


 

The White Horse Inn 
At Eaton Bray 
Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk 
 

                    Midweek Six pound lunch 
                Monday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm 

           Great traditional pub dishes for £6 
 

What’s new? 
New Chef 
New Menu 
New seating areas 
Easier access 
Look forward to Sunday Roast 
Every Sunday – Roast Sirloin or  
Roast Lamb for £10.50 

 
Now four great real ales to choose from 

Support your local Pub!  

Chef Phil Brown has joined the 
team at the White Horse. Phil 
who’s experience has led him 

to work with famous chefs 
such as Jamie Oliver and 

Genaro Contaldo will bring a 
new menu to the White Horse 
table. Phil’s gourmet menu will 

be available each Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Your old 
favourites will still be available 
too and a new “midweek deal” 

is coming soon! 
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Joint Editor: George Crutcher
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637

Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons

34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com

Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200

Circulation Manager: John Plater
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095

Treasurer/Leafl et Enquiries: Ken Coates
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868

Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733

Design and Layout: Tracey Moren (Moren 
Associates Limited) 01525 229695

Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors or one 
of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage
‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow 
3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
General Assistance: 101

PC Steve Brisley Mobile: 07817 817 562
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
PCSO Natalie Hall Mobile: 07800 702 456

EmailWingSouth NHPT@thamesvalley,pnn.police.uk

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 229529 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.
Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nadine 

Morgan 07823 447362
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Andie 07966437673
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 8.15-9.15pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Circuit Training Edlesborough - Edlesborough School Hall - 7-8pm - £5 per class
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Wednesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Zoey 07595 986892
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576
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Fridays Hartbeeps Multi-sensory pre-school play & music sessions, Northall
Village Hall. Bookings and information: Gemma 01525 381196

Fridays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 

715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07794 615626, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st Tuesday Bingo, 7pm, Dagnall Village Hall
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
5th St. Mary’s Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10am to noon
7th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall
11th Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am.
12th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
15th Dagnall Over 60’s Sausage & Mash Lunch in Village Hall 1.30pm  followed by 

entertainment 
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
5th Dagnall Community Choir performing at Kensworth Methodist Church
11th Musical Evening at Dagnall Village Hall 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 from Roy 

Castledine 01442 842048
16th Edlesborough School Open Morning, 9:30-11am
19th Quiz, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Bookings: 01525 221411
23rd Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club Coffee Morning, 10-11:30am, 

Northall Village Hall
26th Dagnall Community Choir Concert at Eaton Bray. Tickets £8 including a half-time 

drink
26th EB Lions Big Ball, Pendley Manor, 7:30pm - 1am, Tickets: £55pp 01525 221458
26th Totternhoe Scout & Brownie Group Jumble Sale, 10am-1pm, The Methodist 

Church, Dunstable (Opposite Wilkinsons)
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EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams: 
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an 
event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel:  01525 220361

Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831

Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: 
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

FOR SALE
ELECTRIC BICYCLE

Good Condition 
£275

Tel: 01525 379938

Front cover photo by Brian Russell

This year’s Carnival is now 
a dim and distant memory 

for many of you, but members of the 
Organising Committee have continued 
busy and I must report on one of the real 
pleasures of the year – distributing money 
raised to local good causes. This year we 
have £13,000 to distribute, equalling the 
records sum raised in 2011 and bringing 
the total amount raised in the 25 years that 

Carnival has been held on Edlesborough 
Green to over £200,000.
My fi rst task is therefore to say a huge 
‘Thank you’ to everyone who helped 
in any way in advance of Carnival, on 
Carnival day and afterwards to achieve 
such a total and especially to the 
Organising Committee who work so hard 
to make St Mary’s Village Carnival such a 
wonderful community event.

FOR SALE

Thuka Shorty Midsleeper Bed 

with under bed storage tent play 

house (pink) and slanted ladder. 

The bed has been dismantled for 

easy storage

Size: L172 x W136 x H118 cm

£50 ono Tel: 01525 221806

FOR SALE

Jolly Phonics Learn to Read Set

Includes large box of letter sound & 

word fl ash cards, songs CD, 7 fi nger 

phonics books, 7 work books, 24 

Read & See books, word book, 6 Jolly 

Readers, 8 stencilets.

£15 ono 01525 221806
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The procedure for distributing the money 
is well publicised - half the money raised 
by the Carnival Committee supports St 
Mary’s Fabric Fund, whilst the other half 
is distributed among local good causes. 
Each year we donate one quarter of 
the money raised between one or more 

nominated charities; this year our principal 
charities were Farm Crisis Network and 
The Pepper Foundation.
A meeting took place on 9 September to 
propose a distribution and that proposal 
was ratifi ed by St Mary’s PCC the same 
week:

So now we turn to Carnival 2014, which 
will be on 5th July next year. The theme 
we have chosen is ‘Music’ so, hopefully, 
there will be lots of scope for sound and 
colour. But Carnival really does rely on 
YOU. Please, if you will feel you have 
a contribution to make to the success of 
our Carnival, or ideas for improvement 

do get in touch with me. I welcome new 
Committee Members, people to help 
make the event run smoothly, offers of 
prizes, advertisers, offers of transport etc. 
Carnival is an event for our community 
of which the community is rightly proud. 
Please contact me with your offers of help.
Gordon Gray 01525 220136

Carnival Distribution
St Mary's Fabric Fund £6,500
Farm Crisis Network £1,625
Pepper Foundation £1,625
1st E Bray & Edlesborough Scout Group £150
Dagnall School £150
Dagnall Village Hall £100
Downs Heart Group £100
Eaton Bray Methodist Church £75
Eaton Bray Parish Council £125
Eaton Bray Village Hall £75
EB Academy £150
EB Lions FC £75
Edlesborough Cricket Club £50
Edlesborough Parish Council £125
Edlesborough School £150
Expedition - Alfi e Bunting £100
Expedition - Moray Cook £100
Expedition - Isobel Kokuti £100
Leighton First Responders £175
Lionheart Explorer Group £100
Luton, Dunstable & District Branch of Cats Protection £50
Moroccan Mountain Mums for Iain Rennie and Brian Tumour Research £150
Orbit £100
Police Charity Fund - Beds £150
Police Charity Fund - Thames Valley £150
St John's Ambulance £450
Taskers Row Social Club £100
Toddington Band £125
Totternhoe Lower School £75
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

The photo is of Mrs Mary 
Dyson and Mrs Sheila Thorne 
who were being interviewed 
by Bucks County Council re: 

EDaN Community Transport on 4th Sept 
13.  Mrs Thorne and Mrs Dyson use the 
service on a regular basis and said that 
they found it to be an invaluable service 
for them.  Peter Williams, (co-ordinator) 
and myself were also interviewed and 
asked about the setting up of the scheme 
and various other questions.  A short fi lm 
is being made to encourage other villages 
to start up a community transport scheme 
of their own.
Various other villages with a community 
transport service will also be part of 
the fi lm.  Hopefully they don’t edit out 
too much of what we did for the fi nal 
version!!!      

If you would like to join our team of 
drivers and feel that you too are providing 
an invaluable service to the local 
community, please get in touch with me, 
Kathy Bovington on 01442 842796 or 
0779 0537032.
To book a trip, please call Peter Williams 
on 01442 842506

EDaN Community Transport

All Saints Church, Dagnall will be 
hosting a special service on Sunday 3rd 
November, to celebrate 150 years of 
worship in the village..The service will 
take place at 4.00pm and will be followed 
by tea and the chance to catch up with 
some old friends.
Please do come along, particularly if you 
have attended services, sunday school or 

any other events at the Church over the 
years.
There will be an exhibition charting the 
history of the church.
All  welcome!
For more information please contact 
Vicky Lee 01442 843361
Jenny Foale 01442 842557
or Rev Coralie McCluskey 01525 220261
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I have a bumper crop of apples and pears this year on the remnant of the orchard that 
once graced the vicarage garden.  In its hey day it must have been amazing and before 
the advent of the home freezer I have visions of large preserving pans with jam and 
chutney bubbling away and shelves laden with the fi nished preserves.                    
I am sure that very little of the garden and orchard produce was wasted and hopefully 
parishioners benefi ted from any surplus. Sadly in the United Kingdom about 15 million 
tonnes of food is thrown away every year and almost 50% comes from our homes.  
Why the waste? There are two main reasons why we throw away good food - we cook 
or prepare too much and we don’t use it in time. The foods we waste most are fresh 
vegetables and salad, fresh fruit and bakery items such as bread and cakes.
The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation estimated that 1 in 8 people 
were suffering from chronic ‘under nourishment’ in 2010-2012 and almost all of these 
people lived in developing countries.  What are the causes of this hunger? World Food 
Day, October 16th 2012, highlighted the following:

• War and confl ict
• Weather and climate change 
• Agricultural practices
• Population growth
• Poverty  

Yet the world does produce enough food to feed everyone.  
So let us all do our bit by being more careful with the quantities we buy of perishable 
foods and also by making sure we use up those scraps before they get forgotten at the 
back of the fridge.
St Mary’s Memorial Service October 27th at 3pm
This year we will be holding an afternoon Memorial Service rather than the traditional 
All Souls Service.  The service will be a mix of music, readings, prayer and silence as 
we remember family and friends who are no longer with us.  There will an opportunity 
to light a candle in remembrance and after the service have a cup of tea and something 
to eat.  The list, for names of those you wish to be remembered, will be available in the 
church and I will also pray for them at Evening 
Prayer (5pm) on All Soul’s Day, Saturday 2nd 
November - you are very welcome to join me.

