
Please give generously
Christian Aid Week 
9 - 15 May 2010

Envelope inside! 
 
 
 
 
 



19th to 22nd May19th to 22nd May19th to 22nd May   

Every Wednesday Every Wednesday   
andand  

ThursdayThursday  

Fresh Fish & Fresh Fish & 
ChipsChips 

The White Horse at Eaton Bray
Market Square
Eaton Bray
Beds   LU6  2DG
Tel: 01525 220231
www.thewhitehorseeatonbray.co.uk

Time to take it easy and to dust off 
your coconuts! Get ready to enjoy a 
great mixture of seafood, chicken, 

lamb, fruit and spicy sauces.
The Caribbean is a melting pot of 

cuisine from many countries
so there is sure to be a dish

 to excite every taste.
How about a Pina Colada?

Fresh Cod 
or Haddock.

Fried in a crispy 
homemade beer 
batter with chips, 
peas and tartare 

sauce.

Caribbean
Time
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Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
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Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell - 10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200
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Advertising: Sally Siddons - 34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695

Printed by: Priory Press, Dunstable 01582 699851
Copy for publication to the Editors or one of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage - ‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall
Val Barrow - 3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy or content of any advertising or articles 
published in ‘this’ magazine neither do they refl ect the opinion of members of the Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be reproduced without permission.

Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance   (Recommended Number)    01234 841212
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/P.C.Viv Dady   01582 473418

P.C. Viv Dady Mobile 07506 745133
Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418

Email:  SNT.Leighton-Rural@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

General Assistance: 0845 8505505
PC Jared Levens Mobile 07773 398 727

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile 07800 703 524
PCSO Chris Baker Mobile 07974 973 866

Email: WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage,Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee, Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates, Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Beverly Sage, Tel: 01525 229509

Focus would like to remind contributors that the deadline for 
articles is the 10th of the preceding month

Focus - Th e Four Village Magazine
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.30-12 noon, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Under 5’s Pre-School, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Sue 01525 
222199

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Ellie Deeley on 
07913 529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7- 10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 10.15 - 11.45 am,  Pitstone 

Memorial Hall
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 161680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, Totternhoe Village Hall, 07986 

730922
Tuesdays Northall Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am (10am-12noon Summer School Holidays 

Only), Northall Village Hall, Naomi 01525 376575/07977 564449
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s Playtime, 1:00pm - 2:45pm, Eaton Bray  Village Hall, 
Contact Louise on 07784 165259

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7–8.30pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya 

01525 853360
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45 - 2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) Contact Michelle Tel 01442 842 676

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Keep fi t, 2-4pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Johnson 220304 
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-

11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) Bible Study in the rear hall 7.00p.m. for 

7.30p.m.-9.00p.m. all welcome, Antony Coles, 01582 967173.
Thursdays Karate, 7-9pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Brian Bates 07958 348086
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208

Village Diaries May 2010
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Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
Claire Casey, 07792 508591

Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time in the rear hall, 9.30-
10.00am, all welcome, Antony Coles 01582 967173.

Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Contact Sheila 

Beal on 01525 221185
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-3.30pm. Edlesborough Methodist Chapel. Opp The Green. 

Knitting, crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  
www.wendy-poole.co.uk

1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit Club meet at Dunstable Rugby Club at 8pm. For 
details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147

1st & 3rd Sunday Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) meeting for Worship, 3pm, all 
welcome, Antony Coles 01582 967173

2nd Tuesday Toddlers’ Church, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2.00pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist 

Church Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday 8.15pm Healing Service in St Mary’s Church
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
2nd Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton 

Bray Village Hall. Visitors welcome
8th Cafe Community, 10.30am-12.30pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
12th & 26th Bingo, Dagnall Village Hall 8pm
14th Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30am. 

All Welcome
18th Over 60’s, Mystery Outing
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
1st EDaN May Day Festival, Edlesborough Green, 12 - 4pm
8th The Open Band Concert, St Mary’s Eaton Bray, 7.30pm, Tickets £6, 01525 

221556
8th Totternhoe Fete, Recreation Ground, 11am-late
9-15th Christian Aid Week
15th Edlesbray players, Spring into Summer, a revue, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, Tickets: £7.50. Box Offi ce 01525 222283
19th Dagnall Village Hall AGM 7..45pm  All residents welcome
19th Eaton Bray Men’s Group Talk: ‘Dunstable - The Town at the Crossroads’ at 

7:45 p.m, Eaton Bray Methodist Church, Entrance £2.
22nd EDaN Classical Music Concert at St Mary’s, Edlesborough, 7.30pm, Tickets, 

Alan: 01525 221926
23rd Cheddington Bowls Club Open Afternoon, Recreation ground, 2-5pm
29th, 30th & 31st St Mary’s Church, Pitstone Festival of Art and Flowers. 29th 2-6pm, 30th 

11am - 5pm, 31st 11am - 6pm

Village Diaries May 2010
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Edlesborough Post Offi  ce 
Summerleys, Edlesbrough, LU6 2HH

Opening Times
Monday   09:00 - 17:30     
Tuesday   09:00 - 17:30     
Wednesday   09:00 - 13:00     
Thursday   09:00 - 17:30     
Friday   09:00 - 17:30     
Saturday   09:00 - 12:30

Closed for lunch 13.00 - 14.00

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the speed limit signs on the 

road to Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday worship 
each week between 11am and 12.30pm 
including tea/coffee and time to talk together
For more information contact: Steve and Helen 
Orchard 01525 373106
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall for 
more than 200 years. Today we continue to seek 
to worship God, serve him in our daily lives 
and support and encourage one another in the 
diffi cult and the joyful times.

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 11th May, 7.45pm
Exile in the Chilterns

Jean Yates and Neil Rees recount the 
war-time exile here of King Zog and the 

Albanian Royal Family.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome

Eaton Bray Village Hall 100
Club Winners - March 2010

73 Dave Fensome  £100
45 Pat Moreton  £25
177 Michelle Young  £25
31 Chris Banks  £25
89 Win Hicks  £25
Drawn on 16th Mar 2010 at Eaton Bray Lower 
School. Please direct any correspondence 
to Ross Bagni, 71 Bower Lane, Eaton Bray, 
Bedfordshire, LU6 1RB, Telephone: 01525 
221411.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club 100 
Club Winners

Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins and M&M 

Properties

March 2010
£100 Martin Quinn No. 66
£25 Celia French No. 96
£10 John Abraham  No. 48

April 2010
£25 Edna Quinn          No.68
£10 Eric Pratt   No.18

Would your child benefi t from
INDIVIDUAL TUITION
in ENGLISH or MATHS?

I am a primary school teacher 
with many years experience 

working with children
aged 5-11 years.

Contact me on 01525 220703

NORTHALL & DISTRICT 
AGE CONCERN

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 8th June

at 7.30PM

Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray
Interested members of the public 

are very welcome to attend
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CSL
Charvet Services Ltd

Plumbing & Heating Engineer
40 years experience/CORGI registered

Full central heating installation, boiler changes, all heating repairs
Landlords Gas safety certifi cates

Complete plumbing service - bathroom refurbishments including tiling 
and electrical work

Underground drainage/blocked pipes etc.

