areas and our new Area Technician is Rob 
Anderson aided by Clifford Marshall.  
The Parish Council were sorry to 
loose Paul Foot but will do all it can to 
endeavour to get the current outstanding 
problems concerning the bad condition of 
Kingsmead road and pavements, parking 
in South End Lane, Northall, pot holes at 
the junction of Brook Street/High Street, 
cutting back verges along Main Road 
South, Dagnall, white lining and railings 
in Dunstable Road, Dagnall dealt with as 
soon as it possibly can.
Allotments
There are currently a few allotments 
available at Cow Lane, please contact 
Penny Pataky for further information. 
Posters are on the village notice boards 

regarding a BBC 2 Gardening Programme 
‘The Big Allotment Challenge’. They 
are looking for talented amateur kitchen 
gardeners to compete in BBC2’s The 
Big Allotment Challenge. ~ For more 
information and an application form 
email: grow@silverriver.tv
Penny Pataky – Clerk
Tel:  01525 229358
NEW e-mail:
clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Lin Sargeant – Responsible Finance 
Offi cer for Edlesborough Parish Council, 
and also responsible for Planning matters   
Tel.  01525 220859  
NEW e-mail:
rfo@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: 
Penny Pataky: Tel:  01525 229358
NEW e-mail:
manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

February continued in the same cheerful 
mode as January with a very busy and 
vibrant Cafe Community on the 2nd 
Saturday and a delightful Sunday Cafe 
Worship, led by the Sunday School Staff, 
which highlighted the work of the Junior 
Mission for All.  At our service on Feb 
16th Carole Gain was warmly welcomed 
into fellowship, the latest in a series of 
new members.  Leading a service for 
the fi rst time in our church, on March 
2nd Karen Drayton gave us an inspiring 
introduction to the work of Khristiya 
Seva Niketan Hospital at Serenga in West 
Bengal, which she and a group from The 
Square, Dunstable had recently visited. 
As a congregation, we considered what 
we could learn from the open-hearted 
generosity, patience and dedication of 
the Bengali Christians working there. 

On Pancake Day the church hosted 
a well-attended ‘Churches Together’ 
evening of prayer, praise and pancakes. 
The gathering thoroughly enjoyed the 
delicious pancakes, nobly cooked by 
Rev Coralie McCluskey of St Mary’s and 
Jennie Dibsdall of The Salvation Army
Dates for your Diary: 
An Evening of Music  with Dunstable 
U3A Choir and  the Memory Lane 
Ensemble on Thursday, April 10th at 
7.30pm
Cafe Community on Saturday April 12th, 
11am – 1pm. You are warmly invited for 
a light lunch, or coffee and biscuits and a 
restful chat with friends.
The Annual Garden Fete at Chestnut 
Lodge, Great Billington on  Saturday 7th 
June



64

Central Beds Council (CBC)
Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Customer Services: 0300 300 8302
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk
• Broadband rollout: CBC has been 

working to develop a joint superfast 
broadband project with neighbouring 
authorities.  For more detail visit:  
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
local-business/business-information-
and-advice/broadband/default.aspx  or 
telephone 0300 3004341.

• CBC University Technical College 
(Houghton Regis): The school has 
around 100 students in Years 10, 12 & 
13 all studying Engineering/Product 
Design at Level 2 & 3.  The school is 
in its second year of operation and are 
looking to create a Board of Employers 
from various areas in engineering 
to support the college. For more 
information please contact DHill@
centralbedsutc.org .

• Smoke free: The latest stop smoking 
campaign ‘smokefree’ has one simple 
message ‘if you could see the damage 
smoking does, you’d stop’.  For more 
information/ advice call the Quitline on 
0800 0130553.

• Volunteering: If you have some spare 
time and want to help others in your 
community, there are currently 28 
schemes in Central Beds made up and 
run by local residents who want to give 
help/support to other local people who 
need it.  To fi nd out more visit http://
www.bedsrcc.org.uk .

Bedfordshire Police: 
Crime report from 01/01/14-31/01/14.    
There were no reported crimes this month.   

If you have any information regarding 
an incident or wish to contact any 
Leighton Buzzard PCSO, then please 
call 01582 473411 or email at LPT.
LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@
bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 
Miscellaneous
• The Parish Council are looking into the 

option of additional tree planting in the 
village due to the number of dead/dying 
trees that have been removed in the last 
few years.

