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Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
General Assistance: 101

PC Steve Brisley Mobile: 07817 817 562
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
PCSO Natalie Hall Mobile: 07800 702 456

EmailWingSouth NHPT@thamesvalley,pnn.police.uk

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Under 5’s Pre-School, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Angela Paine, 
01525 229529

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays Zumba, Dagnall Village Hall  6.30pm
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nadine 

Morgan 07823 447362
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Andie 07966437673
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 8.15-9.15pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Circuit Training Edlesborough - Edlesborough School Hall - 7-8pm - £5 per class
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Wednesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Zoey 07595 986892
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576



5

Fridays Hartbeeps Multi-sensory pre-school play & music sessions, Northall
Village Hall. Bookings and information: Gemma 01525 381196

Fridays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 

715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07794 615626, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st Tuesday Bingo, 7pm, Dagnall Village Hall
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
5th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall
10th Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. 
11th St. Mary’s Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10am to noon
11th Cafe Community, 11am - 1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
21st Dagnall Over 60’s. Ploughmans Lunch 1.30pm. Visitors from Kensworth
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
6th EDaN Car Boot Sale, Edlesborough Green, Sellers 8:30am £8, Buyers 9-12 noon
7th ELF visit to Milton Keynes Theatre
9th ELF meeting at Coffee Tavern 10.30
11th Cantata Ladies Choir, 7:30pm St Mary’s Eaton Bray. Tickets: £7.50 01525 222283
12th Appledown Craft Fair & Fun Dog Show, 11am
12th-18th Christian Aid Week
14th Dagnall Village Hall AGM 6.30pm
16th ELF  lunch out
18th Edlesborough School Barn Dance, 7:30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, £15  220431
22nd Age Concern Coffee Morning, 10-11:30am, Northall Villagee Hall
25th - 27th St Mary’s Pitstone - Annual Festival of Art & Flowers, 25th 2-6pm. 26th 11am-

5pm, 27th 11am-6pm
31st May & 1st June10th Eaton Bray Village Hall Beer & Cider Festival, Midday to 11pm £3
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EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams: 
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an 
event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel:  01525 220361

Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831

Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: 
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

FOR SALE
 Maples double size divan base 

(NO mattress)

In very clean original condition 

£30.00 (50% to Brooke)
Tel:01525 222526

Upright Piano
Available for Free
Must be Collected

Dagnall Village Hall has an upright 

piano that needs a good home. It is 

working but needs tuning and must 

be collected
Please call Elizabeth Coates on 

01442 842550 to view/collect

FOR SALE

TP Trampoline, 12ft and has a cover. 

Good condition - dismantled in 

winter. Price £45

 Atlantis 200 Roofbox. Only been 

used 3 times. Excellent conditon. 

Price £100
Elkhart 300 series beginners cornet 

and case. Good condition

Price £40 
Tel: 01525 220252

FOR SALE

Thuka midsleeper bed

with chest of drawers, pull out desk 

and book case beneath
£150

Thuka shorty midsleeper bed with 

play house beneath
£100

Tel 01525 221806

FREE

Large turtle plastic
sandpit with lid

Tel: 01525 221806
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Front cover photo:
One happy elephant by Sally Siddons

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.

At the invitation of our 
MP, the Rt. Hon John 
Bercow,  40 EDaN Team 
members, friends and 
family attended a private 
tour of the Houses of 
Parliament last month.  
The splendour of the 
Lords and the Queen’s 
robing room were 
spectacular and our guide 
divulged insights into 

the workings of Parliament not commonly 
known and the chequered history of the 
Palace of Westminster.  Our invitation 
had included a visit to Speaker’s House 
State Rooms, but unfortunately unplanned 
construction work was in progress, so 
these were out of bounds.  
We were delighted that John Bercow came 
down instead to meet us in the Palace of 
Westminster and spent half an hour with 
us, including recounting fond memories of 

the late Margaret Thatcher, who had sadly 
died that morning.  As a student he had 
been encouraged by her to join the Young 
Conservatives .   Advice well taken.    We 
joined with him in a minutes silence.   At 
the base of her statue someone had placed 
a single daffodil with a poignant note of 
recognition of her inspiration to women.  
We will all remember where we were the 
day Margaret Thatcher died.
Mr. Speaker will formally open our fi rst 
Edlesborough Festival at 3.00 p.m. on 
Saturday 8th June.   Dagnall Community 
Choir will lead us up to this and following 
will be The Choirfest – six local school 
choirs showcasing items from their 
repertoires.   Do come and join us at 
this and other exciting events over the 
weekend in our church on the hill.    Details 
elsewhere in Focus.
Photo taken by Vicky Johns shows some 
of the EDaN team at Westminster on 8th 
April.  The fl ags were fl ying at half mast.

St Mary's Church, 
Edlesborough

will be open from May 
until September on the 
fi rst Sunday in the month 

from 2pm to 5pm
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

It has been another busy month for the 
Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions.  The 
Easter Eggs that we had distributed around 
the villages to be raffl ed were gratefully 
received by the winning ticket holders 
and the proceeds from these raffl es raised 
just over £350.00 which will enable the 
club to purchase high viz waistcoats for 
Edlesborough primary school children. 
Thank you once again to everyone who 
supported us. 
Our Lions Club received the opportunity 
to team up with the MK Dons Football 
club in recognition of their ‘ability counts’ 
day on Saturday 6th April. We took 85 
individuals along with us to watch the 
match against Crawley Town. The group 
consisted of 10 Lions and 75 individuals 
with varying degrees of disability, both 

physical and mental.
The Dons were promoting their various 
disability teams and a parade from the 
athletes was enjoyed by all during the half 
time interval.
The day presented us with a number of 
wonderful opportunities. Initially, the 
ability to take these people, who would 
otherwise perhaps never get to see a live 
football game, to the match was priceless. 
In addition to this, being able to link up 
with a football team and to receive all 
of the subsequent promotion was an 
incredible boost for our organisation.
The Dons were equally delighted with the 
day, despite the nil nil draw, and we hope 
to be able to run similar events again in 
the future.
Our monthly free delivery service of fi sh 

and chips continues and we 
are delighted to report that we 
are picking up new recipients 
every month. It is wonderful 
to know that this small act of 
community service by our club 
is being enjoyed by so many 
of you by calling Rachel on 
01525 229 656.

Ordinary people doing 
amazing things
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There was a time when the seasons seemed to fl y by. Winter, often dark and cheerless 
but lifted by the Christmas festivities is followed fairly quickly by spring, my favourite 
season. Spring usually provides at least a small bunch of daffodils ready for picking 
to celebrate St David’s day on March 1st before we head towards summer and warmer 
temperatures.  Today, April 9th, my fi rst daffodils have only just come into bloom and 
the vegetable patch is a wasteland.  Opening a glorious garden to the public at the 
beginning of June is a distant dream.  
May is, however, just around the corner and as you read this the weather will have 
improved, the trees will be in blossom and the fl owers blooming.  I really hope so 
because the wedding season at St Mary’s will be in full swing and my fervent prayer is 
that it will be warm and sunny for couples who have spent ages meticulously planning 
as they vow to commit themselves to one another for life.
May Day heralds the coming of summer, especially in rural towns and villages. In many 
parts of the country the village green is resplendent with Morris or Maypole dancing at 
the traditional May Fayre.  Well Dressing, the art of decorating wells, springs or other 
water sources with growing things is very popular throughout Derbyshire and dates 
back to the Celts.  It begins in May and continues through the summer months.  Later 
on in the month the Chelsea Flower Show (21st – 25th) beckons those who do not 
mind wrestling with the crowds and who have their hay fever under control.
At St Mary’s we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost on Sunday 19th May.  Pentecost 
marked a turning point in God’s dealings with the world as a once small, inward 
looking group of followers of Jesus became a movement that was on fi re, sharing 
God’s passion for mission throughout the world.  Pentecost celebrates both the life 
giving fi re of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Christian Church.  It really is the 
birthday of the Church.  This year the North Chilterns Group will be celebrating its 
thirtieth anniversary with a Pentecost Praise service at St Mary’s on the 19th at 4pm.  
There will be lots of singing and possibly standing room only.
God has made us one in Christ.  He has set a seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is 
to come, has given the spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia and the peace of the Lord 
be always with you.

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07890 718117)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com
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What a season of music we have to offer 
you at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray this summer. 
Starting in May we have one of the top 
ladies choirs in the region – Cantata 
Ladies Choir. On 11 May they will be 
performing a very broad mix of songs 
from the shows, ‘standards’ and some 
popular classics. A splendid night is in 
prospect. 
Then we have the thrilling prospect 
of a concert by the LSO – the Luton 
Symphony Orchestra on 22 June – under 
their conductors Uwe Radok and Dafydd 
Billinghurst. (Both will be well known to 
those of you or your children who have 
been involved with Bedfordshire County 
Youth Music.) This will be the orchestra’s 
fi rst visit to St Mary’s with a tremendous 
programme comprising: either Rossini’s 
‘Il Signor Bruschino Overture’ or Bizet’s 
‘Carmen Suite No. 1’ followed by Barber’s 
‘Adagio for Strings’, Gounod’s ‘Petite 
Symphony for Winds’, Tchaikovsky’s 
‘Swan Lake Suite’ and, in the second 

half, Schubert’s Symphony No. 5 in B fl at 
major – a delightful symphony.
One word of caution. I understand that 
on 21 & 22 June DAOS will be putting 
on a show in Eaton Bray Village Hall. 
If you want to support both events then 
please arrange to see DAOS on the Friday 
and Luton Symphony Orchestra on the 
Saturday.
A fi nal date for your diary is 17 August, 
when Saxes en Q, a saxophone quartet, 
will be entertaining us with a varied 
programme including jazz and music by 
George Gershwin. The concert will also 
feature the soprano Min-Min Peaker, 
whom many of you will remember from 
last year’s Poppy Prom. Tickets for this 
year’s Poppy Prom will go on sale during 
the Saxes en Q concert.
There will be a bar at each of the concerts 
and you can arrange tickets for all three 
concerts from the Box Offi ce: 01525 
222283 - free admission for Under 16s.
Gordon Gray

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Dagnall Village Hall 

Management Committee will take place 
on Tuesday 14 MAY at 6.30pm.
All residents of Dagnall aged 18 and over 
are welcome to attend and eligible to vote.  
The following offi cers of the committee 
will be elected: Chairperson, Secretary, 
Treasurer & Bookings Offi cer. Anyone 
wishing to stand for election to one of 
the offi ces may obtain a nomination form 
from the secretary (telephone 842129).
Village organisations currently 
represented on the committee are 

Dagnall Under Fives, Dagnall School, 
Gardeners’ Society and Dagnall Over 
60’s.  These organisations are invited 
to appoint a person to the committee as 
their representative.  Any village clubs or 
societies not currently represented on the 
committee, such as Dagnall Church are 
welcome to attend the meeting in order to 
seek the opportunity to appoint a person 
to the committee as their representative.
Please do make the effort to attend the 
AGM – it’s your village hall and you 
have an opportunity to infl uence how it is 
managed.  
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Tel/ Fax 01525 854 272  Email: sales@unicornwindows.co.uk

“We were delighted with 
our windows and would 
like to thank you for a 
speedy and efficient job.”

