


The White Horse at Eaton Bray
Market Square
Eaton Bray
Beds   LU6  2DG
Tel: 01525 220231
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk

13th to 16th July

The French
Connection
Welcome to France in 

Eaton Bray!
Shut your eyes and rub 
garlic under your nose 
and we will whisk you 

away to La Belle France.
Come and enjoy the best 
of classic food and wine.

We now take 
bookings for 

Sunday 
Lunches up to 

4 o’clock
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Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance   (Recommended Number)    01234 841212
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/P.C.Viv Dady   01582 473418

P.C. Viv Dady Mobile 07506 745133
Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418

Email:  SNT.Leighton-Rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

General Assistance: 0845 8505505
PC Jared Levens Mobile 07773 398 727

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile 07800 703 524
PCSO Chris Baker Mobile 07974 973 866

Email: WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage,Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee, Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates, Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Beverly Sage, Tel: 01525 229509

Focus - Th e Four Village Magazine

August Focus will be a joint issue for August & September.
Don’t forget to send in your August & September entries

by 10th July
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Under 5’s Pre-School, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Angela Paine, 
01525 229529

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7- 10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nicki 

Banfi eld 07855 888338
Tuesdays Northall Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am (10am-12noon Summer School Holidays 

Only), Northall Village Hall, Naomi 01525 376575/07977 564449
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s Playtime, 1:00pm - 2:45pm, Eaton Bray  Village Hall, 
Contact Louise on 07784 165259

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:30 if bringing 
lunch) £1 adult 50p child. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Keep fi t, 2-4pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Johnson 220304 
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) Bible Study 7.30p.m.-9.00p.m. all 

welcome, (currently meeting at 6 Kingsmead) Peter Feben 01525 221048.
Thursdays Karate, 7-9pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Brian Bates 07958 348086
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Village Diaries July 2011
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Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 
715208

Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 
Casey, 07792 508591

Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07403 903178, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-3.30pm. Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray. Knitting, crochet & 

needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
2nd Tuesday Toddlers’ Church, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2.00pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Saturday Farmers/Craft Market, 12.30 till 3.30, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
3rd Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 

Eaton Bray Village Hall.
6th, 20th Bingo, Dagnall Village Hall 8pm
8th Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am
19th Dagnall Over 60’s Trip to Stoke Bruerne canal museum
25th ELF walk from E.B Church at 10.00am
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
2nd St Mary’s Village Carnival, 12.30pm Edlesborough Green. Procession starts 

12.30pm at The orchards, Eaton Bray arriving Edlesborough Green 1.30pm.
8th Northall Village Hall A.G.M., 8pm, Northall Village Hall
9th Grand St. Mary’s Duck Race MMXI, 1pm, the stream between Eaton Bray & 

Edlesborough
14th ELF Lunch Out
16th EDaN Presents Classical Music Concert ‘Beauties of the Baroque’, St Mary’s 

Church, Edlesborough, 7.30pm, Tickets: 01525 221926
16th Eaton Bray Lawn Tennis Club Play Tennis Day, 2-5pm, School Lane, Eaton 

Bray
16-17th Kite Festival, 11am-5pm, Dunstable Downs
19th ELF Outing to Frogmore Mill, Apsley
23rd Ploughman’s Lunches at All Saints Church Dagnall, 11.30am-2.00pm

Village Diaries July 2011

August Focus will be a joint issue for August & September.
Don’t forget to send in your August & September entries by 10th July
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Above: Pound Bank Cottages, Dagnall - demolished c1960
Below: The Golden Rule, Cross Keys and Dagnall Brewery

Photos from ‘A History of Dagnall Village’ courtesy of Geoff Spencer & Dagnall School
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ROBIN DONESROBIN DONES
Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating

Boiler ChangesBoiler Changes
RadiatorsRadiators

Hot Water CylindersHot Water Cylinders
Pumps and ControlsPumps and Controls

ShowersShowers
Bathroom SuitesBathroom Suites

Cooker InstallationCooker Installation
Washing MachinesWashing Machines

Blocked DrainsBlocked Drains
Full Plumbing ServiceFull Plumbing Service

07721 62588707721 625887
01525 22105201525 221052



8

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr M R Jones, Dr J R Bell,
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist - Mitul Patel

Friendly, reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors, dentists and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition-Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
A range of cosmetics/baby products/seasonal goods
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
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EDaN PresentsEDaN Presents

Classical Music Concert
‘Beauties of the Baroque’

St Mary’s Church
Edlesborough
Sat July 16th

7.30pm

Tickets: 01525 221926

Edlesborough
Farmers/Craft
Village Market

16th July
Edlesborough
Memorial Hall

12.30 - 3.30pm
Hot snacks * Local crafts

Homemade fare
Beautiful jewellery & repairs

Local grown vegetables & plants
Pet foods

Held 3rd Saturday of every month

Ploughman's 
Lunches

SATURDAY JULY 23RD

All Saints Church
Dagnall

11.30am - 2.00pm

Usual Stalls

In aid of 2011
Church Project
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PLAY TENNIS DAY
SATURDAY 16th JULY 2PM-5PM
SCHOOL LANE, EATON BRAY

EATON BRAY LAWN TENNIS CLUB IS A FRIENDLY SOCIAL 
CLUB SEEKING TO INTRODUCE OR RE-INTRODUCE MEMBERS 
TO TENNIS.

COME TO OUR PLAY DAY. MEET SOME OF THE MEMBERS, HIT 
A FEW BALLS, GET SOME FREE POINTERS FROM OUR COACH, 
LET YOUR CHILDREN PLAY SOME MINI TENNIS.

HALF PRICE MEMBERSHIP

FOR JOINING ON THE PLAY DAY, OTHER PROMOTIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR SENIOR AND JUNIOR MEMBERSHIPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
HELEN WOODHEAD, MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  01525 220192
STUART ADOLPH, JUNIOR CO-ORDINATOR 07773 816320
SARA LEAVY, CLUB COACH 07561 571578

VISIT THE CLUB WEBSITE: WWW.EBLTC.ORG.UK
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For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy
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Edlesborough does Th e Apprentice!
Whilst our Year 5 children were away 
on a week long residential, Year 6 were 
set the challenge of working in small 
groups and researching, buying and 
making products to sell, to see which 
group could make the biggest profi t.
 After meeting with Edlesborough 
Bank to arrange a small business loan, 
the children visited a local supermarket 
to purchase their necessary items, and 

then worked diligently within their teams, producing their products which ranged from 
cupcakes to fresh smoothies. After calculating costs and sale prices, each team then 
had approximately 40 minutes after school to sell their products to the public.
The end of the week saw each group entering ‘The Boardroom’, to undergo a grilling 
from Lord Sugar and his two aides, and to 
present their product and accounts.
The week proved to be very enjoyable 
and the children learnt a great deal about 
teamwork, strategy and real life maths. I 
would like to thank all of the children for 
their hard work, as well as the small army 
of mums who helped transport the children 
to and from the supermarket, as well as 
all those who turned up for the sale and 
purchased items.
Jenny Peel, Deputy Head

Edlesborough School ContributionsEdlesborough School Contributions

EB Lions Under 10 Blues and Café Masala Spice Up Studham!
Studham Social club was the venue for the EB Lions Under 10 Blues end of season 
social event which marked the end of a fantastic 3 year relationship for the team. After 
the boys spent their fi rst season as under 8’s getting to know each other and play as a 
team they went on to become League Champions as under 9’s and runners up for the 
league cup as under 10’s in the Chiltern Junior Sevens League.
After such a successful run it seems a shame that it has to end but some of the boys 
plan to continue with their football as part of the eleven a side under 11’s red for the 
coming season while others plan to play rugby. 
The team has been sponsored by Café Masala, Eaton Bray, so it was also an evening 
to celebrate this community partnership. Café Masala provided a fantastic selection 
of authentic dishes to end the season with some spice! With the help of Café Masala, 
the team have had a great season, from the fi rst very match, to this farewell event. The 
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team and parents are immensely grateful for Café Masala‘s sponsorship and support. 
The team manager Becky McGee stated how proud she was to have been a part of 
such a great team and that she wished all the boys the very best for the future. Becky 
will continue as team manager for 
the Under 11’s next season.
The team coach, Nick Bramston, 
is leaving the football for now to 
concentrate on rugby. He has been 
a great coach and all of the boys 
on the team have made fantastic 
progress under his leadership. 
All of the parents and boys from 
the Under 10’s would like to say a 
big thank you for their commitment 
to them for the last three years and 
wish Becky and her new team luck 
for the coming season and Nick all 
the best for his rugby.
And so for the last time for this EB 
Lions team we roar “GO BLUES”!!

Winners of Leighton & District Sunday League - Division 1
Losing only one game all 
season, fi nishing top, 2 
points clear of Stanbridge & 
Tilsworth in this, their fi rst 
season in the top division. 
The Swan had to win their 
last game of the season 
to clinch the title, which 
they did, beating Rumours, 
Leighton Buzzard 3 - 0. All 
the goals came in the last 10 
minutes from Paul Dorman, 
Chris Rowson and Massimo 
Cappella.
Having been promoted 
every year since starting in 
Division 5, this has been 
a great achievement for 
the boys, most of whom 
are from Eaton Bray and 
Edlesborough.
Congratulations!

Th e Swan Northall

Team photo:
Back row, left to right: Dean Litchfi eld, Gary Wright, Dominic 
Litchfi eld, Massimo Cappella, Craig Edwards, Daniel Wright, 
Leigh Foley, Richard Sunderland, Leon Rose, John Dorman
Front row, left to right: Paul Dorman, Chris Rowson, Ryan 
Holden, Dayl Foley, Lee Dorman, Chris Hosey, Daniel 
Sunderland



18

Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979
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GATES
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Specialising in all types 
of Plumbing, Gas & Oil 
Heating including boiler 

servicing

Tel:  01296 670445
Email: plumbing@gates100a.fsnet.co.uk

GAS SAFE & OFTEC registered

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities
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M A K I N G  A  W I L L  H A S  N E V E R  B E E N  E A S I E R

The Will  
& Probate 
Practice
 A wise choice

For a DAYTIME or EVENING appointment call

 01525 220644

Make a Will
YOUR PRIORITIES?             YOUR REQUIREMENTS?