• The Annual Parish Meeting and the 
Annual Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish 
Council will be held on Monday 12th 
May 2014, from 7:00pm in The Coffee 
Tavern (1st fl oor).

• The Parish Council wished to remind 
residents’ that they need to ensure their 
hedges/bushes/trees do not encroach 
onto the public footpath and are cut 
back accordingly, allowing free access 
for footpath users.

Future Eaton Bray Parish Council 
Meeting Date
Monday 7th April 2014; 7:30pm at The 
Coffee Tavern (1st fl oor)

Crime Type 

01/01/13 
To 

31/01/13 

01/01/14 
To 

31/01/14 

Recorded crime 
Violence against the person 1 0 
Domestic Burglary 2 0 
Burglary – other 4 0 
Vehicle Crime 2 0 
Other Theft 2 0 
Criminal Damage 2 0 
Drugs 1 0 
Other Notifiable Offences 0 0 

Total 14 0 
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Parish Council Website:
www.ebpc.co.uk
For full detailed copy of the minutes for 
Eaton Bray Parish Council please visit 
the Parish Council website. 
A hard copy of minutes can also be viewed 
on the Parish Council’s notice board at 
The Coffee Tavern.

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk
Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464
Website: www.ebpc.co.uk  
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answerphone]

The old cliché “the more you put in, the 
more you get out” is certainly true for 
the members of Dunstable and District 
Orbit Club.    Since its inception over 
25 years ago, the club has raised nearly 
£60,000 for local charities from events 
such as quiz nights, stalls at carnivals and 
coffee mornings.  We also give our time 
to help organisations and people in the 
community, such as marshalling at fun 
runs and helping to put on choir concerts 
for local senior citizens.
However, there is more to belonging to 
Orbit than the camaraderie and teamwork 
involved in organising community and 
fundraising events.   The emphasis is 
very much on having fun and providing 
an active social calendar – anything 
from llama-trekking, archery and 10-pin 
bowling, to meals, cinema trips and even 
taking to the skies in a glider!  We plan 
events to suit all budgets, and many of 
them are free or low cost, such as walks, 
games nights or simply getting together 
for a chat at the local pub.   Annual 
membership is just £15.

The club is keen to expand its community, 
social and fundraising events and hopes 
that new members would bring fresh ideas 
along with them. In return we can offer 
you friendship and a sense of belonging 
as part of our team.  Whatever your skills 
and background, everyone has something 
to offer, and we can all help to improve 
the communities we live in - and raise 
much-needed funds for worthy causes.
Orbit meets on the fi rst and third Tuesday 
of the month at Dunstablians Rugby Club, 
Bidwell Park,  Bedford Road, Houghton 
Regis, LU5 6JW, from 8 pm.   Our fi rst 
meeting of the month is a planning meeting, 
where we discuss what community, social 
or fundraising events we would like to 
hold.   Our second meeting (3rd Tuesday 
of the month) is purely a social gathering 
at the club.  Give us a try!   You’ll be given 
a very warm welcome.
For more information please visit www.
orbitclub.org.uk/dunstable or contact 
Mark on 01582 539379 or Julie on 01582 
535761.  You can also email the club 
directly from the website.
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The members were welcomed by 
Deirdrea to “Our Mother’s Day” themed 
Guild Meeting and birthday cards for 
Christina Driscoll, Joan Fossey and 
Pamela Richardson were handed out. The 
devotions were led by Judy Venn.
Notices:  Guild Coffee morning Saturday 
19th April 10-12, a notice was passed 
around for donations and offers of help on 
the day.
A cream tea at Frosts on 25th June cost 
£12.50, plus a canal cruise with a traditional 
tea in September was suggested £14, with 
further details at the next meeting
Dr. J Richard Bell will be the speaker at the 
next meeting on 9th April on “Climbing 
Mt. Kilimanjaro”.
Carol Jones was introduced demonstrating 
making Easter eggs and goodies, many 
different fl avoured chocolate bars were 
shown and small samples for tasting 
were passed around together with items 
that had been made.  Carole prepared the 

chocolate explaining it had to reach the 
right temperature of approximately 34 
degrees, the mixture was then carefully 
poured into various moulds of eggs, 
rabbits and lollies etc.  These were left 
to set, and it was explained that under 
no circumstances should they be put into 
refridgerators to set. Carol donated items 
for the raffl e. 
Cathy thanked Carol for a very interesting 
and informative demonstration.
Social time followed by an “Our Mother’s 
Day” themed tea, with a chocolate fl oral 
centrepiece and iced Mother’s Day cakes.
Before leaving for home, raffl e prizes of 
Mother’s Day gifts and chocolate items 
donated by Carol were won.