Ms CL Milton Keynes
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services at the surgery

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
*NEW* We Dispense VET’s Prescriptions and we supply many Pet Products (Cats, dogs, horses) 

including Frontline, Advocate, Metacam, Feliway, Equest and more. Ask for details.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Bathroom Installations

Your friendly reliable Plumber & Bathroom Fitter

Showers, Taps, WC, Hot Water Cylinders, Radiators,
Gutters, Drains, leaks......all work undertaken

Call Mark on 01525 220994

 or Mobile 07842 653832

All Domestic Plumbing

For all your Bathroom requirements, from Design,
Installing, floor & wall tiling. A complete service 

All work fully insured and guaranteed.

Based in Eaton Bray, serving
Dunstable and all surrounding
villages 

Y
C

N
EI

CI
FFE YGRENE

CERTIFICATIONQualified

City
Guilds
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL 
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs 

Re-wires Decorative Lighting

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.  
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician.  For a free,   

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

Most types of electrical
work undertaken

Tel;       01525 220469
 Mob;    07860  781330

43, Pebblemoor,
Edlesborough

Electrician
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Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For

d idddd

••••••
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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Gentle Stroll
7th May, 2:30pm, Ling Ride Car Park - off 
Beacon Road, £2.50. No need to book.
Bluebells at Ashridge
8th May, 7-9pm, Ashridge Estate Visitor 
Centre, Adults: £7, FoA £6, Children £5
Booking required: 01442 851227
Birdlife in Spring for Beginners
11th May, 6:30-8:30am, Steps Hill car 
park, Adults: £7, FoA £6, Children £5
Booking required: 01442 851227

Plant Fair
12th May, 11am - 4pm, Ashridge 
Estate Visitor Centre
Discover Ashridge Walk
18th May, 10am-1pm, Ashridge Estate 
Visitor Centre, £3.
Fossil Fabrication
28th May, 10:15 - 11:15am, Natural 
History Museum Tring, £3 per child
Booking required: 01442 851227
ashridge@nationaltrust.org.uk

The very cold weather has not helped 
members to enjoy the pre-arranged events. 
The planned walk for March 25th was 
cancelled. Also, the visit to Ascott House 
to view the daffodils was cancelled as the 
daffodils had not blossomed. 
Our next walk was scheduled for April 
22nd and the walkers were hoping for a 
reasonable day.
There will be NO WALK on May 27th as 
it is a Bank Holiday. The walk will take 
place on Monday 3rd June.
Reports will be in the June edition of 
Focus re our visit to Blenheim Palace and 
our visit to St.Albans on April 14th for 
lunch and the Organ Museum.

On May 7th, Joan is hopefully able to 
organise a Matinee performance at The 
Milton Keynes Theatre for members. 
Details, as usual, will be posted in the 
North Porch of Eaton Bray Church.
Our next meeting is on May 9th in the 
Coffee Tavern for refreshments and a chat 
about future events. Please come along.
Val T. is organising our next lunch out on 
May 16th. Details will be posted in the 
North Porch of Eaton Bray Church.
MAY DATES
Tues 7th May     Milton Keynes Theatre
Thurs 9th May   Meeting at the Coffee  
  Tavern  10.30am
Thurs 16th May  Lunch out
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It is now the beginning of May and our 
SCIENCE FICTION Carnival is only two 
months away. The Carnival only happens 
because people from the villages make it 
happen. On the morning of the Carnival 
and the evening before, you may well see 
lorries and vans crisscrossing the village 
transporting tables, chairs, fridges and 
freezers, barbeques, gazeboes, stalls, 
tents, tea urns, cups and saucers, drinks, 
cutlery and all the equipment that is 
required to make the carnival happen. 
This is all undertaken by volunteers 
from the villages and without this effort 
there would be no Carnival. These lorries 
and vans are generously lent by local 
individuals and businesses however this 
year there is a shortage of transport. This 
is now a major issue for the Carnival both 
for transport of items and for providing 
local groups with a fl oat for the main 
procession. So,
Transport, Transport, Transport, 
Transport!
Helpers, Helpers, Helpers, Helpers!
Do you have or know of anyone who has 
a lorry, trailer, horse box or van that could 
be used to help with the Carnival? This is 
now a critical item, please help in any way 
that you can.
Here are some important bullet points 
if you would like to be involved with or 
provide items for the Carnival:
• If you would like to place an 

advertisement in the Carnival program 
please contact Pauline Glenn on 01525 
229408.

• Would your Business, Charity or Local 
Organisation like to book a stall location 
on the Green for the day? Contact Bob 

Stilliard on 01525 222283.
• Can you provide any prizes for the 

silent auction? Contact Gordon Gray 
01525 220136.

• Do you have items for any of the many 
charity stalls? For example: book stall, 
white elephant, plant stall, adult and 
childrens tombola. Contact Sharon 
Stilliard on 01525 222283.

• Are you able to provide your time 
on the day or the evening before to 
transport materials or set up the 
Carnival tents and help with moving 
items around the Green? A free 
breakfast is available to all early 
morning helpers. Contact Gordon 
Gray on 01525 220136.

• As above; can you provide the Carnival 
with some urgently needed transport? 
Contact Andy Tourney on 01525 
210584.

• Finally take a look at the Carnival website 
for any further information you may 
require at www.stmarysvillagecarnival.
com. 

Can’t focus on a science fi ction possibility 
for decorating your house or as a personal 
costume on the day? Here are a few 
suggestions from the fi rst half of the 
alphabet. 
Alien, Andromeda, Atom Ant, The 
Avengers, Babylon 5, Batman, Battlestar 
Galactica, Biker Mice from Mars, Captain 
Scarlet, Day of the Triffi ds, Dr. Who, 
The Fantastic Four, Fireball XL5 (who 
remembers Robbie the Robot?), Flash 
Gordon, Futurama, GI Joe, Ghost Busters, 
Godzilla, Gulliver’s Travels, Hancock, 
He-Man, Highlander, The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Universe, Incredible Hulk, 
Inspector Gadget, Invisible Man, Iron 
Man, Jekyll and Hyde, Joe 90, Knight 
Rider, Lost in Space, The Lost Planet 
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(Monsters of the Id), Man from Atlantis, 
Man from U.N.C.L.E, Marine Boy, Metal 
Mickey, Mighty Mouse, My Favourite 
Martian and a personal favourite of 
mine… My Goldfi sh is Evil!
More to come in June Focus, watch this 

space!
For any general enquiries on how you can 
get involved with this year’s “out of this 
world” Carnival or anything else contact:
Gordon (Flash) Gray : 01525 220136  OR  
Richard Evans : 01525 222512

Front Row started 12 years ago. A group 
of six people came together and decided 
they would like to put on productions in 
the village. Five of the six,  Barbara, Bob, 
Bernie, Donna and Malcolm, came from 
Eaton Bray and Edlesborough and the 
sixth, Chris, from Dunstable. I was asked 
to be involved at the beginning as Stage 
Manager. This in turn led to me dragging 
my husband in as he has an amazing talent 
for building sets and props from nothing. 
Although the base group was six, it then 
grew to nine which additions being moi, 
Richard (also our sound man as well as 
our set builder/designer) and our lighting 
guru, Graham. When putting on plays 
usually one of the team directs and then 
very amicably we work out who would 
like which part. Sometimes one of the 
group takes a break in which case we 
invite other people to join us if needed. 
We are very fortunate to have a vast bank 
of talented people to call on to help either 
with the acting, directing or building and 
setting up the sets, providing props and 
even our own dedicated and incredibly 
talented hair stylist when required. 
The fi rst production we put on was 
Abigail’s Party. One of the most amusing 
things about this was how much of the 
furniture and props etc.  came from our 
homes . The play is set in the 70’s and 
this was 2001! It was very successful and 
led Front Row on to producing a further 
show in the Autumn ‘Out of Focus’ and 
continuing on into this year with our 15th 
production being  ‘Steel Magnolias’.  The 

play was set in a beauty salon in the 80’s 
in the southern states of America. It was a 
very moving story about a group of women 
who come together on a Saturday morning 
at Truvie’s hair salon and their challenging 
and emotional journey over two years, 
through marriage, birth and death.  One 
of the main challenges was fi nding an old 
hairdryer, amazingly Malcolm had one in 
his garage! and providing running water 
on stage. This is where Richard comes in 
– He sorted it out for us and we had warm 
running water on stage. 
Our next production is Alan Ayckbourn’s 
‘Absurd Person Singular’ which is a 
superb comedy set over three Christmas’s  
in the kitchens of three couples. So 
interesting challenges as we need to build 
three different kitchens and change them 
for each act.  This production will be on 
from 14th to 16th November. Tickets will 
be available for sale nearer the date. 
We were very fortunate  to have Roy Hall 
who is a well known local theatre critic, 
visit us for this production he was very 
complimentary and awarded the show 3 
*.  Some of his comments are below:-
‘Front Row Theatre Group may be a small 
village company but, on this showing, 
they have some serious actresses.’
‘Eaton Bray are blessed to have such 
a good acting company in their small 
village’
For the full review please visit Roy’s blog 
at http://royhalltheatre.blogspot.co.uk/ 
We hope you will join us for our November 
production. 
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U5 – Season 2013-14
We are now collecting interest 

from parents of boys and girls in pre-
reception who would like to put their 
child s’ name down for Football training 
sessions, starting this coming September. 
This is for all children in Reception year 
starting in September (school year 2013-
14) when they start school.
This exciting new U5 squad will be part of 
our successful CHILDRENS FOOTBALL 
club, based in and around Eaton Bray, 
Edlesborough, Dagnall, Kensworth, 
Totternhoe and the surrounding villages. 
They will be involved in fun training 
session, which are designed and structured 
to develop their skills and confi dence. 
Please email to register your interest to 
enquiries@eblions.co.uk.
All Weather Pitch Development
The club continues to work with the Parish 
Council on progressing the development 
of all-weather training facilities within 
Eaton Bray. There have been some truly 
inspiring fundraising efforts with all 
the teams rising to the challenge and 
some exceptionally generous donations, 
including BP Oil.  Steve Ambrose for 
U10’s Whites ran the Berkhamstead half 
marathon, raising an impressive £490, 
whilst Zoey and her Zumba ladies added 

a further £200 to the team total. U14 girls 
ran a dinner and magic evening at The 
Swan in Northall to boost funds further 
and tickets for the “Big Ball” in October 
are selling fast.
The much needed training facility 
represents a massive £240k investment 
in Eaton Bray, with a large part of the 
project funding provided by a grant from 
the Football Foundation, which supports 
development of football for youngsters 
in their local communities. It’s also been 
identifi ed as one of the top three projects 
this year for Beds FA. 
More details about the project can be 
found on the club website, where there’s 
also an excellent short video explaining 
the benefi ts for club and community.http://
www.pitchero.com/clubs/eblionsafc/.