TONY DUKE, who has over 10 years experience working with solicitors, will 
guide you through all the options available during a relaxed and jargon free 
consultation. You will have a choice of legal services providers and fees.

HOME 
VISIT
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TMS Chauffeur Services
Luton   £20.00
Heathrow T1,2,3  £50.00 
Heathrow T4,5  £55.00
Gatwick   £75.00
Stansted  £65.00

London, Theatres, Stations, Ports.
For a professional reliable service call: 

07719 930338
tms.chauffeurs@btinternet.com

• Leaks, Bursts & Blockages
• Dripping taps
• Overfl ows
• Radiators
• Showers
• Tanks & Pumps
• Sinks, W/ Machines etc:
• Insurance work undertaken 

Plumbing Repairs 
and Installations
• No Call Out Charge •

Mobile: 07976 975604
 Home: 01525 872335

Glebe Farm Cottage, Dunstable Rd, Toddington

• Free Estimates •

 
David Nicholson

City
Guilds
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James B Chadburn FBHI 
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
fi nding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: jbchadburn@lineone.net
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Garden Care
30 years experience

Traditional Garden Maintenance
and Landscape Services
Free Estimates & Advice

Telephone: 01582 704867
Mobile: 07830 286837
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe and 
CORGI registered engineer from £60

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 

appliances including L.P.G.
Boiler installations, landlord Safety Certifi cates,

Power fl ushing, pre-purchase surveys and plumbing.

Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly 
advice on all of the above

Edwards Gas &
Heating Services

Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email:

stevethegas@orange.net
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Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation 

written estimate.

Fiona@wkgardenservices.co.uk

• High hedges a speciality
• Overgrown gardens cleared
• Fences erected and repaired
• Tree Lopping
• Fruit tree pruning
• Shrub trimming
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 28 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

Dance your way to a better body Dance your way to a better body 
with Jazzercise at Eaton Bray with Jazzercise at Eaton Bray 
Village Hall 9.30am Thur & Sat Village Hall 9.30am Thur & Sat 

Evening classes in Dunstable & LutonEvening classes in Dunstable & Luton
www.bedsdancefi tness.comwww.bedsdancefi tness.com
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+

Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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The answer is simple. They have both participated in The Villagers “Grand Hog Roast” 
when nearly £7000 was raised, to be shared equally between their charities, Macintyre 
Homes and Harefi eld Hospital. Thanks must go not only to the Villagers but to the 
many helpers who assisted either in the kitchens, selling and folding raffl e tickets or 
helping in the car parks.
The event would not have been possible without Richard and Ann Grant who kindly 
loaned their most beautiful gardens and house in order that the event could be staged 
there.
Through their “Fund Matching Charities Scheme”, Barclays Bank has also provided a 
much needed boost to the overall profi t.
The Villagers do hope that everyone who attended on the day enjoyed not only the 
entertainment supplied by members of The Jules Holland Jazz Group but also the 
carefully planned break in the weather. 

Why are these two People Looking so Happy?

Graffi ti can make an area look uncared for and can lead to further degradation of an 
environment. Depending on where the graffi ti is, and what it says, there are a number 
of agencies who can remove it. 

• AVDC will remove obscene and offensive graffi ti from AVDC property in view of 
a highway, road signs and telecom boxes.

• The Parish council will remove graffi ti from bus shelters in villages.
• Private property is the landowners responsibility. 

We know that removing graffi ti from your own property can be a diffi cult task, it often 
requires specialist equipment which can be costly. The Community Safety Team have 
3 graffi ti removal kits for use in communities, they’re easy to use, non-toxic, and you 
can hire them for free. If you’d like to fi nd out more about using a graffi ti removal kit 
send me an email (mdeprez@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk) or call 01296 585061. 

Graffi  ti Removal
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A BIG THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN US FURNITURE 
AND OTHER OBJECTS TO RAISE MONEY

Have you been wondering what to do with your child’s outgrown bike this summer?  
Is it too good to throw in the skip - and have you run out of children to pass it on to?
Is there a neglected Wendy house lurking in the back garden, needing a new tenant?
Ponder no more…  donate it to the EDaN Beautifi cation team, who will turn it into cash 
for their latest project – more village signs like the one in Edlesborough to be planted 
in Northall and Dagnall.  With enormous help from the Parish Council and funds raised 
from the Mayday and Royal Wedding Celebrations this year – just under £1500! – we 
are well on our way, but still need YOUR support.  We have had all sorts of things 
donated to raise money and have amalgamated approx. £400 from ebay already.

• Some people have given us furniture that has been taking up space, sometimes in 
the house and sometimes in the garage.

• We have sold 1980’s retro clothes that have been bought for fancy dress parties.
• The most unexpected gift and sale was a pair of Victorian bloomers!

This is a great start, but we need more objects.  If you appreciate what volunteers do 
to keep Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall attractive, please have a look around your 
home to see if you have any unwanted objects that you can donate.
Ring Patricia Harrison 01525 220248 or Christine Yates 01525 220739 
and we will organise it.  Why not have a look at our ebay shop and see if 
there is anything you would like to buy – Beautifi cation2011 - you will 
save the postage after all. For all large items ‘buyer collects’. 

Th e EDaN Beautifi cation Team joins with Harold Steptoe!

The only working watermill to survive intact in the county. The mill, 
recorded in 1616 but probably much older, was in use until 1963. Now 
restored by members of the Pitstone & Ivinghoe Museum Society, 
it retains all the atmosphere of a small farm mill of the late 1800s. 
Visitors can work the sack hoist and mill wheat on a rotary hand 
quern. Stoneground wholemeal flour for sale on milling days.

FORD END WATERMILL
IVINGHOE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

LOCATION
Station Rd, Ivinghoe, 

Bucks LU7 9EA 
600 metres from the church

along Station Road. 
The B488 to Leighton Buzzard. 

OPENING TIMES 2011
Afternoons 2.00–5.00pm. 10th April - Sunday, *25th April - Easter 
Bank Holiday Monday, *2nd May - Bank Holiday Monday, *15th May - 
Sunday - National Mills Weekend, *30th May - Bank Holiday Monday, 12th 
June - Sunday, *26th June - Sunday, 10th July - Sunday, *24th July - Sunday, 7th 
August - Sunday, 21st August - Sunday, *29th August - Bank Holiday Monday, 
11th September - Sunday, *25th September - Sunday, *2nd October - Sunday 
as part of Tring Apple Fair
MILLING DEMONSTRATIONS (water level permitting)
on dates marked with an * 2.30pm-4.30pm approx
Last admission 4.30pm. Admission: Adults: £2 children (5–15) 50p
Ample car parking – no toilet facilities   Restricted disability access
School and other parties welcome by arrangement.
Contact: Mill Manager - Chris Tugby, millman@fordendwatermill.co.uk 
or Telephone: 01442 825421. See our website – www.fordendwatermill.co.uk
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGNBUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERINGSTRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?
Thinking of Moving ?

Call Linda or Colin on 01525 222333 
for a Free Valuation

Competitive Rates, Exceptional Service

3 Summerleys, Edlesborough  LU6 2HR
www.christopherpallet.com

Also at: Aylesbury • Gt Missenden • Haddenham • 
Leighton Buzzard • Thame • Wendover
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Over 60’s
The meeting on May 17th was our Ploughman's Lunch in the village hall followed 
by a Beetle Drive. The beetle drive was won by Stella despite the fact that confusion 
reigned!
At time of writing in June we are looking forward to the Garden Party (with ice-cream) 
in Rosemary & Brian’s garden at 6 Dunstable Road on the 21st.  Hopefully the weather 
will be an improvement on last year and we will be able to enjoy the garden fully.
On July 26th (NOTE the date) a trip has been arranged to the canal museum at Stoke 
Bruerne with an included boat trip and a chance to look round the very interesting 
museum and partake of lunch at a local hostelry. The coach will leave the village hall 
at 9.30am. 
Dagnall Community Choir in Summer Mode
Our Community Choir will now be entering a lower profi le Summer period with no 
public appearances planned until our big EDaN Concert at "The Church on the Hill" 
in Edlesborough on September 24th. More details will be published in future editions.
However, with new songs to learn, including a medley of some of the beautiful songs 
from "Les Miserables", this is not a quiet period for the 40-50 members who meet 
every Monday night at Dagnall Church. 
Learning new songs sometimes presents a bit of a challenge but the sense of achievement 
when the mistakes start to be ironed out and Stuart Harding, our Conductor and chief 
tormentor, shows signs of satisfaction, make it all worthwhile.
The results of our efforts with our expanded repertoire can be seen for yourselves 
at any of our Autumn/Winter Concerts where you will be very welcome and which 
we hope you will enjoy.

Dagnall News

Greens Garage 
Dagnall c1920 

from ‘A History of 
Dagnall Village’ 
courtesy of Geoff 

Spencer and Dagnall 
School

August Focus will be a joint issue for August & September.
Don’t forget to send in your August & September entries by 10th July
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Jamie Rawlings will be running to raise money for the Epilepsy Society in memory of 
his older brother John. The Eaton Bray Run is on 23rd of July, starting from the White 
Horse P.H. at 09.30 in the morning, and fi nishing there at the end of the run. Please 
donate to this good cause via web address http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/
Rawlings.  Everyone is welcome to come down, show support and, if you are feeling 
energetic, join in the run.