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07799 494972)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com



10

As we start the new 2013-14 
season, the club is getting ready 

to celebrate our 20th year of supporting 
and nurturing children’s football in the 
local villages. Quite an achievement and 
this season we have 25 teams and over 
300 local youngsters signed on with over 
50 managers, a tireless and enthusiastic 
committee and countless parents 
supporting the club.
The club’s ethos remains as strong as ever,  
to bringing the benefi ts of team sport to 
as many local children as possible, getting 
them outdoors, keeping fi t and learning 
the important values of teamwork and 
respect for others.
Our fundraising for the all weather 
pitch continues to grow, standing at 
over £35,000 which opens the door to 
signifi cant FA funding and grants to cover 
the cost of the build for this much needed 
local facility, as we face another winter of 
having to drive children away from the 
villages to train.
You will see in this month’s Focus the 
Eaton Bray Parish Council are holding 
a public consultation to gather views on 

the project and the preferred location. We 
would urge as many local residents and 
club supporters to participate as possible. 
The club has worked closely with the 
Parish Council over the last 18 months 
on the plans to fi nd a suitable location to 
bring this fantastic resource for children 
to the village which will also protect the 
grass surfaces for villagers’ enjoyment.
Both The Rye and Holman’s Field, the 
proposed locations, are used by the club 
currently. The all-weather surface will 
sit alongside; preserving the presently 
over used grass pitches for competitive 
matches. 
So please do show your support for 
this fantastic local children’s facility 
by writing or emailing Heidi Head 
the Parish Clerk at Parish Offi ce, 20 
Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD 
/ clerk@ebpc.co.uk by Monday 21st 
October. Please include your name and 
address with postcode, to enable the 
council to collate comments into areas of 
response.
Thank you for your support.

Cafe Community is back on Saturday 
October 12th from 11am until 1pm when 
we invite you to pop in and relax, chat 
with friends, enjoy a hot snack or just a 
cup of tea or fi ltered coffee and biscuits. 
As previously the food will be provided 
and anyone wishing to make a donation 
may do so for charity. The charity for the 
next 2 months is a project that is helping 
the homeless to access primary healthcare 
more effectively through out the London 
area.                                             
There will also be an opportunity to 

start your Christmas shopping at Cafe  
Community in October, as June and Celia 
have once again very kindly been busy 
making superb gifts to sell in aid of our 
Chapel Maintenance Fund.
Our Cafe Worship on Sunday October 
13th at 10:30am will be led by Richard 
Armiger and we offer a warm welcome to 
you to join us.
A reminder that our Cafe Community 
takes place on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month and Cafe Worship on the 2nd 
Sunday each month. 
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Tel/ Fax 01525 854 272  Email: sales@unicornwindows.co.uk

“We were delighted with 
our windows and would 
like to thank you for a 
speedy and efficient job.”

Ms CL Milton Keynes
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services at the surgery

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
*NEW* We Dispense VET’s Prescriptions and we supply many Pet Products (Cats, dogs, horses) 

including Frontline, Advocate, Metacam, Feliway, Equest and more. Ask for details.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Bathroom Installations

Your friendly reliable Plumber & Bathroom Fitter

Showers, Taps, WC, Hot Water Cylinders, Radiators,
Gutters, Drains, leaks......all work undertaken

Call Mark on 01525 220994

 or Mobile 07842 653832

All Domestic Plumbing

For all your Bathroom requirements, from Design,
Installing, floor & wall tiling. A complete service 

All work fully insured and guaranteed.

Based in Eaton Bray, serving
Dunstable and all surrounding
villages 

Y
C

N
EI

CI
FFE YGRENE

CERTIFICATIONQualified

City
Guilds
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL 
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs 

Re-wires Decorative Lighting

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.  
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician.  For a free,   

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

Most types of electrical
work undertaken

Tel;       01525 220469
 Mob;    07860  781330

43, Pebblemoor,
Edlesborough

Electrician
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Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For

d idddd

••••••

For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy

01442 823181
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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With nearly half of us 
suffering from some form 
of back pain each year it is 

good to know there are ways we can help 
ourselves prevent further back and neck 
problems.  Take a look at the top tips for 
better backs.
Physiotherapists can help by offering 
advice and education on suitable 
exercises, providing treatment for back 
pain and offering tips on future back pain 
management.  
As part of BackCare  Awareness Week 
St Judes Clinic will be holding a free 
advice day on Wednesday 9th October 
from 9 am – 3 pm.  Practice Principal and 
Physiotherapist, Moira D’Arcy, will be 
offering free 10 minute advice chats to 
anyone wanting some helpful advice at 
their clinic in Lake Street, or if preferred, 
telephone advice is also offered.
This year, BackCare, the national back 
charity have aimed their campaign at 
carers – a common problem faced by 
carers with 70% suffering from back and 
shoulder pain.  For more information go 
to: www.backcare.org.uk
TOP TIPS FOR BETTER BACKS

Think tall: You will naturally help yourself 
engage your core stability muscles that 
help protect your spine.
At work:  Make sure your chair and desk 
height is right for you and that the screen 
height and tilt is correct.  
In the car: Your car seat should be in a 
fairly upright position with good low 
back support. Consider buying a low back 
cushion for support.  Make sure the head 
rest is correctly positioned to support the 
back of your head.
At home: Look at the depth of your sofa.  
If it is too deep for the length of your 
thighs or too low for you, then your hips 
will be lower than your knees when you 
sit, causing you to fl ex in your lower back.
Sleeping: Mattresses should give you 
enough support for your curves whilst 
keeping your spine straight.   A mattress 
that is too hard or too soft is equally as 
bad.

St Judes Clinic                                                         
26 Lake Street

Leighton Buzzard LU7 1RX
 01525 377751

 enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
 www.stjudesclinic.com
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The Public Meeting held in Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall on 13th June 2013 to 
discuss the future of Edlesborough 
Pavilion, attracted over 90 people.  
Following a series of presentations from 
the sports clubs, Sport England and social 
interests, everyone was invited to share 
their ideas and thoughts on the future.  
The result was a magnifi cent total of 110 
yellow ‘post-it’ notes!  
The meeting then went on to form 
a Steering Group comprising of a 
representative from each of the existing 
4 sports clubs, 5 parishioners (Mrs Gill 
Woodhouse; Mr Bryan Hammons; Mr 
Barrie Boon; Mr Ken Holloway and Mr 
John Howells), and 2 Parish Councillors. 
The Steering Group took a stall at the 
Carnival on 6th July to publicise its 
project and to seek any further ideas.  
Including responses from questionnaires 
subsequently delivered to houses in the 
village, another 22 suggestions were 
made.  
Together with the 23 idea categories 
which emanated from the work previously 
carried out by David Brown in 2010/11, the 
overall total of 155 ideas and comments 
clearly demonstrates parishioners’ 
interests in the future of the Green and the 
Pavilion.
The Steering Group held its fi rst meeting 
on 15th August and reviewed the 155 ideas 
and comments.  It soon became clear that:
1. The Steering Group needed to reassure 

all parishioners from the outset that it 
would not be proposing to cover large 
parts of the Green in concrete, tarmac, 
structures or dedicated sports areas etc.  
Indeed, all the members of the Steering 
Group are as proud of the Green as 
anyone. 

2. The existing Pavilion is no longer fi t for 

its original purpose and defi nitely needs 
to be completely refurbished to make it 
viable going forward.  It probably needs 
to be extended to provide additional 
storage space and to accommodate 
more modern facilities to bring it in 
line with current best practice and user 
expectations. 

3. The key issue is whether the parish 
should go to the next step and take the 
opportunity to replace the building with 
a new multi use hub for the community. 

4. Many parishioners had expressed an 
interest in using a pavilion as a venue 
for table tennis, bridge and badminton 
amongst others.  These activities could 
be pursued without having to wait 
for a new pavilion.  Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall is a fi ne village asset 
and is currently under-utilised.  
Accordingly, the Steering Group will 
offer all its support to those groups 
wishing to pursue these and any other 
relevant interests, including help with 
applications for funding the purchase 
of equipments etc. Please contact 
steeringgroup@edthepav.org

Over the next few weeks, members of 
the Steering Group will be visiting other 
villages to see what can be learned from 
their experiences in dealing with similar 
considerations, and who have then gone on 
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to build and run new facilities successfully 
for the benefi t of parishioners. 
The next Steering Group meeting will be 
held on Thursday 3rd October 2013 when 
it will review the outcome of the various 
visits and plan its next step.  It will publish 

its Report No. 2 on its website www.
edthepav.org and in the November edition 
of ‘Focus’.
In the meantime, please send any 
comments to steeringgroup@edthepav.
org  

Well, what a busy summer we have had. 
The Lions of our club have been working 
hard on a variety of community based and 
fund raising events in addition to planning 
our Christmas activities that really are 
now, just around the corner!
One of our most enjoyable events during 
the summer was the 1940’s tea party 
for local senior citizens. The event was 
well attended and seems to have been 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. 
So much so that we have agreed to do 
a similar event just before Christmas. 
Details of this will be confi rmed as soon 
as we have fi nalised everything so do 
watch this space.
Our monthly fi sh and chip scheme 
continues and we are delighted to 
welcome new recipients on an almost 
monthly basis now. Full details of this 
initiative can be found in a separate advert 
in this magazine.
Now for something new ....how would 
you feel about donating something that 
is free to you and yet priceless to others? 
Donate glasses and change someone's 
life. Imagine if you could help a child 
read. An adult succeed in his job. A senior 
maintain her independence. And provide 
a community with more opportunities to 
grow and thrive. Everyday, our recycled 
eyeglass programs do all of this and more
We are keen to start collecting glasses 
in our area and depending on the initial 
success, will make this a regular program 
that our club supports.
If you have any old glasses that are no 

longer of use to you then please do give 
me a call on 01525 229 656 so that I can 
arrange to collect them, or alternatively, 
you can pop them into my letter box at 
9 Eaton Park, Eaton Bray. If the scheme 
proves to be well supported we will then 
look to have some collection boxes placed 
around the villages (subject to approval of 
course) to make it easier for you to donate 
and for us to collect.  This does of course 
form part of a national scheme but it is 
still of huge importance, particularly to 
those less fortunate than ourselves. Please 
do support us with this if you are at all 
able...
To fi nd out more about the work we 
undertake and the other projects we 
support, please contact me in the usual 
way, by calling 01525 229 656 or by 
emailing me at president@ebelions.org.
uk. I sincerely look forward to hearing 
from you ....
Rachel Ordinary people 

doing amazing things

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

100 Club Winners 
August 2013

£25   Miss S Ellerton  No.82
£10    K Stearn            No.46

September 2013
£25   Andy Gypps      No.15
£10    Chris Timberlake   No.105
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & M&M Properties 
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Over 60’s
Our August meeting was at the village hall 
with tea and with a very funny speaker 
from the Ark Wild Life centre, describing 
some of their experiences in rescuing 
small animals and returning them to the 
wild after treatment.