Registered childminder in
Eaton Bray

- Friendly home from home environment 
  - Childcare qualifi ed            -Reliable

- Flexible         - Can offer ad-hock care
Heather Burrows   07890688517                              

hjburrows@yahoo.co.uk
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EDaN Community 
Transport provides a 
service to the people 
of Edlesborough, 

Dagnall and Northall who are 
disadvantaged by local public transport.  
The service is made up of volunteers who 
give their time to help others in need of 
this service.  We only charge for the fuel 
we use and £1 admin fee to cover admin 
costs etc.
Community Transport carried its fi rst 
passenger on 23rd March 2011 and so 
we celebrated our 2nd birthday on 23rd 
March 2013.
At our initial meeting to sign up drivers 
we had 28 people who showed an interest.  
Of those 16 returned their application 
form along with insurance documents etc. 
Unfortunately we lost a few drivers 
because they had problems with their 
insurance company when they contacted 
them to tell them they were involved with 
Community Transport.
The majority of insurance companies do 
not make a charge for you to take part 
in driving for Community Transport.  If 
you do experience a problem with your 
insurance company please let me know as 
at the moment we have a small amount of 
money to re-imburse you.  If you make 
the change at renewal time for your policy 
there should be no charges.
At the moment we have 16 drivers on our 
books.  They are made up as follows: 12 
Dagnall, 3 Edlesborough, 1 Eaton Bray.   
If you know of anyone you think would 
like to join the scheme, particularly from 
Northall, please give me their details and 
I will get in touch with them.
We welcome all drivers, please do let 
us know if you would prefer only to do 
short trips and equally it is helpful to us if 

we know that you are happy to do longer 
trips.  We are also very grateful if you can 
only drive occasionally, this is still a big 
help to us.  Please don’t be put off because 
you think you can’t drive very often.
We have 43 registered passengers, and we 
have made 424 trips since we fi rst started 
in March 2011.  In January 2013 we made 
43 trips, a record month!
In January 75% of trips made were for 
medical appointments.  Trips have been 
made to the following hospitals, Stoke 
Mandeville, L&D, High Wycombe, 
Hemel Hempstead, Mount Vernon, Spire 
Harpenden, John Radcliff and Churchill 
in Oxford.   
We are getting very good feedback from 
our passengers who have remarked” 
How did we ever manage before we had 
Community Transport”. We continue to 
provide essential transport within the 
villages of Edlesborough, Dagnall & 
Northall.  
If you would like any further information 
on Community Transport please contact:-
Kathy Bovington Tel 01442 842796 or 
Mob 0779 0537032 
Email kathybovington@hotmail.com 
To book a trip:-  Community Transporter 
Co-ordinator Peter Williams 01442 
842506.

Dagnall Village Hall 100 Club 

Winners – April 2013 
56 Kelly Pritchard £50
6  Tony O’Connor £25
74 Stella Rose  £25
Drawn on 7th April 2013 witnessed by 
Louise Swaby and Xanthe Glaysher. 
Please call Sharon Quinn on 01442 
842129 if you would like to join and 
help the Village Hall Funds
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This is Scooby! He is 
a 2-year-old Dogue de 
Bordeaux Cross.

Scooby is a gentle giant. He is fantastic 
with people and mixes well with other 
dogs. He is so happy that unfortunately he 
damaged his tail when wagging it and has 
had to have it amputated. He came to us 
as a stray but we understand that he has 
lived in a house.  
Scooby has good manners and has learned 
to walk nicely with a head collar. He 
travels in a car very well.
We are looking for a home with some 
experience of giant breeds and where 
Scooby will not be left for more than 
2-3 hours at a time. He is good around 
children but is very large and still young 
and playful so we will not place him in a 
home with children under 10 years.
If you feel you could offer Scooby, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 
be happy to offer advice and information. 
(Please note that we have restrictions on 

rehoming dogs to families with children 
under 7 years of age, so please ask for 
details).
Give a Dog a Walk!
We need experienced dog walkers (over 
16) who can regularly spare some time 
on week-days to help exercise our rescue 
dogs. We would also love to hear from 
anyone willing to help with our fund-
raising events. For further details please 
contact the kennels.
Appledown Rescue and Rehoming 
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds 
LU6 1QY.
Call  01525 220383 or e-mail  appledown.
kennels@btinternet.com 
(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

Craft Fair and
Fun Dog Show
Sunday 12th May

Join us for a fun day for all the family 
and the dog! Show opens at 11 a.m. 
Show classes commence at noon.

Enter on the day.

Parish Council meeting - dates and 
venues
16th May 7.30p.m Annual General 
Meeting followed by Parish Council 
Meeting at Edlesborough Memorial Hall
20th June 7.30p.m at All Saints Church 
Hall, Dagnall
18th July 7.30p.m at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
Sports Clubs
Joint meetings are taking place with all 
the Sports Clubs to discuss the future of 
the Pavilion.

Allotments
A new gate has been erected at the 
entrance to Dagnall Allotments. There 
are still one or two allotments available in 
Edlesborough and Northall
Street Lighting
Council to consider the cost and benefi ts 
of more modern replacement lamp fi ttings. 
Bus Shelter
Work is required to repair the bus shelter 
in High Street, Edlesborough
Recycling
Information regarding all aspects of 
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Recycling and Waste collections etc.is 
regularly printed in Aylesbury Vale Times 
magazine. The Garden Waste collection 
for the May Bank Holiday 6th May will 
take place on Saturday 11th May and for 
the Bank Holiday Monday 27th May the 
collection will take place on Saturday 1st 
June. 
Carnival
Edlesborough Parish Council will not be 
having a stall this year.
The Anne Thompson Cup for Excellence 
for 2013 will be presented to a member of 
the local Cub/Scout group.
Best Kept Village Competition
Having been very successful in winning 
the Cup in 2012 Edlesborough will be 
entering the Tindall Cup in 2013 which 
is a category for past winners so please 
continue to keep your gardens looking 
their best and refrain from allowing dog 
fouling.
Northall 
Anglian Water are in communication with 
Bucks Highways regarding the fl ooding 
of Chapel Lane

Dagnall
No further information regarding 
‘Gadesden Walk’
Thames Valley Police
If you wish to receive messages via the 
Thames Valley Alert system to see what is 
happening in your area you can join online 
at Thames Valley Alert. This is a free 
service and gives the option of receiving 
messages by email, telephone or text and 
you can receive information for different 
areas within Thames Valley. 
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough 
Parish Council  -  Tel. 01525 220859
e-mail: parish.council.clerk@
edlesborough.gov.uk
Penny Pataky – Manager/Assistant Clerk 
– contact number 01525 229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.
gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: Penny Pataky: Tel:  01525 
229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.
gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk

Our next Cafe Community will be held 
on Saturday May 11th from 11-00am 
until 1-00pm when we invite you to join 
us for Coffee and biscuits and/or a Lite 
Bite for Lunch. An opportunity to relax 
amongst friends and let someone else 
do the cooking (and washing-up!). Our 
Charity for the month is M.A.S.K.S. 
Make A Special Child Smile. They raise 
money for Booker Park and Stocklake 
Schools in Aylesbury to improve the lives 
of children aged 3 to 19 years who have 
special needs. This Charity was chosen by 
one of our young people and your support 
would be most welcome.
The following day, Sunday May 12th at 
10-30 am,  our Cafe Worship will be led 

by Mr Martin Wallis from Harlington.
The Sunday School Anniversary will be 
held on Sunday May 19th at 10-30am . 
This is always a special time in our Church 
Family when our young people take part 
in our Worship and this year Mr Melvyn 
Corby will be joining them. Everyone is 
Welcome.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

100 Club Winners 
April 2013

£25   Tabitha Spence   No.34
£10    Peggy Bearton    No 107
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & M&M Properties 
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Nestled at the bottom of the downs, 
Icknield Livery and Riding School offer 
adults and children (from 4 years) group 
and private horse riding lessons and horse 
rides all year round in the beautiful setting 
of the Chilterns. 
We cater for people who want to learn 
from the beginning, want to improve their 
riding abilities, or those who are coming 
back to the sport to re-learn their skills 
and regain their fi tness levels. 
Riding combines a cardiovascular workout 
with a rewarding mental challenge. It 
means time spent outdoors in the fresh 
air, it improves both balance and refl exes 
and helps tone the body (in particular the 
legs and core muscles), improves hand-
eye coordination and joint mobility, it can 
increase muscle strength by up to 50% 
without adding bulk and, amazingly, can 
burn over 400 calories an hour!!! How 
many more reasons do you need to come 

and give it a try?
We are a friendly, riding school with a 
desire to develop the skills of both the 
capable rider and the enthusiastic novice. 
Riders who simply ride to have fun and 
relax are as important to us as those 
determined to improve and compete. 
This group activity is also a fun way to 
socialize and make new friends from all 
walks of life, with one thing in common - 
a love of horses and riding.
Our horses and ponies, all blessed with 
their own particular talents have been 
chosen for their safe temperament and 
rideability, so if you are looking for local 
horse riding then contact us today and 
come and meet the team!
Hope to see you soon.
Nic 
07985579715 / 01525 222221
http://icknieldlivery.co.uk/Icknield_Way_
Livery/Home.html