Jamie's Charity Run



34

 
 

 
 

   

 

Please come and visit our friendly village school.   
Phone 01525 220468 or email admin@eba.ec 
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If you are thinking of taking long weekend break I really cannot really think of a better 
plan than to take the fi rst weekend in June!
We have now held 8 Beer festivals on these weekends and as of now we have not had a 
wet weekend. But please don’t do that, or you will miss one of the best Village events 
of the year, The Beer Festival
It is strange how when chatting to people how many have been coming for many years 
and those that were new this year, told me that they will defi nitely be back next year!
Maybe it was the weather but more people came than ever before and we were certainly 
cooking burgers and sausages up to 11pm on Friday night. As usual the music was 
brilliant on Friday and Saturday. The evening livened up by our fi rst ever Hen Party 
attending and really getting the dancing going as never before. The bride was local but 
we have guaranteed to keep her identity confi dential as apparently she really is a “very 
sensible person” I did discover that she has left over 2 months before her wedding to 
recover!
This event has become part of village life and the trustees of the hall supply most of 
the helpers and as so many people seemed to have a good time we were wondering if 
a few local people would like to help us on the organising and running of this event. 
It will not be masses of committee meetings you only need to attend a couple of 
planning meetings and give some time over the weekend. It is amazing the fun we 
have organising our bits of Festival and get real buzz from it. We just don’t want to 
have to work solidly for 2 days!  
If you want to know more just contact me Ross on 221411 or 07974 715222.
Of course the whole “pint” of this event is the beer and for that we must thank Roy 
Chatto and all his very worthy friends from CAMRA who as you know take complete 
control of the beer, cider and perry. All I can say, is that they are masters of their craft 
and it shows with the empty barrels at the end.
As usual this is my last missive until the September issue, so may I 
wish you all a lovely warm summer, with a little rain to help us all and 
remind you of our Quiz on 8th October which we hold jointly with 
Eaton Bray Tennis Club, See you all there.

8th Eaton Bray Beer Festival
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Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)
Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)

Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07890 718117)
Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com

Tomorrow, June 11th, I’m off to Church Farm. Ardeley for 
the offi cial launch of the Hertfordshire FCN (Farm Crisis 
Network) group.  It has taken 2 years to get to this point and 
as coordinator of the group I’m really looking forward to the 
event.  If you’ve not lost interest already you may be asking 
yourself what I’m talking about.  Well, this is the other side 
of me, the Agricultural Chaplain, the farmer’s daughter who 
would love to have some sheep, a saddleback pig or two and 
a cow in the vicarage garden.  Sadly I have to make do with 
pigeons and grey squirrels.  The compensation is the vegetable 
patch currently infested with horse radish, bindweed and couch 
grass but the beans, herbs and assorted green salad leaves are 
fi ghting back and there is a promising crop on the fruit trees and blackcurrant bushes.
What is Farm Crisis Network?
Farm Crisis Network (FCN) is a network of groups of volunteers drawn from the 
farming community and rural churches, ready to walk with farming people and families 
as they seek to resolve their problems.  The last few years have seen some of the 
biggest changes in agriculture for decades.  Major change is always diffi cult bringing 
strain and anxiety, other problems include: animal disease (foot and mouth, bluetongue 
and TB), debt, bereavement, stress, relationships, loneliness, inheritance, crop failure, 
low product prices, increasing bureaucracy and form fi lling.  FCN supports over 1000 
families every year
The villages of this Benefi ce, Dagnall, Northall, Edlesborough and Eaton Bray are 
surrounded by beautiful countryside.  Walking just a little of the Benefi ce boundary on 
Rogation Sunday the group was aware of crops growing, of livestock in the fi elds and 
the beauty and order of the countryside cared for by those who work in agriculture.  
We do not know what diffi culties the farmers are facing in our rural communities 
but farming matters.  Farming matters because food production matters and farming 
matters because the environment matters, not just to us but to the whole world.
If you would like to learn more about the work of FCN or feel that you could help please 
do contact me on 01525220261 and please pray for all farming families who work so 
hard, often in adverse conditions, to provide our food and look after our countryside.

A letter from Rev’d Coralie
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am   HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am – WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm   Toddlers’ Church (2nd Tuesday)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall
The Village Freighter will be at Northall Village Hall on 27th July 2011 from 7.30- 
11.00am
Edlesborough Sewerage problems
A meeting has taken place with Anglian Water regarding the sewerage problems in 
Edlesborough and Northall which will be looked into.   It was mentioned by Anglian 
Water that more than two-thirds of all blockages contain disposable items and it would 
like people to be made more aware of items which should not be fl ushed away or put 
down the sink.
Do not pour fats, oils, grease and food waste down the sink or your external drains.
Do not fl ush rags, cotton wool, sanitary products, condoms, nappies, plastic or similar 
materials down the toilet.
Allow the fats and grease to solidify and then dispose of it in the bin.
Scrape all food waste off plates into the bin.
Take unwanted waste cooking oils to designated recycling centres
Road Closures in July
Bucks CC will be carrying out surface dressing between the 7th – 11th July 2011 on 
the A4146 Leighton Road, Edlesborough.  Diversion Route Schedule is B489 Tring 
Road/Church Road, B488 Station Road/Horton Road, Leighton Road, A505, A4146 
Leighton Road, Billington, Bedfordshire and vice versa. 
New Councillor
Mr. Brian Holt had joined the Parish Council representing Dagnall Ward.
The Vale of Aylesbury Plan- Edlesborough Neighbourhood Plan
A meeting has taken place with representatives of 
AVDC discussing the Edlesborough Neighbourhood 
Plan which has replaced the original Core Strategy.  
Consultations will be taking place later in the year. 
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough Parish 
Council  -  Tel. 01525 220859
E-mail: parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk 

Edlesborough Parish Council News

Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday monthly
7.30pm Memorial Hall
Next Meeting: 21st July
No meeting in August
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It is now 4 months since the Revd Coralie McCluskey came to the villages to take up 
the post of Priest in Charge at St. Mary’s, Eaton Bray.  This was after a long period 
when we were without a priest and I think it is worth refl ecting on the impact Coralie 
has made in just 4 short months.
Coralie has really lifted the spirits of everyone in the church family at St. Mary’s and 
she has injected enthusiasm and humour into our services and into the way we interact 
with the village community as whole.
Even if you do not attend services in church you will probably have met and spoken 
to Coralie by now.  If you haven’t met her you have almost certainly seen her walking 
around the villages with Winnie her Jack Russell at her side.  Coralie is opening the 
Carnival on Saturday, July 2nd so come along and meet her there.
The Parochial Church Council meets regularly and although we have to talk about 
boring stuff such as how to stop the roof leaking (again!) we also discuss how we can 
make a positive contribution to our community.  This is a lot more fun!  The Carnival 
is a great example of how 
St. Mary’s, many village 
organisations and people 
throughout the villages 
come together to have fun 
and to raise money for 
many deserving charities.  
For many this is the 
highlight of the year and 
we are all excited at the 
prospect of another great 
event.
Now that she has come to 
know her patch Coralie 
will be focussing on 
offering support to those in 
the community who need 
help – the sick, the lonely 
and the bereaved. 
But even if you are none of 
these things Coralie would 
love to meet you so watch 
out for her and Winnie and 
say hullo and stop for a 
chat.
Church Mouse

…30 SECONDS 
TO STEAL…

…1 MINUTE TO CALL US

0800 555 111
WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG
CRIMESTOPPERS TRUST IS A REGISTERED CHARITY

It’s just a matter 
of time before we 
beat the robbers in 
Aylesbury Vale.

CALL OR GIVE INFORMATION 
ONLINE ANONYMOUSLY

We are not part of the police.

We do not trace or record your calls. 

Tell us what you know, not who you are.

Church Mouse
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EDaN Buses & Transportation
Community Car Service for Dagnall, 

Northall and Edlesborough
 

Do you fi nd it diffi cult to attend medical appointments, 
visit friends or get to the shops due to lack of public 
transport?

Edan Community Car Service may be able to help. We are 
a local car scheme run by volunteers who can give lifts 
to Medical Appointments, visiting family and friends or 
to do your weekly shopping.

For a limited time only we are able to offer a FREE 
fi rst trip (max 20miles round trip) to enable you to try 
the service.

If you would like to take advantage of this offer please 
contact our co-ordinator Peter Williams on 01442 
842506, who will be happy to take your call.

We are always looking for more volunteers to come 
and help us, so if you would like to join our friendly 
team give Kathy Bovington a call on 0779 0537032 
or 01442 842796

On behalf of the EDaN 
Buses & Transportation 

Group
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Chairman & Treasurers Report - May 2011
This has been another year of signifi cant projects.  In last year’s report, we had 
received a grant for the fi rst stage of our village hall development plan.  We got the 
fi nal approval from Thames Water in June and started the building work immediately.  
This fi rst stage saw the completion of the side extension providing much needed and 
accessible storage for all of our hall users.  The kitchen has also been extended but as 
you will see more work is needed and that requires more funds.  I would like to thank 
John Thompson for all his work on this project and particularly the incredible value 
for money that we received.
Unfortunately we have also seen the “not so nice side of things” in the village with 
two thefts from the village hall.  The cost of repairs, the cost of replacing the stolen oil 
and the need for additional security all adds to our costs.  You will notice that bollards 
have now been installed in the entrance and there a number of people in the village 
who organise for these to be lowered and raised helping to stop crime from a number 
of directions.
On a brighter note we have placed new fl ower beds and maintenance of the village hall 
grounds is being done on a regular basis.  Many thanks to Michelle, Josh and others 
for keeping it looking so nice.
On fi nances, our income was noticeably down on the previous year (38% lower at 
£5508) with costs also decreasing (12% lower at £8289).  Some of the income reduction 
is due to timing with around £440 due to be paid in after the accounts were closed. Not 
having a full fete and stopping the Dagnall dip last year also made a big dent in the 
numbers.  The decision to stop the Dagnall Dip in favour of a new 100 Club draw was 
agreed during the year. The major advantages to this will be considerably less effort for 
the dip sellers and a larger more guaranteed income stream.  The new 100 club started 
in April but accounts for this will not show till the 2011/12 fi nancial year.  Our major 
project this year was funded by the Community Chest AVDC.  The sum of £20,000 
was provided to fund the fi rst phase of our development plan and construction of the 
new extension was completed at a cost of £19,671. 
The fi nal position on funds held by the Village Hall is £4214.02.  This is made up of 
cash: £130.22 main bank account £3133.58 and Sports & Recreation: £950.22.  
I would particularly like to thank the elected offi cers Sharon Quinn and Liz Coates 
and the other members of the committee for their support this last year, as I have not 
been able to support them as much as I would have liked.  
I would also like to confi rm that I am standing down as 
Chairman and Treasurer and I am pleased to announce that 
at the AGM on 24 May 2011, Gary Holloway was elected 
Chairman and Pascale Searle was elected Treasurer.  
Many thanks to everyone else who has supported us during 
the year and we look forward to your continued support 
and more successes in the coming year. 
Richard Cutler
Chairman & Treasurer – Dagnall Village Hall

