


Poppy Prom
This year sees the introduction of St Mary’s fi rst 
Poppy Prom on 12 November, an event that is 
sure to become an annual favourite. The show 
will include favourite music from:

The Festival of Remembrance and 
The Last Night of the Proms

including:
 • Holst - Mars  • Elgar - Pomp & Circumstance (Land of hope  
 • Elgar - Nimrod  and glory) 
 • The Last Post • Arne - Rule Britannia
 • Reveille  • Parry - Jerusalem
 • Lennon - Imagine • Auld Lang Syne

Featuring: Dagnall Community Choir, South Beds Concert Band, St Mary’s Choir, 
Organist Stephen Axford, Members of The Royal British Legion
Tickets are going fast and are priced from £7.50, from Sharon Stilliard 01525 222283. 
Proceeds will be shared between St Mary’s Church and the Royal British Legion.

We’re Having AWe’re Having A

RACE NIGHTRACE NIGHT
Tickets Available NowTickets Available Now

Saturday 19th November at 7pm
Eaton Bray Village Hall

£12.50 per person to include a hot supper
Please bring your own drinks

For tickets call 01525 229 656 or email
enquiries@ebelions.org.uk

Come & Join UsCome & Join Us
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Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance   (Recommended Number)    01234 841212
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/P.C.Viv Dady   01582 473418

P.C. Viv Dady Mobile 07506 745133
Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418

Email:  SNT.Leighton-Rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

General Assistance: 0845 8505505
PC Jared Levens Mobile 07773 398 727

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile 07800 703 524
PCSO Chris Baker Mobile 07974 973 866

Email: WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage,Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee, Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates, Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Beverly Sage, Tel: 01525 229509

Focus - Th e Four Village Magazine

Focus would like to remind contributors that the deadline for 
articles is the 10th of the preceding month
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Under 5’s Pre-School, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Angela Paine, 
01525 229529

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7- 10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nicki 

Banfi eld 07855 888338
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Andie 07966437673
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays Zumba, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45pm
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Keep fi t, 2-4pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Johnson 220304 
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) Bible Study 7.30p.m.-9.00p.m. all 

welcome, (currently meeting at 6 Kingsmead) Peter Feben 01525 221048.
Thursdays Karate, 7-9pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Brian Bates 07958 348086
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Village Diaries October 2011
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Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576

Fridays Hartbeeps Multi-sensory pre-school play & music sessions, Northall Village 
Hall. Bookings and information: Gemma 01525 381196

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 
715208

Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 
Casey, 07792 508591

Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07794 615626, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
2nd Tuesday Toddlers’ Church, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2.00pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Saturday Farmers/Craft Market, 12.30 till 3.30, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
2nd Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall.
8th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
12th, 26th Bingo, Dagnall Village Hall 8pm
14th Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am
18th Dagnall Over 60’s Sausage & Mash Village Hall  1.30pm + Showtime Players 

Concert Party
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
1st 2.15pm Unveiling of Northall Village sign at Knolls View, Northall, 2.45pm 

Opening of Northall Village Hall Playground, 3-5pm fun afternoon
15th Tea Dance, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 3-5.30pm, Tickets: £7.50 01525 222726
18th Edlesborough School Open Morning, 9.30 - 11am
4th Nov Dagnall Community Choir in Concert. Dagnall Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Village Diaries October 2011

Found...

...in Deans Meadow, Dagnall,  keys and brown wooden oval keyring.
Eden project appears on one side of the keyring and a small acorn on the other 
side.
If these keys belong to you please call Kathy on  01442 842796
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With the recent announcements from the main energy providers of large increases 
in the price of energy, the cost of keeping warm is rising.  It is becoming harder for 
residents to keep their homes heated to the recommended temperatures of 21˚C (70˚F) 
in the living room and 18˚C (65˚F) in other occupied rooms. To help combat this, a 
free phone helpline has been set up to advise residents in Buckinghamshire how to cut 
their energy bills.
The service is offered by the United Sustainable Energy Agency in partnership with 
Buckinghamshire County Council, the four Buckinghamshire District Councils 
and Buckinghamshire Primary Care Trust. If you are fi nding your energy bills 
unmanageable, you are not alone. Currently over 5 million people in the UK cannot 
afford to pay for the heat they need. Any resident in Buckinghamshire who is struggling 
with their energy bills can call 0800 107 00 44 for free, impartial advice on:

• Cavity wall and loft insulation including the grants available
• Grants and loans to help with heating system replacements
• Government and energy company payments
• How to switch energy suppliers to get the best deal
• Advice on fuel debt 
• How to be more energy effi cient in the home

Some of these improvements can take a few months to install; don’t wait until it gets 
cold to phone. The helpline is available Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Does the Th ought of Your Next Heating Bill Leave You Cold?

St Mary’s PCC met on Thursday 8th September.
It has been proposed that the Garden of Remembrance be maintained by the Parish 
Council along with the rest of the churchyard. This is with the Parish Council for 
approval. Notice has been given to the contractors who have been cleaning the church 
and regular cleaning will now be undertaken by a rota of volunteers. The Parish 
Directory has been updated and will be reprinted shortly. There is a proposal to build 
a small extension to the church to meet the very obvious need for a toilet and kitchen 
area. This is still in the very early stages of planning. This year St Mary’s was a part of 
Open Churches Sunday, which will continue as a Diocesan event in 2012 and will be 
held on Sunday 24th June.
The PCC have agreed with a request from the Parish Council not to hang banners on 
the War Memorial railings. A manhole cover has been stolen from the churchyard and 
will be replaced shortly with a less valuable one. The Fabric Committee reported that 
minor issues had been addressed and there have been no major problems.
The Harvest Supper and Quiz will take place on Saturday 1st October in Eaton Bray 
Hall. Tickets are also on sale for the Poppy Prom on November 12th.
Advent and Christmas Services will follow the usual pattern this year with a Carol 
Service held in St Mary’s Eaton Bray on Sunday 18th December at 6.00.p.m. 
The Revd. Coralie McCluskey reported on her initial refl ections after 6 
months in the Benefi ce. She commended all the good things she has found 
in place and went on to outline the beginning of her plans and aims for the 
future. The meeting ended on this very positive note.

Church Mouse
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ROBIN DONESROBIN DONES
Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating

Boiler ChangesBoiler Changes
RadiatorsRadiators

Hot Water CylindersHot Water Cylinders
Pumps and ControlsPumps and Controls

ShowersShowers
Bathroom SuitesBathroom Suites

Cooker InstallationCooker Installation
Washing MachinesWashing Machines

Blocked DrainsBlocked Drains
Full Plumbing ServiceFull Plumbing Service

07721 62588707721 625887
01525 22105201525 221052
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr M R Jones, Dr J R Bell,
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist - Mitul Patel

Friendly, reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors, dentists and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition-Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
A range of cosmetics/baby products/seasonal goods
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
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W A N T E D 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

for
WEDNESDAY CLUB

at
Northall Village Hall

We urgently need a couple more 
drivers to join our rota team

collecting our members from local
villages and transporting them to

our weekly club.
If you could spare some time and

would like to help, please call
Richard Lloyd on 220405

 for more details.

Edlesborough School 
are holding an 

Open Morning
for prospective parents on

Tuesday 18th October
from 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.

We look forward to seeing you

A new bus service commenced on Monday, July 25th 2011 serving Totternhoe, 
Eaton Bray and Billington. The new Route 71 will operate 4 times per day through 
the villages to Leighton Buzzard on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, AND also 
extends further to THREE times per day to Dunstable calling at Sainsbury’s and Asda. 
This now connects the villages to 2 choices 
of towns and ALL four major supermarkets 
for shopping.
South Beds Dial-a-Ride are a Community 
Bus operator based in Totternhoe and 
have reached agreement to provide 
a complementary service to Central 
Bedfordshire Council to greatly expand 
this service using their minibuses which 
are a regular sight around their base in 
Totternhoe. 
From April 2011 the 73 service was 
reduced to only one return per day to 
Leighton Buzzard on 3 days per week, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays only, 
giving only a short stay in the town.
The new service is experimental and will 
be reviewed if underused. See bus stops 
for timetable details or contact South Beds 
Dial-a-Ride on 01525 222331.

New Bus Service - Use it or Lose it!

Northall and District Age Concern

Wednesday Club
would like to invite you to their

Coffee Morning
Wednesday 19th October

10am-11:30am
Northall Village Hall

  Bring & Buy, homemade cakes, 
jams and pickles, Bric-a-brac, 

raffl e
Entrance- 50p

(to include drink and biscuits)
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TEA DANCETEA DANCE
EATON BRAY VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER

3-5.30PM
Dancing to the music of yesterday

Traditional afternoon tea
Tickets £7.50
01525 222726
Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church
invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 8th October 2011
11.00am to 1.00pm

Relax & chat with friends,
coffee & light bite
Craft and gift stall

All ages welcome.

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

Edlesborough
Farmers/Craft
Village Market

15th October
Edlesborough Memorial Hall

12.30 - 3.30pm
Hot snacks * Local crafts

Homemade fare
Beautiful jewellery & repairs

Local grown vegetables & plants
Pet foods

Held 3rd Saturday of every month
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For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy
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TThe Bedfordshire Area Group  

ooff  
TThe Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers  

PPresents 

SSteam in Beds  
22011 

 
AA Large Scale Narrow Gauge Model Railway Show  

 
FFeaturing 4 Narrow Gauge Layouts running 16mm 

LLive Steam Locomotives  
  

TTrade Support from 8 SSpecialist Suppliers  
  
 

SSaturday 3  DDecember  
  

110.00am to 4.30pm --  AAdults £4.00  
AAccompanied Children under 16 Free 

VVenue  
  
 

EEaton Bray Village Hall  
CChurch Lane, Eaton Bray  

NNr. Dunstable, LU6 2DJ  
    

RRefreshments available all Day  
  

FFor full details see our web ssite  
wwww.bag16mm.org.uk 

 

National 
Trust 

      2nd October 11am – 3pm 
Autumn Floristry Workshop 
Join our local florist and learn to create your own unique floral 
arrangement at this workshop. All materials supplied.  Booking 
essential - £20 
 
15th October 11am – 3pm 
Make a Bird Feeder 
Help our feathered friends through the winter.  Make a bird cake or 
bird feeder £3 or a nest box - £7  Booking essential 
 
16th October 10am-3pm 
Blacks/North Face Trail Run 
Join us again on a 5km or 10km trail run with sponsors Blacks and 
North Face.  For more information and to register go to 
www.blackstrailrun.co.uk 
 
28th and 29th October 11am-3pm 
Halloween Fun 
Enjoy some spooky fun with our witches, making spiders, hats, 
masks and more. Have a go at apple bobbing or try our feely boxes 
for a fright! 
 
30th October 3.30-7pm 
Spooky Guided Walk 
Join us in pumpkin carving to create a lantern to light your way and 
find out what goes bump in the night on our guided walks.  A scary 
supper awaits you on your return. 
Booking essential - £8 including supper 
 
Don’t forget our Local Producers Market held on 
the first Sunday of every month 10am – 3pm 
 
 

 
For more information and to book 

Call 01582 500920 
Or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunstabledowns 

   Events at Dunstable Downs
Don’t miss our many fantastic events. 