It doesn’t matter how old you are - 
everyone benefi ts from good foot care.
Cracked heels or fi ssures are caused 
by dry skin, prolonged standing or mal-
alignment of the foot or walking pattern.   
Use a pumice stone to reduce the hard 
skin and massage in a suitable foot cream. 
Avoid wearing thin soled or open backed 
shoes and choose shoes with a good shock 
absorbing sole. 
Corns are caused by localised thickening 
of the skin often on top of the toes caused 
by pressure of the shoe, but also on the 
sole of the feet and even between the 
toes. These may be swollen and painful to 
direct pressure.  Often caused by ill-fi tting 
shoes, you should avoid tight shoes and 
hosiery. Use a pumice stone to remove 

excess skin and moisturise with a good 
foot cream. Don’t use corn plasters as 
these can destroy healthy skin.
Sweaty and smelly feet can be caused by 
hormonal changes such as hyperhidrosis 
(excessive sweating) and being on your 
feet all day. Wear cotton socks and rotate 
your shoe usage.  Wash and dry your feet 
carefully every day. Surgical spirit or 
witch hazel between the toes may help.
For further information on foot care or 
any alignment issues, contact your local 
HPC registered Podiatrist:
Tips by St Judes Clinic,  26 Lake Street 
Leighton Buzzard  LU7 1RX 
 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com
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Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL

· Emergencies · Free Estimates
· No call out charges

Dave Nicholson

With you every step of the way...

“I have found them extraordinarily accommodating  
and prepared to go over and above the call of duty.   

Their service is outstanding and dealing with  
them has been nothing but a pleasure.” 

Laura Lusardi

New Edlesborough Offices  
Prominent Village Location

Thinking of Selling or Letting?

Specialists in the Sale and Rental  
of Village Homes

Accompanied Viewings – 7 Days a Week

Competitive Fees

Free No Obligation Valuation

Exceptional Service

Call Linda or Colin  
on 01525 222333 

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

Wallace Drive • Eaton Bray • Beds • LU6 2DF
(Next to Giblin Property)

TEL: 01525 229111
OPEN TUES TO SAT 11.00AM TILL LATE

&

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 

& COMMERCIAL FENCING & 
DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD,
DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 30 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church
invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 11th May
11.00am to 1.00pm

Relax & chat with friends,
coffee/light lunch

Charity of the month: 
M.A.S.K.S. ( Make A Special Kid Smile)

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

Choose Connells, Choose the Best!
| Residential Lettings
| Survey and Valuation services 
| In house Conveyancing
| Land and New Homes
|  Energy performance 
certificate arrangement 
Residential Sales

for your FREE market appraisal
Call Dunstable on 01582 661 265

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer valid at 
Dunstable branch only. Valid until 31/12/2013

£500 off our 
standard sales fee 

when you present 
this voucher*
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Extensions - Loft & Garage 
conversions, roofi ng etc.

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Installer of PVCu guttering, soffi ts 
& fascia boards

• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07941 563424

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.

DIGITAL & ANALOGUE

TV & FM Radio Aerials
Satellite Installations

Extra TV & Satellite points

FREE ESTIMATES

 01525 852912
 07710 429678

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY
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Established over 10 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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EDaN   BEAUTIFICATION   TEAM

MONDAY 6th MAY 2013
On Edlesborough  Village  Green

(Access in Pebblemoor: 2 metre height restric  on)
• Sellers 8.30 a.m.@ £8.00 per car
(No need to book a space  - just arrive)

• Buyers 9.00 a.m.  ll  12.00 noon
• Refreshments  will  be  available in the Memorial hall all 

morning - including great bacon bu   es!
Tel: Chris  ne 01525 220739  -  chris@brooklyns.org.uk

Come for Coffee 
 

For a warm welcome and a cheering cuppa 
 

 
10.00am – midday Next 

Coffee 
Morning 

 
11th May 

Future 
 

 

June 1  

July 13th 

rd 
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We believe in life 
before death!

Christian Aid week 12/18 May

Zibusio Sibanda from the 
Northern region of Zimbabwe is 
very happy!  In her area there is a 
vibrant example of Christian Aid’s 
work - now there is food for all and 
good health for all her family

All are welcome to our joint service at St Mary’s, Eaton 
Bray, on Sunday 12th May at 3pm – our guest speaker is 
Jeremy Wyman who is the CEO for Christian Aid South.

Farming for Kenyan farmer 
Justin, has been revolutionised by 
simple, targeted weather forecasts 
by text message - more accurate 
than ours!!
“When we see a plan coming to 
fulfi lment it brings us joy; we can 
watch our children grow.”
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?

Painting/Decorating  Curtain Rails
Kitchen Fitting  Tiling  Shelving/Flat Packs

YOU need LITTLE JOBS if

Shelves scare you, fl at pack frustrates you 
or mowing doesn’t move you,

you need someone to Do It for You

For your General
 Home Maintenance needs

Call Carl Bird on 01582 703039
or Mobile 07773 230055

Floor Laying  Gutter Cleaning  Fencing
Loft Boarding  Gardening etc.

Dog Walking and Pet
Si   ng Services

From £6.00
Call Trudy 07756930814
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10th Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Beer and Cider Festival 

Friday 31st May/Saturday 1st June 

 
Soft drinks, lager and Wine available 

 

Hot food and BBQ available  
Lunchtime and evenings 

Live entertainment: Friday night – Jerome Chance 
Saturday afternoon Family Magic Show 

 
Saturday evening –  

Fri – mid- -  
Entrance £3 by raffle ticket 
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  All the events at the church brought to you by
             The Friends of the Church on the Hill 
                www.edlesboroughchurch.org.uk 

 Fri  7th   10am-3pm ART WORKSHOP:  Local artist Megan Howells (*) 
                 3-5pm Flower Arranging Workshop -  Edlesboro’ Flowers (*) 
                 7pm Regina Whyatt, BAGPIPER playing at the war memorial 
                 7.30pm-9.30pm SOUTH BEDS CONCERT BAND -  £8 & £6   (#) 
 Sat  8th   2.30-3.00pm: Warm up with  DAGNALL COMMUNITY CHOIR 
                 3.00pm Festival opening by the RT HON JOHN BERCOW M.P 
                 followed by  THE CHOIRFEST, featuring  6 local school choirs 
                 7.00pm:  “A BIT OF A DO!”  starring  TINLIN – think Simon &    
        Garfunkel: UNSAFE SAX-saxophone quartet: JESS BERGMAN       
        mezzo soprano opera singer. Links to artists on our website    
        Tickets (evening event)  including food & wine -  £10.00.  (#) 
 Sun  9th  2.-3 pm  CHILTERN WEST GALLERY CHOIR –  music & dancing 
                 3pm-4.30 music by  THE DICEMEN and STARLIGHT  BARKING 
        Local vocalists-   Folk & traditional -  guitar, fiddle, mandolin 
                 5.30pm:            THE BELLS, THE BELLS! 
                 6pm-7pm SONGS OF PRAISE– Grand finale with Rev.Coralie  
    (*)         Places limited, booking required.  Contact Christine - 01525 220739      
         or email  chris@brooklyns.org.uk                         (# )   Ticketed events 
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G

 &
 J GroundworkG

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

JMC
PEST CONTROL

Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com



45

Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Weathervanes

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS 
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Save the
Date!

SATURDAY 22nd JUNE 2013

Eaton Bray Academy’s
12.00pm to 3.00pm

Family Fun Day / Summer Fayre
Lot’s of fun to be had by all !   More details to follow....

To be held at the school, School Lane, Eaton Bray.

EATON BRAY
METHODIST CHURCH 

INVITE YOU TO

A PLOUGHMAN'S 
LUNCH IN THE 

GARDEN
SATURDAY JUNE 8th
from 12 noon onwards

at CHESTNUT LODGE
LEIGHTON ROAD, GREAT 

BILLINGTON LU7 9BJ
All proceeds are in aid of a 
special charity supporting 

children who are leaving care
Do join us
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
18th May 2013 at 7:30pm- late 

 

BARN DANCE 
  

featuring live band 

“ Pinkers Spinney“ 

 
Only £15.00 Per ticket 

Tel. Edlesborough School office:  
01525 220431 

DAGNALLDAGNALL
Saturday June 15th 3.00pm until late

Traditional Fair, Family Games, Drinks, Barbecue,
then Hog Roast and Live music 

Enter the races :-
• relay, obstacle, wheel barrow and three legged races. Men’s Drag race
• Toddlers’ tricycle, children’s relay

Also Enter our 6 category family bake off :-
• Children's best decorated 6 small cakes
• Men only cake of choice
• Victoria sponge
• 6 scones  - savoury or sweet
• Savoury bake (sausage rolls, quiche etc.)
• Bread of choice
• Children 50p. Adults £1.00 . family £5.00 for all 6 categories
• All entries to be sold off afterwards

For more info email ann.tobin1@btinternet.com
Or call into Dagnall Playgroup 9.15 - 12.15

FUN DAYFUN DAY

Northall and DistrictNorthall and District
Age ConcernAge Concern

Wednesday ClubWednesday Club
would like to invite you to theirwould like to invite you to their

Coffee Coffee 
MorningMorning

Wednesday 22nd MayWednesday 22nd May
10am-11:30am10am-11:30am

Northall Village HallNorthall Village Hall
    Bring & Buy, homemade cakes, Bring & Buy, homemade cakes, 

Bric-a-brac, raffl eBric-a-brac, raffl e
Entrance- 50pEntrance- 50p

(to include drink and biscuits)(to include drink and biscuits)
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

J. Hughes & Son
Groundworks and Civil Engineering

Foundations • Excavations • Driveways
Drainage • Kerbwork • Roads • Car Parks

Block paving • Tarmacadam
Local Authority approved • 30 years 

experience • All work guaranteed
Mobile: 07843 307428
Offi ce:  01582 477761
Email:  jhughes45@talktalk.net
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 
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Dagnall School 
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Parental quote from Ofsted March 2011 – We are delighted with the Headteacher, 
governing body and staff, they really care about our children.  The school is the heart 

of our community. 
Ofsted March 2011 
This is a good school.  It has several outstanding features, particularly the pastoral 
care, guidance and support it offers its pupils and the excellent links it has with the 
community. 
Pupils are confident, very happy at school and curious to learn. 
Consistently good teaching and a well planned curriculum, enriched with a wide range 
of extra-  is 
impeccable.  
  