Dagnall Village Hall
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Held in Th e Coff ee Tavern on Monday 6th June 2011 at 7:30pm
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE
Michelle Flynn, the Rights of Way Offi cer (Central South) for Central Bedfordshire 
Council (CBC) attended the meeting.  She went through the current CBC procedures 
for the seasonal contracts for Rights of Way within the area and asked if the Parish 
Council wished to have more involvement within the scheduling/cutting of the rights 
of way.  The Parish Council agreed to look at this in more detail and asked for further 
information on CBC’s current costs/schedules for this area.  The Parish Council also 
raised concerns regarding the general grass cutting within the parish and asked if the 
relevant section at CBC could contact the Parish Council to discuss further.
Ward Cllr. Marion Mustoe attended the meeting and confi rmed that the Paddocks 
planning application would be going to committee on the 22nd June next.  The Parish 
Council requested that a site visit be made to this location due to a number of concerns. 
The Parish Council were updated on the current situation on the potential development 
in Bower Lane and were informed that the inspector report for Central Beds (South) has 
been challenged as to the content of the strategy; therefore the core strategy covering 
development within this region of Central Beds has potentially been moved back to 
2012-2013.  Cllr Mustoe confi rmed that the Bedfordshire Music Centres are to remain, 
full details to be published on the parish website.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Potential Development - Bower Lane/Harling Road to Mill End Close:  The Parish 
Council wished to thank everyone who took the time and trouble to complete and return 
the questionnaire.  A feedback report can be found on the Parish Council’s website.
Recreation Ground Improvements: The painting teams are now organised in 
preparation for the work in School Lane and The Rye play areas.  
Height Barrier: The Height Barrier and Chain Link Fence at The Rye Recreation 
Ground have now been replaced.
Road Closure: The Parish Council wishes to make all residents aware of a Temporary 
Road Closure in Eaton Bray for the High Street-The Orchards/Totternhoe Road/
Northall Road/Bower Lane/Moor End, for St. Mary’s Village Carnival on Saturday 
2nd July 2011 from 1000 to 1500hrs.  Access may be allowed according to local 
signing/timings.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: www.ebpc.co.uk
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website.
CONTACT DETAILS FOR EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL/CLERK
Parish Offi ce: 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD; Tel/Fax 01525 221464 & 
Email clerk@ebpc.co.uk 
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answer phone]
[Emergency contact only: Chairman of 
Parish Council – see website for further 
details]

Highlights Of Th e Meeting For Eaton Bray Parish Council

Eaton Bray Parish 
Council Meetings

1st Monday of each month
7:30pm The Coffee Tavern

Next Monthly Meetings: Mon 4th July
 Mon 5th Sep
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EDaN Classical Music Concert 16th July
Following the successful concert last year as part of AVDC's Music in 
Quiet Places programme EDaN, is pleased to announce that we have 
been successful in securing another concert this year. The concert will 
take place at The Church of St Mary, Edlesborough on Saturday 16th 
July at 7.30 pm.

This year the concert is 'The beauties of the Baroque'. The quartet led once again by 
Robert Secret includes fl ute, viola, cello and harpsichord. The music includes Blavet's 
fl ute sonata 'La Lumagne'. Blavet wasthe principal fl autist at the court of Louis XV and 
the sonata is considered as one of the most delightful chamber works ever composed 
for the fl ute.
Tickets are £8 for adults and £6 for under 16s, senior citizens and AVDC 'passport to 
leisure' holders. Tickets are available from Alan Williams 01525 221926 or contact 
ajrwilliams@hotmail.com

National 
Trust 
 

 
16th & 17th July, 11am-5pm 
Kite Festival 
Our popular annual event is back  
for 2 days. Professional kite teams  
entertain you, browse our craft marquee, and join in 
our activities, evening BBQ and bar.  

 
     22nd July, 9pm 
      Moths That Come Out at Night 

Join Andy and Melissa from Bedfordshire Natural      
History Society to find out what interesting moths           
can be found on the Downs. Booking essential. 
 
24th July registration from 7.15am 
National Trust Cycle Sportive Series 
For more information go to www.opencycling.com 
 
14th August 11am-1pm 
Nature Walk – Booking essential 
 
Don’t forget our Local Producers Market held on 
the first Sunday of every month 10am – 3pm 
 
 

 
For more information and to book 

Call 01582 500920 
Or visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunstabledowns 

 

  Events at Dunstable Downs
Don’t miss our many fantastic events. 
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WEDNESDAY CLUB
Northall Village Hall

OPEN AFTERNOON
We are offering Bingo, tea and cakes at our Open Afternoon on

WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 2011 1.30-3pm for only £1

Please come and join us for some fun and refreshment

You will be most welcome

Transport to Northall Village Hall can be arranged

We will start calling the Bingo at 1.30pm

Please call Anna 221996 or Julie 220153 to book your place

Grand St Mary’s 
Duck Race MMXI

Saturday 9th July
1pm prompt start

The stream between Eaton 
Bray and Edlesborough

Ducks can be purchased right 
up to day of the race from race 
headquarters at 96a High St, 

Eaton Bray or from a race stall
at the carnival.

Proceeds go to Carnival Charities

 ALL RESIDENTS of 
NORTHALL

 are invited to the
Annual General Meeting

of
Northall Village Trust 
(Northall Village Hall)                                
Friday 8th July 2011

8.00p.m.
Northall Village Hall

South End Lane, Northall
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Presented to Edlesborough Annual Parish Meeting on Th urs 21st April 2011
The fi rst part of this report was included in the June 2011 issue of Focus.

I should like to thank the EDaN Traffi c Management team for their continuing work 
on traffi c calming, and especially the 100 hours their volunteers spent on operating 
the Council’s ‘Speed Watch’ radar equipment over the past year.  Following a recent, 
and very well attended, meeting in Edlesborough Memorial Hall, the Team has been 
boosted by a further 27 volunteers.  After appropriate training, they will operate ‘Speed 
Watch’ in Northall, Dagnall and Edlesborough whenever they have a couple of hours 
to spare.  Three volunteers are needed to operate the equipment so that all the data 
on speed, type and colour of vehicle, sex and approximate age of the driver can be 
accurately recorded and given to the police.  In the last 2 weeks of March over 50 
drivers were reported to the police for exceeding 45mph in Northall, with one car 
recorded at 69mph.
This monitoring and surveillance work will become even more important when the 
new, reduced speed limits are introduced this summer and drivers through our villages 
are suitably encouraged to comply.
On behalf of the Council, and indeed all parishioners, I should like to place on record 
our very grateful thanks and appreciation for the splendid work being carried out by 
the EDaN Steering Group and all the other EDaN teams:

• the Beautifying the Villages team, who have made such 
a wonderful contribution with their planters around all 3 
villages, the inaugural ‘May Day’ fund raising event last 
year on the Green and the unveiling of the excellent, new 
Edlesborough village sign.  We are all now anxious to see 
similar village signs for Northall and Dagnall that should 
be in place by the Autumn of this year. 
To complement the team’s work, and the new surfacing, 
the Council is replacing the existing decrepit and unsightly 
‘hangman’s gate’ at the entrance to the bridleway from 
Edlesborough Church to Ivinghoe Aston.  To help ensure 
that horse riders and pedestrians always have good access 
to the bridleway, appropriate new signs will also be 
installed.

• the Transportation team who continue to fi ght the cause for maintaining, or 
even improving, our vital bus links with local towns.  In the meantime, they have 
established the Community Car Scheme and have made a wonderful start in 
attracting so many volunteer car owners to help provide lifts for residents on local 
journeys to shops, doctors’ surgery etc..

• the Cycleways, Pavements and Footpaths team, the outcome of whose work 
over the past 2 years will begin to be seen over the coming months.

• the Post Codes team who are tenaciously fi ghting their way through the Post 
Offi ce bureaucracy and procedures to enable householders in the parish to have 
Edlesborough in their address rather than the historic Eaton Bray.