Free Quotations • No call out charge • No payment until complete satisfaction

Telephone: 01525 221052   -   Mobile: 07721 625887
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr M R Jones, Dr J R Bell,
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist - Mitul Patel

Friendly, reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors, dentists and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition-Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
A range of cosmetics/baby products/seasonal goods



9

30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Slicketts Lane, Edlesborough, LU6 2JD

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
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Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Churchinvites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 8th May 2010 
10.30am to 12.30pm

Join in, relax, drink, snack, have fun,
explore the journey of faith with us

Come on in! You’ll love it!
Children’s Activities

come when you want to......
go when you want to....

See you there

We are looking for local jazz, pop, 
folk, and rock singers to perform 
in the ‘EB Festival’ music tent at 
this year’s carnival.  This should 
be a really entertaining day and 

hopefully will raise lots of money 
for Carnival funds.  If you would 
like to take part in a great music 
event on Saturday 3 July 2010, 

please telephone 01525 220535 for 
more information about auditions. 

CALLING 
ALL LOCAL 
MUSICIANS!

Churches Together would like to invite you to
A concert by a group of professional Christian musicians

 who perform a wide variety of music, including classical, rock, 
jazz, pop, ballads and opera

at Eaton Bray Village Hall
on Saturday, 17th July at 7.30 pm

(Doors open 7.00 pm)
 The evening will include a ploughman’s supper

(please bring own drinks and glasses)
Tickets: £12.50 and £10.00 (for over 60’s)

CD’s will be available for purchase
For tickets contact: Chriss (01525 222288) or Debbie (01525 221482)

Face2Face
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The
EDLESBRAY PLAYERS
Present:

Saturday 15th May 2010
at 7.30pm - Doors open 7.00pm

Eaton Bray village hall
Tickets £7.50 including Supper.
Bring your own drinks & glasses

Box offi ce opens Mon 5th April: 01525 222283

Eaton Bray Lower School

Summer Fayre
Saturday 19th June

12.00 – 2.30pm
Make a date to come along for a fun day out at our Summer Fayre. 

There’s loads to keep all the family entertained including:
 • Adult’s and children’s tombola  • Space hoppers
 • Bric-a-brac stall  • Cake stall
 • Sponge throwing  • Grab-a-bag
 • Refreshments and barbeque stall  • Face painting  
 • Photo opportunity with a famous character  • plus loads more….

Everyone’s welcome whether you have children at Eaton Bray or not.
Please come along to help support our school. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you!
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Stretch your 
child’s imagination 
in three directions 

at once
HERE’S a way to spend weekends that’ll 
have 4-18 year olds buzzing. Enrol them in 
Leighton Buzzard’s Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
School, where they learn to act, sing and dance.
The skills they learn aren’t just for the 
stage. Our students grow in confi dence and 
self-esteem, develop their creativity and 
communication and learn to be team players 
as well as rounded individuals – skills for life!
There’s no audition – all they need is 
enthusiasm.
For further information about classes or 
Stagecoach Parties please call Wendy Ashman 
on 01525 222715 or visit the website, www.
stagecoach.co.uk/leightonbuzzard

Now 
running
parties 

too!
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ST MARY’S
OPEN GARDENS

Sunday 13th June
Gardens open 12 noon until 5 p.m.
Teas, tickets, raffle and plant sale at Eaton Bray Village Hall

 Entry £4 (£3.50 in advance)
available in church from Whitsun or telephone Kay on 222849

Saturday 8th May 7.30p.m.
St Mary‛s Church, Eaton Bray
Come along and enjoy easy 

listening Jazz in this
beautiful old building

Refreshments and Licensed
Bar available

Tickets £6 in advance from 
01525 221556 or
£6.50 on the door

Proceeds to Macmillan Cancer 
Support and St Mary‛s Church
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7th Eaton Bray Village Hall
Beer and Cider Festival

Friday 4th and Saturday 5th June 2010

30 Real Ales + 2 cider‛s and 2 perry‛s
Soft drinks, bottled lager and Wine available

Hot food and BBQ available Lunchtime and evenings
Live entertainment: Friday night – Bob Thomson

Saturday afternoon Family Magic Show
Saturday evening – Jerome Chance
Fri – 6 till 11, Saturday 12 till 11

Entrance £3 by raffl e ticket
Free to CAMRA members with card proof

Eaton Bray Men’s Group
(men and women welcome)

 Dunstable:
The Town at the 

Crossroads
A talk by Paul Heley

7:45 p.m.
Wednesday 19th May 2010
Eaton Bray Methodist Chapel

Entrance £2
including tea and biscuits

Contact John Digby (01525)375229

EDaN

Classical Music Concert 
Edlesborough Church

Saturday 22nd May

7.30pm

Including the “Hunt” String Quartet by 
Mozart and the Quintet for Clarinet and 
strings by Weber as major parts of this 
attractive evening of chamber music

Tickets £7.50
(under 16s £3)

from
Alan Williams 01525 221926
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service
● Fully Insured
● Family Business
● Free Quotes
● References Available
● Window Cleaning
● Rental Cleans

● Carpet Cleaning
2 Bed Home = £60
3 Bed Home = £75
4 Bed Home = £85

Tel: 01296 437110
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979
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GATES
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Specialising in all types 
of Plumbing, Gas & Oil 
Heating including boiler 

servicing

Tel:  01296 670445
Email: plumbing@gates100a.fsnet.co.uk

GAS SAFE & OFTEC registered

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities
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Wills, Probate & Lasting 
Powers of Attorney

YOUR PRIORITIES?  YOUR REQUIREMENTS?

CALL TONY ON:  

  01525 220644 
 for a daytime or evening appointment in your home.

You receive a very personal IN–HOME service, benefit from the fullest legal protection, 
and have your documents prepared by solicitors who specialise in Family Law.
Fees are very competitive including 

A leading provider of  

  
locally & throughout  

the UK

IFW
INTERFACE WILLS

, our highly trained and experienced Regional Director,  
will ensure your Will matches your specific requirements. 
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TMS Chauffeur Services
Luton   £20.00
Heathrow T1,2,3  £50.00 
Heathrow T4,5  £55.00
Gatwick   £75.00
Stansted  £65.00

London, Theatres, Stations, Ports. 
Distance no object.

For a professional reliable service call: 
01582 667710

All Plumbing Repairs 
and Installations
Domestic & Commercial

• Dripping taps
• Sinks
• Overfl ows
• Boiler Changes 
• Cylinders & Tanks
• Immersion heaters
• Showers & Bathrooms etc
• Leaks, Bursts & Blockages
• Insurance work undertaken

No call-out charge, free estimates

D. NICHOLSON   PLUMBER

01525 872335 
Mobile: 07976 975604

Glebe Farm Cottage, Dunstable Rd, Toddington

Emergency 
Service
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James B Chadburn FBHI 
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
fi nding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: jbchadburn@lineone.net
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Garden Care
30 years experience

Traditional Garden Maintenance
and Landscape Services
Free Estimates & Advice

Telephone: 01582 704867
Mobile: 07830 286837

MON 7.45pm Brewers Hill Sch  
WED 7.45pm Queensbury Sch
THU & SAT 9.30am St Mary’s

Eaton Bray Village Hall
THU 7.30pm Leagrave Primary
Tel: Angela  01525 715208
www.bedsdancefi tness.com

*FREE CLASS WITH THIS AD*
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe and 
CORGI registered engineer from £60

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 

appliances including L.P.G.
Boiler installations, landlord Safety Certifi cates,

Power fl ushing, pre-purchase surveys and plumbing.

Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly 
advice on all of the above

Edwards Gas &
Heating Services

Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email:

stevethegas@orange.net
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Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation 

written estimate.

Fiona@wkgardenservices.co.uk

• High hedges a speciality
• Overgrown gardens cleared
• Fences erected and repaired
• Tree Lopping
• Fruit tree pruning
• Shrub trimming
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 27 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

L & J Autos
Mobile Mechanics
Servicing/MOT/Car Repairs

Free Call Out with Cost Given
All you Motoring Problems Fixed

At your Convenience.

Call us Anytime, 7 days a week
Experienced on All Vehicles,

Quality work Guaranteed with 
Great Customer Care.

Mobile:
Lee: 07825 223210

John: 07710 202190



26



27



28

Over 60’s
On April 20th our speaker was Geoffrey Travis. His talk from his time as Custom 
Offi cer was most interesting, the subject being ‘Have you anything to Declare’.
In the month of May our meeting will take place on the 18th. The details of this meeting 
will be revealed at our meeting on April 20th. and we are certain  the surprise will be 
worth waiting for.
Dagnall School
Yoga Lessons
My name is Soraya Allison and I have been teaching yoga to children at Dagnall 
School for nearly 3yrs. I have been doing yoga for about 15yrs and still remember how 
amazingly calm I felt after my fi rst class. When my children were little I noticed how 
they naturally moved into yoga postures, downward dog, squatting, sitting between 
the heels in hero and always with the most amazingly straight backs. They were my 
inspiration to start teaching yoga and it is a joy to spend so much of my time doing 
yoga with children. We head off on magical adventures and as we use our imaginations 
and weave our bodies in and out of postures I know I am passing on a gift to the next 
generation. Tools to help keep their bodies supple and strong, breathing techniques 
to calm them and most important, time to be still and quiet.  I am now doing an adult 
evening class at Dagnall Village Hall on a Tuesday evening 7:45pm until 9:15pm 
hoping to bring these same gifts to parents.  
If you would like to try Yoga, just turn up at Dagnall Village Hall on a Tuesday evening 
starting at 7:45pm or for further information on the yoga classes contact: Soraya 
Allison 07789 546795 or email soraya.allison@yahoo.co.uk.

Dagnall News

Dagnall Village Hall Committee AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the Dagnall Village Hall Management Committee will 
take place on Wednesday 19 May 2010 at 7.45pm.
All residents of Dagnall aged 18 and over are welcome to attend and eligible to vote.  
The following offi cers of the committee will be elected:
    Chairperson
    Secretary
    Treasurer
    Bookings Offi cer
Anyone wishing to stand for election to one of the offi ces may obtain a nomination 
form from the secretary (telephone 842129).
Village organisations currently represented on the committee are Dagnall Church, 
Dagnall School, Dagnall Under Fives, Dagnall Over 60’s and Dagnall Gardeners’ 
Society.  These organisations are invited to appoint a person to the committee as 
their representative.  Any village clubs or societies not currently represented on the 
committee are welcome to attend the meeting in order to seek the opportunity to 
appoint a person to the committee as their representative.
Please do make the effort to attend the AGM – it’s your village hall and you have an 
opportunity to infl uence how it is managed.  
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Sun. 2nd May 9.00 pm  Eucharist
  10.30 am Morning Service    
               6.00 pm  Evening Service 
Sun. 9th May 10.30 am Morning Service
  6.00 pm  Eucharist
Sun. 16th May 10.30 am Family Communion   
               6.00 pm  Evening Service with Holy Communion
Sun. 23rd May 10.30 am Family Service                
  6.00 pm  Sung Eucharist
Sun. 30th May 10.30 am Informal Worship 
  6.00 pm  Eucharist 
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am.

All Saints, Dagnall - Services in May 2010

Find out the facts about crime in your Neighbourhood
The website is designed to be easy to navigate and provide you with neighbourhood 
specifi c news, events, crime & incident fi gures and maps. Some fi gures are even 
displayed at postcode level so that you really know what is going on in your local area.
How i:on Bucks can help you:
• Display crime and incident fi gures for your neighbourhood in charts and tables
• See how many crimes or incidents occurred in your postcode 
• View a map of crime or incidents for your district
• Change which crime or incident type you want to know about
• See where police stations, fi re stations and hospitals are located 
• View links to other useful and relevant webpages ranging from crime reduction 

advice to how to report anti-social behaviour
• Download documents relating to how the Buckinghamshire
To contact the i:on Bucks team please call 01296 382825.
Your police and local council working together to deal with local concerns about crime 
and disorder in Buckinghamshire.

i:onBucks    www.ionbucks.info
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?
Dedicated branch owners 
Colin and Linda provide 
a professional, reliable 

and friendly service 
delivered with honesty and 

commitment.
3 Summerleys, Edlesborough  LU6 2HR

Tel: 01525 222333
www.christopherpallet.com

also at:  Aylesbury · Gt. Missenden · Haddenham
· Leighton Buzzard · Thame · Wendover 
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 (including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall)
At the April meeting the Parish Council were very pleased to welcome Mark Taylor 
who has been co-opted onto the Parish Council as representing Dagnall Ward.
Water Leak, A4146 Leighton Road, Northall 
Buckinghamshire County Council has removed the Willow tree roots from the drainage 
system and the drains will be jetted in due course. 
Speed Limit Review – Area 13
The consultation period began on 31st March and will last for 6 weeks until 14th 
May 2010. Parishioners are advised to attend Public Consultation meetings, dates of 
which will appear on the Notice Boards, or to respond to a questionnaire which can be 
completed online via www.buckscc.gov.uk/haveyoursay
Play Around the Parishes. 
The dates of the visits to Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall were referred to in the 
April issue of Focus which should have had “Further information will be on the Notice 
Boards nearer the time” at the end which, due to a publishing problem, this was put at 
the end of the Water Leak report.
Village Freighter
The Freighter will be visiting the villages of Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall on 
the following dates and times:
Edlesborough  -  Tues 18th May 12 noon – 3.30pm in the Memorial Hall car park
                          Tues 23rd Nov 7.30am – 11.00am in the Memorial Hall car park
Dagnall  Tues 18th May 7.30am – 11.00am in Dagnall Village Hall car park
 Thurs 18th Nov 7.30am – 11.00am in Dagnall Village Hall car park
Northall Wed 21st July 7.30am – 11.00 am in Northall Village Hall car park
                          Wed 24th Nov 12noon – 3.30pm in Northall Village Hall car park
The relevant notices will be put on the notice boards as soon as received..
Dates of Parish Council Meetings
The Annual General Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th May at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall commencing at 7.30pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting.
The General Purpose Committee meeting for July will be held on Thursday 1st July at 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall commencing at 7.30pm
The date of the July Parish Council Meeting has been altered to Thursday 22nd July 
2010 commencing at 7.30pm at Edlesborough Memorial Hall. There will be no August 
meeting.
Memorial Hall & Pavilion Car Parks
The Parish Council would be pleased to hear views from parishioners regarding the 
article in the April issue of ‘Focus’ for the possibility of lockable gates/barriers to be 
installed in the car parks.
Allotments
One or two allotments remain available in Edlesborough. Please contact the Clerk for 
further information. 
Litter Bin posters
The Parish Council has acquired a number of posters requesting motorists to ‘Kill 