Dagnall School offers 

small classes 
a broad and interesting curriculum 
a wide range of extra curricular opportunities  
excellent care and support 
a school that has excellent community links  

  
Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  Then 

come and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.                    
       

        Website:  www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    E-mail:    office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      Tel & Fax: 01442 842473   
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Fairway TravelFairway Travel
Taxi & Airport ServicesTaxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905



54

Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barb-carpets.co.uk

Full Body Oil Massage  
Head & Shoulders 
Foot Massage  
Body Scrub 
Manicure & Pedicure 
Facial 

Thai Traditional Massage 
For Ladies 

by Em Challis, Certified Masseuse of the Famous Wat Po Traditional 
Medical School of Bangkok 

64a Wallace Drive,  
Eaton Bray,  
Nr Dunstable, LU6 2DF 
 
Tel: 01525 223102 
Mobile: 0796 909 5870 

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Depression
• Phobias & Fears
• Exam, Test & Performance Nerves
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confidence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Addictions 
• Many other areas !

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 220480
 www.debbiepearce.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, Reg 4025
AdvDipH (Advanced Diploma Hypnotherapy).
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

The
Pilates

Workshop
.co.uk

Bellows Mill, Eaton BrayON YOUR 
DOORSTEP...

The
Therapy

Hub
.co.uk

Sports Massage 
 

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture
Visit: TheTherapyHub.co.uk
or call: 07540 568 858

20 Pilates matwork classes a week

Pilates machines & private sessions

Body Control Pilates®  

Visit: ThePilatesWorkshop.co.uk 
or call: 07989 589 502
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All brands of DOG FOOD
including raw foods

Pop in and order your 
favourite brand we will 
deliver it to your door

FREE local delivery
(come in and see if we cover your area)

Complete Canine is Your Local Supplier for 
Dog Food and everything else you could 

ever need for your dog

FREE EXPERT ADVICE
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOPS

Call Clare
also online:www.completecanine.co.uk

01525 221953 or 07854 102669

Complete Canine and Lawes Pawes are just down the hill from Edlesborough Church at 
Sparrow Hall Farm, Edlesborough.      Open Mon/Wed/Fri/Sat 9:30am - 2:30pm

Easy Parking and your special friend is welcome too!

Vicky Lawes MGoDT

canine behaviour practitioner and trainer

07765 287176     vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

so you want me to 

come back on our 

walks....that explains 

all the shouting!!!

For non-recall and 

other unwanted 

behaviours, we talk 

dog!

Selling & letting 
in your area 
since 1986...
01525 377733
01525 371997
w w w . m a n d m p r o p e r t i e s . c o . u k

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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22001133  ––  CCHHIILLDDRREENNSS    FFOOOOTTBBAALLLL  
 
New players are wanted to join our successful football 
club, based within Edlesborough, Eaton Bray and the 
surrounding villages including Dagnall and Northall. 

 

We have 24 teams and over 300 children this season 
playing exciting team sport! We welcome any new 
players especially from the villages we serve, but we 
are also specifically recruiting for the following school 
year age groups;- 
 

 

Come and play fun team football within our village 
community, please get in touch if you want to play 

even if your son/daughter isn’t in the above, we have 
teams at virtually every age group. 

 
Our Coaches are FA Qualified and CRB checked. 

 
Contact us at enquiries@eblions.co.uk or www.eblions.co.uk 
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To keep residents up to date with useful 
contacts/information relating to issues 
in the parish please keep a record of the 
following for future reference.
Eaton Bray Parish Council
Parish Council website: 
www.ebpc.co.uk
• Parish Council Contacts
Parish Clerk: Telephone/Fax: 01525 
221464 – email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk
For full details visit the Eaton Bray Parish 
Council website.
• Parish Council Minutes
For full detailed copy of minutes for 
Eaton Bray Parish Council, please visit 
the Parish Council website.  A hard copy 
of the most recent minutes can also be 
viewed on the Parish Council’s notice 
board at The Coffee Tavern.
• Parish Council Annual Return
A summary of the council’s Annual 
Returns from 2007 onwards are available 
on the Parish Council website.
Parish Council Business Matters can be 
viewed on the Parish Council website. 
Bedfordshire Police
General Assistance/recommended 
number: 101
Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station: PCSO 
Laura Wilson – 01582 473434
Email: Laura.Wilson@bedfordshire.pnn.
police.uk
Central Bedfordshire Council 
• Customer Services
Phone lines are open Monday to Thursday 
0830-1730 and Friday 0830-1630: 0300 
300 8302
The best times to contact by telephone is 
between 0900-1200 and 1400-1600
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk

• Planning Applications
There is a searchable planning application 
list on the Central Bedfordshire Council 
website:  
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Recommendations by the Parish Council 
on monthly applications can be viewed on 
the full detailed minutes of Parish Council 
Meetings.  
• Bin Collections & Recycling
Please visit the Central Bedfordshire 
Council website: http://www.
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/environment/
recycling-rubbish-and-waste/default.aspx 
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk or call 0300 300 8302
• Fly Tipping/Street Care/Cleaning 

& Littering Services
Please visit the Central Bedfordshire 
Council website.
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.
uk/environment/recycling-rubbish-
and-waste/street-care-recycl ing-
rubbish-waste.aspx
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk or call 0300 300 8302
• Noise Pollution
Please visit the Central Bedfordshire 
Council website:
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.
uk/environment/pollution/pollution-
complaints-noise.aspx
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk or call 0300 300 8302
• Highways & Roads
Please visit the Central Bedfordshire 
Council website:
http:/ /www.centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk/travelling/roads-safety-and-
highways/default.aspx
Email: highways@centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk or call 0300 300 8302
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Pot Holes/Broken Street Light/Faulty 
Traffi c Signals: Please report using the 
link above, however if you believe the 
problem is dangerous and could cause an 
emergency situation, please telephone the 
24 hour phone line (0300 300 8049) to 
report the fault instead.

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/
Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.
co.uk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [message can be left on 
answerphone]

Dawn Chorus Guided Walk
Sunday 5 May 2013, 4.30 to 6am
£2 per person, booking essential

Listen to the Songbirds 
singing at the start of a 
new day. International 
Dawn Chorus Day is an 

annual celebration of the world's oldest 
wake-up call - the dawn chorus- and 
the beauty of bird song. Join us on the 
Dunstable Downs and listen to the song 
birds singing at the start of a new day. You 
could enjoy a breakfast bap and coffee or 
tea in the cafe as well after the walk. Meet 
at the Chiltern Gateway Centre.
Butterfl y Walks
Saturdays 18th & 25th May, 11am - 1pm.
£2 per person, booking adviseable
Discover something amazing. Join us on 
this fun, informative guided walk to look 
for the butterfl ies that thrive on the rare 

chalk grassland of Dunstable Downs and 
Whipsnade. We might be lucky enough to 
see the beautiful Chalkhill Blue butterfl y 
fl ying in the spectacular 
setting of the Downs. 
Meet at the Chiltern 
Gateway Centre.
STACK UK Kite competition
Saturday 18th May and Sunday 19th May 
10:30am - 5pm. To book: 01582 500920
Come along and watch this fantastic Kite 
Competition taking place over two days.
Numerous teams pitted against each other 
in this spectacular display.
The competition takes place each morning 
with the afternoons set aside for the public 
to have a go and receive advice and 
coaching.
A Family Fun weekend with craft stalls, 
fun fair and much, much more.

Sun. 5th May 9.00 pm Eucharist
 10.30 am Morning Service    
 6.00 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion
Sun. 12th May 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 19th May 10.30 am Family Communion      
Sun. 26th May 10.30 am Family Service                
 6.00 pm Eucharist
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Well who’d have thought 
it? I’ve just put together our 
quarterly club newsletter, and 

there’s so much occurring, it went on for 
8 pages, and I think I’m going to need an 
assistant! The Chairman still hasn’t sorted 
out my £250K a week contract though 
so I’ll leave it a week or two before I 
mention the extra £10 a week I need for 
a secretary. Might be the straw that breaks 
the camel’s back. But just look … there 
are Round Robins throughout the Spring 
and Summer, our infamous Play Day on 
Sunday 23rd June to which everyone 
is welcome (and including my modest 
but scrumptious BBQ), the even more 
infamous Chairman’s BBQ in July (where 
he normally asks me to cook everything); 
there’s our Junior’s Tournament (with 
BBQ), quickly followed by our Summer 
Tennis Camps, and then to top it all off, 
our Senior’s Final’s Day on Saturday 14th 
September (plus guess what? Yes, another 
BBQ). Pauses to take breath. And that 
doesn’t include the Quiz Nights, social 
tennis sessions, regular coaching, or 
whatever we get up to on Carnival Day. 
Or our 68 matches against other clubs’ 
teams over the summer! If you want to 
join a club where nothing really happens 
- or you don’t like BBQs - then other 
listings are available! 
It is with regret however that I’m unable 
to report on the Quiz Night held jointly 
with the Village Hall committee on 
Saturday 13th April. That’s mainly 
because as I write this on 10th, it hasn’t 
happened yet, due to the Focus deadline 
being three days beforehand. As such, I 
shall congratulate in advance Keith’s Best 
Mates who, as usual, are bound to win 
(being the quizmaster’s best mates and all 
that), and commiserate with that devious 

team of chocolate hoarding ladies who 
always come last, but change their team 
name every six months to try to avoid 
shouts of ‘fi x’ and ‘we want our chocolate 
back’. I wouldn’t dare ask them for any 
chocolate back, least not without a group 
of heavily armed mercenaries behind me, 
or preferably in front of me. So bad luck 
ladies, looks like it’ll be two Easters for 
you this year! Of course if you read this 
knowing that someone different won or 
came last, then you won’t hear from me 
again as I’ll be living in a tent on the 
Downs, having bet my house, car and 
job with the local bookie that the above 
scenario occurs. If I’m right of course 
then I win 10 million pounds and I’ll be 
in Barbados. So it’s win-win for you all 
either way!
Three other highlights to note this month. 
First, Sara, our dedicated club coach, has 
started her new coaching programme, and 
now offers no less than 5 Junior sessions 
on Saturday mornings followed by 2 
further sessions on Wednesday evenings. 
The Seniors are also well catered for 
with coaching later on the same days, 
so do talk to us if you’d like to start, or 
indeed improve your tennis; she also 
offers private lessons individually or in 
groups. Second, we’re planning a Family 
Doubles Tournament on Sunday 9th June 
where any youngster can pair up with an 
elder family member, parent, grandparent, 
second cousin twice removed etc, and 
take on another pair over a few games, 
which promises to be a lot of fun! I 
can see this getting very competitive, 
especially amongst the grown-ups! Do let 
us know if you’d like to take part, and we 
can do a spectacular joining deal for you 
at the same time! And third, we’ve got a 
new kettle in our clubhouse which we call 
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Kevin. ‘Kev the Kettle’ is a lovely slim, 
cordless, stainless steel number with a 
little orange light, and makes a smashing 
cuppa. He’ll be working hard at all our 
events this year, so even if you don’t fancy 
one of the best burgers in Bedfordshire, 
do pop up and enjoy a hot mug of your 
favourite brew. We even keep fresh milk 
in our fridge, Freda, who always looks up 
to Kevin because he’s on the shelf above 
her. I think there might be a romance 
developing, we’ll have to keep an eye on 
them; we’ve enough hot points in our club 

already…. 
For any further information about the 
club, including when we get together for 
our social tennis sessions up at the School 
Lane courts, or our various activities, you 
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 
Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart 
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara 
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all 
out and I’m not queuing up at William 
Hill (other betting outlets are available…) 
then me, Andy Cross, on 07783 667338.