Our Year 1 children recently visited the Edlesborough village sign on the Green. After 
studying its pictures and looking at its location, the children returned to school and wrote 
a letter to the sign describing what it can see and hear going on around the village.
Dear Village Sign
I am writing you a letter. You are so tall you can see twinkling 
stars and cars going very fast. You can even see the school. And 
you can even see the church. I think you can hear me. You can 
see the birds. Best of all I think you love to watch people having 
a picnic. 
Love from Sophie
Dear Village Sign
I am writing you a letter. You are so tall you can see helicopters 
hovering over you. You can see cars racing past you. You can 
even see the school. Maybe you can see my house. I think you 
can hear the birds whistling on top of you. I think you like best 
of all children playing tennis. You can see the stars twinkling in 
the sky. You can hear the EB Lions cheering. Possibly you can 
hear people making bonfi res. Do you like the sizzling? I think 
best of all you like children playing in the park.
Love Joshua 

Edlesborough School ContributionsEdlesborough School Contributions
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 DAGNALL COMMUNITY CHOIR
and soloists 

Concert
Friday 4th November 7.30pm

Dagnall Village Hall

Tickets £6

Please call  Vicky 01442 843361,

 Geoff 01442 843515 or Val 01442 842214

Charity Ball
D o  i t  f o r  A n n e

Saturday 12th November 2011
7pm until late

Pendley Manor
£60 per head including 3 course meal, half bottle of 
wine and entertainment. People are able to buy a 

table of 10. Rooms are available at Pendley to book 
for £125 per room B&B call: 01442 820016

For further information contact Emma Thompson on 
01442 842748 or Lynn Basson on 01525 222518

All net proceeds go to the Hospice of St Francis, Berkhamsted, Charity no: 280825
For more information visit our website: www.doitforanne.co.uk
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979
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GATES
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Specialising in all types 
of Plumbing, Gas & Oil 
Heating including boiler 

servicing

Tel:  01296 670445
Email: plumbing@gates100a.fsnet.co.uk

GAS SAFE & OFTEC registered

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities
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M A K I N G  A  W I L L  H A S  N E V E R  B E E N  E A S I E R

The Will  
& Probate 
Practice
 A wise choice

For a DAYTIME or EVENING appointment call

 01525 220644

Make a Will
YOUR PRIORITIES?             YOUR REQUIREMENTS?

TONY DUKE, who has over 10 years experience working with solicitors, will 
guide you through all the options available during a relaxed and jargon free 
consultation. You will have a choice of legal services providers and fees.

HOME 
VISIT
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TMS Chauffeur Services
Luton   £20.00
Heathrow T1,2,3  £50.00 
Heathrow T4,5  £55.00
Gatwick   £75.00
Stansted  £65.00

London, Theatres, Stations, Ports.
For a professional reliable service call: 

07719 930338
tms.chauffeurs@btinternet.com

• Leaks, Bursts & Blockages
• Dripping taps
• Overfl ows
• Radiators
• Showers
• Tanks & Pumps
• Sinks, W/ Machines etc:
• Insurance work undertaken 

Plumbing Repairs 
and Installations
• No Call Out Charge •

Mobile: 07976 975604
 Home: 01525 872335

Glebe Farm Cottage, Dunstable Rd, Toddington

• Free Estimates •

 
David Nicholson

City
Guilds
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James B Chadburn FBHI 
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
fi nding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: jbchadburn@lineone.net
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Garden Care
30 years experience

Traditional Garden Maintenance
and Landscape Services
Free Estimates & Advice

Telephone: 01582 704867
Mobile: 07830 286837

The Village Swan
at Ivinghoe Aston
LU7 9DP – 01525 220544
thevillage.swan@virgin.net

We are pleased to afford you a very warm 
welcome. We offer a choice of 3 regularly 

changing draught beers, a wine menu to suit all 
tastes and a good choice of home prepared meals.
Fish and Chips  Every Thursday 6pm till 9 pm
 Eat in or take-away
Sunday Carvery Every Sunday noon till 3 pm

PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR AT COMPETITIVE RATES
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe and 
CORGI registered engineer from £60

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 

appliances including L.P.G.
Boiler installations, landlord Safety Certifi cates,

Power fl ushing, pre-purchase surveys and plumbing.

Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly 
advice on all of the above

Edwards Gas &
Heating Services

Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email:

stevethegas@orange.net



25

Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation 

written estimate.

Fiona@wkgardenservices.co.uk

• High hedges a speciality
• Overgrown gardens cleared
• Fences erected and repaired
• Tree Lopping
• Fruit tree pruning
• Shrub trimming
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 28 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

Dance your way to a better body Dance your way to a better body 
with Jazzercise at Eaton Bray with Jazzercise at Eaton Bray 
Village Hall 9.30am Thur & Sat Village Hall 9.30am Thur & Sat 

Evening classes in Dunstable & LutonEvening classes in Dunstable & Luton
www.bedsdancefi tness.comwww.bedsdancefi tness.com
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+

Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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Bedfordshire Area Group of 
Th e Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers

We are the local group of The Association of Narrow Gauge Modellers. Our 
membership is drawn from the neighbouring counties of Beds, Bucks and Herts and 
currently stands at around 30 members.
We meet monthly at the Eaton Bray Village Hall. The clubs exhibition layout is called 
Ridgmont, which takes its name from the Bedfordshire village where the club was 
formed over 20 years ago. During our meetings, members bring along their own 
locomotives and rolling stock to run on the club layout, Ridgmont, and other visiting 
layouts. The locomotives are a mix of Live Steam engines, most of which are gas 
fi red, and a small number of coal fi red engines. During quiet periods, when a member 
is waiting to raise steam, a strange assortment of battery powered engines can be seen 
making leisurely progress around the layout.
Visitors are always welcome at our club meetings. Any 16mm members from other 
groups are also welcome to bring along one of their own engines.
A full list of our clubs meeting dates can be found on the club's website at www.
bag16mm.org.uk. 
If you would like further details or are interested in joining our club you 
may contact our club secretary: Chris Pretty on 01442 244345.

Full Steam Ahead

Hartbeeps – creators of multi-sensory play and music sessions - is launching its highly 
interactive and developmentally stimulating classes for babies and toddlers in Northall 
in September 2011. 
The sessions are a completely different experience to traditional music and movement 
classes. Each week, an everyday environment, such as ‘bath-time’, is explored as 
grown-ups and children work together to build a colourful, tactile wonderland to the 
backdrop of emotive and original music. 
Session leaders use music, beautiful lighting effects, puppetry, innovative props and a 
vast array of multi-sensory techniques to help support little ones’ creative development.
Classes launch on Friday 9th September 2011 at Northall Village Hall, South End 
Lane, Northall 

12:30pm – Happy House (toddling to 4 years) 
1:30pm BabyBeeps (6months to toddling) 
2:30pm Babybells (0-6 months) 

Ryan’s Mummy says: 
‘Hartbeeps must be the best children’s music class I have been to with my child!! …The 
music and the atmosphere used makes it all come alive and the children are absolutely 
mesmerised! My son just adores it! But it’s not just for the children, I always feel 
relaxed and calm for the rest of the day and when you have just had a baby, this class 
makes you feel so good about yourself again!’
To book or for more information, email gemma@hartbeeps.com or call 01525 381196 
or 07738 980542. Visit www.hartbeeps.com for more details on the sessions.

Multi-Sensory Pre-school Classes Launch in Northall
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You are invited to join us at Eaton Bray Village Hall on Tuesday 6 December 2011 
from 7-9pm to meet with a range of public service providers operating in this area, 
including Central Bedfordshire Council, the Police, NHS Bedfordshire and others to 
'Let's Talk Together'.
The event will start at 7.00pm and fi nish at 9.00pm and is organised into two parts. The 
fi rst hour is very informal and is an opportunity for you to meet various public service 
providers, talk to your local Councillors and fi nd out what is going on in your area. 
From 8.00pm you will be able to hear about the Council's budget consultation plans 
for 2012/13, help set community safety priorities for your area and participate in 
discussions about local issues.  This part of the meeting will be chaired by an Executive 
Member from Central Bedfordshire Council.
If you are interested in getting more involved in your local community, you can also 
talk to local organisations about the many volunteering opportunities available.
Please look out for posters on notice boards and local press for fi nal details closer to 
the date of the meeting.
More details about the Let's Talk Together meetings are also available on the Central 
Bedfordshire Together website www.centraltogether.org.uk, or please contact Sarah 
Hughes, Community Engagement Manager at Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 
300 6166.

Let's Talk Together Community Meeting 

Dear Editor, 
Save our pavements!
I would like to send out a plea to all those car drivers out there that think it is a good idea to 
park on the pavement, to please refrain from doing so.  I am fi nding it impossible to get through 
the gaps left with a pram and often have to go into the road to get past.  Wheelchairs must 
fi nd this even more diffi cult, especially as there is often just a pavement on one side of the 
road.  Today, whilst on a short walk, I found no less than eight cars parked with wheels on the 
pavement, I am sure they would object if I took to walking down the middle of the road!  If I 
can park considerately, then so can everyone else.  Thank you. 
Yours faithfully,
Pavement User

Letter to the Editors

Are you staying at home for Christmas? Would you open your home and share 
Christmas with a student from China, India, or some other part of the world, who 
would otherwise be stuck at an almost deserted UK university? HOST invites you to 
give Christmas, perhaps for the fi rst time in their life, to someone who is a guest in 
this country, who would love to experience your way of life and make your stay-at-
home Christmas special. HOST will match you with one or two guests to suit your 
household. More volunteer hosts are urgently needed for 1-3 days at Christmas, and 
weekends all year round. 
Please see www.hostuk.org or call your local voluntary 
organiser for a chat: Sandra Purrett 01296 681625.

Stay-at-home Christmas?
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGNBUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERINGSTRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?
Thinking of Moving ?

Call Linda or Colin on 01525 222333 
for a Free Valuation

Competitive Rates, Exceptional Service

3 Summerleys, Edlesborough  LU6 2HR
www.christopherpallet.com

Also at: Aylesbury • Gt Missenden • Haddenham • 
Leighton Buzzard • Thame • Wendover
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A lot has been happening since our last article. Firstly, our club has now offi cially 
formed and some of our new members have been inducted, which was a great social 
event held at the Doubletree in Milton Keynes. Some of the members enjoyed watching 
a game at the stadium before the formation evening, watching the Dons win at home 
to Chesterfi eld 6 -2. 
Hopefully some of you reading this will 
have managed to come along to our 
Medical Detection Dogs presentation 
evening at the end of September. 
It really is a wonderful and very 
worthwhile charity making a difference 
to many people’s lives. More pictures 
of these and other events can be seen 
on our website www.ebelions.org.uk
Our next event is coming up soon – 
19th November. There is a large advert 
placed in this magazine for our Race 
Night. This promises to be a great, fun fi lled evening. Tickets are available now and 
are priced at £12.50 per person. The price includes your entry to the event and a hot 
supper. Please bring your own drinks. To get your tickets please call 01525 229 656 or 
email enquiries@ebelions.org.uk
Another date for your diary is Saturday 10th December when we will be holding a 
‘Christmas, Crafts and second hand book sale’ at Dagnall village hall. Watch out for 
more details coming in next month’s magazine.
Each month so far we have written about a different Lions project. We recognise that 
some of these may not always feel relevant to the local community but our ‘Message 
in a Bottle’ really can make a difference to a signifi cant number of people everywhere.
This scheme is free to the user. Whilst it is focused on the more vulnerable people in our 
community, anyone can fall downstairs, so this scheme can benefi t anyone, including 
you. As a minimum it will save the Emergency Services valuable time identifying 
you and your emergency contacts. By telling whether you have special medication or 
allergies or not, it is a potential lifesaver and provides peace of mind to users and their 
friends and families. 
The Message in a Bottle scheme ensures that important medical and personal 
information is on hand for the emergency services when they are called out to your 
home. Members of the Message in a Bottle scheme place a small plastic bottle in their 
fridge containing details of all relevant medical information. A green 
cross sticker is placed inside your front door and another on the fridge 
to alert emergency services to its presence. Lions work in partnership 
with local councils, health services and emergency services to deliver 
the scheme.