Edlesborough Parish Council News
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their speed’ which can be stuck onto the 
green refuse bins. These will be distributed 
on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis and are 
available from the Clerk. 
Edlesborough Village Sign
Council have approved the design of the 
sign which will be on display on the Green for the May 1st celebrations.
Car Parking
Following a problem with a car parked immediately across the entrance to the 
Edlesborough Memorial Hall, thus preventing access for hirers, motorists attending 
activities held on the Green are respectfully requested to take into consideration that 
access to the Memorial Hall and entrances to neighbours’ driveways should always be 
left clear at all times.  
‘Kissing Gate’
The Council have requested a quotation to replace the ‘Kissing Gate’ by the roundabout 
on the Green adjacent to the High Street with a self-closing gate to make it easier for 
wheelchair users and children in pushchairs.
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council – Tel: 01525 220859
E-mail: parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk  
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking Secretary: Beverly Sage – Tel: 01525 229509

Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday of every month
7.30pm Memorial Hall 

Next meeting: Thurs 20th May 10

High Speed Train Meetings:
Following recent High Speed Train meetings within the Bucks area, Thames Valley 
Police have some concern over meetings that have recently been held in either local 
Village Halls / Public Halls whereby the attendance far exceeds the maximum capacity.   
This has led to a large number of people being left outside angry that they cannot enter 
and participate in the meeting resulting in police being called because of the potential 
for disorder.
We would ask those persons connected with Village and Community Halls within 
Buckinghamshire to ensure when an organiser requests to hire a venue for such a 
meetings that they have considered the number of people that could potentially attend 
and to be mindful of the maximum number of persons that can safely be accommodated 
at the venue.
We would also point out the dangers of owners of Village and Community Halls 
allowing excessive numbers within such buildings and that it is the responsibility of 
the organisers of such meetings to ensure they manage those attending with a view to 
the Police not having to be called to deal with potential disorder. 
The intention of this request is to avoid police being called to such meetings which 
adversely effects the operational capability of our normal day to day response. It is not 
intended to stop venues being hired for such meetings. 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact our Operational 
Planning Department on 01296 396210

Important Information from Th ames Valley Police
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TOP MARKS!
The opening paragraph from the OfSTED inspection report, after their 
October 2007 visit, said this about EBLS:

“Eaton Bray Lower is an outstanding school. It modestly evaluates itself 
as good with some outstanding areas, but it is better than this. Its self-
evaluation is correct in identifying strengths and areas for development. 
It provides an outstanding quality of education and care for its pupils and 
excellent value for money. Staff work exceptionally well in partnership with 
parents and the community for the benefi t of all pupils. Pupils‛ enjoyment of 
school is impressive. The supportive parents are delighted with all aspects of 
its provision. Leadership and management are outstanding. The headteacher‛s 
vision for a school at the heart of its community is shared by the highly 
committed staff and excellent governors. This is set to become more fi rmly 
realised with the building of a new nursery with facilities for the local 
community and visiting professional from children‛s services.”

Please come and visit our friendly village school. Phone 01525 220468 or 
email eaton@deal.bedfordshire.gov.uk

NOW OPEN:  EBLS Nursery with extended School provision and wrap-around 
care in a modern, light, environmentally-aware building.
Please call at the school (01525 220468) to fi nd out more.
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During a sunny Saturday in early April, The Rye Gardens was transformed from a 
uninviting, soggy meadow into a cricket ground by Mick Flecknell’s band of mostly 
willing helpers.   The day was supposedly an event for ECB sponsors ‘NatWest’ to get 
involved in local cricket, but only marketing tee-shirts arrived at the ground, and not 
the promised extra pairs of hands.  Despite this, a full quota of players made sure that 
the ground was ready for its fi rst fi xture on 17 April, versus British Airways.
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is fully prepared for the coming season, with two Saturday 
teams competing in the Four Counties League.  The club has again entered the national 
village Cup competition, having failed miserably last season.  This year Eaton Bray 
has been drawn at home to Wormley on Sunday 23 May.  The club is looking forward 
to the fi xture as it sees it as an opportunity to fl ex its muscles against some stronger 
opposition, and the winner of the tie knows it is only another seven matches until the 
fi nal, at Lords!  Spectators are warmly welcomed to attend this fi xture, with likelihood 
of a barbecue afterwards. 
Outdoor cricket practice is now in full swing on Wednesday and Friday 
evenings.  The club is always encouraging of new players and can 
accommodate extra playing or non-playing members.  If you would like 
to get involved please contact Ian Jones on 07956 340888.
MJ  

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

We hope all our children and their parents enjoyed the Easter break! We have now been 
back at the village hall for a few weeks and have enjoyed all sorts of craft activities.  
We are looking forward to lots more fun activities, including seed sowing, summer 
pictures, nature paintings and ice creams!
If you are a new parent and need to get out with your baby, why not come along and 
meet us soon, we now have a great baby corner, safe and enclosed, well equipped with 
soft toys, moses basket, play pen and everything your baby could want! Toddlers have 
plenty of push button toys, puzzles, dressing up and play fi gures and older children 
enjoy chalk boards, painting, home corner, work bench and much more. We are a 
friendly mother and toddler group, which meets each Wednesday during term time at 
1pm in Eaton Bray village hall. No booking is required, just turn up! The hall is very 
spacious and bright - a great place to let your child loose with painting, playdough and 
chalk, just the things that you may not want to do in your own home! You can even let 
us clear the mess up at the end!  
Entrance fees are only £1.50 per adult, £1 per child over one and 50p per child under 
one. Tea and coffee is served at 1.45pm, when the children sit down for a drink and a 
biscuit. We are especially grateful for all the extra cakes and cookies that parents have 
been bringing with them!  
Don’t forget we will be closed on 2nd June due to half term, reopening on 9th June.
Cheeky Monkeys is run by three volunteer parents, Sarah, 07904 348113, Louise, 07784 
165259 and Sue, 01525 222387. For enquiries please contact anyone of us. We look 
forward to welcoming you. All information is on our website, www.cheekymonkeys.
btik.com.