In September we visited Kensworth for 
a fi sh and chip lunch. Some members 
had lunch at the Red Lion instead, as 
Kensworth had a number limit.
In October we have our Sausage and Mash 
lunch with a visit from The Entertainers.

Dagnall School

Community Choir
Headlong into Concert Season

After our Summer Break, it was a joy to 
be back together again in such numbers 
for our regular Monday night practice 
sessions at Dagnall Church, preparing for 
our various Autumn concert commitments.
In our nearly 4 years together we have 
developed into a strong unit with good 
attendance every week and, together with 

the largely patient leadership from Stuart 
Harding, our revered conductor and 
mentor, and the good humoured support 
from our more capable members, we are 
getting there.
You can experience for yourselves how far 
we have come at our Concert in Eaton Bray 
Village Hall on October 26th. Tickets are 
£8:00 each including glass of wine or soft 
drink at half time and can be reserved in 
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advance from Val Lumley 01442 842214 
or Geoff Ward 01442 843515. Depending 
on pre-sales, tickets may also be available 
on the door but, for the sake of a phone 
call, probably best to reserve.
Apart from new songs, the evening will 
include a performance of Gilbert & 
Sullivan's short comic opera "Trial by Jury" 
with guest soloists. For those not familiar 
with the usual, non-sensical nature of G & 
S's work, a short synopsis of the story will 
be included with the programme to help 

our much valued audience understand the 
typically ludicrous nature of a "Breach of 
Promise" case which is being played out 
in court. For example, in announcing the 
defendant to the court, the usher refers to 
him as "ruffi anly" and then goes on to ask 
the jury to be "free of bias".
We hope that you will enjoy the results of 
our efforts at our Concert on October 26th 
(Eaton Bray Village Hall - 7:30 - tickets 
£8 ) and look forward to entertaining you.

Deirdrea welcomed members and handed 
out birthday cards to Joan Chappell and 
Maureen Cecil.
The outing on 7th November to Bicester 
Avenue/Yarnton, will cost £15, friends 
welcome, please contact Jenny or June 
Thorne.
Guild members were asked  to provide a 
gift (new) for the Guild Stall at St.Mary’s 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 16th 
November.
A Christmas meal has been booked for the 
27th November at the Plough Wingfi eld, 
costing £16 and members were given 
menus to complete and return at the next 
meeting.
The speaker at the next meeting on 9th 
October  will be from Keech Cottage.
Devotions were led by Deidrea based 
on ‘Harvest’. The speaker Mrs Dorothea 
Conti was introduced who gave a very 

interesting talk on “A Family of Artists”.   
Dorothea was a descendant of the famous 
artist (painter) her great grandfather John 
Morgan (1823-1887).  Slides were shown 
of the many quite famous paintings 
produced  over the years by John and his 
family.  Dorothea related many memories 
of her childhood and played a recording 
of an interview made by her sister of her 
mother’s memories aged 80. It described 
visiting the beach at Broadstairs and using 
bathing machines.
Joan Chappell gave the vote of thanks.
Harvest tea followed with the usual 
splendid array of food. The raffl e was 
also harvest themed with prizes of 
baskets of fruit or vegetables and fl ower 
arrangements.  
This is an enjoyable and friendly  afternoon 
and visitors are always very welcome. 

Thank you for the contributions from the 
villages for our Big Collection 2013.  We 
raised just over £600 from the villlages 
and were able to meet our target total 
of £2700.  We greatly appreciate your 
continuing support.  All of this money 
will go directly to projects which support 

people in the communities around the UK.
Captain Jenny Dibsdall
The Salvation Army, Eaton Bray
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Public Consultation
All weather Training Pitch in Eaton Bray

Following an initiative from EB Lions, our village childrens’ Football Club, Eaton Bray Parish
Council (EBPC) is considering a proposal to build a community all weather training pitch.

In 2011, a site in Bower Lane was deemed unsuitable by Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC)
planning officers. However the demand for such a facility was understood and supported.

In 2012, The Rye Recreation Ground was identified as an alternative site and following a
public consultation, a successful planning application was made.

During and subsequent to the planning process there has been some local opposition to
siting the facility at The Rye Recreation Ground. EB Lions have therefore suggested that
Holman’s Field, (the field behind Eaton Bray Academy, School Lane) also be considered.

Eaton Bray Parish Council is now undertaking a wider public consultation and invites
parishioners of Eaton Bray to give their views on the proposal to build such a facility and the
two possible sites under consideration;

EITHER a) The Rye Recreation Ground
OR b) Holman’s Field

The facility is a “state of the art” 3G green artificial grass pitch.
It is enclosed by a 3m / 4.5m high dark green plastic mesh perimeter fence.
Floodlighting will enable use in winter evenings and is provided by 6 lamps sited on 8m
poles, with approved lighting at 120 lux (Eaton Bray Tennis Club courts are lit at 400 Lux)
and with minimal light spill.
The enclosed site dimensions will be; Holman’s Field 60m x 40m / The Rye 50m x 30m
Cycle parking spaces will be provided to encourage environmental benefits

What is it?

Possible Hours of Use
Monday to Friday Start Time: 09:30 End Time: 21:30
Saturday Start Time: 09:30 End Time: 16:30
Sunday & Bank Holidays Start Time: 09:30 End Time: 13:30

Actual hours would be subject to agreement between EB Lions, CBC & EBPC and contained
within a Scheme of Use for the facility
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a) The Rye Recreation Ground

b) Holman’s Field, School Lane

ADVANTAGES
(1) Re generation and proactive use of

under used neglected village facility
(2) Planning permission approved

subject to operational plan
(3) Traditional site for village sport
(4) Existing parking and access
(5) Pitch sited to ensure continued

enjoyment of village green

DIS ADVANTAGES
(1) Status as a Village Green creates some operational restrictions and potential additional

costs
(2) Close proximity to a number of dwellings
(3) Conditional on demolition of derelict clubhouse to provide additional car parking

DIS ADVANTAGES
(1) Site approx. 100m from dropping off point – security issues for younger children / cost

of additional lighting
(2) Being more remote increased risk of vandalism
(3) EB Lions lose a grass pitch facility for matches

ADVANTAGES
(1) More central and accessible to the

children
(2) Situated adjacent to Eaton Bray

Academy for active day time school use
(3) Fewer dwellings directly affected
(4) Suitable for slightly larger pitch
(5) Large existing car park in School Lane

for drop off & pick up
(6) Remaining space would revert to

general public use including allotments,
if necessary

GrassAstro
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Thank you
All responses MUST be received by the Parish Clerk NO LATER than Friday 25th October 2013.

(1) A modern, excellent facility to
provide ACTIVE SPORT and EXERCISE
for local CHILDREN to learn to play
ORGANISED sport within THEIR
community

(2) Available to local primary schools and
other local childrens’ groups such as
Cubs, Scouts, Brownies etc.

(3) Operated on a non profit making
basis by EB Lions & EBPC

(4) Essential for the continued
development of EB Lions as a
provider of exceptional village sport

It is….. It is not …..

(1) NOT a commercial venture – there is no
financial pressure or desire by EB Lions
to hire the pitch on commercial terms
and/or to non village organisations

(2) NOT Suitable or permitted for
competitive matches

(3) NOT Big enough for adult football
matches

(4) NO requirement for any Changing
Rooms or Toilet facilities

(5) NO funding for building or maintaining
from EBPC – this will be largely funded
by grants

Further details of the proposals can be found on the parish notice board (Knights Close)
and the parish website www.ebpc.co.uk.

Local residents are also invited to attend a consultation meeting to be held at Eaton Bray
Village Hall on Monday 21st October at 7.30pm. The meeting will be attended by
representatives of Eaton Bray Parish Council and EB Lions AFC who will be happy to
address any questions or concerns.

Consultation & Public Meeting

Eaton Bray electors are invited to write/email to the Parish Clerk at Parish Office, 20 Good
Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD / clerk@ebpc.co.uk. Please include your name and address
with postcode, to enable the council to collate comments into areas of response.

How it would work Misconceptions

Not to scale

All weather Training Pitch
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Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL

· Emergencies · Free Estimates
· No call out charges

Dave Nicholson

With you every step of the way...

“I have found them extraordinarily accommodating  
and prepared to go over and above the call of duty.   

Their service is outstanding and dealing with  
them has been nothing but a pleasure.” 

Laura Lusardi

New Edlesborough Offices  
Prominent Village Location

Thinking of Selling or Letting?