Edlesborough Parish Council Chairman’s Report - Part 2
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EDaN also organised 2 concerts last year at St Mary’s Church in Edlesborough, not only 
to raise funds, but also to encourage parishioners to appreciate the church as part of our 
rich architectural heritage.  The Churches Conservation Trust is delighted that we are 
now making more use of this historic building and are giving us every encouragement 
to continue.  So, please make a note that the next classical music concert is being held 
on Saturday 16th July 2011, and is entitled “Beauties of the Baroque”.
EDaN is certainly more than living up to our original expectations, especially with the 
way in which it has encouraged so many willing and enthusiastic volunteers to become 
involved in helping to shape and improve our community.
Another important area of our policy work concerns giving the Council’s response 
to AVDC on Planning Applications.  Over the past year some 39 applications have 
been carefully considered, with ‘The Bell’ being the most publicised, and arguably, 
the one which has attracted most interest in Edlesborough.  The Council has given 
every possible support and advice to the ‘Save the Bell’ campaign.  After much 
correspondence and two AVDC Planning Committee meetings, we have yet to learn 
whether we have provided suffi cient planning reasons for the application to build 2 
houses in the car park to be rejected.
The Council’s experience on planning matters over many years will be put to good use 
when it becomes directly involved in developing its Neighbourhood Plan over the 
coming months as part of the Government’s new ‘Localism Bill’, and AVDC’s new 
‘Vale of Aylesbury Plan’.
The Council is literally inundated on a weekly basis with policy and consultative 
papers from AVDC, BCC and a myriad of other organisations which have, or could 
have, a bearing on the lives of parishioners.  Much unseen work is therefore undertaken 
by Councillors in reviewing these documents and submitting the Council’s views and 
comments.  
Car parking in the High Street outside the school, and around the junction with 
Pebblemoor has long been a problem.  Over recent months the Council has been 
pleased to work with the school, its ‘safer routes to school’ team, Under5s, Bucks CC 
and the police to try and improve the situation.  Towards that end it has recently carried 
out a small extension to the car park on The Green and formed a new pedestrian exit 
onto the High Street.  At the time of writing this report, a guard rail on the pedestrian 
exit remains to be constructed before the exit and the car park spaces are then clearly 
marked out.
However, the Council recognises that considerably more car parking capacity is 
required and is therefore planning to construct a major extension.  This would almost 
double the number of spaces from the recently increased 29 to a total of 55.  This 
project is being viewed as a top priority and the required funding of some £32,000 will 
be secured as soon as possible.  Subject to obtaining various approvals it is hoped that 
work could commence within the next 12 months.
In this report I have only had the space to comment on some of the key issues.  However, 
much of the Council’s work also concerns the daily grind through so many other 
matters which are, or could be, of concern to parishioners.  For all of this unrelenting, 
steadfast commitment to duty I am most grateful to our Clerk, Lin Sargeant and to 
my fellow Councillors:
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Default Retirement Age to be Abolished 
The government has confi rmed that the default retirement age (DRA) of 
65 will be abolished from 1 October 2011 with phasing-in beginning in 
April.

Currently, an employer can lawfully retire an employee aged 65 or above provided the 
employer follows a set procedure, requiring the employer to give at least six months' 
notice of retirement to the employee. If the procedure is followed, then dismissal for 
retirement at age 65 will not be unfair or age discrimination. If the normal retirement 
age for the job is under 65, then provided the employer can justify the lower retirement 
age and follows the same set procedure, any dismissal for retirement will again not be 
unfair and will not be age discrimination.
Under the changes, the last day employees can be compulsorily retired using the DRA 
is 30 September 2011. From 1 October 2011 no employee can be compulsorily retired 
by an employer because they have reached the age of 65, unless that retirement can be 
objectively justifi ed. So the last day to provide the six months' notice required by the 
DRA provisions was therefore 30 March 2011. 
ACAS has also issued guidance which outlines the changes and provides advice on how 
employers and employees can manage both the transition stages and new procedure. 
The guidance (available on the ACAS website at www.acas.org.uk) covers practical 
issues for employers in managing older workers and also issues such as succession and 
workforce planning, performance management and ensuring consistency and fairness 
in their policies and practices. 
The changes will apply to all employers and all company sizes and sectors. However, 
individual employers will still be able to operate a compulsory retirement age provided 

• John Wilkinson, who represents the Edlesborough Ward, who is our Vice-
Chairman, Chair of our General Purposes Committee (GPC) and who also takes 
the lead role in assessing all planning applications for Council’s decisions.

• David Brown, (Edlesborough Ward).  Unfortunately, David has decided to step-
down from being a Councillor at the forthcoming May AGM.  He has been on 
the Council since 2003, and has always made a very valuable and substantial 
contribution, especially during his time as Chairman of the GPC.

• Marilyn Prys-Jones (Edlesborough Ward), who is Vice Chairman of the GPC
• Alan Williams, (Edlesborough Ward), who is Chair of the EDaN Steering Group 

and a member of the GPC.
• Julie Ratheram (Edlesborough Ward).
• Mark Wilson (Northall Ward).
• Dagnall Ward: unfortunately, since Anne Thompson’s death we have had 

no representatives.  However, we hope that this situation will change at the 
forthcoming May election.

Kevin Cubbage
Chairman and Northall Ward Representative
Edlesborough Parish Council     21st April 2011

Information from Citizens Advice Bureau



47

that they can objectively justify it. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
gives air traffi c controllers and police offi cers as examples of where this might be the 
case.
These changes do not affect employees' state pension age and entitlements, which may 
well be different from the age at which they retire.

NHS Charges in England
From 1 April 2011, the charge for an NHS prescription increases by 20p per item, to 
£7.40.
Dental treatment charges increase by 3 per cent to £17.00, £47.00 and £204.00 for 
Bands 1, 2 and 3 respectively.
Optical voucher values remain unchanged.

National Minimum Wage: New Rates
From 1 October the new rates of the national minimum wage will be as follows:-
the adult rate will increase from £5.93 to £6.08 an hour 
the rate for 18-20 year olds will increase from £4.92 to £4.98 an hour 
the rate for 16-17 year olds will increase from £3.64 to £3.68 an hour, and 
the rate for apprentices will increase from £2.50 to £2.60 an hour. 

Tax Credit Renewals
Tax credits claimants need to renew their claims by the 31 July deadline. If they do 
not, their payments may stop and they may receive notice of an overpayment. Renewal 
packs are being sent out between April and July. Last year, over fi ve hundred thousand 
households did not renew by the due date and subsequently had their payments stopped. 
Around half of these were subsequently sent notice of an overpayment.
HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is now running its annual media campaign to 
remind people to renew as soon as they receive the packs. The campaign includes 
national and regional TV and radio advertisements and press releases. For the fi rst 
time, it includes the use of Twitter. Bureaux that use Twitter may wish to follow HMRC 
(@HMRCGovUK) and re-tweet its tax credit renewal tweets.

Tax credits: Treatment of Increases in Income
In the tax year 2011/12, if your income goes up by more than £10,000 since the previous 
tax year, the amount of tax credits that you get for the current year will be reduced. 
Increases in income of £10,000 or less will not normally affect your tax credits for the 
current year, although they will be taken into account in the following year. A tax year 
runs from 6 April one year to 5 April the next.
Previously, the disregard for income increases was £25,000.
Any increase in income of more than £10,000 should be reported to the Tax Credit 
Offi ce straightaway, in order to prevent an overpayment building up in 
the current year, which will have to be paid back. It is also advisable 
to report an increase of less than £10,000, to prevent an overpayment 
arising in the following year.
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The members were welcomed to the June meeting, where birthday cards were presented 
to Vera and Joan Duke. A Golden Wedding card was given to Linda Potton.
After the business and notices were read out, Deirdrea introduced the speaker Derek 
Hart, who was showing details of his Icelandic Holiday.
Slides and the accompaning music took the members on a tour of Iceland, which is 
a European island country in the North Atlantic Ocean. It has a population of about 
320000. It is volcanically and geologically active.
The music added to the sense of calmness that the pictures of the scenery portrayed.
Birds, wild fl owers, gushing waterfalls, suffering the cold in the ice caps and the heat 
as the geysers soared into the air. Derek answered questions and was thanked by 
Deirdrea.
The members decided on the fund raising project for Christmas.This was to be joining 
Dunstable Salvation Army to collect new 
toys, gifts, clothes and other items, which 
would be distributed to children whose 
families were unable to afford any of 
the luxuries or gifts, that so many other 
children enjoy.
Teas and cakes were served by Barbara 
Ilic, Gladys Deamer and Dorothy.
The next meeting will be on Monday 4th 
July at 7.30pm when the speaker will be  
Sandra Reynolds - "Being a Magistrate".
The outing to Sulgrave Manor on Monday 
8th August is now fully booked.

Eaton Bray W.I.

FOR SALE
Th uka Maxi 8 Pine Midsleeper 

Bed   £200
Includes pull out desk, bookcase, 
chest of drawers, mattress, clip on 
bedside table, 3 pocket tidy, slanted 

ladder with blue hand rails and glow in the dark treads. 
Instructions included.
Length 210cm x height 111cm x width 144cm 
extending to approx 218cm with desk pulled 
out.
Originally purchased from www.bunkybusiness.
com. 

Dutailier Charlie Beech Glider Rocking Chair    £100
Tel: 01525 221806

Edlesborough Post Offi  ce 
Summerleys, Edlesbrough, LU6 2HH

Opening Times
Monday   09:00 - 17:30     
Tuesday   09:00 - 17:30     
Wednesday   09:00 - 13:00     
Thursday   09:00 - 17:30     
Friday   09:00 - 17:30     
Saturday   09:00 - 12:30

Closed for lunch 13.00 - 14.00
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Edlesborough Book Group
Arthur and George by Julian Barnes

Arthur and George is a fact based novel set in late nineteenth century 
Britain. It illustrates the vagaries and unfairness of the legal system in 
those times and the diffi culties the common man had in dealing with it. The Arthur of 
the title is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who, by the time the novel takes place is quite a 
celebrity in his own right because of the success of his detective serials. He becomes 
involved with a case of wrongful imprisonment and campaigns for an offi cial pardon 
for George Edalji. George, who is half Indian, was convicted of sending anonymous 
letters and mutilation of horses. He had been released from prison, but not offi cially 
pardoned and Conan Doyle takes up the case on his behalf. He soon realises however, 
that life does not imitate art in this respect and that proving a case in legal terms is 
more diffi cult than a Sherlock Holmes deduction. The story is told gradually, giving us 
the backgrounds of both Arthur and George which in turn explains the social problems 
that both face. For George it is being of mixed race in a middle England society and 
for Sir Arthur the diffi culty of his marriage and his wish to be with another woman.
These are the points which created a good group discussion; mainly the changes in the 
legal system which allow the little man's voice to be heard. Not least the instigation of 
the Appeal Court as a result of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's intervention.

Thanks go to Ann for arranging our Lunch out at The Bridgwater Arms on 12th May. 
A number of members enjoyed a very happy time. The meal was, as usual very good.
We are looking forward to the next Lunch out on Thursday July 14th. Details will be 
displayed in the North Porch of Eaton Bray Church.
No walk was arranged for May, there were too many Bank Holidays and members 
holidays etc.
The arrangements for The Frogmore Paper Mill outing on July 19th will be displayed 
in the North Porch of Eaton Bray Church.
The results of our June 9th meeting at The Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray, will be in the 
August issue of The Focus.
We look forward to our Cream Tea on August 11th by kind permission of Val and 
Alan in their garden. We keep our fi ngers crossed for good weather. Details will be 
displayed, as usual, in the North Porch of Eaton Bray Church.