Cheeky Monkeys Under Fives Playtime
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Vicar: The Revd Roger Chapman
Pastoral Matters: The Revd John Heffer, 35 Pebblemoor, Edlesborough (220618)

Church Wardens: Chris Banks (221556) and Peter Bennett (221284)
I can remember wondering, when I was younger, why it was that week after week in 
church services we would say ‘Sorry’ in our Confession when, whilst not necessarily 
leading a totally blameless life, I was doing what I felt was the best I could to ‘love 
my neighbour‘.
But as I’ve grown older I’ve come to realise that Jesus’ understanding of what was 
meant by my ‘neighbour’ was rather more demanding than I had realised. He once told 
a parable, Matthew 25: 31-45, that well and truly shocked those who heard it and is 
just as telling today. Some people know the story as ‘The parable of the sheep and the 
goats’, others as ‘The fi nal judgement’. 
In the parable Jesus identifi es two sets of people. To one set of people he said “I was 
hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you 
received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care 
of me, in prison and you visited me.” The other set of people, Jesus said, did none of 
those things.
The parable reports confusion in both groups – ‘When did we see you hungry, thirsty, 
a stranger, naked, sick, in prison?’ they said. Obviously neither group could recall 
having seen Jesus in distress, but Jesus’ startling retort was “I tell you, whenever you 
did (or didn’t do) this for the least important person, you did it for me”. Jesus turns 
upside down the idea of ‘neighbour’ – not just the person who lives next door but any 
person, anywhere, and especially those who are the most vulnerable and most in need.
On that sort of scale I recognise that there defi nitely are times when I have, in the 
words of one of our Confessions, seen the ill-treatment of others and have not gone to 
their aid; when, through the actions of governments and big business, I have condoned 
evil and dishonesty and failed to strive for justice. It is too easy for us to turn a blind 
eye to the suffering infl icted on the poor peoples around the world so that we in the rich 
nations can live the comfortable lifestyles to which we have become accustomed. The 
church talks a lot about the hope of life after death, but many of the world’s poorest 
peoples get little chance to experience life before death.
Well, this month there is no excuse for turning our back on the world’s poorest people, 
for the week from 9-15 May is Christian Aid Week This is our opportunity to help 
people around the world to keep hope alive, through helping with the house to house 
collections or simply by being generous in our giving.
Please don’t ignore the cries of the world’s neediest people.
Gordon, Reader at St Mary’s Eaton Bray

Eaton Bray with Edlesborough Parish News

As a result of the ongoing uncertainty concerning our Vicar’s health and eventual 
return to Parish duties, temporary arrangements have now been put in place with the 
help of the Diocese of St Albans to provide additional support for this parish and its 
inhabitants.

Parish of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am   HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am – WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less 
formal service for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a 
service where Holy Communion is offered, there is a Family 
Communion at 10.30am at All Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where 
visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS : 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm   Toddlers’ Church (2nd Tuesday)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Canon Christine Farrington, a retired Priest resident in Redbourn, has agreed to assist 
us for the foreseeable future, and to support the work of St Mary’s and All Saints’ 
churches.
She will become a key point of contact for parish queries and to advise and assist 
those who are involved either in parish pastoral mission – such as sick or bereavement 
visiting – or in outreach or contact with those outside the family of St Mary’s.
The Revd John Heffer will, of course, still be closely involved in the day-to-day life 
of the church and it is hoped that the new arrangements will benefi t and support his 
pastoral work.
Churchwardens

St Mary’s Parochial Church Council Meeting, 11th March, 2010
The members of the PCC continue to pray for Revd Roger Chapman and his family.
Canon Malcolm Grant has invited members of St. Mary’s to attend a service to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of his ordination. This is at All Saints’ Church, Leighton 
Buzzard on Sunday, 23rd May 2010 at 9.15 am.
The APCM will be held in Eaton Bray Village Hall on Tuesday, 20th April. The fi rst 
part of the meeting to elect Churchwardens will start at 7.45 pm. The AGM itself will 
start at 8.00 pm. There will be vacancies for  new members of the PCC. Nominations 
are invited from Church members; forms can be obtained from the secretary.
The Fairtrade breakfast attracted a steady fl ow of people and raised £139.
Attention was drawn to forthcoming events as follows: a review by the Edlesbray 
Players on 15th May, a Christian Aid concert on 16th June and a concert by Face2Face 
on 17th July.
The Parish Offi ce will no longer be manned on Friday afternoons.
There will be a service on Ascension Day, 13th May, at 8.00 pm led by Revd John 
Heffer.
There is a proposal that a volunteer from Careforce could be employed to 
work in all seven parishes of the North Chilterns Group, This proposal has 
been accepted by the PCC and will be developed over the coming year.
Church Mouse
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Here is the latest Wing South Neighbourhood update from Police Community Support 
Offi cer (PCSO) Christine Baker.
Recent news 
On Wednesday 10 March we held a ‘Have Your Say’ meeting at the Café in the park 
in Wingrave.  If you were unable to attend this meeting but have an issue you wish to 
discuss with us do contact us via 08458 505505 or email us at WINGSOUTHNHPT@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  
The CoP Card scheme which all Year 6 pupils at Edlesborough, Cheddington, Wingrave 
and Brookmead Schools are participating in started on 22 March. This is a police and 
community scheme that is running in all Buckinghamshire schools and involves pupils 
being involved in community activities. Each child will have to collect stickers to 
place on their cards. Stickers are awarded for completing tasks, challenges or attending 
events.
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) information
Speeding - PCSOs Dodson and Baker used the Speed Indicator Device (SID) to access 
speeding in Winslow Road Wingrave. The results showed that there is a problem here 
and the neighbourhood team will be returning soon with the speed gun.
Parking - It was discussed and agreed that areas across the Wing South neighbourhood 
would be researched to see which streets were having big issues with parking and at 
the next NAG meeting it could be decided how to best tackle these issues. Still under 
review.
Fly-tipping – The car park at Pitstone Windmill has now been cleared of all rubbish 
and signs have been erected informing people not to fl y-tip or leave valuables on 
display. 
Fly-tipping costs council tax payers and private land owners in Buckinghamshire:

• up to £1 million per year to clean up.  
• it also costs us all a poorer environment.  

In Buckinghamshire the Illegal Dumping Costs campaign (run jointly by the local 
councils as the Waste Partnership for Buckinghamshire and supported by Thames 
Valley Police) brings those costs back to the dumpers themselves:

• Over 135 offenders have been convicted in Buckinghamshire since 2006 at a 
rough average of one every 10 days.

This has helped change the fl y-tipping problem in the county from a run away 10% 
annual increase ten years ago, to a one third reduction since 2003. Nearly half of all 
convictions have resulted from evidence supplied by eye witnesses to the offence:
If you believe you are witnessing someone fl y-tipping, please take and write down 
the vehicle registration number and report what you have seen as soon as you can 
to:

• The Waste Partnership on 0845 330 1856
• by email to illegaldumpingcosts@buckscc.gov.uk or 
• on line at www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk

Illegal dumping often results from a waste producer (including householders) paying 
casual callers to remove their waste without making the required checks to ensure that 

Th ames Valley Police Update
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the waste carrier is legally authorised to remove the waste.  
To check that the waste carrier is authorised, please

•  call the Environment Agency on 08708 506 506 or
•  check on line at www2.environment-agency.gov.uk/epr/

The publicity campaign promotes that we must all (even at home) do all we can to 
ensure that the waste carrier is authorised.  It has been the law since 2005 and if we 
don’t make sure we are using a registered carrier (please keep a record of who they 
are and how they may be contacted or their vehicle number) then we risk a fi ne if our 
waste is dumped illegally by that person.
Help us prevent fl y-tipping.  