Specialists in the Sale and Rental  
of Village Homes

Accompanied Viewings – 7 Days a Week

Competitive Fees

Free No Obligation Valuation

Exceptional Service

Call Linda or Colin  
on 01525 222333 

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

Wallace Drive • Eaton Bray • Beds • LU6 2DF
(Next to Giblin Property)

TEL: 01525 229111
OPEN TUES TO SAT 11.00AM TILL LATE

&

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 

& COMMERCIAL FENCING & 
DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD,
DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net



33

DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 30 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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Choose Connells, Choose the Best!
| Residential Lettings
| Survey and Valuation services 
| In house Conveyancing
| Land and New Homes
|  Energy performance 
certificate arrangement 
Residential Sales

for your FREE market appraisal
Call Dunstable on 01582 661 265

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer valid at 
Dunstable branch only. Valid until 31/12/2013

£500 off our 
standard sales fee 

when you present 
this voucher*

By kind permission of Samuel French Ltd, 
Front Row presents

Absurd Person 
Singular

      

Thursday – Saturday, 14 – 16 November 
2013, 8.00 pm

Licensed Bar from 7.00pm

Three Christmases, three kitchens, three 
couples.

Three disasters!
Box offi ce opens mid October.

DAGNALL VILLAGE HALL
Tickets still available for our

MUSICAL
EVENING

in the 
VILLAGE HALL

FRIDAY OCTOBER 11th
at 7-30pm

featuring TONY STACE on YAMAHA

TICKETS £7-50
refreshments included

Available from Roy Castledine
16 Deans Meadow

01442 842048

Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church
invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 12th October
11.00am to 1.00pm

Relax & chat with friends,
coffee/light lunch

Charity of the month: 
Helping the homeless to access Primary 
Healthcare more effectively through out 

the London area

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Extensions - Loft & Garage 
conversions, roofi ng etc.

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Installer of PVCu guttering, soffi ts 
& fascia boards

• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07941 563424

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.

DIGITAL & ANALOGUE

TV & FM Radio Aerials
Satellite Installations

Extra TV & Satellite points

FREE ESTIMATES

 01525 852912
 07710 429678

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY
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Established over 10 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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Season 2013/4 – CHILDRENS FOOTBALL 
 

Young players wanted..........to join our successful 
CHILDRENS FOOTBALL club, based within Eaton Bray, 
Edlesborough and the surrounding villages. 

 

We have 25 teams and over 300 children this new 
season, playing exciting team sport! We welcome any 
new player, especially from the villages we serve. 
 

We are also specifically recruiting for the following 
2013 -14 school year age groups, for this season 2013-
14;- 

Come and play fun team football within our village 
community, please get in touch if you want to play 
even if your son/daughter isn’t in the above, as we have 
teams for virtually every age group. 
 

Our Coaches are FA Qualified and CRB checked.  
 
Contact us at enquiries@eblions.co.uk or 
www.eblions.co.uk  
 

A Charter Standard Community Club 
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1st Totternhoe Scouts & Brownies   

& Dunstable Brownies/Guides  

Jumble sale 
Saturday 26th October 

10am – 1pm 
               The Methodist Church 
Dunstable Town Centre (Opposite Wilkinson) 

 

Are you an elderly or 
housebound resident ? 
 
Would you enjoy a 
monthly (free delivery) fish 
and chip supper ? 

If you answer is ‘yes’ to either of the above questions then 
please do get in touch. 
 
We run this scheme on the last Friday of every month but 
need your orders no less than 48 hours prior to this. We have 
a voicemail facility on our phone if we are not there to speak 
to you directly. All messages will be confirmed back to you so 
you know your order has been received. 
 
Please call on 01525 229 656 to place your order 
 OOrdinary people doing amazing things
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?

Painting/Decorating  Curtain Rails
Kitchen Fitting  Tiling  Shelving/Flat Packs

YOU need LITTLE JOBS if

Shelves scare you, fl at pack frustrates you 
or mowing doesn’t move you,

you need someone to Do It for You

For your General
 Home Maintenance needs

Call Carl Bird on 01582 703039
or Mobile 07773 230055

Floor Laying  Gutter Cleaning  Fencing
Loft Boarding  Gardening etc.

Dog Walking and Pet
Si   ng Services

From £6.00
Call Trudy 07756930814
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Quiz
Eaton Bray Village Hall
Saturday 19th October

This fabulous quiz with quizmaster Keith Blackburn
will still include a free supper with the questions

Bring you own glasses and drink.

7.00pm for 7.30pm 
Just £9 per person. Teams of up to 8 people

 Fabulous prizes!

This event is organised jointly by 
Eaton Bray Village Hall Fundraising Committee

and Eaton Bray Tennis Club

For bookings contact Ross 221411
Katrina 07939 873317

The committee of EB Lions
request the pleasure of your company
at The EB Lions Big Ball
Saturday, 26th October, 2013
Pendley Manor
7.30pm till 1pm
for the benefi t of the
EB astro project

Formal attire

£55 pp
Tickets: 01525 221458
helenpotton@gmail.com

? ?

?

?
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POPPY PROM
9 November, 7.30pm

St Mary’s, Eaton Bray
A celebration of ‘Remembrance’ and

‘The Last Night of the Proms’
Box Offi ce:

01525 222283
On 10 September will over

half the seats had been sold
so hurry to book your seats!

Edlesborough School 

are holding an 

Open Morning
for prospective parents on
Wednesday 16th October
from 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.

We look forward to seeing you
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 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

JMC
PEST CONTROL

Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com
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Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Weathervanes

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS 
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Northall and District
Age Concern

Wednesday Club
would like to invite you to their

Coffee Morning
on

Wednesday 23rd October
10am-11:30am

at Northall Village Hall
  Bring & Buy, homemade cakes, 
jams and pickles, Bric-a-brac, 

raffl e
Entrance- 50p

(to include drink and biscuits)

The Bedfordshire Area Group of The Association of 
16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers Presents

Steam in Beds “2013”
The show just got bigger and better

Large Scale Narrow Gauge Model Railway Show 
Featuring Narrow Gauge Layouts running 16mm Live 
Steam Locomotives. Trade Support from Specialist 

Suppliers

Saturday 30 November
10.00am to 4.30pm

Adults £5.00
Accompanied Children under 16 Free

Venue
Eaton Bray Village Hall

including part of St Mary’s Church
Church Lane, Eaton Bray, Nr. Dunstable, LU6 2DJ

Refreshments available all Day
For full details see our web site: www.bag16mm.org.uk
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On July 23rd Dagnall School celebrated 
the wonderful contributions made to the 
school in the last 30 years, by Mr Geoff 
Spencer, as a School Governor and Mrs 
Marilyn Munn, as a Nursery Nurse.
The school has benefi ted hugely from their 
knowledge, commitment and support.  
Thank you both from all the staff, pupils 
and governors of Dagnall School

Right: Mrs Munn with some 
of her ex pupils from quite a 

few years ago!! 

Right: Mr Spencer accepting his 30 year 
governor award from Nicola Cook from the 
governor section at Bucks County Council

Left: Mr Spencer and Mrs Munn 
cutting their cake to mark 30years 

service to the school.
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

J. Hughes & Son
Groundworks and Civil Engineering

Foundations • Excavations • Driveways
Drainage • Kerbwork • Roads • Car Parks

Block paving • Tarmacadam
Local Authority approved • 30 years 

experience • All work guaranteed
Mobile: 07843 307428
Offi ce:  01582 477761
Email:  jhughes45@talktalk.net
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 
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Dagnall School 
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Parental quote from Ofsted March 2011 – We are delighted with the Headteacher, 
governing body and staff, they really care about our children.  The school is the heart 

of our community. 
Ofsted March 2011 
This is a good school.  It has several outstanding features, particularly the pastoral 
care, guidance and support it offers its pupils and the excellent links it has with the 
community. 
Pupils are confident, very happy at school and curious to learn. 
Consistently good teaching and a well planned curriculum, enriched with a wide range 
of extra-  is 
impeccable.  
  
Dagnall School offers 

small classes 
a broad and interesting curriculum 
a wide range of extra curricular opportunities  
excellent care and support 
a school that has excellent community links  

  
Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  Then 

come and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.                    
       

        Website:  www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    E-mail:    office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      Tel & Fax: 01442 842473   
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Fairway TravelFairway Travel
Taxi & Airport ServicesTaxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barb-carpets.co.uk

Full Body Oil Massage  
Head & Shoulders 
Foot Massage  
Body Scrub 
Manicure & Pedicure 
Facial 

Thai Traditional Massage 
For Ladies 

by Em Challis, Certified Masseuse of the Famous Wat Po Traditional 
Medical School of Bangkok 

64a Wallace Drive,  
Eaton Bray,  
Nr Dunstable, LU6 2DF 
 
Tel: 01525 223102 
Mobile: 0796 909 5870 

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Depression
• Phobias & Fears
• Exam, Test & Performance Nerves
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confidence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Addictions 
• Many other areas !

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 220480
 www.debbiepearce.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, Reg 4025
AdvDipH (Advanced Diploma Hypnotherapy).
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

The
Pilates

Workshop
.co.uk

Bellows Mill, Eaton BrayON YOUR 
DOORSTEP...

The
Therapy

Hub
.co.uk

Sports Massage 
 

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture
Visit: TheTherapyHub.co.uk
or call: 07540 568 858

20 Pilates matwork classes a week

Pilates machines & private sessions

Body Control Pilates®  

Visit: ThePilatesWorkshop.co.uk 
or call: 07989 589 502
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All brands of DOG FOOD
including raw foods

Pop in and order your 
favourite brand we will 
deliver it to your door

FREE local delivery
(come in and see if we cover your area)

Complete Canine is Your Local Supplier for 
Dog Food and everything else you could 

ever need for your dog

FREE EXPERT ADVICE
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOPS

Call Clare
also online:www.completecanine.co.uk

01525 221953 or 07854 102669

Complete Canine and Lawes Pawes are just down the hill from Edlesborough Church at 
Sparrow Hall Farm, Edlesborough.      Open Mon/Wed/Fri/Sat 9:30am - 2:30pm

Easy Parking and your special friend is welcome too!

Vicky Lawes MGoDT

canine behaviour practitioner and trainer

07765 287176     vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

so you want me to 

come back on our 

walks....that explains 

all the shouting!!!