News from the Lions Den ....
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Many Lions Clubs across the country have taken to recognise this initiative as a means 
of fulfi lling the motto ‘we serve’ and often fund this scheme from their own charity 
accounts.
If you know of anyone who could benefi t from one of these small plastic bottles please 
do get in touch. You will fi nd that we tend to have these on display at most if not all of 
our events and give them out free of charge, if you have a need for one now, 
please do get in touch by emailing president@ebelions.org.uk

Ordinary people doing amazing things

Community Car Service for Dagnall, Northall and Edlesborough
The EDaN Community Car service is now very busy.  From May to August our 
wonderful volunteer drivers made 73 trips to transport passengers to their selected 
destinations.  These were mainly medical appointments including Dental.
At the moment we have 16 active drivers plus 6 who volunteered their services but 
we have been unable to contact them.  If you are one of those very kind people who 
volunteered and you have not been approached by Peter, our co-ordinator please would 
you get in touch with me so we can include you in our rota.  
During August, 12 of our drivers were on holiday leaving just 4 drivers to take care of 
16 trips that were booked that month.  The Community Car Service has also helped 
save the job of one passenger who lost the use of their car and CCS were able to 
transport them to and from the station for 2 weeks until the situation was resolved.
Grateful thanks must go to all our driver volunteers who have given so much to this 
Community Transport Scheme and without whom we would not be able to continue.  
I would also like to “Thank” Peter our co-ordinator who is doing an outstanding job 
matching drivers to passengers and getting everyone to their destinations.  Peter and 
Viv our relief co-ordinator have also completed numerous trips over the summer 
to help passengers when we have not had suffi cient drivers and this is very much 
appreciated by all concerned.
The Scheme is growing quite quickly now, word has spread. 
If you are disadvantaged by local public transport and live in the villages of 
Edlesborough, Dagnall or Northall maybe we could help you to get to your medical 
appointments, visit friends or just do a little bit of shopping.  Charges do apply but only 
to cover the cost of fuel and a very small admin charge.
If you haven’t used the service before and would like to try a short trip for free just give 
Peter Williams a ring on 01442 842506 and he will try to arrange it for you.  We only 
have a small amount of money left in the pot now to pay for FREE trips so get in early 
if you are thinking of trying us otherwise our normal charges will apply.
If you would like to book a trip please call Peter on 01442 842506
If you would like to fi nd out more about becoming a volunteer driver for EDaN please 
give me a call on 01442 842796 or 0779 0537032. 
Kathy Bovington
On behalf of the EDaN Community Transport Team

EDaN – helping in the local community

EDaN Buses & Transportation
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Please come and visit our friendly village school.   
Phone 01525 220468 or email admin@eba.ec 
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We started our sixth year on Monday 12th September. We meet in Eaton Bray Hall 
on the second Monday of each month at 2.00 pm. We have nine fi lms shown between 
September and May. Membership still costs only £32 payable in two instalments in 
September and January. Films are chosen by the members. After each fi lm we serve tea 
and biscuits and there are slips to put in suggestions for future fi lms.
Why not come along and see for yourself. A trial visit will only cost you £4 which is 
then deductable from your membership 
fee when you join.
This season’s fi lms will include:
Made in Dagenham
Arsenic and Old Lace (1944 version)
Hachi: A Dog's Tale
The Full Monty
Roman Holiday
Nowhere Boy
The Duchess
The King's Speech
Billy Elliot
We currently have about 40 members 
but still have room for more.

Focus on Film Society

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities

Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
3rd Sunday of the month

No footprints 
Family Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm

Monday (term time)
Champions Challenge Club

(Ages 5-10 years) 5.30-6.30pm
Tuesday
Coffee Morning (alternate weeks) 10.00 - 11.30am
Music practices (all welcome) 7.30 - 9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 

(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm
Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group

(Term time) 9.30-11.30am
Bible Study (1st & 3rd weeks) 7.30pm
Ladies Fellowship 

(Last week of month) 7.45pm
See website for updates:

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray
Captain Jenny Dibsdall 07717 813682

E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk

Dagnall Village Hall 100 
Club Winners – August 2011 
 2 Shirley Nash   £50
 81  Jeanne Hillborne  £25
 96  Shelley Field £25
Drawn on 1 August 2011. We are 
still open for new members. Please 
contact Sharon Quinn, 01442 842129
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Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)
Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)

Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07890 718117)
Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com

Brightly shines the Sabbath day,
Calm and peaceful is the morn
As the farmer wends his way
through the sheaves of golden corn.

These words evoke memories of a Harvest time immortalised 
in the paintings of Constable and his contemporaries and the 
poetry of Longfellow, Tennyson and Shelley.  I found them 
in The Seasons, a collection of poetry and prose, beautifully 
illustrated with delicate drawings and watercolours, compiled 
between the years 1887 and 1890 by Louis Lawrence.  The 
opening lines were written by Rev. R Wilton and are a fi ne 
example of morally uplifting verse by those who are long 
forgotten. As I write this the Harvest is over and has been reasonable.  The yield is 
down so that farmers with livestock may face having to pay a high price for any extra 
feed they buy this winter.  Harvest Festival is still one of the most popular celebrations 
in town and country churches and a reminder at this time of the year of how fortunate 
we are and the necessity to share what we have with the poor at this time.  
The joy of the Harvest celebration, however, contrasts sharply with the reports in 
newspapers or on the television about the famine and ongoing confl ict suffered by so 
many in other parts of the world, not forgetting the personal illness and grief suffered 
by friends and neighbours in our communities.  I am often asked how I cope with this 
and sometimes challenged about my belief in a God that lets all this happen.  Sadly I 
have no perfect answers but take the time to pray for strength, guidance, a helpful word 
or just knowing that I’m not alone when I have to face a sad or diffi cult visit.
October not only celebrates Harvest but also the life of St Luke, described as the 
“beloved physician”.  Luke is not only the author of the gospel named after him but 
also the book of Acts, which tells the story of the early Church.  Luke’s gospel depicts 
Jesus as compassionate and caring, whose desire was to bring wholeness to anybody 
who was in need, spiritually, physically or emotionally.  This ministry of prayer and 
loving concern is central to the work of the church.  At St Mary’s there is a prayer list 
that is used daily and if you would like a name added please ring me on 01525 20261 
or add a name to the prayer board in the church.  On St Luke’s day, Tuesday18th 
October, at 5pm there will be a short service with prayer for healing and if you would 
like to join me please come along.

A Letter from Rev’d Coralie
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am   HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am – WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm   Toddlers’ Church (2nd Tuesday)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Sun. 2nd Oct. 9.00 am Eucharist   
  10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion
Wed. 5th Oct. 7.45 pm Mid-week Meeting  - Speaker: Revd Coralie McCluskey
Sun.   9th Oct. 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 16th Oct. 10.30 am Family Communion        
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Wed. 19th Oct. 7.45 pm Mid-week Meeting  - Speaker: Dr Kay Griffi ths
Sun. 23rd Oct. 10.30 am Family Service 
Wed. 26th Oct 7.45 pm Quiz Evening 
Sun. 30th Oct 4.00 pm Family Communion for the Festival of All Saints
Wed. 2nd Nov. 7.45 pm Mid-week Meeting - Speaker Revd Lucille Rogers
Sun. 6th Nov. 9.00 am Eucharist   
  10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am.

All Saints Church, Dagnall - Services & Meetings in October 2011

Financial Health Check Tool
The Money Advice Service has just launched a new service, the health check.
The health check is an online money planner which gives people a personal action plan 
to help them with their money priorities now, and to plan for the future.
The interactive health check asks a number of straightforward, multiple-choice 
questions. It does not require any paperwork and it takes between fi ve to ten minutes 
to complete.
At the end, the client will get a personalised action plan. The action plan will suggest 
ways to control spending, make the most of savings and ensure that fi nances can cope 
with a change in circumstances.
Advisers are being asked to encourage their clients to take the health check.
This service is free, independent and confi dential. 
The health check is available on the Money Advice Service website at:
healthcheck.moneyadviceservice.org.uk.
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 (including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall)
Assistant Clerk:
Beverly Sage, who continues her role of Manager for the Memorial Hall, Pavilion, the 
Green, sports and playground equipment at Edlesborough, has recently been appointed 
as an Assistant Clerk.  Beverly can be contacted on 01525 229358  e-mail: assistant.
clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk. In due course, Beverly will take over responsibility for 
all matters which come under the responsibility of the General Purposes Committee.
Lin Sargeant will remain as Clerk, with overall responsibility for the administration 
and fi nancial affairs of Edlesborough Parish Council.   
Beverly will also continue as Booking Secretary for the Memorial Hall until a 
replacement is found.  If any parishioner wishes to take on the role of Booking Secretary 
would they please contact the Clerk, Lin Sargeant on 01525 220859 or e-mail: parish.
council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk.
Speed Limit Review – Area 13
Following numerous meetings,  letters, e-mails and pressure being put upon the Leader 
of  Bucks CC, especially from Northall residents, the Parish Council received news 
that a U-turn had been made and the Speed Limit Review for the parish would go 
ahead as originally agreed by Bucks CC in December 2010. The installation of new 
30mph signs and relevant road markings are now due to be installed in Northall by 
December along with the new 40mph stretches either side of Northall and the new 
40mph limits on the 4 approach roads to Travellers Rest.
Edlesborough Neighbourhood Plan
It is the Parish Council intent to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan and further details 
appear in this issue of Focus with full explanations. 
Car Parks
The Parish Council has received some letters of objection regarding the proposed 
extension to the Memorial Hall car park   The various views and comments will be 
taken into consideration in detailing the fi nal proposals.  At this stage, the council 
will consult with all Parishioners and a decision will only then be made on whether to 
proceed or not.. 
Cemetery
The gate and signs have been installed at the Bridleway entrance to the Cemetery.  
Despite notices requesting ‘NO PARKING Access required at all times’ vehicles are 
continuing to park across the bridleway entrance and the Council would emphasise 
the fact that the bridleway must be kept clear for access to be available to not only the 
owner of the bridleway but also farmers and funeral cars. 
War Memorials
Quotations have been received for the refurbishment of both Edlesborough and Dagnall 
War Memorials. It is hoped that work will have been carried out prior to Remembrance 
Sunday on 13th November 2011. 
Vandalism
Continued vandalism has taken place in Edlesborough with the destruction of 2 litter 
bins and damage to playground equipment.  If any parishioner witnesses any actions 
of this nature taking place please phone Thames Valley Police on 0845 8 505 505 as 

Edlesborough Parish Council News
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a message can then get through to any police offi cers or PCSOs who may be only 
minutes away. 
Bus Stop and white lining in Edlesborough High Street
A meeting has been held with Bucks CC who will be responding to the Parish Council 
with details of repositioning the requisite area of the Bus Stop parking bay and sections 
of white lining in the High Street.
Allotments
Rents are to be collected for Edlesborough and Northall on Saturday 8th October 
9.30-12 noon. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS YEAR IT WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 
PAVILION (not the Memorial Hall). The Dagnall rents will be collected at the Garden 
Hut on Sunday 9th October 10.-12 noon. Several allotments appear not to have been 
cultivated and letters have been sent to the owners.  Until the rents have been collected 
it is uncertain whether any allotment plots will be available for re-letting but names can 
be taken to be put on the waiting list if anyone wishes to have an allotment.  Priority for 
letting allotments goes to parishioners prior to others from neighbouring areas. 
The Parish Council wish to remind parishioners that all General Purpose Committee 
Meeting and Parish Council Meeting minutes are available on the parish website 
www.edlesborough.gov.uk after they have been approved and signed at the following 
meeting. 
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough Parish 
Council  -  Tel. 01525 220859
E-mail: parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Beverly Sage – Assistant Clerk to Edlesborough 
Parish Council – 01525 229358
E-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking Secretary: Beverly Sage – Tel. 01525 229358

Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday monthly
7.30pm Memorial Hall
Next Meeting: 20th Oct

In July a party from Elf made a trip to the Industrial Heritage Centre based at Frogmore 
Mill, Apsley, which is run by ‘Paper Trail’ a registered charity, manned by volunteers.  
This is where the fi rst commercial paper machine was installed in 1803, thus starting 
papers’ industrial revolution, and – at a much later date – Basildon Bond was produced.
Whilst full scale commercial production no longer takes place, a small company is 
operating there and the whole process of paper making, from start to fi nish, can be seen 
– and one of the original ‘monster’ machines is still in situ, although no longer in use. 
The print room gives the history of printing from Tyndale’s Bible through newspapers 
and almost up to the computer. Our visit also included a short trip on the canal which 
was the main source of transportation both of the fi nished paper and delivery of raw 
materials to the Mill.  The guides were excellent with their information and explanations 
– a place well worth a visit.
In August, nearer home, and indeed at the home of Alan and Val Trantum, members 
enjoyed ‘Afternoon Tea’ in the garden, with the usual array of goodies, bonhomie and 
chat!  All good fellowship stuff!  We always welcome new people; we are all retired of 
course (that’s how we manage to do all these nice things during the day) and for more 
information please contact Alan or Val on 220972.