Edlesbray Leisure Fellowship - ELF

 ELF GROUP SUMMER OUTINGS 
14th July   Lunch at Bridgewater Arms
19th July  Frogmore Paper Mill Trip
25th July  Walk
11th August   Cream Teas - 2.30pm at Val & Alan’s garden
22nd August  Walk - start near to Eaton Bray Church
25th August  College Lake
8th Sept  Canal Trip
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report (Jan 09):

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.

Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 
environment . . .

Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 
learning and to think critically.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 
12:15 for children aged 2½ to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
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Tel: 01525 222145
Mobile: 07971 559185

Lee Hutt
Heating and Plumbing Services

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION INCLUDING TILING

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
AND ALL REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Since Lions clubs were established, Lions have remained committed to improving the 
lives of those less fortunate, around the world and at home.
On a global scale, Lions work in partnership with, and support, a wide range of 
internationally recognised organisations including:-

• Sight Savers International
• International Glaucoma Association
• UNICEF

Across the British Isles and Ireland, Lions work and support organisations such as :-
• Dentaid
• Diabetes UK
• Guide Dogs for the Blind
• Hearing Dogs for Deaf People
• Medic Alert
• Tacade

Many clubs are renowned for the help they give to their local hospital or hospice. 
However, Lions work can range from involving members in projects such as cleaning up 
a community park, to providing children’s playgrounds or senior citizen programmes. 
In general all Lions clubs help those less fortunate than themselves and pay particular 
attention to the elderly and disabled providing hope and care to those who need it most.
The ‘White Cane’ for blind people
In 1930, a Lions club member watched a blind man attempt to make his way across 
a busy street using a black cane. With the realisation that the black cane was barely 
visible to motorists, the Lions club decided to paint the cane white to increase it’s 
visibility to on-coming motorists. In 1931, Lions International began a national 
program promoting the use of white canes for blind people
This is just one of the many life changing activities we have over the years – with your 
help, we can make a difference to many more people at home and overseas.
In the words of Winston Churchill :-

“the pessimist see’s diffi culty in every opportunity, 
the optimist sees opportunity in every diffi culty”

Ordinary people doing amazing things

Lions work ….Being Global, Acting Local

Sun. 3rd July 9.00 am Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Sun. 10th July 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Eucharist
Sun.17th July      10.30 am Family Communion   
Sun. 24th July 10.30 am Family Service                
               6.00 pm Eucharist
Sun. 31st July 10.30 am Songs of Praise
 6.00 pm Evening Service 
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am

All Saints Church, Dagnall - Services in July 2011
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What is Pilates?
Pilates considers the body as a whole using a series of fl owing movements designed to 
strengthen and stretch the muscles of the body. It teaches and restores correct posture 
and movement of the body which is often out of balance due to our modern life styles 
and habits.  Anybody can do Pilates regardless of age, fi tness level or gender.
What is Clinical Pilates?
Clinical Pilates is a gentle form of exercise. It is run in small classes to enable the client 
and physiotherapist to work together to ensure that the exercises are being completed 
correctly and so that if required the exercises can be adapted on a one to one basis. It 
is a series of mat based exercises in various different body positions which have been 
adapted by physiotherapists to make them more suitable for patients with back and neck 
pain, joint conditions and those recovering from injury, as well as healthy individuals 
who would prefer to exercise under the watchful eye of a medical professional. 
Who teaches these classes?
Clinical Pilates instructors are Chartered Physiotherapists, who combine their 
Physiotherapy and Pilates knowledge together to give you safe, effective exercises, 
designed to match your level of ability.  They are qualifi ed via The Australian 
Physiotherapy and Pilates Institute and are regularly required to update their skills.
Suffering from Back Pain? 
80 to 90% of us will suffer from back pain at some point and 60 to 80% of us will have 
a recurrence of this pain within a year of the initial problem.  By retraining the deep 
abdominal and spinal muscles, Clinical Pilates can help to prevent the recurrence of 
back pain in combination with correct back care and advice.  Working our core; the 
‘natural corset’ muscles surrounding our spine, has been shown through research to 
give effective results in mid and long term back pain sufferers. (Van Dillen 2003) 
What are the Overall Benefi ts?

• Impoves posture and relieves back pain
• Aids sleep and reduces stress
• Flattens stomachs and tones muscles
• Improves mobility, balance and co-ordination
• Adaptable to all ages, shapes and fi tness levels

For details of local Clinical Pilates classes contact: 
St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street
Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX
 01525 377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com.

Shape, Sculpt and Strengthen with Clinical Pilates

Eaton Bray Cricket Club 100 Club 
Winners
May 2011   

£10   Joan Hing      No.89
£25   Daniel Alder   No.83

June 2011
£10    Michael Jarrett   No.1
£25    Yvonne French   No.95
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly sponsored 

by F.A. Hawkins and M&M Properties
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:

  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Mick and Denise Garrod
Proprietors

Offer your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service

Purpose-built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with
outdoor exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

WELLHEAD BUNGALOWS,
TRING ROAD,
DUNSTABLE,
BEDS LU6 2JU
TELEPHONE:
(01582) 665343
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GRASS ROOTS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS
(Fully insured)

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb)
01525 221960

Moren Associates Limited
Virtual administrative support to 
businesses & private individuals

Word processing
Spreadsheets

Desktop publishing
Presentations

Typing
and more...

Tel: 01525 229695
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

Rose Cottage

Interiors

Jane Euston

Tel: 01525 221034 | 07970 042 056

Handmade Curtain Specialist

Soft furnishings • Swags & Tails
Pelmets • Valances • Tie-Backs 
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The fund raising Coffee Morning in aid of St Mary's raised £240 and all the members 
and others who supported it, were thanked for all their help and effort, in a letter from 
Gordon Gray.
Deirdrea welcomed the members and two visitors to the June meeting and discussed the 
business matters and notices. Birthday cards were given to Marjorie, June Howard and 
June Thorne. A Golden Wedding card was given to Linda Potton for her anniversary 
next month.
The devotions prepared by Marjorie were read out by Jenny Hewett.
The members agreed that the project for fund raising the next year would be 'Mission 
to Seafarers'. Revd Tom Heffer is the secretary general. In ports around the world a 
Mission to Seafarers chaplain will often be one of the fi rst to welcome the crew and 
fi nding out if they have any concerns which need addressing.
'Piracy'- in 2010 it was reported that there were a total of 406 reported incidents of 
piracy and armed robbery. Last year 153 vessels were boarded, 49 hijacked and a 
further 120 vessels were fi red upon. A total of 1,052 seafarers were taken hostage, with 
68 suffering an injury during a siege and 8 people losing their lives.
The side-effects to piracy can be far-reaching, hurting not just the seafarers on board, 
but also their families back home. The Mission is able to play a supporting role in 
assisting seafarers' families during a time of crisis.
A Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 17th September 10-12 at the Church, to 
raise funds for this appeal.
The welcome return of Joan Fossey, demonstrating fl owers for the table, had an 
enthusiastic audience. Joan talked through the shape, fl owers and greenery, for each 
of the fi ve arrangements. It was totally relaxing to watch and Joan makes it all look so 
easy.The arrangements were raffl ed and were won by Peggy, Marion, June Howard, 
Thelma and Christine Rogers. Joan was thanked 
and presented with a gift by Jenny.
A beautiful tea followed prepared by June 
Thorne, in honour of her 'special' birthday the 
following week. Silence reigned whilst all the 
goodies were sampled and pronounced 'superb'. 
June was thanked by Deirdrea and a very special 
purple and lilac planted arrangement was given 
to June for her birthday, with love and good 
wishes from all the members.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th 
July when the speaker will be Christopher Pallet, 
an estate agent.
The outing to Windsor will be on 17th August. If 
you wish to join us please contact June Thorne 
on 220260. There will be a cream tea at Poplars 
on 10th August.
Deirdrea

St Mary's Ladies Guild

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the speed limit signs on 

the road to Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time 
to talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in 
Northall for more than 200 years. Today 
we continue to seek to worship God, 
serve him in our daily lives and support 
and encourage one another in the diffi cult 
and the joyful times.
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Mr Searle will tell you - and many of you may be surprised by this - that I absolutely 
hate shopping. Even food shopping. The main reason is that, perhaps due to the 
decadence of shopping on line, when I am sent to a shop by necessity I absolutely 
cannot fi nd a single item. Well this happened again last week when pushed for time 
and thinking I absolutely had to have something called raspberry coulis ready within 
the next hour, I rushed to one of our large superstores only to end fruitlessly ( ! ) after 
walking kilometres through the aisles, to the information desk, and asking 2 assistants 
who had no idea as to what coulis might be. I gave up by saying to myself, “don’t 
worry I will make it myself!”  I had by then wasted longer than it would actually have 
taken me to make the said coulis, as it is one of the easiest recipes you will fi nd. All you 
need is a saucepan, a sieve and the ingredients below.  
Ingredients
1 kg raspberries
200g caster sugar (or a little more according to the fruit’s sweetness 
and personal preference)
Well, you might say, but what do you use coulis for?
In our case we use it a lot as a topping for cakes – cheesecakes especially. It tastes 
wonderful on vanilla ice cream and also teams up nicely with chocolate cake. A drizzle 
on waffl es has never gone amiss in the Searle household and my daughter simply helps 
herself to it by spoonfuls. 
One extra use it has (and your guests will be very impressed with this) is to decorate 
plates.  Once you have the coulis strained as indicated below, keep on simmering it, 
stirring on a gentle heat until it becomes thicker and has more or less reduced by half. 
You can then decorate your plate with artistic fl ourishes, a little bit like paint. 
Method
Place raspberries and sugar into a saucepan and heat over medium setting, stirring 
often, until the fruit starts to bubble. Reduce the heat and simmer for 5 minutes or 
until the raspberries are soft. Remove from heat and allow to cool. Then press them 
through a sieve to strain to a smooth consistency. Don’t be tempted to liquidise the 
pulp in a blender as the seeds are a little bitter and will destroy the clean fresh taste of 
the fruit.  It will keep for 2 days in the fridge and up to 6 months in a freezer. Et voila! 
A refreshing item for the summer!
Pascale, The Little Dagnall Catering Company, www.dagnallcatering.co.uk
01442 842 857 