How to Enter
Please telephone Tania Watkin on
01525 222582 for an entry form, 

or download a form from the 
Carnival website:

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com
Entry forms should be 

returned to Tania by 8th April

St Mary’s Village Carnival
Would you like to lead the Carnival 

Procession and help open the 
Carnival on Saturday 5th July?

Are you aged between
8 and 12 years?

If so, you could be the
Carnival Queen or Princess

we are looking for.
To take part all you have to do is 

complete and return an entry form 
(details below) and come along to 

Eaton Bray Village Hall on
Sunday 13 April at 11.15am

when a draw to select the Queen, 
Princess and two Attendants will 

take place.
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Dagnall Gardeners’ 
Society
AGM

Friday 11th April 7.30pm 
 Dagnall Village Hall

Dunstable Road Dagnall 
There are 2 items to be discussed in any 

other business:
1. The future of the Dagnall 

Annual Show
2. Membership fee

Please come and support us and 
have your say 

Any new ideas welcomed 
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POST OFFICE HOURS
Mon to Fri – 9am to 5.30pm / Sat – 9am to 12.30pm

No lunchtime closure. Closed on Bank Holidays

- Inland and Overseas Parcel Services   - Road Tax
- Foreign Currency   - Moneygram

- Personal & Business Banking (applicable accounts)
- Bill Payments

SHOP HOURS
Mon to Sat – 5am to 8pm / Sunday - 5am to 1pm

Open Bank Holidays to 5.30pm

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HH
T. 01525 220381  E. edlesboroughstores@hotmail.co.uk

Home Newspaper & Magazine Deliveries
Edlesborough, Eaton Bray, Totternhoe, Slapton, Northall, Stanbridge,

Tilsworth, Marsworth, Ivinghoe

- National and Health Lottery   - Free ATM
- Monthly Promotions in Store   - Mobile Phone, Electric and Gas Top Ups

- Fresh Bread and Cakes (orders taken)
- Fresh Fruit, Veg and Local Produce   - Off Licence (offers in store)

 - Greeting Cards and Stationery
- Laundry and Clothing Repair Service

YOUR LOCAL
VILLAGE STORE
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Registered Freelance Riding
Instructor

Just moved into the area and teaching
within a 10 mile radius of Edlesborough.

Teaching private clients on their own 
horses.

Experienced teaching all levels of ability,
age and discipline.

Fun, enthusias  c and confi dence giving.

Kate Broadway BHSAI
01525 792562     07841 053159

Established 1970
For all your aerial and 

satellite needs call Colin 
on 01525 374742

JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
DESIGN

ALL ASPECTS OF
LANDSCAPING UNDERTAKEN

INCLUDING FENCING,
TURFING AND RAISED BEDS

TIMBER STRUCTURES 
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB 
GARDENS

BESPOKE WOODEN FURNITURE

FREE ITEMISED QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM
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www.etctennis.org
Play tennis     Have fun     Socialise     Feel good     Join our club

Join via the website, or call Iona McLean-Hall on 01525 220562 for details

Website by Jupiterwill

New 100 Club
In aid of toilets and other improvements

at St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray

Contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com or telephone: 222691

Spend £2 to 
spend a penny

Monthly

 draws
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Cheeky Cherubs Childcare
Tel: 01442 843 846
Mob: 07774 323 439

Children of all ages welcome, from 
birth right though to their teens!

OFSTED Registered & DBS Certifi ed
Nicola Fowler

  

B
001525 220926  

33 Summerleys, Edlesborough lu6 2hr  
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PLLUMBING AND 
               HEEATING  
 For all your plumbing, Heating and Gas 

requirements  
 

Nossiter and Barnett Limited 
Plumbing and Heating 

 
Contact Matt or Jamie 

Tel 01525 229524 Mob 07802 270427 
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Are you an elderly or 
housebound resident ? 
 
Would you enjoy a 
monthly (free delivery) fish 
and chip supper ? 

If you answer is ‘yes’ to either of the above questions then 
please do get in touch. 
 