ELF  (Edlesbray Leisure Fellowship) News
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Over 60’s
In July the Over Sixties went by coach to Stoke Bruerne Canal Museum, near 
Towcester, for the day. The outing included a narrow boat trip along the canal to the 
Blisworth Tunnel, the longest canal tunnel in England. We only ventured a little way 
in until we were in total darkness! The canal boat people in the past (before engines) 
used to "leg it" through the tunnel as the horse had to be taken up over the top, to meet 
the boat on the other side!
After lunch at the Navigation Pub, there was time to explore, have an ice cream or a 
cup of tea, or sit and watch the canal activity, before boarding the coach for the raffl e, 
then home. 
In August we had a visiting speaker from the National Trust, to talk to us about the 
'Wildlife of Ashridge Forest'. Mr. Don Otter assisted by Craig, showed us some 
beautiful slides of everything from fungi and beetles to squirrels and deer, as well as 
some rare fl owers and butterfl ies. We learned a great deal about the conservation work 
the Rangers and Woodmen are attempting to achieve, not only in the forest but in the 
surrounding countryside and farms.
Our next Meeting is a lunch out at the Greenman, near Stanford in Beds. The coach 
leaves Dagnall Village Hall at 11.30 am, with stops in Eaton Bray and Edlesborough 
as usual. 
If anyone reading this review of our activities to date is inspired to join our lively and 
friendly club, you will be warmly welcomed. Just phone or email Rosemary Allan 
01442843202 or rosemarylallan@btopenworld.com. Priority will be given to Dagnall 
Residents of course, but we have members from all around.
Community Choir
Dagnall Community Choir Back On Song
After our Summer break we assembled again at Dagnall Church on the fi rst Monday 
in September. It would have been no surprise to anyone if attendance had been down. 
But  -  Lo & Behold !  -  we had our largest attendance ever for our regular Monday 
night practice session, boosted by some new members.
More and more these days Stuart Harding, our much valued conductor and motivator, 
is liable to toss his baton in the air, more in delight than despair, and is coaxing us 
through a busy period expanding and polishing our ever increasing repertoire, including 
selections from “Les Miserables” and Andrew Lloyd Webber for our Autumn Concerts. 
So even if we have had the pleasure of singing for you before there will be something 
new for you to enjoy.
Our fi rst appearance will be at Dagnall Village Hall on Friday 4th. November at 7:30 
pm. Tickets will be available at £6:00 per person and refreshments can be purchased 
during the interval. Tickets can be purchased from Val Lumley, Geoff Ward (phone 
numbers below) or from .Vicki Lee 01442 843361. The following week on Saturday 
12th. November at 7:30 pm. we will be taking part in “The Poppy Prom” at St. Mary’s 
Church, Eaton Bray. We do hope that you can come to enjoy a great selection of 
beautiful music, sung by members of your community.

Dagnall News
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We are always pleased to welcome new members. Please phone Geoff Ward 01442 
843515 or Val Lumley 01442 842214 who will be pleased to assure that enthusiasm is 
as important as musical ability. 
Dagnall School

Thank you to all the ladies from Knit N Stitch and Edlesborough WI who took part 
in “Stroll For Life” at Ashridge Estate on Monday 11th July. We held this informal 
fundraiser, as our alternative to Race for Life, to raise money for Cancer Research. With 

35 ladies taking part, we raised £155.00 
and had a very enjoyable afternoon in the 
process too! The weather was very pleasant 
on the day and with some walking, ice-
cream and afternoon tea the day was a 
great success.
Some of us entered “Race for Life” a week 
later and we are now planning to repeat 
both these events in 2012.

Stroll for Life 2011

Knit N Stitch
Now at Edlesborough

Knit, Stitch & Crochet
Just bring along your knitting,

crochet or needlework
and friendly face

1st and 3rd Monday of the month
2pm to 4pm

Edlesborough Memorial Hall
High Street, Edlesborough

LU6 3HX (Next to the Green)
Contact Wendy – Tel 07908 828414

www.wendy-poole.co.uk
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We are looking forward to our COFFEE MORNING on 19th October and hope that 
many of our friends will be able to join us again.  We have welcomed several new 
members over the summer, but still have places for more to come and join us.  Our 
armchair aerobics lady will be visiting us on the 5th October and we shall also have a 
special Harvest Festival visit from the children of Dagnall School, who delight us with 
their songs, smiles and chat each Autumn.
We have recently held our Annual Harvest Auction at The Swan, Northall, and give 
our thanks to all the locals who support this event, both by turning up and bidding on 
the night and all those kind donations from local businesses and individuals.  It is an 
enjoyable and successful fundraising event for our Group.
We enjoyed a special lunch recently, where a presentation was made to Mr Ian Conner 
to mark his long service (over 20 years) as Chairman of the Committee. The members 
wanted to show their thanks and appreciation for this level of commitment and to offer 
our best wishes for the future.
For any further information, please phone Anna 221996 or Julie 220153

About the Future Growth in Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall
Edlesborough Parish Council has agreed that it needs to produce a Neighbourhood 
Plan.  This will involve a period of public consultation to establish what the wishes of 
the local community are in relation to future development (how much or how little) 
within the villages of Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall between now and 2031.  The 
Council will be distributing questionnaires to individual households and businesses 
within the three villages during the Autumn as part of that consultation.  The more 
questionnaires that are completed, the more the eventual Neighbourhood Plan will 
refl ect the wishes of the three communities as a whole.  The Council would therefore 
encourage as many households as possible to participate in the consultation process by 
completing and returning a questionnaire.
What are Neighbourhood Plans?
The new Government Localism Bill proposes to give Parish Councils a right to produce 
a Neighbourhood Plan.  
A neighbourhood plan is a document where the local community defi ne what sort of 
new development they wish to see over the next 20 years or so and where they wish 
that development to be sited.  The plan can identify the timing (phasing), the type, 
style and size of new developments, and the infrastructure requirements necessary to 
accommodate that development.
The District Council (AVDC) will still prepare the overall planning policy document 
(The Vale of Aylesbury Plan) which will contain elements such as housing numbers 
and strategic infrastructure etc.  The Neighbourhood Plan will have to accommodate 
all those strategic proposals, however it can accommodate more development if the 
local community so desire.  For example it can allocate more housing, but not less.
Every Neighbourhood Plan will have to undergo an independent examination, to check 
that it conforms with The Vale of Aylesbury Plan, the National Planning Framework, 

Have Your Say...

Wednesday Club Northall
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Bedfordshire Police have drawn up ambitious plans to improve the service provided by 
the Force while also saving taxpayers’ money.
From October 2011, the Force and the Police Authority will deliver a more streamlined 
process to improve both operational capacity and capability. This means that more 
offi cers will be available to deal with incidents reported to us by the public. 
The Force carried out a detailed review of the way it organised key departments to 
identify areas where costs could be cut and performance improved. During the process, 
residents confi rmed they were happy for structural matters to be dealt with by the 
Force so long as they received an appropriate police response when needed and crime 
continued to fall.
The new changes will see the number of police offi cers dedicated to local policing 
double from 92 to 185. This means a larger number of offi cers will be available to 
tackle local crime, anti-social behaviour and other community concerns while PCSOs 
will carry out more patrols. 
There will no longer be any geographic boundaries or divisions separating communities. 
Instead, a Chief Superintendent will oversee Local Policing while another will be 
responsible for Tackling Crime.
Through reorganisation, the Force and the Police Authority will speed up response 
times. A new centralised team will respond to incidents county-wide offi cers will get 
to where they are needed more quickly as well as save money. 
Meanwhile, a greater number of incidents will be resolved over the telephone to reduce 
demand on frontline staff thanks to a new appointment system for non-emergency 
issues. A recent survey found that people accepted this as a good way of dealing with 
non-urgent matters.  A new three digit non-emergency number will be introduced in 
the autumn, after which time all you will need to dial is 101 for non-urgent situations.
Peter Conniff, Chair of Bedfordshire Police Authority, said: “We’ve listened to our 
residents throughout the review process and their comments have very much informed 
our strategic decisions. The changes have been made to promote greater access to 
police services and deliver a more effective response that meets the expectations of 
our communities.”

More Offi  cers to Tackle Crime in our Communities

other national guidance, European Directives etc.
Subject to passing the independent examination, the draft plan will then be put to a 
local referendum and will be ‘approved’ if more than 50% of those voting, vote for it.  
Once ‘approved’ through a local referendum, AVDC will have a duty to adopt it.
Once adopted a Neighbourhood Plan becomes part of the formal planning process.  
This means it will form the basis of developments coming forward, how they are 
shaped and will be a key part in deciding if they gain planning permission.
Having a Neighbourhood Plan would not therefore mean that we could override the 
minimum housing numbers or the fundamental strategic policies imposed on the Parish 
by AVDC in the Vale of Aylesbury Plan.  What it would mean is that we would have 
more infl uence on where, when and how those housing numbers are accommodated 
and the type of housing and development that results.

Edlesborough Parish Council
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Ivinghoe Library, which is used by people across the Beacon villages, has come a 
step closer to moving into community control. The Friends of Ivinghoe Library have 
submitted a business plan to Bucks County Council proposing that the change is made 
as of April 2012.
Currently 5% of library users come from Edlesborough, with the remainder hailing 
from Pitstone, Ivinghoe, Marsworth, Cheddington, and the surrounding area.
In recognition of this wider base, the Friends committee plans to rename the service 
“Beacon Villages Community Library” and will shortly be starting an extensive 
programme of activity to engage schools, clubs, businesses and residents across the 
villages.
The Friends anticipate that building links throughout the wider Beacon Villages 
Community will take time to gain momentum, so the business plan is based on 
maintaining the current service in 2012-13, with the library staffed by our library 
manager and supported by volunteers. The aim is to extend opening hours as our 
volunteer base grows and to engage with the community to make further service 
improvement in years two and three.
Bucks CC has committed to providing an annual support grant and we will also be 
approaching Parish Councils to seek support. 
The full business plan is available to view at www.ivinghoelibrary.wordpress.com or at 
the library. Comments and suggestions are very welcome. We will shortly be seeking 
volunteer support. If you would like to know more, please register your interest by 
emailing ivinghoelibrary@gmail.com, leaving your details at the library or contacting 
Emma on 661720.

Tell us your Top Reads!
What is your favourite book or author? Is Slickett’s Lane fond of murder mysteries? 
Does Cook’s Meadow have a soft spot for sci-fi ? The Friends of Ivinghoe Library want 
to know!
We are compiling a list of favourite books across Edlesborough and the Beacon Villages. 
We’ll be collecting your suggestions over the next few weeks and will reveal the full 
list in the autumn. We’ll use the list to help gain publicity as the library continues its 
journey to become a community-run service, and your choices can be used to help 
make sure we are stocking the types of books you love most.
Please take a few minutes to tell us your 
top ten authors and books. Children and 
adults are most welcome to take part. 
There are lots of easy ways to take part: 
visit www.ivinghoelibrary.wordpress.
com/TopReads, email your suggestions 
to ivinghoelibrary@gmail.com or pop 
into the library on Ivinghoe High Street 
(parking by the green opposite the Kings 
Head).