Table Corner and the Joys of Coulis

Dagnall Village Hall 100 Club
Winners – June 2011 

17 Mr Charles Wilson  £48
16 Mr Geoff Spencer  £24
5 Tim and Julie Jones  £24

Drawn on 1 June 2011. We are still open 
for new members. Please contact Sharon 
Quinn, 01442 842129

Eaton Bray Village Hall 100
Club Winners - June 2011

16 Rachel McVeigh  £100
127 Vicky Whetton  £25
46 Neil Hines  £25
36 Anthea Burke  £25
Drawn on 7th June 2011 at Eaton Bray 
Academy. Please direct any correspondence 
to Ross Bagni, 71 Bower Lane, Eaton Bray, 
Bedfordshire, LU6 1RB, Telephone: 01525 
221411.
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JMC PEST CONTROL
Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com

G

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring Garry
01582 477568
07949 118011

A friendly, reliable service

Painting & Decorating

Gardening

Any other odd jobs!

Local references available

Marc Flack
Decorating & General

Maintenance

No job is too small!
10 Wivelsfi eld, Eaton Bray

01525 223166

Or, for more professional 
back treatment, 
come to St. Judes 

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

S.M. REILLY & SON LTD
Established 1987

GENERAL BUILDERS

Extension Specialists

Tel: 01525 221740
Mobile: 07970 637511

Plastic Fascia & Soffi  t – Double Glazing
Windows  –  Doors -  Conservatories

Decorating  -  Drives  -  Porches
Barn conversions  -  Roofi ng

ALAN BARNARD
PROPERTY REPAIRS

WOODWORK - PLUMBING

KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

DOORS AND WINDOWS

PAINTING & DECORATING

VENT HOLES CUT IN WALLS

NO JOB TOO SMALL

PHONE 07774 247658
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PRESSURE WASHING
-  Block Paving & Pattern 
   Imprinted Concrete (PIC)
   Refurbished
-  Driveways / Patios / Paths
-  Roofs (Latest safety 
   System)
-  Walls / Fences 
-  Graffi ti / Chewing gum  
   Removal

EXTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories – Hand cleaned   
  & rinsed with Purifi ed water  
- Litter / leaf collection
- Guttering Vacuumed 
- Fascias & Soffi ts cleaned

INTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories hand cleaned
- Carpets & Upholstery
- Hard fl oors Refurbished 

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk

37 Oldhill, SW Dunstable
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Dagnall School
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school

For 4-7 year olds

‘Dagnall School provides a happy and safe environment.  The children are always 
involved in lots of activities that make learning interesting and enjoyable.  My 

child is very happy here‛  (Parental quote from Ofsted, June 2008)

This is a good school.  Pupils make good progress and their personal development 
is outstanding.  Standards are well above average in reading, writing and 

mathematics (Ofsted, June 2008)

 Dagnall school offers

• small classes
• a broad and interesting curriculum
• a wide range of extra curricular opportunities 
• excellent care and support
• a school that has excellent community links 

Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  
Then come and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.

                          
Website: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
E-mail: offi ce@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    Tel & Fax: 01442 842473  
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DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01525 221877/01442 269565

26 School  Lane, Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 2DT

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Free no obligation measuring and quotations 
All blinds made to measure 

Blinds and awnings are made to meet your requirements and budget  

Large range of quality, affordable fabrics and colours to choose from 

Choose in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

All blinds come with a guarantee 

Make your house a home with  
blinds and awnings from Vansar...

CALL 01525 220477  
OR 01582 699565  TODAY
FREE home consultation, measuring & quotation 
including FREE fitting.
For Further information visit www.vansarblinds.co.uk
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barbcarpets.co.uk

Large Hall with Partition

Meeting Room

Full Stage with Lighting

Modern Kitchen

Large Car Park

Suitable for all

events including:

Wedding Receptions

Parties for all Ages

Fund Raising (can seat 175)

Keep Fit

Stage Productions

For further details ring:

01525 222831

07975 797202

Eaton Bray 
Village Hall

G O L D S TR
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Need help with your general property maintenance 
and want someone local, experienced and reliable?
 Plaster/dry lining & repairing walls and ceilings
 Painting & decorating
 Plumbing
 Kitchens & bathrooms (incl. tiling walls & fl oors)
 Carpentry (inc. staircases & fl ooring)
 Gardening, patios and decking
 Erecting fl at packs, rails, poles & shelving
For advice and a FREE no obligation quote, 

call Steve on 07734 962464 or 01296 682162
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Fairway Travel
Taxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905

www.bathebathrooms.com

Tel - Trevor Yeardye: 01494 722330
Tel - Clifford Yeardye: 01525 222717

bathe
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ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)

   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION
DELIVERY SERVICE 

SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

Hughes & Carty
Groundworks & Civil Engineering

Specialists in all types of work including:

• Local Authority approved

• Over 20 years experience

• All work guaranteed

Contact us for prompt site visit
and free quote

Mobile: 07843 307428Mobile: 07843 307428
Landline: 01582 477761Landline: 01582 477761

Email: hughescarty@talktalk.netEmail: hughescarty@talktalk.net

• Foundations
• Driveways
• Kerbwork
• Block paving
• Tarmacadam

• Excavations
• Drainage
• Roads
• Car Parks

The Gentleman 
Gardener

Let your local RHS qualifi ed gardener 
make your garden beauti ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total redesign of 
your garden. Please call Barry on 01525-
222451 or 07541196384 to pop round 

for a free chat.
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ICKNIELD
VETERINARY

GROUP
Caring for your animals
as if they were our own

25 Princes Street, DUNSTABLE
Bedfordshire, LU6 3AS

01582 471177

Car park available for client use

EQUINE CLINIC
AT

Chestnut Lodge, Leighton Road, 
BILLINGTON

Leighton Buzzard

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Phobias
• Exam, Test & Performance
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confi dence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Addictions 
• Many other areas!

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 401971
www.hypnotherapyforyou.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, BA(Hons), MIPD.
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YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

Patriotic Flowers...
Red, White & Blue

by John Hockey

Edlesborough Church
by Brian Russell

From the Beacon looking
towards the Downs

by Phil Wood
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YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

Flowers in Slickets Lane Meadow
by Brian Russell

Top Left: Pyramidal Orchid
Left: White Bellfl ower 

Above: Bee Orchid

Lions on the lookout at Whipsnade
by Sally Siddons
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Vicky Waller

YOUR DOG DESERVES THE BEST
♥  ♥  PUT VICKY TO THE TEST  ♥♥

• Trained at the London Academy of 
Professional Groomers to the highest City 
and Guilds standard

• Sympathetic and gentle handling of all dogs

NO CAGES

Contact Vicky
Telephone: 01525 222775

Mobile: 07796 445416
Email: vickywaller@aol.com

The
Dog Grooming

Specialist
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YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

College Lake Nature Reserve, Tring 
photos by Adrian Lewis

Green Woodpecker
Baby Rabbit

Canada geese and goslings

Left: Who you looking at?
by Adrian Lewis
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YOUR VILLAGE PHOTOS

Produce from a village allotment with an array of allotment numbers
by John Hockey

Canada Goose at College Lake Nature Reserve, Tring by Adrian Lewis
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Northall based property professionals, 
Claire & Keith, are passionate about 
providing the highest possible standards 
of service with a massive commitment to 
selling their clients’ homes for the best 
possible price. 

Phone now for a free market appraisal 
of your home.

info@giblinproperty.co.uk

Giblin Property

Giblin Property Ltd, Orchard Cottage Annexe, Leighton Road, Northall

JTM BUILDERS
& DECORATORS

EDLESBOROUGH
EXTENSIONS, REFURBISHMENTS

& ALTERATIONS ALL CARRIED
OUT TO A HIGH STANDARD
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

JOHN MAGUIRE
T: 01525 220109 M: 07973 616547
e-mail: john_maguire@hotmail.co.uk
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Aurora 
Hair Salon

Opening Hours Edlesborough Opening Hours  Dunstable
Tues & Weds 9.00am-6.00pm Tues & Weds  9.30am-5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am-6.00pm Thursday  9.30am-8.00pm
Friday 9.00am-8.00pm Friday 9.30am-6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am-3.00pm Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm

3 Summerleys,Edlesborough LU6 2HR  150 Westfield Road, Dunstable, Beds

Edlesborough 01525 220926           Dunstable 01582 601119

Welcome to Aurora  Hair Salon
Our aim is to ensure that every client is treated to more 

than just a haircut - time to relax, unwind and be treated to 
superlative hairdressing and exceptional customer service in a 

cutting-edge and inspirational environment.  

Aurora - a great experience!

We look forward to welcoming you.

               

Free CAD 
Design


 

Pet Dog Training and Obedience Classes
Held locally at the Memorial Hall, Totternhoe

Also provided:
Pre-puppy ownership advice

New Puppy Initial Care and Training
Correction of Unwanted Behaviours

For advice and information contact :
Vicky Lawes MGoDT

Canine Behaviour Practitioner and Trainer
Mobile: 07765 287176

Website: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Email: Vicky@lawespaws.co.uk
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Grebe Canal Cruises Ltd
Scheduled Cruises

April – October
These sailings include a 90 minute

cruise or for something more special
treat yourself to a cream tea cruise.

Self-Steer Day Boats
Enjoy a day out with family and 
friends on one of our day boats.