See it… report it… call 0845 330 1856
Offenders bought to justice
On 7 March, a 19-year-old male from Leighton Buzzard was issued with an £80 pound 
fi ne for possession of cannabis in Northall. 
On 20 March, Jessie Loveridge aged 31 from Repton Close, Luton was charged for 
breaking into a vehicle in the car park at Ivinghoe Beacon, Ivinghoe. 
On 25 March, a 34-year-old male from Albert Road, Luton was arrested and charged 
for possessing cannabis on the Marsworth Road, Pitstone.
Crime statistics
For more information about the crime fi gures in the Wing South area please visit http://
maps.police.uk/ 
At the time of writing this newsletter the offi cial crime fi gures for March are not 
available however I will comment on the crimes we know about at this time. There 
were six theft from vehicle offences reported, three of which were in the beauty 
spot car parks. There were no robberies and one attempted house burglary. We had 
seven burglaries to out buildings which is a reduction of three burglary offences from 
February. From the statistics we have to hand we expect a reduction in crime this 
month which is good news. 
Anti-social behaviour
In Cheddington this month we received a report of two cars racing up and down 
the High Street. One resident in Pitstone had eggs and oranges thrown at their front 
door whilst another in Wingrave had pasties and other food smeared over their car. 
Another Wingrave resident heard a knock on their door and when they answered it 
they discovered fi shing line tied to it and several young people were heard running 
away. The reel was left behind and is now being kept at Wing Police Offi ce. If you are 
missing a fi shing reel please get in touch with us.
We have also received several calls from Wingrave about young people playing 
football in the street. This has been happening mainly in the evenings when residents 
are home from work and expecting a relaxing evening. There are good facilities in the 
village for playing football and we would ask parents to ensue their children use these 
and not the streets where the constant bouncing of balls disturbs other residents.
Steer clear of car crime across Aylesbury Vale 
If you’re thinking of taking advantage of the sunny weather with a walk in the 
Buckinghamshire countryside, don’t let thieves spoil it for you. 
Although vehicle crime in the Vale is one of the lowest rates across the entire Thames 
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Valley, AVDC and Thames Valley Police are asking residents to spare a thought for car 
security when visiting beauty spots in the coming months.  
The misconception is that by parking in the middle of nowhere, possessions will be 
safer but the truth is that a quieter setting provides the perfect opportunity for a thief.  
Don’t give thieves an easy opportunity. Follow the steps below to protect your car and 
valuables….

• Securely look all doors and shut windows and sunroofs, even if you’re leaving 
your car for just a few minutes

• Don’t leave anything on display in your car, even a coat can be tempting
•  Take all valuables with you – do not leave them in the glove box, in the boot or 

under the seat, this is the fi rst place a thief will look
For a car air freshener or a ‘no valuables have been left in this car’ sign please call 
into customer services at Aylesbury Vale District Council, 66 High Street, Aylesbury 
or visit the AVDC desk at the Buckingham Centre, Verney Close, Buckingham. 
Information is also available at www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/communitysafety    
If you are unable to travel due to a disability, please contact the Council on 
01296 585615 and we can arrange to post the item.
Council and Police working together to reduce crime and disorder.  
Up and coming events
The Local Area Forum is being held in the Memorial Hall, Edlesborough on Thursday 
29 April. A drop-in session will be held before the main meeting between 5pm and 
6pm. Members of the public are encouraged to call in and speak to their neighbourhood 
policing team.
Annual parish meetings are being held in Edlesborough on 15 April; Marsworth 
on 20 April and Pitstone on 27 April. The Wing South neighbourhood team will be 
represented by either PCSO Chris Baker or PC Jared Levens who will give an annual 
police report for each village. 
We will be holding a ‘Have Your Say’ meeting on Saturday 17 April between 10.30am 
and 12.30pm at the coffee morning at All Saint’s Church, Dagnall. All residents across 
the Wing South area are invited to come and “Have their Say” and speak to their 
local policing team. We would particularly like to see local residents from Dagnall so 
that they can inform us of any issues that are concerning them at this time. A similar 
meeting will be held in Cheddington on Monday 24 May at 7pm in the Methodist 
church schoolroom.
These meetings are an ideal opportunity for local residents to speak to their local police 
offi cers and PCSOs about any local issues. No appointment is necessary, just turn up 
and speak to your local offi cers. Further meetings will be publicised locally and on the 
force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call 
us on the police non emergency number 0845 8 505505 or email  WingSouthNHPT@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email address cannot be used to contact 
Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any 
urgent matters. Alternatively you can visit the force 
website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk to view 
information on your neighbourhood.
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 Monday - Friday 9.25 am - 12.00 noon
 Tuesday & Thursday      12.45 pm - 3.15 pm
 Tuesday Lunch Club  12 noon - 12.45pm 
“The quality of teaching and learning is good. Children are actively involved in their learning, 
play independently and are assisted by staff to develop their confi dence.” “Group times at all 
sessions were very positive experiences for all the children and enjoyed by all present.” “Children 
of all ages have the opportunity to develop their skills in all areas, supported by a dedicated staff 
team.” “Children are encouraged to make choices and decisions throughout the day, supported by 
a staff team that know them well.”
These are just a few of the comments made in our fi fth OFSTED Report (March 2008 - 
available via our website). The report refl ects the high quality of learning on offer to all 
children at Edlesborough Under 5’s and highlighted the quality of teaching by the staff. 
We are currently operating a waiting list for 2 to 4½ year olds. If you would like to pop 
in for a look around, please phone Tracey on 07854 939226 between 9am - 12 noon, to 
arrange an appointment. A warm welcome awaits you.

For registration details or to place your child on the waiting list,
please phone Sue Pickering on 01525 222199

“We are an Equal Opportunities Employer”     www.edlesboroughunder5s.org.uk

FRANÇAIS

Very experienced qualifi ed 
teacher and lecturer in French

MA.PGCE.FHEA

Native speaker

Offers French tuition for 
revision, study at all levels:

GCSE, A/S and A Level, 
Oxbridge entrance, Degree level 

and Up-skilling teachers

Please contact: 01525 220740
or Email:

catherine.wendeler@googlemail.com
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We have now held two Cafe Community Saturday mornings and the response has been 
encouraging. The freshly brewed coffee, the smell of bacon in the air, the friendly 
chatter, the live music and the busy children’s activities corner have all contributed 
to make this a special time for our Chapel. 
Our thanks go to everyone who has helped 
in any way and especially to all the village 
folk who have come along and supported 
us. Our next CAFE COMMUNITY will be 
on SATURDAY MAY 8th from 10.30 am 
until 12.30pm. If you have not yet tried it, 
come along and see what its all about.  