We run this scheme on the last Friday of every month but 
need your orders no less than 48 hours prior to this. We have 
a voicemail facility on our phone if we are not there to speak 
to you directly. All messages will be confirmed back to you so 
you know your order has been received. 
 
Please call on 01525 229 656 to place your order 
 OOrdinary people doing amazing things

Come for Coffee 
 

 For a warm 
welcome and a 
cheering cuppa 

Saturday each 
month in 

 
Eaton Bray 

10.00am – midday 
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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Our AGM last month passed 
without major incident or 
members’ uprisings, aided by 

a slick powerpoint presentation from 
Chairman Stuart. This was itself aided by 
a large white paper tablecloth and copious 
amounts of blu-tac, due to the cricket 
clubhouse walls being bright yellow. 
Any Health & Safety executive would 
have had a fi t as Stuart and I balanced 
precariously via several chairs, eight feet 
up the wall, each grasping a corner of the 
makeshift screen. Mission accomplished, 
we retired to the bar for a swift half to 
celebrate still being in one piece, prior to 
the commencement of proceedings. A good 
evening was had by all who turned up, and 
the new committee (whose membership 
co-incidentally exactly matches that of the 
old committee) is raring to go with ideas 
for events and social activities for the rest 
of the year. Watch this space for news of 
what will be occurring over the coming 
months!
Are you looking for something for your 
kids to do over the Easter holidays? Our 
club coach Sara Leavy is running some 
Easter Tennis Camps over the next couple 
of weeks at the courts in School Lane. Sara 
is a PTR Pro and LTA level 3 licensed coach 
with CRB and Emergency First Aid. Ages 
from 5 to 15 are catered for, and all that the 
participants need to bring along is a drink 
and a snack – all equipment is supplied. 
Suitable sports clothing and trainers should 
be worn. Dates and costs are below. 

Times: Reception to Year 4 at 9am - 
11am.  Year 5 to Year 9 at 11am - 1pm
For more information or to book a place, 
Please call Sara Leavy on 07561 571 578 
Finally, news of our mystery player’s 
progress towards playing 250 sessions 
of tennis in 2014. After an excellent start 
in January where he managed to take to 
the court 25 times, he has now played 24 
sessions in February – which is a shorter 
month! To make his target of 250, then his 
average needs to be 4.8 sessions per week, 
and he is currently sitting (well not much 
sitting actually...) at 5.75 per week, so he 
is already ahead of target. He claims to 
feel fi tter and motivated to continue at this 
pace – providing his poor aching body will 
allow him to do so! He did mention to his 
wife that she may have to go on holiday by 
herself this year. Fortunately the resulting 
black eye only put him out for three days. 
Stay tuned to Focus for our monthly 
update on ‘Target Two Fifty’ and chart Mr 
Mystery’s progress over the year! 
For any further information about the 
club, including when we get together for 
our social tennis sessions up at the School 
Lane courts, or our various activities, you 
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 
Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart 
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara 
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all 
out and I’ve not been sent on an ‘avoiding 
self-infl icted accidents’ course, then me, 
Andy Cross, on 07783 667338.

Week 1 Mon 7th April Tues 8th April Weds 9th April Thurs 10th April
Week 2 Mon 14th April Tues 15th April Weds 16th April Thurs 17th April

Costs: Member Non-Member
Week £30 £40
Day £9 £11
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Over 60’s
Due to the death of Martin, the publican of 
the Red Lion, the February meeting was 
cancelled.
A coach took a number of our members 
to Llandudno for a weekend by the sea in 
early March.
Our March meeting is Tea and Bingo in 
the village hall at 2pm. and April is our 
outing to the Green Man and the Garden 
centre.
Phone 01442843202 if you are over sixty 
and would like to join us.
Community Choir