Yes we know we have 
been going on about it 
for some time but fi nally 
it is nearly here. On 

Friday 31st May and Saturday 1st June 
we will be holding the 10th Eaton Bray 
Village Hall Beer Festival.
Last year was the best ever, with over 500 
people attending and we would say that 
over 80% came from the local villages, 
this is truly your event and we thank you 
for making it such a success.
So what are we doing to make our 10th 
so special? 
Well we have been asked to extend the 
hours slightly so we will be opening at 12 
noon on Friday so come along for a quiet 
drink and something to eat over lunchtime 
or perhaps during the afternoon, what 
better way to start the weekend?  During 
the evening there will be live music from 
Jerome Chance, Saturday again we will 
be open at 12 noon and after a great family 
entertainer, Smartie Artie, which we 
know all the youngsters will remember 
from last year. We then have an extra live 
set from Acoustic STUFF, followed by 
Bob Thompson in the evening.

On top of that we have food at all times 
including all your favourites from burgers, 
hot dogs and of course chips, jacket 
potatoes and lost of other delights for the 
kitchen area.
Now we get to the serious part, BEER!  
We, well our friends from CAMRA 
are putting an extra 5 barrels of beer, 
hopefully including our own special 10th 
anniversary brew. Plus the ciders and 
perrys. If none of those are to your taste 
we will have wine and lager available, 
plus of course soft drinks for those under 
18 and non drinkers. All these drinks can 
be consumed from our 10th anniversary 
pint mugs (perhaps not the wine), you’ll 
love the design! 
We have spent a lot of time trying to make 
the event better than ever but all that will 
be to no avail if we don’t have anybody 
there, so please come along, have a great 
time and help us celebrate a truly village 
event.
For further information see our advert 
elsewhere in Focus, our posters around 
the village or call Ross on 01525 221411.
See you there.
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1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout 
group is celebrating the little known fact 
that Scouting has been in the Villages 
for 100 years. Our records show that the 
original group – then called 1st Eaton 
Bray 27th Beds Scout Group was formed 
in 1913 by Mrs Wallace of Poplar Farm. 
• By 1915 the troop boasted its own 

band and held their fi rst camp on the 
recreation ground in the Rye. 

• In 1924 Mrs Wallace led a contingent 
of Scouts from Beds (including some 
from 27th Beds) to a world Jamboree 
in Denmark. Little more is known of 
the group after 1930 (but we would 
welcome any input to fi ll in our gaps in 
information).

• In 1946 the Group was restarted as 1st 
Edlesborough & Eaton Bray Scouts 
by Percy Pitkin, operating from 
Edlesborough village hall and a stable 
at the Old Vicarage. 

• The Group was re-registered in 1952 
as 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough – 
changing the order of the villages as the 
then Aylesbury District team refused to 
travel from Aylesbury to Edlesborough 
and the Beds District would only come 
if the name changed because Eaton 
Bray was in Beds!!!

• In 1954 a trust was 
set up to purchase the land next to the 
Village Hall and to raise funds to build 
the current Scout Hut.

• The hut was fi nally fi nished and opened 
in 1959 by Lord Baden Powell’s son 
Peter. To commemorate the opening 
Peter planted the tree in front of the 
hut – which is now the subject of a tree 
preservation order.

• The Group fl ourished in the fi fties and 
sixties and with much assistance from 
personnel from RAF Edlesborough, 
maintained this strength into the 
seventies. 

Our Group has continued to enjoy success 
to this day and we have been able to 
source the list of many past and present 
village residents who have in some way 
made a fantastic contribution to keep our 
Scouting adventure going for the benefi t 
of the village youth – we would like to 
thank you all!
Today, in 2013, we are able to report to 
District that all our sections Beavers, Cubs 
& Scouts are full, with waiting lists and 
that we have an excellent crop of trained 
leaders who enjoy fantastic support from 
the Committee and the parents. We are 
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planning our Centenary Camp in July and 
so far we will be a group in excess of 75!!! 
– should keep the catering team busy. 
2013 has also brought us planning 
permission; granted to extend the hut 
forward by some 3 meters. This means we 
hope to fi nally modernise the toilets and 
kitchen and improve storage facilities, 

freeing up valuable space in the main hall. 
Fund raising has already commenced and 
although some grants have been sourced, 
if anyone is able to offer any assistance 
or has any suggestions please contact our 
current Group Scout Leader Nick Evans. 
Our Scouting adventure continues, we 
will keep you posted on our progress!

Quite a chilly afternoon to start the Guild 
meeting but on arrival, everyone was soon 
chatting.
Deirdrea welcomed the members and 
two visitors, Janet and Terry. There were 
birthday cards for Celia, Gillian Hunter 
and Joan Thorne along with good wishes.
Carol Jones, who is a member of the 
Sugar Craft Guild was the speaker,  
demonstrating various forms of cake 
icing.
Cupcakes are now very trendy (as well as 
tasty), for weddings and children's parties. 
Carol showed various types of icing and 
ways of decorating them with feather 
icing, printed sugar paste disks, handmade 
rosebuds, two coloured icing and lots of 
handmade toppings and sprinkles. She 
then went on to decorate one of her twin 
grandaughter's second birthday cake.
This cake was Olivia's and was decorated 
with a plaque saying Happy Birthday and 
her name in pink icing, then came the 
handmade teddy bears, an absolute delight 
to look at, fi nishing the cake except for the 
piping.
Boards were passed around showing 
various forms of piped decorations and 
fl owers, examples of icing plaques with 
hand painting, there was also a table 
of Carol's work, which showed great 
patience and precision. A special, relaxing 
afternoon full of inspiring ideas and many 
handy tips. June Thorne gave the vote 
of thanks. Devotions followed led by 

Thelma.
Notices
The annual outing is to Stratford on Avon 
on Tuesday 13th August, please contact 
either June Thorne (220260) or Jenny 
Hewett (220295) if you would like to 
come.
There are future plans for a cream tea, 
outing to Bicester Village and other ideas.
The speaker next month is Paul Heley 
"Through the Himalayas"-on a motorcycle 
I believe!.
Tea followed, enjoyed as always by 
everyone. The raffl e consisted of six small 
individual boxes of cupcakes and some 
handmade roses,  made by Carol.
Visitors are always welcome to any of our 
meetings with a happy atmosphere, fun, 
food and fellowship. These take place 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
2.00pm at St Mary's. 
Why not come and try. 

Eaton Bray Village Hall 100 Club 

Winners April 2013
47 Heather Martin  £100
87 Danny Kerr  £25
140 Mel Grundy  £25
119 Dave Proven  £25
Drawn on 8th April 2013 at Hines the 
Butchers. Please direct any correspondence 
to Ross Bagni 71 Bower Lane Eaton Bray, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1RB Telephone: 01525 
221411.
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On Maundy Thursday 
I was honoured and 
privileged to receive 
the traditional Maundy  
Money from Her 
Majesty the Queen in 

an impressive service and ceremony at 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.
It was an early start, 8.30 am at Redbridge 
Park and Ride and a special bus into 
Oxford. Coffee and biscuits in St.Aldates 
Church and introductory talks by various 
offi cials. By 10.30 all the recipients were 
seated in the Cathedral.
The formal proceedings began with the 
choir procession followed by the Diocesan 
and Ecumenical Processions. At 11am,  
Her Majesty the Queen, accompanied 
by the Duke of Edinburgh, 
were welcomed at the west 
door by a fanfare and the 
service began with the fi rst 
hymn. Her Majesty was then 
conducted in procession to 
her seat near to the High 
Altar. This was followed 
by the Royal Almonry 
Procession consisting of 

the Yeomen of the Guard, some carrying 
the alms, and the dignitaries of the Royal 
Almonry.
 The service (or offi ce) follows a traditional 
pattern and it is within this service that 
the alms, consisting of the Maundy Coins 
and other coins in two leather purses, are 
distributed. The Queen accompanied by 
the Lord High Almoner and the Yeomen 
of the Guard, bearing the alms on large 
gold plates, came down into the body 
of the Cathedral to personally present 
the monies to each recipient in turn. The 
service ended with processions similar to 
the others.
After the ceremony the recipients and their 
companions were entertained to lunch 
by the kind invitation of the Dean and 

Chapter of Christ Church.
So ended a very exciting, 
memorable and colourful  
day and I feel honoured, 
privileged and somewhat 
humble to have been 
chosen.

John Shadrack.