Eaton Bray Methodist Church

Our village Easter Egg Hunt was a fabulous success with the weather thankfully 
staying dry. The clues covered a wider area this year including the Ford, The Bell 
pub and the Eaton Bray triangle. This gave everyone plenty of exercise and worked 
up good appetites for the tasty refreshments available at the memorial hall at the end, 
including the very popular bacon rolls. 
The colouring competition was judged by Claire from Edlesborough Stores & the 
winners were Alex Colclough for age 2-4, Harry Stanbridge for age 5 and Bryony 
Sweeby for ages 6-7
The winners’ pictures are displayed in the shop. There were no pictures from anybody 
aged 8+ so we changed the age bands.
 Winners of other activities were: 

Guess the weight of the Easter cake (1750g) - Maddy Mead 
Guess the name of the Easter bunny (Blair) - Grace Blackmore
Guess number of eggs in jar (70) - James Carr

A big thank you to everybody involved for all their help & support.

Edlesborough Under 5’s - Easter Egg Hunt

Our community choir, now offi cally called “The Dagnall Community Choir”, is 
beginning to produce recognisable music.
Stuart Harding, our revered Choir Master and chief entertainer (when a member 
recently asked about their notes he remarked “Notes notes? We don’t worry about 
notes here”) is slowly knocking us into some sort of shape and on the odd occasion, 
when we all get our parts right at the same time, we make an amazing sound.
We are learning songs from popular shows, Oklahama, Cats, Les Miserables, West Side 
Story, Fiddler on the Roof etc. and are now preparing for our fi rst public “performance” 
at the EDaN Arts Festival planned for May with not a little trepidation.
We have become a fairly large Choir but will always welcome more. If you are looking 
for an uplift (and who isn’t these days?) there is no fi ner way than singing.
We meet every Monday in Dagnall Church, (by the roundabout), at 7:45 until 9:45pm 
with a short break for tea. Geoff Ward 01442 843515 or Val Lumley 01442 842214 will 
be pleased to handle any enquiries.

Let Th ere Be Music!

Eaton Bray
Parish Council Meetings
1st Monday of each month
7:30pm The Coffee Tavern

Annual Parish Meeting: Mon 10th May
Annual General Meeting: Tue 11th May
Parish Council Meeting: Mon 7th June
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SATURDAY 8TH MAY 2010

ATTRACTIONS:

• Heart FM Radio (hosted by Babs)

• Rodeo Bull & Bouncy Castle
• Gladiators & Human Bungy Run
• Fun Dog Show (any dog welcome)

• Craft & Bric-A-Brac Stalls

• Bowling & Golf Games
• Five-A-Side Football
• Coconut Shy
• All Day Hog Roast & BBQ
• Bars & Food Stalls
• Real Ales
• Local Displays in Main Arena
• Drawing Competition Gallery
• Live Jazz Band 6pm till 9pm

• And Much More... 11am till late

TOTTERNHOE FETE
on the Recreation Ground

Enquiries for Stalls 
Tel: 01582 476887 or 07989 421069
Email: fete@totternhoecc.org.uk

To be opened by DAN MAGNESS
Keepy Uppy World Record Holder*

* Subject to professional engagements
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The new high speed rail route
You will be aware of the Government’s proposals for the high speed rail route, which  
would cross parts of the Chilterns AONB where various options are being explored 
to lessen any environmental impact. The route would leave London via the Ruislip 
area, making use of an existing rail corridor. It would then cross the Chilterns in the 
Aylesbury direction, partly in tunnel before following the route of the A413 past 
Wendover, passing to the south west of Aylesbury.
AVDC held a Special Council Meeting on 14th April to consider their response to the 
consultation on the Exceptional Hardship Scheme. They believe that the rail route 
would be extremely damaging to the Vale.   
Waterside Theatre
By now you will be aware that the new Waterside Theatre is due to open in Aylesbury 
on Tuesday 12th October with the Northern Ballet’s Swan Lake, something not to 
be missed. Future shows will include Evita, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat, and the pantomime will be Cinderella. Tickets will be available on 0844 
871607.
Cash help for village businesses
Aylesbury Vale District Council is hoping to boost the number of rural businesses 
taking advantage of grants available to help protect the future of everyday services.  
Administered by the council, the Vital Villages grant scheme provides funding for 
projects such as physical improvements to premises, the purchase of equipment to 
enhance services, marketing activities and staff training.
Grants of up to £5,000 are currently available. Applicants must be able to show how 
the project benefi ts their community and be able to fund half the costs of the project 
themselves.  For example a grant of £5,000 was awarded to the North Marston Village 
Shop Committee to help towards setting up a community shop. Residents have been 
without a local shop since 1984 and the nearest supermarket is some distance away.
For more information about the Vital Villages grant criteria and eligibility, call Mena 
Caldbeck on 01296 585657, email mcaldbeck@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk, or visit www.
aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/vitalvillages
Nominate your Village Pub of the Year
If you’d like to nominate your local for the 2010 Aylesbury Vale Village Pub 
Competition, go to our website or look out for nomination forms in your local pub. 
There are a number of categories you can nominate for, so whether your local is a true 
community pub, great for families, a fantastic gastro pub or just an all round great 
place to visit be sure to nominate them. Go to www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/pubcomp 
or call (01296) 585165. Nominations close on 30 April 2010.
Want to join the voluntary pub judging panel? Email leisureservices@aylesburyvaledc.
gov.uk or telephone (01296) 585165 and state in less than 40 words why you would be 
a valued addition to the panel.
Make a Splash without Flashing the Cash
More and more people are enjoying fun and fi tness at their local pool thanks to the 
work of Aylesbury Vale District Council and organisations in Aylesbury Vale. For 

News from Terry Jones
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those 60 and over there’s the opportunity 
to enjoy free swimming (conditions apply) 
until 1 April 2011 and for those adults 
looking to learn to swim, develop their 
technique or try a fun water-based activity, 
the Make a Splash programme provides a 
wide range of opportunities available at 
specially discounted prices. See below for 
more information:
The Aqua Vale Swimming & Fitness 
Centre, Aylesbury (01296 488555) www.
aquavale.com Swan Pool & Leisure 
Centre, Buckingham (01280 817 500) 
www.swanpool.org
Aylesbury Vale Community Chest
Project Grants up to £25,000 continue to 
be assessed three times a year, the next 
closing date is 9th July 2010.  Microgrants 
up to £1,000 are reviewed every month. 
250 grants have been awarded to local 
voluntary and community groups since the 
fund launched in March 2007.
The next round of Three Year Revenue  
Funding from the Community Chest launched on 5th April 2010. Funding is accessible 
for any charity, community group or social enterprise providing services to residents 
of Aylesbury Vale. This is a two-phase application process for funding up to £25,000 
per year from 2011-14.
In the fi rst round covering 2008-11, seventeen organisations applied, and nine grants 
ranging from £7,500 - £25,000 per year were awarded. Phase I applications are due in 
by 11th June 2010. The 3YR funding stream will not reopen until 2013 (for funding 
from 2014-17), so please ensure eligible organisations in your area don’t miss this 
deadline.
For further information about any of the grants available or to add your name to the 
waiting list for a 3YR application pack, please contact the Community Chest grants 
offi cer, Sarah Rothwell, 01296 585634, srothwell@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk
Would You Like To Help Families With Young Children?
Barnardo’s Support 4 Parents offers families a helping hand at a time when they are 
experiencing diffi culties. We need volunteers who are warm, supportive and know 
what family life is like with young children. We ask that you visit a family on a weekly 
basis for 2-3 hours following an initial training course. To fi nd out more, please call 
01494 521189/442910, email nina.coles@barnardos.org.uk or visit www.barnardos.
org.uk
Terry Jones,
AVDC Councillor for Edlesborough, Northall, Dagnall, Ivinghoe Aston 
Email tjones@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk, Telephone 01296 630062  Mobile 07884121657