For non-recall and 

other unwanted 

behaviours, we talk 

dog!

Selling & letting 
in your area 
since 1986...
01525 377733
01525 371997
w w w . m a n d m p r o p e r t i e s . c o . u k

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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A project to improve broadband speeds 
around Central Bedfordshire took a 
major step forward today when Central 
Bedfordshire Council - in partnership 
with Bedford Borough and Milton Keynes 
Councils - signed a new contract with BT 
Openreach. 
BT Openreach is already upgrading 
its existing network across Central 
Bedfordshire as part of a nationwide 
commercial rollout. This will deliver 
‘superfast’ broadband infrastructure to the 
majority of homes and businesses but this 
commercial rollout will not reach every 
property in the area including some more 
rural locations.
The council’s goal is for 90 per cent of 
homes and businesses to have access to 
superfast broadband (24Mbps or above) 
and 100 per cent to access a speed of 
at least 2Mbps. Central Bedfordshire 
Council is investing an additional £1.2 
million to make this happen.
In 2011, Central Bedfordshire Council, 
Bedford Borough Council and Milton 
Keynes Council formed a partnership 
which successfully bid for a share of the 
£530m government fund to support ‘non 
commercial’ broadband improvement.
The three councils have chosen BT 
Openreach to work on the next phase 
of the joint broadband infrastructure 
programme following an extensive 
procurement process.
BT Openreach will invest £2.6m in 
addition to the funding from government 
and each local authority.
Councillor Richard Wenham, Deputy 
Executive Member for Corporate 
Resources said: "We have been listening 
to local residents and businesses, who 
say they want better broadband. These 

processes take time but today’s contract 
signing is a crucial step towards making 
that a reality. 
"We are committed to improving 
infrastructure In Central Bedfordshire 
and superfast broadband is part of that. 
Rolling it out will have huge benefi ts - it 
will mean improved access to services 
for our residents and strengthen the local 
economy by opening up new markets 
and helping local business to grow and 
innovate."
BT Openreach engineers will now begin 
to assess the areas which will receive 
improved broadband from 2014.
Bill Murphy, managing director NGA for 
BT, added: "This is great news for the 
people living in these areas. It is important 
to support local economies, as well as 
helping households in these communities. 
This is where fi bre broadband can play 
an essential role by revitalising towns, 
villages and hamlets, helping businesses 
to be connected in these locations."

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is 
important to do this if 
we are to reduce these 
disturbances over our 
village.
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Parish Council meeting – dates and 
venues
17th October 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
21st November 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
19th December 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall 
Allotments
Allotment rents will be collected at 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall on Saturday 
5th October between 9am and 12noon 
for tenants residing in Edlesborough 
and Northall and on Sunday 6th October 
between 9.30am and 12noon at Dagnall 
Trading Hut for Dagnall tenants and 
those that were not able to attend the 
Memorial Hall on Saturday. To keep the 
administration charges to a minimum 
would tenants please arrange to pay their 
rents on time or arrange for someone to 
pay on their behalf. All rents should have 
been paid to Mrs Penny Pataky, Assistant 
Clerk by latest Saturday 12th October. 
Best Kept Village Competition
Edlesborough was unsuccessful this 
year and the Best Kept Village sign 
has now been removed and presented 
to the winning village of Cuddington. 
The Judges’ comments were that the 
village had a rather neglected look with 
the exception of the areas around the 
village hall and the village sign. The 
Churchyard and Cemetery were neat and 
well maintained. The Flower Shop was 
attractive and the café well used and tidy 
but there was an abundance of weeds at 
the bottom of walls. Litter also needed 
attention. Regrettably Edlesborough, like 
other parish villages, was badly let down 
by Bucks CC with the lack of grass cutting 
when judging took place.  

Speed Limit in Leighton Road, 
Edlesborough
Funding is being sought to endeavour to 
get a speed reduction from 60 to 50mph on 
the Leighton Road between Edlesborough 
and the Travellers Rest. 
Parking at the top of Edlesborough 
High Street
The Council are in discussions with 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
to ascertain whether better parking 
arrangements can be achieved. 
Extension of Play Area on The Green
It is hoped the new play equipment on 
Edlesborough Green will have been 
installed and in use by the end of October.
Dagnall
Quotations are being sought to lay a path 
and erect a barrier on Gaddesden Walk 
footpath.
Northall
It has been confi rmed by Bucks CC that 
the original footpath across Northall 
village green was originally incorrectly 
marked out and will be reinstated to the 
correct position in due course. 
Thames Valley Police
Crime prevention tip of the month- 
Recently there has been a small increase 
in vamoose burglaries in Aylesbury Vale 
(vehicles stolen by obtaining the key from 
the home). Here are 5 top tips to reduce 
this type of crime:
1. Park in a garage if possible.
2. Don’t leave keys on show that can 

be seen through a door or window. 
Keys can easily be hooked through 
letterboxes if left by the front door.

3. Secure all windows and doors with a 
key, especially at night.

4. Install automatic motion lights where 
your vehicles are parked.
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5. Don’t leave tools or objects in the 
garden which can be used to force entry 
into your home and make sure garden 
gates are locked.

Parish Council Minutes
Council has decided to put draft versions 
of the Parish Council minutes on the 
website in order that parishioners can be 
informed earlier of matters discussed.  
Any amendments will be made before the 
minutes are signed at the next meeting. 
Lin Sargeant
Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council
Tel. 01525 220859

E-mail:
parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Penny Pataky
Manager/Assistant Clerk
Tel: 01525 229358
E-mail:
assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: 
Penny Pataky: 
Tel: 01525 229358. 
E-mail:
assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk

All events start at Ashridge Estate 
Visitor Centre unless stated otherwise

Ashridge Autumn Trail £1 per child
Everyday September to November
10am-4pm
Discover Ashridge Walk £3
Saturday 12/10/13 10am-1pm
Deer Rut Adult £8, FoA £7, Child £6 
booking required. Saturday 12/10/13 & 
Sunday 13/10/13 7-9am
Start: B4506 End of Monument Drive
Family Deer Walk Adult £8, FoA £7, 
Child £6 booking required. Saturday 
12/10/13 & Sunday 13/10/13 8-10am
Start: B4506 End of Monument Drive
Gentle Stroll Adults £2.50
Wednesday 15/10/13, 10.30am, Start: 
B4506 End of Monument Drive
Ashridge & its Deer Talk Adult £7, FoA 
£6, booking required. Saturday 19/10/13 
& Sunday 13/10/13 8-10am
Fascinating Fungus Adult £7, FoA £6, 
booking required. Sunday 27/10/13
Walk in the Woods Free
27-29 Oct 13 10am-4pm

Family Halloween Walk Adult £5, FoA 
£4, Child £3 booking required. 
Thursday 31/10/13 2.30-4.30pm

WEDNESDAY CLUB 
at NORTHALL VILLAGE HALL

* * *  H E L P E R S * * *
If you are interested in helping 
at our local friendly lunch club, 

please do contact us

 We meet every Wednesday, and 
are always happy to welcome new 

members or helpers

 Please contact Anna 221996 or 
on Wednesdays at the Hall, on 

07854 230243, or pop in one day 
to see us and fi nd out more about 

the Club
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Well it’s been quite a summer 
at our small but perfectly formed tennis 
club. Our teams continue to do themselves 
proud in the South Beds league, and 
Sunday morning’s social sessions have 
seen people queuing up to get onto the 
courts! The club tournament is really 
hotting up and by the time you read this, 
our Final’s day will have taken place and 
the winners will have their trophies on 
their mantelpieces. A full report on this 
much anticipated event will appear on 
these pages next month! 
The men’s doubles tournament has been 
particularly keenly fought; Darren Kerins 
and myself as defending champions, met 
chairman Stuart Adolph and Nick Browne 
in the semi-fi nal last week. Playing under 
the fl oodlights, we lost the fi rst set 3-6, 
but fought back to earn a tiebreak in the 
second set at 6-all. At 6 points to 4 up 
in the tiebreak, Stuart was serving for 
the match. The rally was a steady one, 
with no-one wanting to make an error. 
Then, as is my want, I tried a lob which 
spectacularly failed to go over anyone’s 
head, instead hanging invitingly in mid 
air just in front of a gleeful Stuart. With 
visions of the fi nal fl ashing across his 
mind, our chairman dramatically threw 
back his racquet and fi ercely smashed 
the ball towards the huge gap I had 
unwittingly left in the court. The ball 
whistled past my right ear at fractionally 
under the speed of sound, and continued 
thus for another 50 yards or so before 
scorching the ground somewhere in the 
middle of the next court. Well, I though 
all chairmen were supposed to be posh, 
well spoken people, but we all learnt some 
new words after that! Not that it mattered; 
they won the next point anyway so Darren 
and I were sadly eliminated. At least it 

means that I can concentrate on the BBQ 
on Final’s day without worrying about 
playing in a Final in front of a crowd of 
hundreds (approximately...). 
Some of our players took part in South Beds 
Final’s Day, hosted at Dunstable tennis 
club last weekend. Again we enjoyed 
some great success, with our coach Sara 
Leavy winning the ladies singles, and also 
winning the ladies doubles with Alison 
Lowe. Sara made it a hat trick of wins, 
playing with Nick Boys and winning 
the mixed doubles. Congratulations also 
to Laura Williams for being the runner 
up in both the under 14 girls singles and 
under 16 girls doubles, and to Alicia 
Franklin for being runner up in the under 
16 girls singles. Also well done to Jamie 
Williams, Lewis Brown, Cameron Brown 
and Thomas Noithip who all played some 
good matches against some very tough 
players!
As with any organisation, future success 
depends on developing good talent, and 
that’s exactly what we’re doing here 
at EBLTC. Our junior players are the 
foundation of our success, and this has 
been recognised by the Lawn Tennis 
Association who have published tables 
showing the numbers of juniors who 
regularly compete in matches for the top 
20 clubs all across Bedfordshire. We are 
5th in the table! This is great news for our 
club, and down to the dedication of our 
coach Sara Leavy who, when not winning 
competitions herself, strives to ensure 
that our juniors are best prepared to win 
competitions for themselves! We are 
above some big clubs in the table, such 
as Leighton Buzzard, Toddington and 
Linslade. Our juniors are very important to 
us, and their success clearly demonstrates 
that EBLTC is a good place to come to 
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learn and develop your game. Today’s 
juniors are tomorrow’s champions!
for any further information about the 
club, including when we get together for 
our social tennis sessions up at the School 
Lane courts, or our various activities, you 
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 

Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart 
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara 
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re 
all out and I’m not sulking after being 
knocked out of the tournament, then me, 
Andy Cross, on 07783 667338.