Ivinghoe Library Progress
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Held in Th e Coff ee Tavern on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7:30pm
VILLAGE POLICING
There is a change to village policing in that from October 2011 policing of the rural 
areas of Leighton Buzzard will be covered by local policing teams responsible 
for larger areas and not dedicated to a specifi c area as was the case with the Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams.  The PCSO’s (Police Community Support Offi cers) will not be 
changing their responsibilities and any issues/enquiries can still be directed to them in 
the fi rst instance, assessed and if necessary passed to an on-duty police offi cer.
The non-emergency number is 01582 401212 and is the best number to get in contact 
with an offi cer or PCSO.
RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS
The painting teams have now started working at The Rye play area and will working at 
the School Lane play areas in September.  The play equipment is to be painted in both 
play areas and the new play equipment is due to be installed this autumn.
School Lane Recreation Ground Litter: There are to be two new bins to be sited in the 
recreation ground to encourage people to use these rather than just throw their rubbish 
on the ground - LET’S KEEP OUR PARISH LITTER FREE.
PARISH TREES
The Parish Council is in the process of obtaining contractor quotes for work to trees 
within the parish.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.ebpc.co.uk
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website.
CONTACT DETAILS FOR EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL/CLERK
Parish Offi ce: 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD; Tel/Fax 01525 221464 & 
Email clerk@ebpc.co.uk 
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answer phone]
[Emergency contact only: Chairman of 
Parish Council – see website for further 
details]

Eaton Bray Parish 
Council Meetings

1st Monday of each month
7:30pm The Coffee Tavern

Next Monthly Meetings: Mon 3rd Oct
 Mon 7th Nov

Highlights Of Th e Meeting For Eaton Bray Parish Council

Following the last concert that took place in July at St Mary’s Church 
Edlesborough, this comment was received. 
‘We often like many others in the parish travel to London to the Proms - 
this is a fantastic event to have on our doorstep. Highly recommendable.   
The music is delightful and the venue superb.  The quartet led by Robert 

Secret is such a pleasure to listen to.’
We expect to be back next summer with more concerts so please look out for further 
announcements in Focus.

EDaN Concert Feedback
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Grey clouds billowed menacingly across the sky last Saturday as our 
annual club Final’s Day got underway, our 23rd since we stared out 
in 1989. Tennis players and supporters however are a hardy bunch, 
and all arrived undeterred by the BBC weatherman’s forecast of ‘a 
few light showers’ determined to play –and hopefully win – their fi nals, or to cheer on 
their family member/friend/person who’d paid them to come along. And so it was that 
we laid out 20 garden chairs alongside court 1, made ourselves a cup of hot coffee, 
and sat down to enjoy the fi rst fi nal of the afternoon. Umpire was Peter Hale, who had 
to make do standing on another garden chair, as we’d inadvertently left the umpire’s 
ladder in Judy Venn’s garage and no-one had the energy to go back and get it.
This was the fi rst time the Ladies Singles fi nal had been contested since 2007, and we 
were not disappointed. Alison Lowe took on Alicia Franklin, both ladies still strictly 
Juniors, but putting on a display of tennis that would make any one of our fi rst team 
players look over their shoulders. A match very high in quality eventually saw Alison 
come out on top 6-1, 6-3 to take her fi rst Senior title at the club. Congratulations Alison! 
Next up was the Men’s Singles, which saw our only 3-setter of the afternoon. Darren 
Kerins and Kevin Todd entertained us for almost 2 hours in a fi ercely competitive 
match full of chips, lobs and powerful forehands. Despite Kevin taking the fi rst set, 
Darren came through in the end 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 to take his 13th Men’s Singles title, his 
fi rst being in 1993. Not many professional tennis players are still at the top of their 
game after 18 years! I should clarify that part of that 2 hour match included a rain 
break, when the heavens opened and every committee member to a man ran onto the 
courts to pull out the protective covers, before remembering that we didn’t have any. 
A short sharp shower it was however; play quickly resumed after a swift 10 minute 
break in the clubhouse (during which Kevin had a cup of tea and a bag of cheese and 
onion crisps).
The Mixed Doubles was played out on Court 2, giving some spectators the challenging 
decision of which court to place their garden chairs alongside. Carole Thorp and (tennis) 
partner Simon Mitchener had the tough task of playing club coach Sara Leavy and her 
partner Glen Wigley. Sarah played a ‘blinder’ with some magnifi cent contributions 
from Glenn (or so he told me afterwards, when I told him I’d be writing my Focus 
report later), and despite strong resistance from their opponents, Sara and Glenn won 
in straight sets 6-4, 6-1. That match was quickly followed by the Ladies Doubles fi nal, 
consisting of Jane Cross and Claire Fox-Wilson against Judy Venn and Alison Lowe, 
by now fully recovered from her earlier victory (the stamina of these youngsters)! Judy 
and Alison played superbly, taking control of and winning  the fi rst set, and despite 
Jane and Claire raising their game in the second, they couldn’t prevent Judy and Alison 
taking the title 6-1, 7-5. Two titles in one afternoon for Alison, and Judy’s 3rd title 
overall, her fi rst being back on our inaugural Final’s Day in 1989. Still winning titles 
after 23 years is some achievement! 
The fi nal match was the Men’s Doubles between Simon Mitchener and Peter Messetter, 
playing Darren Kerins and John Slater. Darren and John put up a good fi ght and made 
it a very close encounter, but Simon and Peter emerged victorious at the end of an 
exciting tie-break,6-3, 7-6. And so ended a fantastic day of tennis, but being Eaton 

Eaton Bray Lawn Tennis Club
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Bray Tennis Club, the day was only just beginning! There followed a social evening in 
the clubhouse with around 30 members (some suitably hosed down after their exploits 
on court), both adult and junior, enjoying various savoury and sweet dishes brought 
along by members, the quantities of which could have fed most of Eaton Bray for a 
week. Our clubhouse fridge was bulging with copious amounts of bottles and cans of 
suitable liquid refreshment, consumed whilst regaling ever more exaggerated stories 
of heroic exploits on court earlier in the day. Cups and prizes were awarded, and as 
night fell, everyone slipped away happy, contented and proud to be a member!
For any further information about the club, including when we get together for our 
social tennis sessions up at the School Lane courts, or our various activities, you can 
visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; Alternatively please call Chairman Bernadette 
Hillman on 01525 222531, Coach Sara Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all out 
and I’m not, well, not out, then me, Andy Coss, on 01582 477114.

Deirdrea welcomed the members back after the Summer break and also wecomed Roz 
who joined us that evening.
Everyone agreed that the outing to Sulgrave Manor, the home of George Washington's 
ancestors, was a great success. From the moment that the coach arrived until its 
departure, we were looked after. Everything was done to make sure that we had the 
best possible time, with attention to every detail. The house tour visiting the Great 
Hall, kitchen and bedchambers among the furniture and artifacts of the period, plus 
the other rooms depicting the era of George Washington, were made so interesting by 
Simon a most informative guide (quite a charmer too). The two hour tour just fl ew by 
and when Simon referred to the "shapely legs" in each room, he looked at Dorothy 
not the furniture! Walking through the village which was friendly, picturesque and so 
peaceful. Entering the small church there, the feeling of calm and peacefulness was so 
welcoming.
The September meeting saw Paul Hancock as the speaker (who stepped in at the last 
minute), showing slides on the National Trust and specifi cally the Chiltern Gateway 
Centre at Dunstable Downs. The area around the centre offers so much, the views, 
wildlife, various types of orchids, red kites as well as the fresh air activities of kite 
fl ying and gliding. The centre itself offers many facilities, with a National Trust shop, 
selections of food to buy, an excellent cafe, gifts, jewellry etc. It also runs many events 
during the year.
It was with great regret that the members said goodbye to Gladys Ruffet, a most loyal 
and supportive member and the longest serving member of Eaton Bray WI, who is 
moving away at the end of the month. She was presented with a London carriage clock 
and cards which the members had signed, plus cards for her new home. She will be 
greatly missed, especially as a person who always said thank you for everything that 
was done.
Helen was thanked for hosting the coffee morning which raised £150, a great result and 
grateful thanks go to all those who supported it. Next months meeting is on Monday 
3rd October at 7.30pm at the Eaton Bray Methodist Hall,when the speaker will be Tony 
Woodhouse on 'Ghosts'. New members are always welcome. Why not come and try.

Eaton Bray W.I.
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Over the past 15 or so months we have been fundraising, with your help, to go to 
Sweden for the trip of a lifetime! It really was an amazing trip…
It started in Denmark where all 4000 participants from the UK stayed in Youth Hostels 
around Copenhagen and we really did invade the city! We got to try out new sports 
such as Human Football, Zumba and Body Combat, we visited a theme park named 
Tivoli Gardens, we went kayaking, sightseeing and on a speed boat ride. On the last 
night, the UK contingent organised a huge party for everyone to go to in order to get 
us hyped up for the World Scout Jamboree!
The Jamboree itself was absolutely incredible! The sheer size of it all was mind-
blowing: we were living among 39000 members of Guides and Scouts; the site itself 
was 4 miles wide; there were more countries attending the Jamboree than the amount 
that attend the Olympic games; 3000kg of popcorn was eaten, along with 68tonnes 
of carrots, and if you were to line up the butter packets from the Adult food house it 
would stretch 25km!
There were amazing opening and closing ceremonies. Some of the activities available 
included rock climbing, ice climbing, bungee trampolines, water zorbing, pioneering 
on a huge scale and fake snowboarding. There were also modular activities that you 
did in patrols called Quest, Earth, Dream, People and Global Development Village. All 
of these activities helped us to grow within ourselves, get to know other people better 
and learn about how we can change the world, one step at a time. 
Each participant also got the opportunity to spend 24 hours at a camp being held by a 
Swedish, Danish or Norweigen scout group 
which was a really fun camp as we got to 
do traditional crafts, go canoeing and make 
coat hooks from iron sticks. 
There was also a cultural festival day 
where people dressed in National costumes 
and made local food for everyone to try. 
There was lots of dancing of all varieties, 
including Morris dancing by the scouts 
from Bedfordshire!
Our experience ended with three nights 
camping with local Scouts in Croatia 
apart from Gemma stayed with a family in 
Finland. We arrived home, very tired but 
having had an “awesome” time.
So, thank you once more to everyone 
who contributed to our fundraising in any 
way. And, if you will be 14-18 in 2015, 
consider applying for the 23rd World Scout 
Jamboree in Japan – we all want to go as 
helpers! You will have the experience of a 
lifetime. 
Gemma, Matthew, Miguel, James & Cody

22nd World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011

Fully Registered Childminder

CRB checked
Full and Part-time vacancies
Flexible times around shift 
patterns
Local school runs
Creative fun, crafts and 
interactive play and, of course, 
plenty of TLC!
Please contact Kara on 01525 
222209 or
Mobile: 07791 985680
Email: karamarch@sky.com
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I can’t believe that last time I wrote these little musings it was mid summer 
and now we are already in autumn! Oh dear, oh dear. I bet I will not be 
the only one to think, where is the time going? On the good news front, 
with autumn in the air, our favourite fl avours and colours are back with 
beautiful apples and endless shades of gold, red and brown. A time of discovery for the 
young ones kicking the leaves or carving funny faces out of pumpkins. 
Last autumn Arthur and Adelaide and a friend made pumpkin faces from shop-bought 
orange pumpkins - nothing is perfect and there is no vegetable patch in the Searle 
garden! The scary creations were lit by internal tea lights from behind their eyes and 
the children were rather pleased with their artwork.
This year Adelaide brought home, I am pretty sure from her playgroup, three seeds of 
yellow pumpkins which we started in pots and transplanted into the garden. At the time 
of writing, each plant has grown several arms, each a crooked three metres long, over 
the compost heap, through and over a hedge and out onto the lawn. They are so in the 
process of growing that it is only a question of time before we dare not go near these 
monsters after dark. Carving is still very much planned for the 31st of October, but I 
can’t wait to tell Adelaide that apart from the scary faces this year we are also going to 
make an even scarier soup out of her pumpkins! 
So if you also need something hearty to make you feel brave enough to harvest 
pumpkins, strong enough to scoop them out, and imaginative enough to carve those 
horrible faces or simply to recover from the whole experience, here is the recipe. They 
are many versions out there, but this one is so simple that you can even make it with 
help from your own children or grandchildren.
Ingredients: (Makes 4 servings)
 1 tablespoon butter
 1 onion, diced
 800 gr pumpkins, chopped to 2cm cubes
 600 ml vegetable stock 
 140 ml double cream
 1/2 tsp sugar (optional)
 salt and pepper to taste
In a large saucepan, cook the onion in the butter for 3-5 minutes, until they turn clear. 
Add the pumpkins and carry on cooking 
for 8 minutes. Then add the stock, stirring 
to combine. Cook over medium heat for 
another 10 minutes until the squash is soft. 
Add the cream, some salt and pepper, and 
puree the lot to obtain a rich pumpkin soup.  
Bon appétit!
Pascale, The Little Dagnall Catering 
Company, www.dagnallcatering.co.uk, 
pascale@dagnallcatering.co.uk,    01442 
842 857

Table Corner & Pumpkins Creations

Private Tuition
Biology and Chemistry

GCSE and 'A' Level

Tel: 07792780891
Email:

prof.jimmoriarty@googlemail.com
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report (Jan 09):

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.

Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 
environment . . .

Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 
learning and to think critically.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 
12:15 for children aged 2½ to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
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Tel: 01525 222145
Mobile: 07971 559185

Lee Hutt
Heating and Plumbing Services

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION INCLUDING TILING

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
AND ALL REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Most readers of Focus will know that our area was once famous for the production of 
a particular variety of plum with excellent eating and preserving qualities. It was also 
said to be of great value in the straw hat trade in Luton and Dunstable where the locally 
made straw plait was turned into natty ladies and gents headwear. The local plums - or 
more correctly their skins were used to make a dye with which to tint the straw hats 
in a fetching shade of purple fashionable in the late Victorian and Edwardian periods.
Eaton Bray, Edlesborough and adjoining parishes were extensively planted with plum 
orchards and the trade fl ourished into the 1950s, but since then these orchards have 
ceased to be managed for fruit production and are, for the most part either used for 
grazing or are disused and reverting to scrub.
But they still have a great value for wildlife and support a range of characteristic fungi, 
lichens, plants, insects, birds and mammals. And some of the old fruit trees support 
species which are not found anywhere else.
In the depths of last winter’s snow and ice some of you may have noticed some odd 
looking characters, well swathed in weather stopping garments, peering through 
hedges or over gates, or taking a close interest in any gnarled and ancient orchard trees 
which could be reached by public footpath or bridle way. They looked odd because 
they were carrying a heavy load of sample jars, tape measures, ordnance survey 
maps, assorted paperwork and other gubbins necessary for their business. They were 
volunteers carrying out an initial survey of the condition of local orchards and their 
trees on behalf of Natural England and the People’s Trust for Endangered Species. If 
you own or live close to an orchard they may have knocked on your door, or left an 
information pack about the work.
More specifi cally they were looking for trees of an age and condition suitable for one 
of Britain’s rarest creatures: a beetle known as the Noble Chafer. This beautiful beetle 
(see picture on page 73) depends on dead and decaying wood and is found only in 
traditional orchards, large numbers of which are being destroyed for agriculture or 
development, or are disappearing through neglect. 
The Noble Chafer is a handsome creature.  Adults are about 2cm long and a striking, 
iridescent green in colour. They survive for only 4 to 6 weeks and the very fortunate 
who live in the areas where they breed may see them on the wing, or visiting fl owers 
such as hogweed, on hot, sunny days in July and August. 
They mate at this time and the females lay eggs in the decaying wood of old fruit 
trees. They prefer orchards with mature trees, 50 to 80 years old – just the sort which 
are vulnerable to clearance or removal.  The larvae feed on the rotting wood, taking 
two years to develop into adults. During this time the larvae produce characteristic 
droppings called frass. This often accumulates in the hollows and crevices of the old 
trees and is an indicator of the presence of the Noble Chafer.
Until very recently the Noble Chafer was believed to survive only in a few orchards 
in Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire, south Oxfordshire and parts of 
the New Forest. But no longer!  For, as a result of the fi ndings of the initial survey, 
and a very detailed follow up investigation by specialists in the fi eld, the Noble Chafer 
has been discovered in an old orchard in Edlesborough. And it may be in others in this 

Aristocrats of the Prune Orchards
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area.  This is sensational news and has caused great excitement amongst naturalists and 
wildlife organisations.
If you own, lease or rent an old orchard and are interested in fi nding out if the Noble 
Chafer has made its home there you can ask the People’s Trust for Endangered Species 
to send an expert to carry out a survey. Or you can search for “frass” yourself.  Collect 
a handful of the wood mould that has accumulated in a hole or crevice in an old fruit 
tree.  This will be fi ne, woody material, but it may contain frass, which are lozenge 
shaped pellets about 3mm long (see picture on page 73). Should you also fi nd larvae in 
the mould sample, return them carefully to the hole or crevice – but take a photograph 
if you can. If you fi nd frass or larvae please report your fi nd to the People’s Trust for 
Endangered Species (PTES).  
Also contact the PTES if  you would like to know more about, or take part in the work 
to  map, investigate and record the condition of old orchards and their wildlife. 
You can do this by telephone: 020 7498 4533;  by e mail:  anita@ptes.org ; or by 
writing to: People’s Trust for Endangered Species, 15 Cloisters House, 8 Battersea 
Park Road, London. SW8 4BG.

You are superb.  Thank you to everyone in the four villages that has donated to The 
Salvation Army’s Annual Appeal.  You have raised £460 and I am extremely grateful 
to you for that sum.  This goes towards the total we have been asked to raise in the 
area of £2700.
My thanks go to the proprietors/owners of the four businesses in the villages that very 
kindly agreed to have a collecting box.  Without their agreement we could not have 
done this collection in this way.  They are:
  Munns in Dagnall
  The Post Offi ce/Stores in Edlesborough
  Trading Faces in Eaton Bray
  The Swan Inn at Northall
As you were kindly donating to the appeal, we were experiencing the riots in London 
and other areas.  Teams from Salvation Army churches were out on the streets 
supporting the emergency services by providing drinks and food to keep them going 
through long shifts.  The South London Emergency vehicle based in Croydon could not 
be driven out of his car park due to cars being set ablaze in front of it, but the Salvation 
Army folk still provided that back up that was needed.  Haringey Council asked The 
Salvation Army to set up and run a refuge centre in Tottenham Hale for residents and 
their advice and support is still being provided.  So, as you were donating, funds were 
being used to continue to provide care and practical support at a time of great need.
I must also say thank you to the Focus team that have allowed us to set up the appeal 
this year in this way.  My thanks to you all.
Captain Jenny Dibsdall
The Salvation Army/Eaton Bray
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk or M: 07717 813682.
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:

  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Mick and Denise Garrod
Proprietors

Offer your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service

Purpose-built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with
outdoor exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

WELLHEAD BUNGALOWS,
TRING ROAD,
DUNSTABLE,
BEDS LU6 2JU
TELEPHONE:
(01582) 665343
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GRASS ROOTS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS
(Fully insured)

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb)
01525 221960

Moren Associates Limited
Virtual administrative support to 
businesses & private individuals

Word processing
Spreadsheets

Desktop publishing
Presentations

Typing
and more...

Tel: 01525 229695
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

Rose Cottage

Interiors

Jane Euston

Tel: 01525 221034 | 07970 042 056

Handmade Curtain Specialist

Soft furnishings • Swags & Tails
Pelmets • Valances • Tie-Backs 
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Kipps by H.G. Wells
Our choice for July was a novel by HG Wells, fi rst published in 1905. It tells the story 
of Arthur Kipps, an orphan, cared for by an uncle and aunt, who are shopkeepers and 
who tell him little of his background and parentage. His is an uneventful childhood, 
playing with the local children, although his uncle, being very aware of his position as 
a business man, disapproves. Kipps enjoys the company of the neighbouring children 
and while Sid Pornick is his regular companion, Kipps secretly admires his sister Ann. 
When Kipps leaves school to be apprenticed to a draper in Folkestone, he and Ann split 
a sixpence, each of them taking a half as a memento.

Kipps gradually becomes used to the routines and hierarchy of the draper's 
shop and starts to make friends and live independently, although he is 
always aware of being not quite "right" socially and is constantly trying to 
dress or act the part by observation of his peers.

One day his life is changed. His attention is drawn to an advertisement in a newspaper 
from a solicitor, asking for Arthur Kipps to contact him. Apparently. Mr Waddy, 
who was Kipps grandfather, made a deathbed decision to forgive his daughter and 
acknowledge his grandson Arthur, leaving him a house and a considerable fortune, the 
income of which is twelve hundred pounds a year.
Our hero's life is turned upside down. Unsure of himself and his social etiquette, Arthur 
is easy prey to people who in the guise of friendship are feathering their own nests. 
Leading the way is Mrs Walshingham whose daughter Helen was Kipps' wood carving 
class teacher. Mrs Walshingham, a regular customer at the draper's shop, once despised 
Kipps as lower class, but now persuades her daughter that Kipps is an eligible suitor. 
Kipps is both delighted and bemused by his good fortune and the new friends and 
opportunities that present themselves. His efforts to cope with his new life and how he 
deals with his friends from the drapers and his childhood are both comic and poignant, 
giving the reader an insight to the rigours of the Edwardian class divisions.
Although written as a comedy, and based on his own background in Kent and experience 
as a draper's assistant, Wells has written a very sharp social satire and shows his own 
disdain of the snobberies of the time.
Our group was fi ercely divided this month, which always makes for a good evening's 
discussion. Some of us liked the book very much, others didn't like it at all and there 
were those who hadn't quite made up their minds, but saw positive points during the 
discussion.

Bitter Sweets by Roopa Farooki
Our choice this month was a book based on the premise of "the sins of the fathers". The 
story begins with deception and continues through the generations of an Indian family, 
where everyone is either a liar or is directly affected by the lies of a relative.
An arranged marriage between the playboy son of wealthy parents to a girl he believes 
is his intellectual equal, falters when he discovers that the bride and her family have 
deceived him and she is in fact lazy and illiterate. A daughter is born to Ricky Rashid 
and Henna, but having done her duty, whenever there is a chance of another pregnancy, 
Henna checks into a clinic for a medical check up. Shona, their daughter does marry 
for love and moves to England, but her circumstances force her into a situation which 
requires her to deceive her family.

Edlesborough Book Group



57

After years in a loveless marriage, Ricky meets a woman to whom he is attracted and 
who seems to return his interest. The inevitable happens and he too is caught up in an 
elaborate web of lies.
This house of cards has inevitably to fall and Roopa Farooki holds our interest as she 
unravels the various characters' dilemmas and brings the story to its conclusion.
This is the novelist's debut novel and she has relied a lot on her own background to 
illustrate the lifestyles of the various characters. The majority vote from our reading 
group was positive, most members enjoyed the book and it was very easy to read. It 
certainly gives discussion a good starting point.