Car Boot Sale
Bank Holiday Monday – 6th 
May is the morning to arise 
from your nice warm beds 

and get yourself down to Edlesborough 
Green to see what bargains there are to be 
had at our Car Boot Sale.  ‘Booters’ can 
come down to park and set up from 8.30 
a.m. for the ‘punters’ to arrive at 9.00 for 
a good old rummage. 
Get your breakfast on the hoof from our 
BBQ’s outside the Memorial Hall then 
pick up some real deals from our bedding 

plant stall to start off your spectacular 
summer displays.
Pictorial Journal
Don’t forget we’re still looking for old 
pictures of the EDaN villages, also our 
dear boys lost in the wars.  Details in last 
month’s Focus. 
Painting and Flower Arranging 
Workshops – Friday 7th June
Still a few places left on both of these at 
the Edlesborough Festival.
Contact Christine – 01525 220739 / 
chris@brooklyns.org.uk
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 

 
 

 

 

 
Your local florist, providing a fantastic 
range of fresh seasonal flowers for 
everyday and special occasions.  
 
Weddings, funerals and corporate work 
also catered for. 

We stock a wide range of beautiful, 
contemporary gifts and offer a wrapping 
service too. 
 
Local, national & international deliveries. 
 
Pop in and see us or contact us at:- 
2 High Street, Edlesborough, Beds LU6 2HS 
Tel: 01525 221920 
www.edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
info@edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
Mon-Thur  9.30-4.00       Fri 9.30-5.30 
Sat             9.30-4.00 

Edlesborough 
Flowers 
Flowers, Jewellery, Gifts & more … 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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BOILER SERVICING, REPAIRS, AND INSTALLATIONS
COMPLETE GAS CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
GAS HOB AND COOKER INSTALLATIONS
CENTRAL HEATING DIAGNOSTICS AND REPAIRS
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
POWER FLUSHING
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WASHING MACHINE AND DISHWASHER INSTALLATIONS
BLOCKED DRAINS
GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS
SHOWER PUMP INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

CALL CHRIS YOUR LOCAL HEATING, PLUMBING, AND GAS 
ENGINEER FOR FREE ADVICE AND FREE QUOTATIONS.

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 10 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 

COMPETITIVE PRICES WITHOUT COMPROMISING QUALITY. 
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RELOCATING TO AYLESBURY
APRIL 2013. TEL:01296 582474
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01525 220313
07836 217488

R. W. STOKLEY
Skip Hire

PProfessional Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Emergency Stain Removals 
Patio & Driveway 
End of Tenancy Cleans 
Communal Area Cleaning 
Internal Window & Conservatory 
Commercial & Residential 

 

Free Survey & Quotation  
Honest Pricing Promise  

Fully insured  
Trade Association Approved   

    

Murray’s Cleaning Services 
19 Broom Hill, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 2JD 
 

Visit us at: 

www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 
Tel: 01442 250679 
Mob: 07952 544666 
Email: enquiries@murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 

Bella Vita
Beauty Rooms

Non surgical face lifts (CACI)Non surgical face lifts (CACI)
Cellulite treatmentsCellulite treatments

Acne treatmentsAcne treatments
& much more& much more

01582 60581201582 605812
www.bellavitabeautyrooms.comwww.bellavitabeautyrooms.com
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios 
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292

Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com

B & H AUTOS
MOTS, SERVICING, REPAIRS,

DIAGNOSTICS, WELDING & TYRE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

COLLECTION AND PICK UP CAN 
BE ARRANGED 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR MOT
FRIENDLY LOCAL, 

PROFESSIONAL GARAGE 
SERVICES

MOT £45.00 + FREE RETEST

01442 842303
CROSSWAYS GARAGE, 

DUNSTABLE ROAD, DAGNALL

Free CAD 
Design


Broomstick Autocare
Servicing & Repairs

~~~
All Mechanical Work undertaken most 
makes - M.O.T. Repairs - Clutches etc.

~~~
Unit 1, High Street, Edlesborough, Beds.

Tel: 01525-221217 - Mobile: 07764 189 625
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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Over 60’s
The Over Sixties had quite a surprise when 
they arrived at the village hall for their 
March meeting! The Hall was decorated 
with Union Jack bunting (courtesy of 
Brian Holt, who also put it up around the 
beams) . The Committee all joined in with 

the Wartime theme and wore clothes to fi t 
the 40s. Val Pratt won the prize for the best 
outfi t. She came as a G I with homemade 
gas mask in a box! We had an amusing talk 
from our speaker John Phipps, describing 
his experiences as a boy in WW 2, and this 
prompted some of our members to relate 

Hi to you all
I do realise that not everyone wants to talk 
about cancer let alone read about it in their 
village magazine. But if you can spare me 
a couple of minutes of your very valuable 
time I would be grateful.
Just to set the scene; our group meets on 
Friday mornings at the Salvation Army 
Hall in Lammas Walk Leighton Buzzard, 
we open at 10.30am and fi nish at 12.30pm.
To continue with scene setting – the group 
is for cancer survivors, for those recently 
diagnosed members and those in the midst 
of their treatment.
During the six years since the group 
began we have supported each other with 
laughter, heartfelt hugs and shared tears. 
Our common ground brings us a greater 
understanding of the complexities of this 
dreadful disease but also fi lls us with 
admiration as to the strength of all our 
members, in turn this adds greatly to the 
growth of the group.
On Fridays we offer a space to share a 
cancer journey (if it is wished) or a place 
to put cancer on the back burner for a 
couple of hours and have a laugh and a 
free cuppa.
Our group does not expect members to be 
sat down by 10.30 am or to come every 
week – members use it as they wish. 
Attendance can be fi tted around personal 

commitments, treatments, holidays etc., 
our understanding stretches to the use of 
‘if you get a better offer - go for it’. Friday 
mornings are a major part of our group 
but throughout the year we do fund raise, 
we then have to spend it on something 
nice; like - meals out, barge trips, Xmas 
Extravaganzas and attending quiz nights. 
These have been on the programme for 
the past couple of years, sadly the latter 
never gets us near the prizes but they are 
great fun.
I feel I have taken up enough of your time 
so at this point I would like to say thank 
you on behalf of the group for taking 
time to peruse this. Should you know 
of someone who might benefi t from our 
group, please forward our contact details 
onto them.
It doesn’t matter where they live.
Again thank you for your time.
Kind regards
Pat Armstrong
www.e-voice.org.uk/leightoncancersup 
port
E-mail leightonlinsladecsg@yahoo.co.uk
For personal contact please ring:
Mary Edwards 01525 377761
Pat Armstrong 01525 378750, 07711 
552190
LLCSG is established for charitable 
purposes wth the HMRC.



77

their own memories as young people. 
Later we served a Wartime tea and sang to 
a CD of Wartime songs
In April we went out to lunch at the Green 
Man and afterwards to the Poplars Garden 
Centre. In May we have our Ploughmans 
lunch and play host to Kensworth Over 
Sixties, followed by Bingo
In June we have a day out to Wrest Park.
Community Choir

Tight Underwear Worth A Try
We regret to report a spectacular lack 
of success in our recent drive to fi nd 
men willing to undergo the procedure 
which would enable them to reach the 
higher notes that Stuart Harding, our 
conductor, seems determined to infl ict 
on us particularly in "Zadok the Priest". 
The suggestion by Joe 
Leslie, our accompanist, 
seems not to have gone 
down too well with basses 
and tenors, who are keen 
to point out that we are 
already well endowed 
(no pun intended) in the 
soprano and alto sections 
should the surgeon overdo 
it.
Unfortunately most of our 
male members prefer to 
retain their masculinity and 
seem reluctant to accept 
that fresh fatherhood might 
be a thing of the past.
For our concerts in early 
summer, if it ever arrives, 
we are considering 
experimenting with the 
deployment of undersize 
underpants in an effort to 
improve performance in 
the upper range. The lower 
range will have to take care 
of itself.

You can see the results of our efforts 
on Saturday June 8th. as part of the 
Edlesborough Festival and again at 
Dagnall Fun Day on Saturday 15th June. 
There are also several Autumn Concerts 
in the pipeline and more details of these 
will appear in future editions of Focus. 
If you think that an appearance by your 
Community Choir might be benefi cial to 
any event that you may be planning or if 
you would like to join us in our learning 
process on Monday evenings, (Castratos 
particularly welcome), please contact 
Geoff Ward 01442 843515 or Val Lumley 
01442 842214 who will be pleased to give 
details.
Dagnall School 

The Great Fire of London
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As I write this I am thinking of 
the Korean people, North and 

South, and the threat of nuclear war.
We live in an age that has sought to reduce 
space and time to a minimum. We have 
travelled faster, gone further and ventured 
higher than people of any other time in our 
history. But we still have been unable to 
reduce friction and tension in the world, 
which we have brought together as our 
neighbours.We still see the same old 
hatreds, the animosities, the prejudices. 
We still fi nd, not only abroad but also at 
home, the seeds which will bring forth 
destruction, and unrest and unhappiness.
We are sadly aware of the differences 
which divide segments of our country 
and the people of our nation into differing 
factions and groups. Why is it that we 
seem to have such an inability to live 
together in harmony?
There is a saying that “Revenge is sweet”. 
NOT SO! Revenge is a cancer that corrupts 
our way of life. The way of Jesus Christ 
is that of forgiveness and understanding. 
Reconciliation must begin here with us if 
it is to spread. It is like throwing a pebble 
into a pond and watching the ripples go 
until they reach the far shore. It requires 
not only courage and humility to do this, 
but it is the only way to establish the 
understanding that is needed to be able to 
live in peace with those beyond our own 
borders.
In a cathedral is a fi gure of Christ holding 
a child by the hand. The child holds, in 
his right hand, a round ball. The sculptor 
had placed the sphere of the world in the 
hand of the child. Imagination comes into 
play once more! This seemed prophetic to 
me; the world does belong to the coming 
generations. Sadly all children are not 
willing to go the Way of the Lord, they 

withdraw their hands. What then? God 
does not force anyone to accept His way, 
guidance, or love. He cannot help us unless 
we want Him to. We must stretch out our 
hands to Him. The burden is placed on us to 
teach our young people their responsibility 
for future mankind. They can only know 
what is right if they are held securely by 
the hand of Christ.
There are, many ways that lead our 
stumbling footsteps through the world’s 
bewildering maze - until we fi nd that 
perfect Way to which all paths must lead 
- through many phases of belief, of form 
and sect and creed.
A prayer: Lord, when people make huge 
mistakes, redeem those moments. May 
distress be a teacher, rather than a destroyer 
of hope. Amen.