This is Toby! He is an eight-
months-old Doberman. He 
is very handsome and will 
be a big boy when he has 
fi nished growing! Toby is 
friendly with people and 
good with other dogs but 
could not live with cats. 

Toby will need a home where he gets 
plenty of exercise and company. He can 
be left for a couple of hours after he has 
had a good walk.
If you feel you could offer Toby, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 

be happy to offer advice and information. 
Please note that we have restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with children 
under 7 years of age, so please ask for 
details.
Fun Dog Run, Sunday 20th October 
on Dunstable Downs. A challenge for 
you and your dog, over 5k or 10k. Please 
contact the kennels for details.

Appledown Rescue and
Rehoming Kennels

Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY.

Call  01525 220383 or e-mail  
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

Wed. 2nd Oct. 7.45 pm Get-together - Speaker: Revd Neil Drayton
Sun. 6th Oct. 9.00 am Eucharist   
  10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Wed. 9th Oct. 7.45 pm Get-together - Speaker: Peter Mills - Ashridge
Sun.   13th Oct.10.30 am Morning Service
Wed. 16th Oct 7.45 pm Get-together - Beetle Drive
Sun. 20th Oct. 10.30 am Family Communion        
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Wed. 23rd 7.45 pm Get-together with Stephen Turner - The organist entertains
Sun. 27th Oct. 10.30 am Family Service 
 6.00 pm Eucharist
Wed. 30th Oct. 7.45 pm Get-together - Speaker: Colin Quine - Cathedrals
Sun. 3rd Nov. 4.00 pm United Service to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of  All  
  Saints, followed by tea
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is the 
Sony Award winning mid-

morning show presenter for BBC Three 
Counties Radio. During his consumer 
hour he helps listeners with their 
consumer problems and now shares his 
advice with you. 
It doesn't seem to matter what product 
you're buying, there's now an extended 
warranty available for everything.
The question people often ask me on my 
radio show is whether it's a good idea to 
pay the extra and take one out?
My answer is generally a big, fat NO! 
Under your statutory rights you are 
protected for a 'reasonable' amount of 
time if a manufacturing defect occurs with 
a product. Depending on the item and the 
initial cost, this is generally as long as an 
extended warranty would last anyway. 
Remember when the retailer says that 
after 12 months there's nothing they can 
do, they're fobbing you off. The extended 
warranty is normally a way of charging 
you for something you really don't need.
Sadly some consumers are so trusting of 
retailers that they believe the company's 
advice to be sound.  I went to a well 
known shop once and bought a radio for 
£15.99.  The retailer tried very hard to sell 
me a 3 year extended warranty for £20.  
I explained that if the radio failed after a 
couple of years I would simply purchase 
a new one at another cost of £15.99.  The 
shop assistant seemed amazed that I was 
so hostile to the idea.  Sadly I would 
imagine many people go ahead and pay 
an additional £20 that's totally pointless.
You should however remember that often 
when claiming under your statutory rights 
that a battle will probably ensue. A battle 
that will require you to hold your nerve.  

For most things I would urge you to fi ght 
that battle (and call me if you need help), 
but for other essential products (stairlifts / 
electric wheelchairs etc) you may consider 
buying the extended warranty just to give 
you hassle free piece of mind, and you 
know what? I wouldn't blame you.
The rule of thumb is always think long and 
hard before you hand over your money for 
something you probably don't need.
It is also worth looking into the idea of 
purchasing insurance policies that cover 
all of your white goods for mechanical 
failure.  For consumers looking for 
hassle free piece of mind at a lower cost 
these can be a good alternative to the 
'extended warranty.  Please read the terms 
and conditions though beforehand and 
understand exactly what the policy will 
cover.

So, you go to a clothes shop, buy a pair 
of jeans, get them home and decide that 
actually you’re not that keen on them 
after all.  Simple! You can return them, 
yes?  NOT NECESSARILY!  Indeed 
one subject often up for discussion on 
my radio show concerns the successful 
returning of goods to a retailer.
Let me make it very clear.  If goods are 
FAULTY then of course you have the 
right to return them and depending on the 
length of time you have had them (usually 
only a couple of weeks), you should be 
entitled to your money back in full.  If 
you’ve had the item for longer, then you 
can ask the retailer to either repair the item 
(if possible) or replace it.  As I’ve said in 
previous articles, this applies long after 
the 12 month period, so don’t be fobbed 
off by cheeky shop assistants!

d
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Where you don’t automatically have 
the right to return items is when you 
simply change your mind.  Whilst many 
retailers operate a ‘good will’ returns 
policy and will happily take items back 
as long as they are in perfect condition, 
the law does not guarantee this.  Always 
check the returns policy of the individual 
company before you make a purchase if 
you’re not 100% confi dent you’ll keep 
the item.  Failure to do this could cause a 
very embarrassing scene in the shop and a 
generous splattering of egg on your face.
There is an exception to all of this though, 
and this exception is even more important 
now than ever before considering how 
many purchases are made online.  When 
buying a new product from an internet 
or mail order company, you are covered 
by ‘distance selling regulations’.  These 
dictate that because you haven’t had 
the opportunity to see the item you’re 
buying in the fl esh (as it were), you have 
7 working days, from receipt of the goods, 

to return them for a full refund.  Always 
confi rm that you are returning the items 
by email to obtain a date stamp and 
please note there are exceptions to this 
including CDs, DVDs, perishable goods 
and underwear etc.  Always check the 
sellers’ returns postage policy as if they 
don’t state who is liable for the p&p, then 
they automatically are!
Finally, always keep your receipts and if 
you don’t, remember that a bank statement 
or credit card bill should act as proof of 
purchase instead.    
Jonathan Vernon Smith
You can listen to The JVS show every 
weekday morning from 9am on BBC 
Three Counties Radio. 

One of the musical highlights of the year 
for Music at St Mary’s is the Poppy Prom, 
Concert, on 9th November at 7.30pm, in 
aid of St Mary’s and Help for Heroes.
The evening combines the solemnity of 
words and music from The Festival of 
Remembrance with the joyful music of 
The Last Night of the Proms. This year’s 
musicians will be the South Beds Concert 
Band, St Mary’s Choir and Dagnall 
Community Choir along with soloists, 
Min-Min Peaker and Barbara Morton.

The programme includes music by Eric 
Coates, William Walton, Mozart, Handel, 
Grieg as well as favourites from The Last 
Night of the Proms by Elgar, Henry Wood, 
Arne and Parry.
It will be a wonderful evening of 
entertainment and is likely to attract a sell 
out audience. Hurry to get your tickets, 
priced £12.50 and £10, from the Box 
Offi ce, 01525 222283 and don’t forget to 
bring your fl ags. 

Poppy Prom – Saturday 9th NovemberPoppy Prom – Saturday 9th November
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23 year old Josh Peacock in only his 
second year of cricket coaching has 
recently been awarded a Natwest OSCA 
(Outstanding service to cricket award)) for 
his outstanding service to youth cricket.
Josh, who has been with the club as a 
player since he was 14, had captained 
the EBCC Sunday friendly side for the 
past four years where he has helped 
bring along the clubs young talent and 
having enjoyed himself has successfully 
trained to become a level 2 cricket coach.  
This season he has managed the U14 
development team in the Beds league as 
well as assisting with the clubs U8’s and 
U10’s Wednesday night training along 
with the other three qualifi ed coaches.
He has worked tirelessly to promote Eaton 
Bray’s youth set up which has around 
70 children registered and maintains the 
clubs various social media sites, writes 
match reports and compiles scorecards.
His award will see him go through to a 
nationwide competition culminating in a 
fantastic ceremony/dinner held on 30th 
Sept at Lords cricket ground (where last 
year the prizes were presented by former 
England Captain Andrew Strauss and 
present day player Johnny Bairstow) 
which he is understandably excited about.
Josh is pictured below collecting his award 

from Bedfordshire Crickets’ Director of 
Strategy Martin Darlow surrounded by 
some of the Eaton Bray U10 players.
Eaton Bray Cricket Club will be 
celebrating its Centenary in 2014

William Edmund Wallace was at the 
forefront of the clubs formation being the 
benefactor and the fi rst President. As a 
well known local business man it was not 
unusual, in those times, for him to support 
the local community.
The club played 10 games that inaugural 
year, the fi rst being on the 23rd of May 
1914 playing away at Caddington, 
followed by Wing, Leighton Wesley 
Guild, Houghton Regis, Stanbridge & 
Tilsworth.
Due to the First World War the club folded 
at the end of the 1915 season when men 
were needed more in France 
than on the playing fi elds of Eaton (Bray). 
The club reformed in 1919, and has since 
gone on to win various league titles, the 
fi rst being the Leighton and District in 
1924 and the last being the Four Counties 
in 2009. 
Events are planned to celebrate the 
centenary and a history of the club is being 
compiled to be available for viewing in 
the Clubhouse. We are therefore seeking 
copies of any documents, photographs, 
scorecards, minute books or items that 
will help us retrace the history of the club.
If you can help please contact General 
Secretary Ian Jones on 07956 340888 or 
eatonbray.com where we have a forum.
Club Website:
www.eatonbray.play-cricket.com
Twitter: @EatonBrayCC
Facebook: /EatonBrayCC
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 

 
 

 

 

 
Your local florist, providing a fantastic 
range of fresh seasonal flowers for 
everyday and special occasions.  
 