On Saturday 3th September, Dagnall Gardeners’ Society held its annual show in the 
village hall. It has been a diffi cult year for growers, exceptionally dry weather making 
it diffi cult for many to grow fl owers and vegetables. This did not deter people and 
there was a good range of entries, including fl owers, vegetables, domestic classes and 
children's sections. Pictures by the children of Dagnall School were displayed for all 
to see on stage. The winners in each section, with the most points in their class, were: -
RESIDENTS
Founders Cup for vegetables - Eric Rose
John & Christine Yorke, Val Barrow
Nash Cup for fl owers - Wendy Pattison
Val Barrow, Elizabeth Coates, Roy Mortimore tied for second
Wells Cup (most points by a resident) - Brian Westwood
OPEN CLASS
Society Cup for Vegetables - David Elkins
Society Cup For Flowers - Alan Bunting
A M Fehr Rose Bowl for pot plants - Jackie Smith
Clark Cup for domestic classes - Caroline Robinson
Society Cup for Children - Joshua Thorne & Erin Thorne (Joint 1st)
BEST IN SHOW
Society Cup Best exhibit domestic - Caroline Robinson
Best exhibit Flowers - "Gladiola” £5 voucher Ann Elkins
Best exhibit Vegetables - £5 voucher David Elkins ” 
Best Residents exhibit - £5 voucher W Pattinson
PRETTIEST FRONT GARDEN
The Dick Johnston Memorial Shield went to Sunningdale.
The organisers would like to thank members of the Gardeners’ Society, their families, 
helpers and exhibitors for their support and work in running another successful show. 
With a special thank you for all those who provided cakes for refreshments.

Dagnall Gardeners’ Society Annual Show

CAFE COMMUNITY IS BACK on Saturday October 8th from 11am until 1 pm. A 
warm welcome awaits you - so come along and meet up with friends old and new and 
enjoy a "lite" lunch or, if time is short, a cup of real coffee and a homemade biscuit. 
During the October Cafe Community and the November one on the 12th we shall also 
have a Craft and Christmas Gifts Stall available. This proved to be very popular last 
year, an opportunity to purchase those special gifts. See you there!  

Eaton Bray Methodist Church
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JMC PEST CONTROL
Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com

G

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring Garry
01582 477568
07949 118011

A friendly, reliable service

Painting & Decorating

Gardening

Any other odd jobs!

Local references available

Marc Flack
Decorating & General

Maintenance

No job is too small!
10 Wivelsfi eld, Eaton Bray

01525 223166

Or, for more professional 
back treatment, 
come to St. Judes 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

S.M. REILLY & SON LTD
Established 1987

GENERAL BUILDERS

Extension Specialists

Tel: 01525 221740
Mobile: 07970 637511

Plastic Fascia & Soffi  t – Double Glazing
Windows  –  Doors -  Conservatories

Decorating  -  Drives  -  Porches
Barn conversions  -  Roofi ng

ALAN BARNARD
PROPERTY REPAIRS

WOODWORK - PLUMBING

KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

DOORS AND WINDOWS

PAINTING & DECORATING

VENT HOLES CUT IN WALLS

NO JOB TOO SMALL

PHONE 07774 247658
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PRESSURE WASHING
-  Block Paving & Pattern 
   Imprinted Concrete (PIC)
   Refurbished
-  Driveways / Patios / Paths
-  Roofs (Latest safety 
   System)
-  Walls / Fences 
-  Graffi ti / Chewing gum  
   Removal

EXTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories – Hand cleaned   
  & rinsed with Purifi ed water  
- Litter / leaf collection
- Guttering Vacuumed 
- Fascias & Soffi ts cleaned

INTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories hand cleaned
- Carpets & Upholstery
- Hard fl oors Refurbished 

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk

37 Oldhill, SW Dunstable



60

Dagnall School
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school

For 4-7 year olds

‘Dagnall School provides a happy and safe environment.  The children are always 
involved in lots of activities that make learning interesting and enjoyable.  My 

child is very happy here‛  (Parental quote from Ofsted, June 2008)

This is a good school.  Pupils make good progress and their personal development 
is outstanding.  Standards are well above average in reading, writing and 

mathematics (Ofsted, June 2008)

 Dagnall school offers

• small classes
• a broad and interesting curriculum
• a wide range of extra curricular opportunities 
• excellent care and support
• a school that has excellent community links 

Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  
Then come and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.

                          
Website: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
E-mail: offi ce@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    Tel & Fax: 01442 842473  
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DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01525 221877

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Free no obligation measuring and quotations 
All blinds made to measure 

Blinds and awnings are made to meet your requirements and budget  

Large range of quality, affordable fabrics and colours to choose from 

Choose in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

All blinds come with a guarantee 

Make your house a home with  
blinds and awnings from Vansar...

CALL 01525 220477  
OR 01582 699565  TODAY
FREE home consultation, measuring & quotation 
including FREE fitting.
For Further information visit www.vansarblinds.co.uk
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barbcarpets.co.uk

Large Hall with Partition

Meeting Room

Full Stage with Lighting

Modern Kitchen

Large Car Park

Suitable for all

events including:

Wedding Receptions

Parties for all Ages

Fund Raising (can seat 175)

Keep Fit

Stage Productions

For further details ring:

01525 222831

07975 797202

Eaton Bray 
Village Hall

G O L D S TR
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Need help with your general property maintenance 
and want someone local, experienced and reliable?
 Plaster/dry lining & repairing walls and ceilings
 Painting & decorating
 Plumbing
 Kitchens & bathrooms (incl. tiling walls & fl oors)
 Carpentry (inc. staircases & fl ooring)
 Gardening, patios and decking
 Erecting fl at packs, rails, poles & shelving
For advice and a FREE no obligation quote, 

call Steve on 07734 962464 or 01296 682162
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Fairway Travel
Taxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905

www.bathebathrooms.com

Tel - Trevor Yeardye: 01494 722330
Tel - Clifford Yeardye: 01525 222717

bathe
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ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)

   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION
DELIVERY SERVICE 

SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Hughes & Carty
Groundworks & Civil Engineering

Specialists in all types of work including:

• Local Authority approved

• Over 20 years experience

• All work guaranteed

Contact us for prompt site visit
and free quote

Mobile: 07843 307428Mobile: 07843 307428
Landline: 01582 477761Landline: 01582 477761

Email: hughescarty@talktalk.netEmail: hughescarty@talktalk.net

• Foundations
• Driveways
• Kerbwork
• Block paving
• Tarmacadam

• Excavations
• Drainage
• Roads
• Car Parks

The Gentleman 
Gardener

Let your local RHS qualifi ed gardener 
make your garden beauti ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total redesign of 
your garden. Please call Barry on 01525-
222451 or 07541196384 to pop round 

for a free chat.
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ICKNIELD
VETERINARY

GROUP
Caring for your animals
as if they were our own

25 Princes Street, DUNSTABLE
Bedfordshire, LU6 3AS

01582 471177

Car park available for client use

EQUINE CLINIC
AT

Chestnut Lodge, Leighton Road, 
BILLINGTON

Leighton Buzzard

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Phobias
• Exam, Test & Performance
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confi dence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Addictions 
• Many other areas!

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 401971
www.hypnotherapyforyou.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, BA(Hons), MIPD.
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At the end of last term we said goodbye to our big children who have now gone on 
their adventures at big school!
We also said goodbye to one of our leaders Mandy Taylor, she has relocated to America 
with her husband and 4 children. We all wish her luck with their new adventure, she 
will be really missed…
Other staff news: Izzy is about to begin her NVQ Level 3 studies, Lisa and Sarah (our 
new member of staff) NVQ Level 2. 
Good luck to all of you and welcome Sarah!
Reminder: Don’t forget that straight after playgroup on a Thursday at 12.15pm is our 
toddler library, where the children can borrow a book for 50p a week. All profi ts go to 
the Mums & Toddler group to help pay for craft activities and end of term parties. Even 
if you don’t use the library why not come at 12.15pm on a Thursday for our mums 
& 0-4s group. This incorporates a lunch club (just bring a packed lunch). Cost is 50p 
per adult and £1 per child. Craft activity & toys, drinks/snacks included at 2pm and 
fi nishing about 2.45pm after story time. Our craft activites planned for this term are, 
kites, octopuses, biscuit decorating, fi nger puppets, hedgehogs, autumn leaf pictures 
and much more. Please join us, we have lots of fun!

On Thursday 8 September, the Chartered Society of Physiotherapists (CSP) organised 
Workout at Work Day to mark World Physical Therapy Day. Physiotherapists all over 
the country promoted exercise and wellbeing in the workplace by encouraging staff 
to get active during their working day.  A recent poll by the CSP revealed that 42% of 
people found simple exercise left them out of puff.  Physiotherapists recommend that 
adults exercise at moderate intensity for 30 minutes, 5 times a week, and that children 
are physically active for an hour every day.
Local Chartered Physiotherapist, Moira D’Arcy, and her team of clinicians at St Judes 
Clinic have spent many years helping to treat and prevent injuries from occurring.  
So on hearing about The Chartered Society of Physiotherapy’s initiative for a 
National Workout at Work Day, Moira was keen to get involved. With the help of I 
Love Leighton Buzzard, a local town business promotion organisation, they decided 
to create a giant Mexican Wave of shop and business people in Leighton Buzzard 
High Street.  “Movement breaks from work, so that staff are not troubled by the aches 
and pains that come on as the result of being in one position for too long, are very 
important” says Moira, “so this seemed to be a fun way of making a very memorable 
movement break”.  Getting everyone outside shops and offi ces in the High Street to 
make a wave caused a stir on an otherwise grey day.  Hopefully everyone involved will 
remember the importance of taking breaks at work, long 
after the event.  Moira’s team handed out advice leafl ets on 
how to build simple exercise into our daily lives.
For more advice & information contact St Judes Clinic on: 
01525 377751, www.stjudesclinic.com or to download a 
free exercise leafl et:
www.csp.org.uk/your-health/healthy-living.

Workout at Work Day – 8 Sep 2011

Dagnall Under Fives - New Term Adventures!
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The 2011 HERTS 10k will take place on Sunday 9th October at 10.00am at Rothamsted 
Research in Harpenden.  Sponsorship raised by participants will help families living 
all over Bucks and Herts.
Firmly established in the race calendar, the event attracts around 3,000 runners from 
all around the area. The run has been praised by participants for its fabulous scenery, 
friendly atmosphere and great organisation, making it the perfect event for fi rst time 
runners. 
The HERTS 10K is the single largest fundraiser for Grove House Hospice (part of Iain 
Rennie Grove House Hospice Care).  Since 2006 the event has raised over £550,000 
for the hospice. 
Following the merger of the two hospices earlier this year the monies raised from this 
event will now benefi t over 2,000 patients using the services provided free-of-charge 
by the newly-merged charity. 
Also a successful event for sponsors, local businesses M25 Audi, Harpenden Building 
Society and Thomson Holidays have confi rmed that they are once again supporting 
this worthwhile cause. 
The event will see trophies awarded to the fi rst three men and women who cross the 
fi nishing line with all runners and walkers who complete the course receiving a medal 
and a t shirt. 
Everyone who raises over £100 in sponsorship for the hospice will also be entered into 
a prize draw to win a holiday kindly donated by Thomson Holidays. 
The HERTS 10K has been recognised both nationally and regionally in the last 12 
months being shortlisted for the Charity Times Awards and the Hertfordshire Business 
Awards.
Lawrence Levy said, "I am extremely proud of the HERTS 10K. The fact that the 
monies raised from this event go direct to support people living with cancer and other 
life-threatening illness makes this race particularly special. 
It is an amazing achievement for a charity this size to hold a run of this magnitude and 
is testament to the support that the hospice has from the local community."
Paul Parrish Fundraising Director said, "There is nothing like running alongside 3,000 
people. The sense of achievement  you feel when you cross the 10K fi nishing line for 
the fi rst time is fantastic. Many runners tell us that knowing they are running for a great 
cause adds to this sense of pride and achievement."
He went on to add, "It is thanks to the support of the local community who each year 
dig deep and raise money for the hospice that we can 
continue to offer the services that ensure people living 
with cancer and other life limiting illnesses get the care 
and support they deserve."
To register your place and be part of this fantastic race 
then visit http://www.herts10k.com or call Sinead on 
01727 731002.