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray
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Have you ever noticed the impressive 
mansion on the hill as you drive towards 
Markyate, known as Markyate Cell. 
It is best known for its notorious inhabitant, 
Lady Katherine Ferrers. This wayward, 
spirited female, famously known as "The 
Wicked Lady", inhabited the mansion of 
Markyate Cell by day but after dark she 
would secretly don the cloak and mask 
of a highway robber and thus disguised 
as a man, mounted on a coal black horse, 
would rob travellers on the treacherous 
roads of Hertfordshire. Katherine, Lady 
Fanshawe, nee Ferrers, maintained this 
double life for some time, undiscovered     
until a fateful encounter near Nomansland 
at Wheathamstead, where she was shot and 
fatally wounded. Her horse managed to 
take her back to the secret doorway leading 
to her chamber, where she was found lying 
dead on the stairway. The doorway was 
subsequently bricked up and remained so 
until after a fi re in 1840 when a hired gang 
of labourers from London broke it down. It 
was these workmen who claimed to have 
seen the ghost of Lady Ferrers swinging 
herself on a branch of a large sycamore 
tree standing near the house. A substantial 
amount of treasure is fabled to be buried 
under the said sycamore tree, immortalised 
in a local rhyme.

Near the Cell there is a Well
Near the Well there is a Tree
And 'neath the Tree
The Treasure be.

Lady Ferrers was also seen near the 
kitchen chimney of the Cell and in recent 
times, a cloaked fi gure on horseback 
has been glimpsed pelting across the 
barren Normansland Common, near 
Wheathamstead, and surrounding 
countryside on moonlit nights. It appears 
builders are a very psychic bunch. In the 

late 1850s, more builders were working at 
Markyate Cell, this time repairing a wall, 
when they saw the fi gure of a nun walking 
in the direction of a gate in the wall. She 
then disappeared. Knowing that this gate 
had not been in use for years, the men made 
an inspection and found that the gate had 
not been opened for a long time. However, 
the nun was seen frequently after this at 
the Cell and walking in the avenue in the 
grounds near St.John's church.
The Cell stands on the site which was once 
the Priory of Benedictine nuns, founded 
in 1145 and dissolved in 1537. Much 
alteration has taken place to this manor 
house over the years, but the original 
building dates from around 1539. Perhaps 
the nun that was seen by the builders has 
been walking for nearly a thousand years!
A report in a scrapbook of local newspaper 
cuttings claims that a baronet staying at 
the Cell fell asleep one evening, only to 
be rudely awoken feeling that someone 
had placed their hands on his shoulders 
and was trying to force him from his chair. 
Angrily resenting the intrusion, he swung 
his arm round to push the hands away but 
to his amazement encountered nothing. 
The grip on him released and he stood 
up and looked around. There was nobody 
in the room. The report ends with the 
statement: 'What better evidence of ghosts 
can be needed?' What indeed...

Bucks DA of the National 

Vegetable Society Talk
Tuesday 7th May 

7.30 p.m. Pitstone Memorial Hall
A talk by Mick Poultney on Composting 
“My Way” and the No-Dig’ method of                 
cultivation. Guests very welcome at just 
£3. Further details from David G Elkins, 
on 01296 630659 or www.nvsuk.org.uk
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 Weather Conditions for March 2013
March was dominated by the low temperatures, making it one of the coldest 

Marchs on record with a mean/average temperature of only 2.8ºc. With wind blowing 
for most of the month from the east brought the cold air from north Europe and Russia, 
making it feel much colder. We recorded temperatures below zero on 19 days of the 
month, only the 6th 7th 8th were slightly warmer, the rest hovered just above the 
zero mark. It was also a wet month with 70.6mm of rain/snow. Snowing on the 23rd 
-24th on cold ground resulted in this laying there for the rest of the month. Comparing 
March 2013 with 2012 it seemed it was a different world. I have tried to show this in 
the fi gures below and on the plot. For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 
mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.co.uk. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes 
to contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

Plots below show the March comparisons of temperature 

between 2012 and 2013

 
 

 



81

When we last met we 
had to say goodbye to 

Mavis Purcell, who was soon to move to 
Eastbourne. Mavis has done a large amount 
of work for our institute since 1969, and 
we shall miss her. She was presented with 
a card, signed by everyone, to remind 
her of the happy times spent with us. We 
were reminded by Christine Yates that the 
EDaN Beautifi cation Team are to hold a 
car boot sale on Edlesborough Green on 
6th May (May Day). When the birthday 
cards and plants were presented, Margaret 
Hacking received ‘special’ birthday good 
wishes.
Jean Yates, the Dunstable historian, was 
our speaker. Her talk was on the subject 
of Medieval Dunstable, and she had 
an amazing amount of facts to relate. 
This year is the 800th anniversary of the 
dedication of Priory Church, and Jean and 
more than 100 unpaid volunteers have 
set up the Medieval Dunstable Project. 
As many medieval events will be taking 
place in Dunstable this year, the project 
team are working on research about these 
times. They have been successful in 
obtaining money from the lottery to help 
their work. Also, they have made contact 
with a translator of medieval diaries, who 
lives in the near area. Archaeologists are 
working in Priory Gardens every Sunday 
and, from drawings made, it appears that 
the Priory is now only one third of its 
original size.
The Priory, we learned, owned churches 
and land in Bedfordshire and some other 
local areas. Some property was owned 
in Leicestershire, and land and sheep in 
Derbyshire were given to Dunstable in 
1205. It is believed that Priory House was 
probably built with the profi ts from this. At 
that time, wool was England’s big export, 

and merchants came to Dunstable from 
abroad to buy it. Priory Church supported 
many travellers and the poor of the day. 
During medieval times many tournaments 
took place in Dunstable. Hundreds of 
people came to watch the entertainment 
such as jousting, acrobats, dancers, etc.
Research is still going on for this project, 
and all the information will help in the 
summer of medieval events this year. 
Dunstable Heritage Centre is to hold a 
new exhibition, and there will be battle re-
enactments, organ recitals, guided tours 
around the Priory, etc.  Jean told us that a 
book about this research is to be published 
at a later date. Judging by the interest 
shown at our meeting, this book will be 
very popular.
As well as hearing all the facts about 
medieval Dunstable, we had three outings. 
Firstly, we had a really enjoyable coffee 
morning at Caroline Colleran’s home, and 
thank Caroline for acting as hostess. As 
well as this, we have had our annual pub 
lunch - this time at the Bridgewater Arms, 
and a committee lunch at Chez Jerome. As 
always, these were very popular events. 
Quite a busy month!
Val Harris

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 14 May, 7.45pm
The Annals of Dunstable

A new translation of the yearly record 
kept in medieval times by the canons 
of Dunstable Priory will be published 

soon. Stephen Williams speaks about the 
background to this signifi cant event.

Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
Visitors always welcome £2
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Look Good, Feel Well and Get the Best Out of Life!Look Good, Feel Well and Get the Best Out of Life!
Trading Faces has been established in Eaton Bray for 16 years and is owned by long Trading Faces has been established in Eaton Bray for 16 years and is owned by long 
term village resident Linda. term village resident Linda. 
Linda and her team offer a wide range of hair and beauty treatments including the Linda and her team offer a wide range of hair and beauty treatments including the 
latest gel manicure the perfect solution to glamorous nails for the busy woman.latest gel manicure the perfect solution to glamorous nails for the busy woman.
Now open for the gentlemen of the village is the Barber Shop, staffed by an experienced Now open for the gentlemen of the village is the Barber Shop, staffed by an experienced 
barber operating in his own room. Andrew works Tuesday to Saturday and welcomes barber operating in his own room. Andrew works Tuesday to Saturday and welcomes 
drop-ins.drop-ins.
Linda is also expanding and has brought onboard experienced practitioners to provide Linda is also expanding and has brought onboard experienced practitioners to provide 
holistic experience. On offer will be a range of treatments and therapies aimed at holistic experience. On offer will be a range of treatments and therapies aimed at 
improving wellbeing and quality of life.improving wellbeing and quality of life.
Coming soon...Coming soon...
Emmett TherapyEmmett Therapy
The Emmett Technique involves the application of light fi nger pressure at specifi c The Emmett Technique involves the application of light fi nger pressure at specifi c 
points on the body. Treatments may be carried out fully clothed and have been shown points on the body. Treatments may be carried out fully clothed and have been shown 
to ease pain and discomfort, increase movement and promote wellbeing.to ease pain and discomfort, increase movement and promote wellbeing.
Refl exologyRefl exology
This is a non-intrusive complementary therapy. The theory is that this therapy can help This is a non-intrusive complementary therapy. The theory is that this therapy can help 
the body to restore its balance naturally.the body to restore its balance naturally.
Sports Therapy MassageSports Therapy Massage
For those who take their exercise seriously.For those who take their exercise seriously.
Why not take leisurely stroll to the salon and drop in for a chat.

An elderly gentleman was visiting his 
friend. When he was leaving his host, 
in saying goodbye, added "Take care!" 
"Don't tell me to take care" the visitor 
smilingly replied "tell me to take risks".
There are so many jobs where others risk 
their lives for our sake. For example, The 
Mission to Sea Farers exists to try and 
help those who bring so much of our food 
and many essential of our goods across 
treacherous seas, run the gauntlet to avoid 
modern day pirates. To be a seafarer is a 
risky job.
A recent report from the Mission (which 
incidentally is supported by our church of 
St.Mary's, strongly by the Ladies Guild) 
tells of how a cargo ship sailing from 
Belgium to Finland was involved in thick 
fog and hit the bow of a passing container. 
Sadly, eleven young men lost their lives. 
Thanks to the support of the Mission, its 

centre in Rotterdam was able to give help 
to the thirteen surviving crew, although 
six of the rest were never found.
TAKE CARE is an injunction that can 
readily come from our lips, and it is 
meant well, though often just casually 
said, but perhaps the Christian should be 
looking for opportunities to take risks for 
the sake of others. We don't ordinarily 
take risks for the sake of it, but I am 
reminded of a saying of the great late 20th 
century Japanese Christian Kagawa who 
said "I read in a book that a man called 
Christ went about doing good. It is very 
dsconcerting to me that I am so easily 
satisfi ed with just going about!" If telling 
someone to take care is merely an act of 
dismissal, then it COULD mean that we 
don't really care after all!
John Heffer



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



 

BMX’s 
Kiddies Bikes & 
Mountain Bikes 

Grab yourself a bargain 
And get out and about 

in the sunshine this 
summer 

 
4-8 High Street, Edlesborough, Dunstable, Beds LU6 2HS 

Tel: 01525 220208 Fax: 01525 222802 
www.janesltd.co.uk 
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