Weddings, funerals and corporate work 
also catered for. 

We stock a wide range of beautiful, 
contemporary gifts and offer a wrapping 
service too. 
 
Local, national & international deliveries. 
 
Pop in and see us or contact us at:- 
2 High Street, Edlesborough, Beds LU6 2HS 
Tel: 01525 221920 
www.edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
info@edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
Mon-Thur  9.30-4.00       Fri 9.30-5.30 
Sat             9.30-4.00 

Edlesborough 
Flowers 
Flowers, Jewellery, Gifts & more … 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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BOILER SERVICING, REPAIRS, AND INSTALLATIONS
COMPLETE GAS CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
GAS HOB AND COOKER INSTALLATIONS
CENTRAL HEATING DIAGNOSTICS AND REPAIRS
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
POWER FLUSHING
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WASHING MACHINE AND DISHWASHER INSTALLATIONS
BLOCKED DRAINS
GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS
SHOWER PUMP INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

CALL CHRIS YOUR LOCAL HEATING, PLUMBING, AND GAS 
ENGINEER FOR FREE ADVICE AND FREE QUOTATIONS.

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 10 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 

COMPETITIVE PRICES WITHOUT COMPROMISING QUALITY. 
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RELOCATING TO AYLESBURY
APRIL 2013. TEL:01296 582474
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01525 220313
07836 217488

R. W. STOKLEY
Skip Hire

PProfessional Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Emergency Stain Removals 
Patio & Driveway 
End of Tenancy Cleans 
Communal Area Cleaning 
Internal Window & Conservatory 
Commercial & Residential 

 

Free Survey & Quotation  
Honest Pricing Promise  

Fully insured  
Trade Association Approved   

    

Murray’s Cleaning Services 
19 Broom Hill, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 2JD 
 

Visit us at: 

www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 
Tel: 01442 250679 
Mob: 07952 544666 
Email: enquiries@murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 

Bella Vita
Beauty Rooms

Non surgical face lifts (CACI)Non surgical face lifts (CACI)
Cellulite treatmentsCellulite treatments

Acne treatmentsAcne treatments
& much more& much more

01582 60581201582 605812
www.bellavitabeautyrooms.comwww.bellavitabeautyrooms.com
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios 
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292

Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com

B & H AUTOS
MOTS, SERVICING, REPAIRS,

DIAGNOSTICS, WELDING & TYRE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

COLLECTION AND PICK UP CAN 
BE ARRANGED 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR MOT
FRIENDLY LOCAL, 

PROFESSIONAL GARAGE 
SERVICES

MOT £45.00 + FREE RETEST

01442 842303
CROSSWAYS GARAGE, 

DUNSTABLE ROAD, DAGNALL

Broomstick Autocare
Servicing & Repairs

~~~
All Mechanical Work undertaken most 
makes - M.O.T. Repairs - Clutches etc.

~~~
Unit 1, High Street, Edlesborough, Beds.

Tel: 01525-221217 - Mobile: 07764 189 625

792184792184

Bathrooms 
CAD designed, 

supplied and 
installed

Over 25 years 
experience

All calls large 
and small, 
maintenance 
and repairs

High pressure
BPEC qualifi ed

Solar BPEC 
qualifi ed

PLUMBING
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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In its second season since reforming, 
Edlesborough CC was able to fi eld two 
teams, with the new Second XI joining 
Division 7 of the Four Counties Cricket 
League (FCCL).
First XI
The 2013 season saw the First XI take 
the fi rst steps towards returning to the 
higher reaches of the FCCL, by winning 
promotion to Division 5. 
The demise of the club several years ago 
meant that, when the club was reformed 
in 2012, it had to start in the bottom 
division of the league, Division 6. In that 
fi rst season the team achieved a creditable 
top half fi nish with six wins from 11 
games, losing only two games along the 
way. With further new teams joining the 
FCCL for the 2013 season (including our 
own Second XI) the FCCL restructured 
the divisions, and the First XI found 
themselves in Division 6 of 7. 
Second place, and promotion to Division 
5, was secured in dramatic circumstances 
on the fi nal day of the season. Much of 
the season was spent in the top half of the 
division, and the First XI were always in 
touch with the promotion front-runners. 
However, the only time the team actually 
got into the top two was on the last 
weekend of the season.
ECC’s game against Bletchley Town was 
conceded late on the Friday night, gifting 
ECC a vital 30 points (albeit it had been 
a game the team had expected to win), 
then second placed Old Bradwell lost to 
the league leaders St Andrews, and ECC 
fi nished second by 9 points.
The team registered only two defeats all 
season, both against deserving champions 
St Andrews, who swept all before them. 

The batting let the team down in both of 
these games, not least at home, where an 
excellent bowling performance meant St 
Andrews were bowled out for 134, their 
lowest league score of the season - which 
should have enabled us to infl ict on them 
their one and only defeat of the season.
Thankfully the rest of the season saw 
the team perform strongly with the bat, 
particularly when batting fi rst. In four of 
these matches positive and stylish batting 
enabled the team to register high scores 
quickly and declare early. This gave the 
team extra overs to bowl at the opposition 
and the opportunity to attack and put 
pressure on, and two of the games went 
on to be won in the last couple of overs. 
Those four games produced 110 of our 
234 points, which ultimately proved vital 
in securing promotion.
All of the squad put in good quality 
performances over the course of the 
season, and whilst it is not possible to 
mention them all in this review but there 
are four that must be highlighted. Chris 
Kimpton deserves great credit for his 
consistently strong batting performances, 
and his 270 league runs at an average of 54 
were scored stylishly and quickly. Andy 
Tyne was promoted to open the batting 
and stepped up to the challenge admirably, 
scoring 291 runs at an average of 32.33, 
including an unbeaten 104 at Bletchley 
Town. Scott George led the bowling 
attack very effectively. His nagging length 
and line led to him being the division’s 
leading wicket taker going into the last 
match. He ended the league season with 
24 wickets at an average of 11.38. Finally 
great credit should go to Ali Thorn in 
his fi rst full season, which included 
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many useful batting contributions and a 
particularly signifi cant 5-27 late innings 
bowling performance that helped the side 
to a crucial victory over Little Horwood.
Division 5 should hold no fears for the 
team, and strengthening in a couple of 
areas should ensure the First XI enjoys 
another successful season. 
Second XI
As a brand new side the Second XI's main 
objective was to fi eld a full team every 
week, whilst also attracting and nurturing 
some new players to strengthen the First 
XI. With that in mind the 2013 season has 
to be regarded as a successful one.
Early indications were that it would be a 
diffi cult summer, as the fi rst game brought 
a very heavy and disappointing defeat 
– yet whilst the Second XI went on to 
suffer a couple more big reversals during 
the season, performances did improved 
signifi cantly. Paul Shepherd anchored 
the innings stoically throughout the year, 
not least during the win at Aston Clinton 
where he batted through the entire innings 
in a low scoring game to guide the team 
to victory. That win sent the 2nd XI to the 
giddy heights of 4th in the league.
Nearly pulling off a notable victory at 
Stoke Hammond in late 
June, where the hosts got 
over the line with one wicket 
left and two overs to spare, 
gave the second XI the 
confi dence to push on and 
achieve the secondary goal 
of not fi nishing bottom of the 
league. Although victories 
were few and far between, the 
Second XI remained unbeaten 
during the last month of the 
season. And they avoided 
the wooden spoon with a win 
over eventual bottom placed 
Ivinghoe & Pitstone, where 

Paul James confi rmed his place as leading 
wicket taker for the season with 4-26, 
before leading run scorer Paul Shepherd 
once again shone with the bat, making 63 
and only losing his wicket when the win 
was in sight.
The promotion won by the First XI, gives 
the Second XI a new target for next year 
- their own promotion (they couldn’t be 
promoted from Division 7 with the First 
XI still in Division 6), and the recruitment 
of younger players is starting to show 
signs of fruition, and further improvement 
is an achievable target for 2014.
Summary
All in all 2013 can be regarded as a very 
successful one for ECC, the First XI won 
promotion and the new Second XI is now 
fi rmly established. Indoor cricket nets for 
the 2014 season will begin in February, 
and the club would warmly welcome any 
parishioners who wished to play cricket to 
join us there.
Notice of the exact details of the nets will 
be published in a future issue of the Focus, 
but if you are interested in joining the club 
please contact either Graham Simpson 
(07977 433 153) or Jamie Blackford 
(07539 768 177). 
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Post Mortem by Patricia Cornwell
Patricia Cornwell's famous character, 
Dr. Kay Scarpetta, was introduced to the 
world in this, her debut novel. At the time 
of publication in 1990, Ms. Cornwell was 
working as a computer analyst at the Chief 
Medical Examiner's offi ces in Richmond, 
Virginia, which she used as the setting for 
her story. The book went on to win many 
awards and since then Patricia Cornwell 
has had her work published all over the 
world, bringing her huge fi nancial success.
This book is the start of a series which 
spotlights the work of forensic science 
and its part in the process of crime solving. 
The story is told by Dr Kay Scarpetta, the 
Chief Medical Examiner for Richmond, 
Virginia, and begins with a call to examine 
the body of a lone woman who has been 
brutally murdered in the early hours of 
that morning by an intruder. This is the 
fourth woman's body that has been found 
in similar circumstances and Scarpetta 
is beginning to fi nd an emerging pattern. 
Although brilliant and painstaking at her 
job, all she can do is present her fi ndings 
and theories to the detective force and is 
continually frustrated by their chauvinistic 
attitudes and prejudices against a woman 
in such a senior position. Gradually, she 
forms a working relationship with Pete 
Marino, a tough detective who comes to 
respect her intelligence and together they 
start to unravel the mystery surrounding 
the murders of these vulnerable young 
women who, at fi rst sight, have no 
connection. Kay Scarpetta's on/off love 
affair and her niece, Lucy, provide sub 
plots and interest to the main story and on 
the whole this is an easy page turner of a 
book to read.
Although the book is well constructed and 
Dr. Scarpetta was a brilliantly conceived 

character, our group was disappointed 
by the rather contrived ending. We had 
followed the clues and red herrings, as we 
were meant to do, and which made us want 
to fi nd the killer's identity. The solution, 
when it came, seemed rather a letdown. 
We presumed, because of her books' 
popularity, that Cornwell's writing has 
become stronger but we would only read 
them as a very light holiday read. However, 
the book gave us a good opportunity to 
discuss the issues raised about feminism 
and the treatment of women working in a 
masculine environment.