Time to Dust off  your Trainers
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Vicky Waller

YOUR DOG DESERVES THE BEST
♥  ♥  PUT VICKY TO THE TEST  ♥♥

• Trained at the London Academy of 
Professional Groomers to the highest City 
and Guilds standard

• Sympathetic and gentle handling of all dogs

NO CAGES

Contact Vicky
Telephone: 01525 222775

Mobile: 07796 445416
Email: vickywaller@aol.com

The
Dog Grooming

Specialist



72

YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

Above: An eager 
fisherman at 

canal lock 53, 
Berkhamsted by 
Catherine Harris

Above: Sunset 
from Pine Road, 
Edlesborough by 

Olivia Berry

Above: Marbled 
White butterflies 

by Phil Wood

Left: Totternhoe 
Knolls by Richard 

Woodhead

Right: Teasels in 
Eaton Bray by 

Richard
Woodhead
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YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

Below: Amelie Dent (5) 
and Phoebe Dent (2) with a 

sunflower grown in their garden. 
Phoebe grew the sunflower 

from seed as part of a project at 
Edlesborough Under Fives and 
is extremely proud of it! It is 

almost eight feet tall!
Photo by Claire Dent

Noble Chafer Beetle 
& Noble Chafer 

Frass. See article on 
page 52.

Above: Giraffe 
at Whipsnade by 

Adrian Lewis

Left: Heron 
visiting my garden 
by Mavis Hignell

Left: Green 
grasshopper at 

Ashridge by Phil 
Wood
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Northall based property professionals, 
Claire & Keith, are passionate about 
providing the highest possible standards 
of service with a massive commitment to 
selling their clients’ homes for the best 
possible price. 

Phone now for a free market appraisal 
of your home.

info@giblinproperty.co.uk

Giblin Property

Giblin Property Ltd, Orchard Cottage Annexe, Leighton Road, Northall

JTM BUILDERS
& DECORATORS

EDLESBOROUGH
EXTENSIONS, REFURBISHMENTS

& ALTERATIONS ALL CARRIED
OUT TO A HIGH STANDARD
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

JOHN MAGUIRE
T: 01525 220109 M: 07973 616547
e-mail: john_maguire@hotmail.co.uk
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Aurora 
Hair Salon

Opening Hours Edlesborough Opening Hours  Dunstable
Tues & Weds 9.00am-6.00pm Tues & Weds  9.30am-5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am-6.00pm Thursday  9.30am-8.00pm
Friday 9.00am-8.00pm Friday 9.30am-6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am-3.00pm Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm

3 Summerleys,Edlesborough LU6 2HR  150 Westfield Road, Dunstable, Beds

Edlesborough 01525 220926           Dunstable 01582 601119

Welcome to Aurora  Hair Salon
Our aim is to ensure that every client is treated to more 

than just a haircut - time to relax, unwind and be treated to 
superlative hairdressing and exceptional customer service in a 

cutting-edge and inspirational environment.  

Aurora - a great experience!

We look forward to welcoming you.

               

 

Pet Dog Training and Obedience Classes
Held locally at the Memorial Hall, Totternhoe

Also provided:
Pre-puppy ownership advice

New Puppy Initial Care and Training
Correction of Unwanted Behaviours

For advice and information contact :
Vicky Lawes MGoDT

Canine Behaviour Practitioner and Trainer
Mobile: 07765 287176

Website: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Email: Vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

ReferencesProvided
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Grebe Canal Cruises Ltd
Scheduled Cruises

April – October
These sailings include a 90 minute

cruise or for something more special
treat yourself to a cream tea cruise.

Self-Steer Day Boats
Enjoy a day out with family and 
friends on one of our day boats.

No experience necessary!
Parties and Celebrations

Make your special event unforgettable 
by hosting it on one of our party boats.

Please contact us for further details:
01296 661920

www.grebecanalcruises.co.uk
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It is cold. The sky begins to show itself above the mist which hovers over the turned 
brown earth of the ploughed fi eld. With a gentle sigh a golden leaf falls to the damp 
ground beneath a tree which holds its bare branches heavenwards as if pleading with 
its creator. Another day begins, the sounds of which seem to intrude upon my thoughts, 
my quiet time, my time of prayer... 
Sometimes it is diffi cult to pray; we often think that our prayers are unimportant when 
we consider world situations, but that is not so. All heart-prayers are heard, (all incense 
rises towards heaven, no matter the perfume it’s composed of.) 
And they are answered; prayers are really desires and desires are fulfi lled according 
to their strength. It seems that sometimes prayer is more readily heard when a large 
number of people pray together, as in church; but Jesus took himself away from the 
crowd many times so that He was able to speak to his Father alone. Sometimes I feel 
the need for solitude. A time when I can not only commune with the Lord, but a time 
for refl ection and recollection and self-examination. A time in which to ask and try to 
receive the answers to the inevitable questions. Why? How? and When?
How do you feel when you try to make a ‘phone call to a company only to be greeted 
with a computerised voice?  Press 1 if your call is urgent... 
    Press 2 for more grace.
    Your call is important, please hold.
Then comes the music...Thankfully God is always available. “Call to me, and I will 
answer you” (Jer 33:3) has not been replaced by “All lines are busy”.
Communication (prayer) with God is a two-way thing. He speaks to us through His 
word and through the indwelling voice of the Holy Spirit, sometimes interpreted as our 
conscience. He paid the price to keep the lines open so that we can experience the ioy 
of being still and knowing that He is God; Psalm 46:10.

“He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own;
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known:      (Miles)  

“Through the tangled web of life, Lord, guide me.
Through the problems of the day, stay beside me.
From the dangers of the world, defend me.
In the quiet of the night, Lord, hear me;
And accept my prayer, my thanks, for being near me.”

Salvation Sound - October 2011

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 11th October, 7.45pm
GBS and Me

Terry Mills of Luton, a volunteer guide 
at Ayot St Lawrence, talks about George 
Bernard Shaw and the playwright's home 

at Shaw's Corner.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome

“20 - 20 - 20”
The Ultimate Toning 

Class!
20 mins of Upper Body, 20 mins Lower Body

and 20 mins of Abs & Relax!

Fridays 11am - 12pm
New 6 Week Course starting Oct 2011 at 

Eaton Bray Village Hall - call now to book!
07861 162 680

www.bodyboostuk.co.uk
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July: average rain fall for July. Rain was recorded, on 17 separate days. On the 9th at 
2.30 we had a particularly heavy shower reaching the rate 105.6 mm per hour

Weather Conditions for July 2011

August: As normal August was a wet month 76.8 mm. I recorded rain on 13 days but 
it was only 50% of the rain levels that we had last year in August. The temperature 
rose to 28.4°c over the fi rst 3 days of the month the rest of the month was average with 
colder nights on the 30th – 31st.

August 2011

NEWS: - Dagnall Weather Station is now providing up-to-date weather on a new site: 
http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. I am planning to link up with the Met Offi ce (Weather 
Observers Website) programme when I get delivery of a new PC and software. That 
will allow the web sites to bring you weather data 24 hours a day
The Dagnall weather station now updates 
the web every 15 minute 24 hours a day 
and can be seen http://myweb.tiscali.
co.uk/dagnallweather and at http://bit.ly/
weather_dagnall
Still waiting for help with Met offi ce site
If anyone has a question, comment 
or wishes to contact me please email: 
davidgkillick@tiscali.co.uk

Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Winners

Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins, M&M 

Properties & Meadow Marquees

Aug 2011
 £25   Lisa French   No.76
 £10   Mr D Marchant No.13
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Edlesborough W.I.
Vivien Bennett, a recent speaker, will remain in our memories for a long time. Vivien 
was a thalidomide victim due to the fact that her pregnant mother took the drug to ease 
morning sickness. As a result, Vivien was born in 1961, very disabled. She had no legs, 
very stunted arms and only four fi ngers. However, she is a fantastic lady, as we learned 
when she told us about her life.
Vivien was fostered as a baby and lived with her foster mother until her death in 2002. 
In 1971 they went to live in Wing in a purpose-built bungalow provided by the council, 
and Vivien still lives there. There are hoists in the bedroom and bathroom, and the 
T.V., hi-fi , curtains, front door, etc. are worked with a fob similar to a car fob-key. She 
has a car, but needs to be driven by a carer. At one time she had artifi cial limbs fi tted 
at Nuffi eld Orthopaedic Centre, but was unable to cope with them. She does have an 
electric chair for moving about.
As a girl, Vivien attended primary & secondary school in Wing. She learnt to swim in 
the school pool, and joined the school orchestra where she played the mouth organ. 
She told us of the time she met Larry Adler, the famous harmonica player, and proudly 
played music with him on the stage of the Festival Hall. She played 'In an English 
Country Garden' to us - what a fantastic lady. In fact, she said she could play music 
before she could speak!
Vivien was able to pass her exams by using her right hand for the written work. College 
followed school where she studied music and English, and she gained a place at the 
London School of Music. In 1983 she started teaching at a Leighton Buzzard school 
and has worked there ever since. She has many hobbies, including singing, painting & 
needlecraft (some examples of which she had with her). She also fi nds time, when not 
working, to compete in bar skittles, table tennis & darts. Another enjoyment of hers is 
travelling abroad, when accompanied by a carer. In 1979, at the age of 17, Vivien made 
contact with her natural family, when she discovered she was one of four children, 
and they still see each other from time to time. 
She has never wished for children of her own, but 
enjoys teaching them and helping with families 
of friends. Friends and carers play a big part in 
Vivien's life, and have helped her over many 
years. She told us of one occasion which they 
kindly arranged for her: to meet Lesley Garrett. 
This was when they went to Milton Keynes 
Theatre to see the musical ‘Carousel’. After the 
show Vivien was invited to meet the singer in her 
dressing room, which was a great thrill to talk to 
the 'lovely lady' (as she described her).
Vivien is a happy lady who leads a very busy 
life. She is someone who deserves a great deal 
of admiration, and she certainly raised feelings 
amongst our members that evening. What a great 
lady!
Val Harris

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the speed limit signs on 

the road to Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time 
to talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in 
Northall for more than 200 years. Today 
we continue to seek to worship God, 
serve him in our daily lives and support 
and encourage one another in the diffi cult 
and the joyful times.
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 Monday - Friday Morning 9.10 am - 12.10 pm
 Lunch Clubs 12.10 pm - 12.45 pm
 Tuesday & Thursday afternoon     12.45 pm - 3.15 pm
“The quality of teaching and learning is good. Children are actively involved in their learning, 
play independently and are assisted by staff to develop their confi dence.” “Group times at all 
sessions were very positive experiences for all the children and enjoyed by all present.” “Children 
of all ages have the opportunity to develop their skills in all areas, supported by a dedicated staff 
team.” “Children are encouraged to make choices and decisions throughout the day, supported by 
a staff team that know them well.”
These are just a few of the comments made in our fi fth OFSTED Report (March 2008 
- available via our website). The report refl ects the high quality of learning on offer to 
all children at Edlesborough Under 5’s and highlighted the quality of teaching by the 
staff. If you would like to pop in for a look around, please phone Tina McKay on 
07854 939226 between 9am - 12 noon, to arrange an appointment. A warm welcome 
awaits you.

For registration details, please phone Angela Paine on 01525 229529
“We are an Equal Opportunities Employer”     www.edlesboroughunder5s.org.uk

PYOGROVE FARM
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3……

1 Select and pick your fruit and veg fresh from the fi eld

2 Weigh and pay for it at the PYO kiosk

3 Take it home and enjoy eating the fruits of your labour!

Grove Farm PYO, Great Gap, Ivinghoe, LU7 9DZ
For info go to grovefarmpyo.co.uk or ring 01296 668175

Open everyday from approx. mid-June to October



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)
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