CHOIR STRETCHED
Having worked so hard to be part of The 
Dunstable Choir Festival at the end of last 
month we now enter a phase of adding 
lighter pieces to our repertoire for various 
appearances later in the year.
Admittedly we were stretched a bit to learn 
“The Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s 
“Messiah” and “The Heavens are Telling” 
from Haydn’s “The Creation” but they are 
beautifully uplifting pieces and to perform 
them, en masse, with other Choirs, made 
all of the hard work in Monday evening 
practises worthwhile. 
Thanks are due to 
Judy Smither, our 
accompanist and to 
Michelle Garrard, 
our musical director, 
for their patience 
and good humoured 
encouragement during 
the learning process. 
Thanks are also similarly 
due to all of our much 
valued members. Many 
of us had reservations 
as to whether we would 
“get” these pieces but 

we knew that when we had “got” them we 
would feel proud of ourselves. We did and 
we are !
Our next appearance is on June 21st. as 
part of The Edlesborough Festival. Details 
can be found elsewhere in this magazine.
Dagnall School Celebrate World Book 
Week
The children had an exciting week starting 
with the sharing of their Favourite books. 
We wrote book reviews, character studies 
and looked at the features of non-fi ction 
books. 
On Shrove Tuesday we had a reading 
breakfast including the reading of pancake 
recipes and poems which the children 
took home. 
The author Margie Skinner came into 
school. She has written a selection of 
guide books of London especially for 
children. The children were excited to fi nd 
out how books are made.
This has inspired the children to read a 
variety of different books and to become 
authors themselves!
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is the 
Sony Award winning mid-

morning show presenter for BBC Three 
Counties Radio. During his consumer 
hour he helps listeners with their 
consumer problems and now shares his 
advice with you. 
The internet has of course brought some 
unwanted problems, but it has also 
brought some incredible benefi ts to us 
consumers.  One of those benefi ts is the 
creation of ‘Cashback’ websites.  Gosh 
I love them!  In fact, I frequently bore 
people senseless telling them about the 
important of logging on and saving ££££ 
on your purchases.
If you haven’t come across the likes of 
‘Quidco’ or ‘TopCashback’ before, let me 
explain how they work:
Cashback websites pay you a cash fee 
when purchasing goods or services via 
their website.  The amount of cashback 
is generally a percentage of the total you 
spend with the retailer.  
They tend to make their fee from the 
companies that they suggest on their site.  
Many of these are well known high street 
branches, some are lesser known retailers.  
They normally transfer the cashback 
you’ve earned directly into your bank 
account as soon as they receive it.  So it’s 
a win win for the consumer.  
They also provide voucher codes for 
thousands of retailers so you can gain 
discounts at the online checkout.
All you have to do is:
1. Register with one or more cashback 

site.
2. When you decide you want to make an 

online purchase of a product or service, 
log into the cashback site, search the 
cashback rates available and follow the 

link to the company’s website.
3. Make the purchase, and wait for the 

cashback to arrive in your bank account 
(it normally takes at least a few weeks 
and should be tracked automatically).

Let me give you a couple of examples 
(chosen at random at the time of writing):
It’s time to renew your car insurance.  
You get some online quotes and fi nd that 
Tesco Insurance is offering you the best 
deal.  You could of course just take out a 
policy with them directly on their website.  
That would be fairly silly though, 
because by going to Tesco Insurance via 
a cashback website, you would receive a 
cashback lump sum payment of £75 after 
completing the purchase.  By going to 
them directly, you would have missed out 
on a £75 saving.
You need a new washing machine.  You 
fi nd one you like at Currys.  Again, you 
could just purchase it directly on the Currys 
website, but by going via a cashback 
website like Quidco or TopCashBack, you 
would stand to make 2% cashback on the 
total purchase price.  That would be £8 
back on a £400 washing machine.  Better 
than a slap round the face with a wet fi sh 
eh?!
You can make additional money by 
referring your friends and relatives to the 
sites as well.  
I always say that you don’t get anything 
in this world for free.  So how do the 
companies that offer the cashback benefi t 
from this?  Well, they gain because you’re 
more likely to buy from the retailers that 
are listed with those cashback sites.
The important thing is to remember to use 
the site.  Whichever online purchase you 
need to make: fl ights, insurance, electrical 
goods, perfume, clothes, wine or groceries, 
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always go via a cashback website and start 
saving.  I always remember and since I 
started using cashback websites 2 years 
ago and have already made £237.38.  So 
go get yourself some free cashback!