No experience necessary!
Parties and Celebrations

Make your special event unforgettable 
by hosting it on one of our party boats.

Please contact us for further details:
01296 661920

www.grebecanalcruises.co.uk
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A day out - a mini break - a holiday - all are delights to be savoured. It is something 
that you have been looking forward to for a long time.
The days before a holiday are always a little hectic - getting all your clothes together, 
(we always take more than we really need!); cancel the papers, make arrangements 
for the cat, dog to the kennels, leave the hotel telephone number with the neighbour, 
arrange for someone to water the plants; you begin to wonder whether it’s worth all the 
trouble; but on the fi rst day, you realise that it is. Oh the joy of that fi rst breakfast - not 
the usual bowl of ‘cardboard’ chips called cereal or a slice of toast and ‘marg’; but the 
pleasure of giving in to the cholesterol and tucking in to eggs, bacon, beans, tomato, 
sausage and fried bread. The full English!!! Finding that you have time to talk, and 
plan for the days ahead. Explore the town, go on the beach, walk along the prom’. Just 
to be able to sit and relax and let your imagination wander. What will it be? A ride on 
a coach to explore the countryside, or a boat trip? Whatever you may choose, that fi rst 
day is a time to unwind, and let your body readjust to its new life style. When it has 
you’ll know you are ready for the next fun packed day. Have a great day! Perhaps this 
year you have decided to stay at home rather than go away - not for you the stresses of 
preparation, pacing, and making sure you’ve taken all your pills, potions and lotions, 
before and after sun creams, umberellas and waterproofs ‘just in case it rains!
For some, beaches are magical places, messing about in boats, yachts and ocean-going 
vessels making their way across the horizon. Rock pools where a whole universe of 
life and energy goes on. The constant movement of the waves, the sun and clouds 
casting ever-changing light on the whole scene. Being on a beach means more than 
just sand in your sandwiches!
Here we live surrounded by beautiful hills, woodland and waterways; we don’t have 
to go far afi eld to see the wonders of God’s creation, All around us are herbs, grasses, 
wild fl owers. We have panoramic views across the Aylesbury Vale, Ashridge, with its 
woodland walks, canals where we can watch the narrow boats, and see the opening and 
closing of the lock gates, watch water fowl, ducks, swans, herons and sometimes even 
catch a glimpse of a kingfi sher.
Wherever we spend our holidays is a personal choice; but remember that holidays are 
holy days and should be treated as a chance to free ourselves from everyday cares and 
be open to the wonder of the world around us.
Jesus’s disciples were always on the road; they had clear instructions from Him
“Take nothing for the journey - no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic” 
But then they weren’t going on a holiday. They were on their way to preach about their 
new found faith.
The Hebrew people established several feasts to celebrate God’s intervention in history 
or His daily care. One, the feast of Weeks was later called Pentecost (Deut.16:16) It 
came seven weeks after the passover (Lev.23.15-21) and celebrated a successful barley 
harvest and lasted for 7 days. Perhaps that is where we get our idea of a week’s holiday 
from.
If you share your problems, worries, and troubles with Jesus, it will make your load 
lighter and your days brighter; don’t take them with you as luggage
OH! and one more thing, don’t forget to send me a postcard!!!

Salvation Sound - July 2011
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Weather Conditions for May 2011
May turned out to be a warm and windy month with a higher than average wind speed 
reaching gusts of 39 mph. 
Although there was more rain than the previous months (33.6 mm), it was not enough 
for gardeners and farmers. The ground was already dry at the start of May, which was 
made worse by the strong winds, high temperatures and sunny days. They combined 
to produce evaporation levels of 0.80 mm/hr.
The Met Offi ce recorded the country’s driest spring for 20 years. I’ve used their data 
to compare against the records for Dagnall.

Th is table shows the rainfall fi gures for the Spring* 2011 across the UK

East Anglia was the driest district in the UK with just 28.1 mm of rain, only 21% of 
the long-term average. The lack of rain in East Anglia made it the driest for 101 years, 
beating the previous record of 51.9 mm in 1996.
*The meteorological spring is the combined months of March, April and May.
NEWS: - Dagnall Weather Station will soon be linking up with the Met Offi ce 
providing data daily to their WOW (Weather Observers Website) programme.
The Dagnall weather station is now live on the web with 15 mins updates from approx 
0800-2200 hours each day. http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/dagnallweather.
If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: davidgkillick@
tiscali.co.uk

Elevation: 450 ft – Latitude: 51º 50’ 13” North  - Longitude:  0º 33’ 34” West

Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)

 High Date/Time  Low Date/Time 
Temperature: 24.2 c  6 May 16.00  2.2 c 4 May 05.30 
Mean Temperature 12.3 c     
Dewpoint:  15.5 c  7 May 12.30  –2.4 c  3 May 19.00 
Humidity:  96%  10 May 07.00  30% 3 May 16.30 
Barometer:   1027.6 hPa 24 May 23.00  103.2 hPa 26 May 12.00 
Wind Speed  39 mph W 24 May 14.00  Months avg. 7.0 mph   
Wind Chill: 23.2 c 6 May 16.00   – 0.1 c  4 May 05.30 
Dominant Wind:  w     

Rainfall       *T= total rain days and moisture. R= Actual rain 
*Rain Days: 12 (T), 10(R)  Wettest Day 8 May  13.8 mm 0.54 ins  
Monthly Rain: Total  May  33.6 mm 1.32 ins 
Yearly Rain:  Total  5 Months  151.4 mm 5.96 ins 

Location Actual (mm) 1 March 
to 31 May 

Percentage of 1971 to 
2000 average 

Long term spring 
average (mm) 

UK 184.8 80 % 231.7  
England 77.6  43 % 179.4  
Dagnall 56.5 31 % 232.2  

August Focus will be a joint issue for August & September.
Don’t forget to send in your August & September entries

by 10th July
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Edlesborough W.I.
Our last meeting was the annual Resolutions meeting, followed by a cheese and 
wine supper. Phrena, our president, began the notices by thanking Brenda Shields 
and Maggie Grigg for the enjoyable Members' Night they had organised the previous 
month. Brenda, in turn, thanked her team of helpers. We heard a report on the Bucks 
Federation Spring Council meeting attended by Maureen Shipway at the new Aylesbury 
Waterside Theatre. Also Christine Yates thanked everyone who had helped to make the 
EDaN May Day Celebration so successful.
The resolutions which would go to this year's W.I. A.G.M. in Liverpool were explained 
to us by Sue Parker. The fi rst one was:

"This meeting urges H.M. Government to maintain support for local libraries, 
as an essential local educational and information resource."

Sue said that due to the recession councils were having to decide which cuts were to 
be made, usually the least used libraries. Some local areas were already successfully 
running their own libraries, with help from their councils. A vote was taken after 
discussion, and the resolution was carried.
The second one was as follows:

"This meeting abhors the practice of 
factory farming, particularly large 
animals such as pigs and cows, and 
urges H.M. Government to ensure 
planning permission is not granted 
for such projects."

It was felt that the wording of this 
resolution was not well set out, and the 
majority of members abstained from 
voting. Our delegate would vote on our 
behalf at the A.G.M.
Our cheese and wine supper followed, 
organised as usual by Ann Brinklow 
and her assistant, Jenny Foale, and 
much enjoyed by everyone.
As well as our monthly meeting, 
some members have made trips to 
two performances at Dunstable Grove 
Theatre, and the committee treated 
themselves to lunch at Chez Jerome 
in Dunstable. As has been pointed out 
before, it's not 'all jam and Jerusalem' 
in the W.I.!
Val Harris

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities

Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
3rd Sunday of the month

No footprints 
Family Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm

Monday (term time)
Champions Challenge Club

(Ages 5-9 years) 5.30-6.30pm
Tuesday
Coffee Morning (alternate weeks) 10.00 - 11.30am
Music practices (all welcome) 7.30 - 9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 

(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm
Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group

(Term time) 9.30-11.30am
Bible Study (1st & 3rd weeks)

May to July 7.30pm
Ladies Fellowship 

(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please telephone Captain Jenny 

Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk



82

 Monday - Friday Morning 9.10 am - 12.10 pm
 Lunch Clubs 12.10 pm - 12.45 pm
 Tuesday & Thursday afternoon     12.45 pm - 3.15 pm
“The quality of teaching and learning is good. Children are actively involved in their learning, 
play independently and are assisted by staff to develop their confi dence.” “Group times at all 
sessions were very positive experiences for all the children and enjoyed by all present.” “Children 
of all ages have the opportunity to develop their skills in all areas, supported by a dedicated staff 
team.” “Children are encouraged to make choices and decisions throughout the day, supported by 
a staff team that know them well.”
These are just a few of the comments made in our fi fth OFSTED Report (March 2008 
- available via our website). The report refl ects the high quality of learning on offer to 
all children at Edlesborough Under 5’s and highlighted the quality of teaching by the 
staff. If you would like to pop in for a look around, please phone Tina McKay on 
07854 939226 between 9am - 12 noon, to arrange an appointment. A warm welcome 
awaits you.

For registration details, please phone Angela Paine on 01525 229529
“We are an Equal Opportunities Employer”     www.edlesboroughunder5s.org.uk

PYOGROVE FARM
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3……

1 Select and pick your fruit and veg fresh from the field

2 Weigh and pay for it at the PYO kiosk

3 Take it home and enjoy eating the fruits of your labour!

Grove Farm PYO, Great Gap, Ivinghoe, LU7 9DZ
For info go to grovefarmpyo.co.uk or ring 01296 668175

Open everyday from approx. mid-June to October



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



www.karndean.co.uk

At Janes Flooring

you will find an exciting range of

Karndean flooring products waiting for you. 

As a residential and commercial flooring specialist, 

we not only offer first class fitting, but also include a no obligation quote and 

measuring service too. To find out more, or for a free design consultation, 

please call or visit us at:

Janes Flooring
4-8 High Street, Edlesborough, Dunstable, Bedfordshire

Telephone: 01525 220208   Website: www.janesltd.co.uk

simply beautiful floors...
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