One Th ousand Chestnut Trees
by Mira Stout

Anna has grown up in Vermont in an 
artistic environment. Her Korean mother 
is a famous violinist and her father is an 
American. Her mother rarely speaks of 
her background and her frequent concert 
tours has brought about a distance between 
them. Although Anna is brought up as an 
American, she is very conscious that her 
mixed blood makes her different from 
her schoolfellows. When an uncle visits 
from Korea, his behaviour emphasises the 
difference between the two cultures and 
Anna realises how little she understands 
about that part of herself. After an 
unsuccessful attempt to establish herself 
as an artist in New York, she decides to 
pay an extended visit to Korea to try to 
learn more about her heritage. The history 
of Anna's family is a noble one. In the 
past, her great grandfather ruled over vast 
amounts of land until continual Japanese 
invasions eroded the family's power and 
possessions. The book's title refers to 
a temple built high in the mountains by 
Anna's great grandfather, as a gesture 
of defi ance to the Japanese invaders. He 
surrounded it with the chestnut trees to 
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shield it from view. Anna feels that she 
must fi nd the temple, in order to reach 
across the generations and connect to her 
Korean identity.
This is a debut novel, published in 1999 
and information about Mira Stout is scanty. 
But from the little there is, it is easy to see 
that this story is semi-autobiographical. It 
is written in three time frames; by Anna, 
her mother and her grandfather and by 
this device, the brutal history of Korea 
unfolds.

Our group was unfamiliar with the history 
and customs of Korea and found that part 
of the book fascinating and educational, 
however we thought the writing style let 
it down. Only two members of the group 
enjoyed the book over all, the rest were 
grateful for the detailed information but 
found the writing overblown. We also 
thought that the author had written the 
book as an exercise to examine her own 
mixed Korean/American identity and an 
interesting discussion emerged from that.

Members have recently enjoyed a garden 
outing to Merriments and Sissinghurst, 
and are now looking forward to a visit to 
Cambridge. Thanks are due to Elizabeth 
Braiden for arranging these popular trips, 
which show how varied the W.I. calendar 
is.
Both our recent meetings were, in a way, 
helping us to feel good about ourselves. 
On the fi rst occasion our speaker advised 
us on healthy living, and last month we 
held a quiz, which always helps to keep 
the brain working hard.
Our speaker on the fi rst evening was Sue 
Blain on the subject of Staying Younger 
for Longer. Sue, an ex-teacher, is now an 
adviser on a healthy way of life, and how 
this can be achieved. Obviously, healthy 
eating is important. Exercise should be 
part of life, but could be overdone. We 
should each work out what is best for us. 
One of the ways to live well is to have a 
happy state of mind. Being able to feel 
gratitude and to show forgiveness in our 
daily lives certainly helps us to be happy. 
However, Sue feels that it does do us 
good to be grumpy sometimes! Regarding 
diet, we were told such things as coconut, 
linseed, oats, garlic and seaweed all help 
to keep us fi t. According to Sue, we can 
stay younger longer if we adopt a certain 

type of lifestyle. We can but try!
Our second meeting was a quiz evening 
with Anne and John. Anne, one of our 
members, and her partner really got us 
thinking hard about the questions they put 
to us. The quiz was varied in subject, and 
caused some heated discussions amongst 
the contestants. It certainly got our brains 
working, and might have helped us to stay 
younger for longer – who knows!! Our 
thanks go to Anne and John for a great 
evening.
Val Harris

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.
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Weather Conditions for July & August 2013
July: With temperatures of over 30ºc on 7 days and only 2 when the day time 
temperatures dropped below 20ºc it was a very hot and sunny month resulting in a high 
mean/average temperature of 19.3. Being so hot any rain we had evaporated before it 
had time to seep in to the soil.

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

August: The month started off with a temperature of 31.8ºc but by the second day 
we were down to the mid 20ºc and remained there for the whole month. The rain fall 
of 59mm was below the August average although I recorded rain on 13 days it still 
seemed much dryer because of little rain in July the ground stayed dry.

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

July 2013 Plots shows Temperature & Rain
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August 2013 Plots shows Temperature & Rain

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.
co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes 
to contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883

We hope that you have been enjoying the 
very warm weather. All shrubs and fl owers 
have had a wonderful colourful show of 
blossoms. They are now beginning to show 
that their time for a rest is approaching. 
Shadows are lengthening and there is an 
autumn feeling in the evenings.
July 25th saw us at the Farmers Boy, 
Kensworth for a lunch. Val organised this. 
A good group had a happy time. As usual, 
August 13th Cream Tea in Val and Alan’s 
garden was excellent. The weather was 
wonderful and those present enjoyed the 
“goodies”. Thanks again to Val and Alan 
and also Viv for the scones, cream and 
jam, and to all those who helped.
The walk took place on August bank 
holiday Monday, August 26th. Vic led the 
group on the walk. In fi ne weather, they 
started from Whipsnade Church, walked 
via Old Hill towards Studham and through 
the village. The return was via Studham 
Lane to the starting point. The distance 
was approximately four miles. The group 
would welcome more people taking part.
Reports on the September arrangements 
will appear in the November edition. 
Details for the lunch out on October 10th 

will be posted in the north porch of Eaton 
Bray church. Details of the proposed visit, 
on October 24th, are posted in the north 
porch of Eaton Bray church. This visit is 
being arranged by Dave and consists of 
browsing around Borough Market and a 
tour of The Globe Theatre.

OCTOBER DATES
Thursday Oct.10th   Lunch Out
Thursday Oct. 24th  Visit to London from  
 Luton Parkway 9.20
Monday Oct. 28th  Walk from Eaton  
 Bray Church 10.00

Bucks DA of the National 

Vegetable Society Talk

Tuesday 15th October 
7.30 p.m. Pitstone Memorial Hall

A talk by Rob Tasker on Growing in 
Greenhouses and Poly-tunnels.
Guests very welcome at just £3.
Further details from David G Elkins, 
Secretary to NVS Bucks DA on 01296 
630659 or http://www.nvsuk.org.uk/
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Many, many years ago when I 
was in junior school, one of the 
teachers had a sign above the 

blackboard which read “cleanliness is next to 
godliness”. This led me to think that that was 
why we had hand and nail inspection every 
morning at assembly. Also why on occasion 
we had “Nitty Nora” to look at our hair, and 
why those who had “sores” were painted 
with a lovely purple dye, and sent home! At 
our house our hair was washed in rain water 
with black soap, and we had red Lifebouy 
to wash with. (I could never understand why 
coloured soap gave us white lather!)
In today’s world we have so many aids 
to cleanliness. Sprays, creams, dusting 
powders, toothpaste that makes our teeth 
sparkle and the whiteness dazzle the eye. 
We can rid our homes of unwanted smells 
with odour eliminators, spray polishes that 
are supposed to keep dust at bay, washing 
machines, and electric vacuum cleaners, 
sprays to remove grease, oh! The list is 
endless. I wonder how my mother managed 
with a bucket and scrubbing brush!
Health and safety are big issues today. We 
have antibiotics and all sorts of pills and 
potions to cure our ailments. In the summer 
months we always played “outside”, and 
grazed knees, knuckles, elbows, small cuts 
(I had my own penknife) and all sorts of 
abrasions were treated with a “wash in salty 
water and a dab of iodine”. It stung a bit, but 
that was because it was “killing” the germs! 
If the cut was really bad we sometimes 
had a bandage put onto it, but usually it 
was best if the air got to it... to dry it up!... 
Stings were treated with bluebag, or a lump 
of household soda, moistened and rubbed 
onto the swelling. Toothache,? - tincture 
of cloves. Spots? - zinc ointment. Feeling 
faint? – smelling salts. Nature not taking its 
proper course? - a dose of syrup of fi gs. In 
winter chapped hands responded to snowfi re 

ointment. Colds and fl u? -onion 
broth, bed, and sweat it out! If it was 
a chesty cough, then a rub with camphor 
oil would help. Really bad? Then a dose of 
friars balsam, ugh!, would do the trick.
We spend a great deal of money these days on 
trying to keep healthy. Gymnasiums, health 
clubs, diets, all of these offer us gimmicks 
to make life easier. The bible says there is 
healing from sin-sickness, and that we have 
never gone too far from god for him to heal 
us. Jesus gave his life on calvary’s cross so 
that we could be made a new creation. We 
can deal with bodily ailments but we need 
our god to give us eternal life.
Smoking, drugs, pollution, excess alcohol, 
all such as these are stumbling blocks 
to mankind. Ask yourself. Am I clean in 
thought, word and deed?  Remember the 
quote: Cleanliness is next to godliness”

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)
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