End of a Scouting Adventure
Back in 1999 , with three boys under the 
age of 5, my wife suggested I pop round 
the Scout hut and volunteer to help on the 
Scout Committee to ensure that there were 
suffi cient parents on board to keep the 
Group going – so re-starting my Scouting 
adventure which I had previously 
thoroughly enjoyed as a child.
In 2002 the group faced imminent closure 
of both its Cub and Scout sections due 
to a lack of leaders. As my eldest was 
just joining cubs at the time I felt it only 
natural to step up and become the Cub and 
Scout leader. The summer of 2014 will 
therefore be a bitter-sweet time for me as I 
fi nally hang up my necker.
Asked why I stuck at it so long I could 
only answer that it was a hugely enjoyable 
and rewarding period. 
Why? – because I got to see the children 
of the village have a ball, challenging 
themselves and growing with their 
achievements. We were able to build 
up an incredible group of leaders and 
Committee members (although currently 
in need of a Chairman) and were able to 
work as a team to put on some wonderful 
activities. 
Our aim is simple – to have fun!
As well as all the usual core Scouting 
skills camping, hiking etc we have been 
fortunate to:
Sleep overnight on HMS Belfast, the 
Science Museum, the Natural History 
Museum, Gilwell Park at minus 6 degrees 
and at Wicksteed Park. Summer camps 
in Dorset (visiting Brownsea Island), the 

New Forest, Sherwood Forest and the 
Wye Valley.
We have abseiled, climbed – both rock 
and ice wall, shooting - both rifl e and 
pistol, archery, high ropes and “leap of 
faith” zip- wired, canoed (down the Wye 
Valley), kayaked, dragon boated, built 
rafts, sailed, fi shed (including sea fi shing) 
wake-boarded, wind-surfed, body surfed, 
skied, pot-holed, ice skated, white water 
rafted, been gliding, skinned and cooked 
rabbit, pheasant and quail and even 
sheared sheep!!
The children would not have had the 
opportunity to do these things without the 
huge amount of support the group gets 
from all the leaders and parents who give 
up their time willingly to come along and 
help. 
It is therefore quite sad that as our Scout 
Leader is moving from the area shortly, 
we have been unable to fi nd anyone to 
step up to help. Consequently - as in 2002 
- the Scout section now faces closure. 
We know it can be a diffi cult decision to 
commit to doing something like this but 
we are trying to build up a team of people 
– not just one – to share the load. Anyone 
thinking of volunteering would get all the 
back up and support they need from other 
leaders, our District, the committee and 
the parents.
Come on – have a go – don’t let the children 
down – it really is most rewarding!
Here’s to many more 
years of a thriving 
village group
Nick Evans
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Weather Conditions for February 2014
Wet, windy and mild, that was February 2014, with 131.4mm of rain which was 2½ 
times more than last year. The station recorded the highest ever wind speed at 56mph 
on the 14th of the month. 
The month was unbelievably mild with temperatures that didn’t drop below 1.3ºc 
during February 
Over fi rst two months of this year, January- February, we recorded 292 mm of rain, 
this was 263% of the last 6 years’ average. Taking that average fi gure in a normal year 
we would not have reached 292mm of rain until the third week in June, that’s how 
extraordinary this winter has been.

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

Hi Wind & Rain February 2014

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.
co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall
If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: david@
dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883.
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Deirdrea welcomed the 
members, two new visitors 

and Rev Coralie and her husband Ralph 
McClusky to the March meeting. There 
were no minutes from the previous meeting 
to be read.
The members were very appreciative of 
last month’s speaker Sheila Beal, who 
showed her pictures of the family holiday 
in Namibia. Both the photography and 
the commentary were excellent, and were 
enjoyed by all.
After discussion, it was decided that the 
outing would not be to Stamford and 
Burghley but that another area would be 
chosen, the Committee would arrange this.
Various correspondence from WI 
Federation and National Federation, 
consisting of notices of future events, were 
read out. A new tea rota had been drawn up 
by Deirdrea and a notice of all future events 
were given to members.
Deirdrea introduced Rev Coralie as the 
speaker (with her personal technician 
Ralph at hand).
Coralie is the Rural Chaplain of Bedfordshire 
of the Farming Community Network. She 
showed part of a DVD outlining some of 
the situations that arise within the farming 
community. Farming is a lonely business, 
many hours are spent working alone, 
giving rise to isolation and without an 
opportunity to discuss any diffi culties they 
are encountering. Left unchecked, these 
can cause personal distress, as one set of 
problems causes another. Coralie then went 
on to explain the work that she does, coming 
from a farming background, she is able to 
provide practical support and pastoral care 
as well as a listening ear to those with 
problems. She unloaded her FCN bag that 
she takes everywhere, wellingtons, fl eece, 
waterproofs, bible, small cross, mobile 

phone and water.
FCN is a Christian organisation and 
registered charity and there is a national 
telephone helpline available every day of 
the year. A quarter of all farming families are 
living on or below the poverty line. Many 
farmers have their health, their families 
and their future because of the care and 
support and friendship they have received 
from an FCN volunteer. Farming has a high 
incidence of suicide, so this work is vital 
as the volunteers ‘walk beside them’, until 
they are able to cope. With Coralie’s caring 
and concerned nature, it was easy to see 
that she was perfect for the job that she did. 
It was a very sensitive and touching talk 
and the members had many questions to be 
answered. Deirdrea thanked Coralie for a 
very enlightening talk on a subject of which 
so little seemed to be known. A cheque was 
given to her for the FCN fund.
The next meeting is on 7th April at 7.30pm, 
when the demonstrator will be Carol Jones 
with her Easter cooking of hot X buns and 
other goodies. Teas by Marion and Anne 
Salmon.
Suggestions of a canal cruise with a cream 
tea and a visit to St Alban’s Cathedral for 
the Flower Festival in September, were 
suggested. Social time followed with 
the teas and refreshments provided by 
Joan Horne and Joan Thorne. The raffl e 
followed.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

100 Club Winners 
February 2014

£100 Richard Constable   No.6
£25   Prue Hardy    No.99
£10    Joe Sweeting   No.81
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & Meadow Marquees 
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“There is sweet music that softer falls
Than petals from blown roses on the grass,
Or night-dew on the still waters between 
walls
Of shadowy granite, in a gleaming pass;
Music that gentler on the spirit lies
Than tired eyelids upon tired eyes.”

Lord Tennyson.
Music: it brings you the gift of tranquility 
and relaxation; a calm inner stillness that 
refreshes the mind and fi nds a home in 
your heart and promotes your dreams. It 
brings healing, and peaceful enjoyment; 
a place where you can escape from the 
stresses and strains of modern living.
One of the delights of spring is listening 
to the sound of the birds as they sing 
the dawn chorus; especially if you get 
up really early and go to the middle of 
a wood, well away from the sounds of 
traffi c in the morning rush hour. Another 
is the sound of church bells calling people 
to worship on sunday morning.  A large 
orchestra, or the gentle soft sound of a 
single cello. Choir boys, singing praise, 
or a welsh male voice choir. The chant of 
monks in an abbey, or the nuns singing 
“surrexit christus” (give thanks to the 
Lord). Brass bands, the sound of a grand 
piano, well played. We are surrounded by
music. Each time we turn on our radio or 
television set we have music. No matter 
what the programme is, there is always 
music in the background. We have to be 
in tune with our surroundings as well as in 
step with each other if we are to keep up 
with the rhythm of life.
Do you watch “dancing on ice”? Dancing 
is a marvellous discipline, it gives certain 
freedoms to the individual, but also it does 
have limitations. You are dependent on 
the music and the beat to which you are 
moving. The concept of dance was very 
much part of early Christian worship. The 

hymn “Lord of the Dance” sees the 
life and death of Jesus as dance.
The bible speaks often of music, in Judges 
Ch.5 v3 it says “I will sing, I will play 
music.to the Lord”. The psalms speak 
to us of David’s songs (Psalm 59 v16); 
singing encouraged him: the lyrics in 
them can lift our spirits.
Whatever sort of day we may face, 
someone, somewhere has written a song 
or music that will match our mood. The 
power of music is a gift from God. As 
Paul said in his letter to the Ephesians, 
“sing and make music in your hearts to the 
Lord, give thanks to God for everything”.
Good advice - think you can’t sing? 
Remember God made crows 
as well as nightingales!
Maureen

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



FLOORING 
@JANES  

4—8 HIGH STREET, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2HS 
01525 220208     www.janesltd.co.uk 

THE APPLIANCE, FLOORING & BIKE STORE 

BORROW OUR 
SAMPLES 

and 
CHOOSE   

YOUR FLOORING 
 

WE MEASURE 
& QUOTE 

 
WE ARE 

COMPETIITIVE 
 

WE CAN UPLIFT 
& DISPOSE 

OLD FLOORING 
 

WE EMPLOY 
OUR OWN  

FITTERS 
 

WE HAVE 
SHORT  

LEAD TIMES 
 

WE WILL 
LOOK  

AFTER YOU 
 

WE LOVE  
YOUR LOCAL  

WORK 
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