ASPARAGUS
Home grown, freshly 
picked and delicious 

At Bull Lake Farm,
Ford End, Ivinghoe,
Leighton Buzzard,

LU7 9EA
Ring 01296 668175 at
the end of April for

availability and directions
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The new tennis season is really hotting up with the fi rst of our 
competitive matches against other clubs in the South Beds 
league having taken place in late April. We have particularly 
high hopes of success this year, not because the Men’s D team 
have been training especially hard; far from it in fact, unless 

training includes long nights of liquid relaxation in the White Horse and an unhealthily 
large number of chicken curries with extra poppadoms. No, our hopes are based on 
quality, youth and dramatically increased skill sets. Just like University Challenge, 
but without Paxman. We have ourselves a new coach! Not the old 52 seater charabanc 
variety that lumbers painfully from A to B, but a young, single seater, nimble footed 
type by the name of Sara Leavy. She arrives courtesy of Nick Boys who remains ‘head’ 
coach, just like Len Goodman is ‘head’ judge, but he can’t play tennis. Mind you, have 
you ever seen Nick on a dance fl oor? Altogether now – ‘He is not graceful - graceful 
he is… not’! Let’s have a look at the old scoreboard. I’ll clear this place. 
Those of you up on the tennis scene may have already heard of Sara. She’s been 
playing tennis since the age of four and has represented the county continuously over 
the years, and started playing for the ladies teams at the age of 12. That’s the full 
Ladies teams, not the 12 and unders! She has been county number one in her age 
group since she was eight. That’s even better than the captain of our Men’s D team . 
Sara has played at club, county and national levels and at the age of 18 was given a 
full scholarship to America at the University of Tennessee at Martin. In the four years 
Sara spent in America she consistently played in the top two positions on the team 
for both singles and doubles. In 2006 she was awarded Freshman of the Year in the 
Ohio Valley Conference and in 2009 she was Athlete of the Year at her University. As 
a coach, Sarah started at the age of, yes you’ve guessed it, 12, where she was a tennis 
assistant at Linslade Tennis Club. Sara has experience of coaching children and adults 
of varying standards and for the last 3 years has coached at a summer tennis camp at 
the University of Pepperdine in Malibu, California. 
As you can imagine, we’re extremely lucky to have secured the services of Sara, and 
with the long hot summer days approaching (well in Spain anyway) there can be no 
better time to ‘come back to tennis’. Or even try it for the fi rst time, so you can play 
along in your head whilst watching Wimbledon. It’ll be nice to see you, to see you 
nice! Keep an eye out for details of our annual Play Tennis Day up at the courts on 
Saturday 19th June. This is a free tennis taster session for both adults (who are higher, 
higher) and children (who are lower, lower), members and non-members, so bring 
along as many friends and family as you can muster; we’ll have spectacular offers 
available for any new members joining on the day! There’ll be lots of fun tennis related 
good games good games, activities, competitions such as Fastest Serve and Longest 
Rally against the Coach (you must manage more than two, as you get nothing for a 
pair, not in this game), free giveaways, hopefully some tennis equipment and clothes 
for sale, plus our famous BBQ (I’m in charge, and there’ll be up to 48 menu options)! 
Our ball machine may make a special appearance too... so come along and have some 
fun for a few hours, even if just to sit in the sun with a burger and chips (bring your 
own chips…)

Eaton Bray Lawn Tennis Club
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More details of other events to come soon, including our Club Final’s Day in September, 
more Round Robins, and another Quiz Night on Saturday 23rd October. The fun just 
never stops at EBLTC…!
For any further information about the club, including when we get together for our 
social tennis sessions up at the School Lane courts, or our various activities, you can 
visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; Alternatively please call Chairman Bernadette 
Hillman on 01525 222531, Coach Sara Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all out 
and I’m not out at my Bruce Forsyth Appreciation Society meeting, me, Andy Cross 
on 01582 477114. Thanks for being such great readers; you’re so much better than last 
month’s.  

Edlesborough School ContributionsEdlesborough School Contributions

Year 3 and Year 4 Romans Work
Year 3 and Year 4 pupils at Edlesborough School  have spent the Spring  term studying 
the Romans. They enjoyed dressing up as Romans for a Roman Day and meeting the 
soldiers of Legion XV111. The children have also visited Verulamium Museum at St 
Albans and experienced handling Roman artefacts. Much of their literacy has been 
linked to the Romans.
Extracts from a persuasive leafl et for the Roman Baths by Alex Sibley, Year 3
The Caldarium
Visit our cleansing, cleaning caldarium! Do you need a clean? Do you need a soothing 
hot bath? Come to our scorching Caldarium, the perfect, hottest Caldarium in Rome! 
You will sweat so much you will feel like you have been fl ooded by water. Our slaves 
for the Caldarium will rub you with oil and scrape you with the strigil to perfection. 
You will defi nitely be amazed by how hot it is, it will clear out all the dirt still left in 
your pores as they open out.
The Frigidarium
Visit our fabulous, freezing Frigidarium! Want something refreshing? Then come to 
our last bath, the super frigidarium! Make yourself at home, the slaves will look after 
you. Have a swim. It is the coldest room ever, no other place is colder! Don’t stop and 
look at it, just jump in. Feel it refresh you.
Extracts from information writing about Roman Soldiers by Ocean ....... in year 4
Weapons
Roman forts were defended by ballistas, these were huge catapults that fi red iron bolts. 
The Roman soldiers had all kinds of weapons, the biggest weapons they had were 
siege towers, battering rams and catapults. The smallest weapon they had was a dagger 
which was like a mini sword.
Duties 
In their spare time Roman Soldiers had to clean their weapons. This had 
to be done regularly. If they were late for work they had to clean the 
lavatories (that was given as a punishment).
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Held in Th e Coff ee Tavern on Monday 12th April 2010 at 7:30pm
Central Bedfordshire Representative/s
Ward Cllr Marion Mustoe wanted to raise the awareness of Dog Wardens, who work 
for Central Bedfordshire; they can be contacted/called upon by residents to patrol areas 
of concern with regards to dog nuisance.  Residents need to call the main Central 
Bedfordshire Council enquiry line 0300 300 8632 and then ask for the Dog Wardens 
for this area.  Ward Cllr Ken Janes reported a number of fl y tipping incidents in the 
parish recently and asked that if residents see any incidents of fl y tipping to contact 
Customer Services at Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 8000 who will then 
deal with the matter accordingly.
Police Report
There have been 13 recorded crimes for the month.  PC Dady wanted to remind all 
residents that they can view Crime Maps for the area on the Bedfordshire Police Online 
website:
http://maps.police.uk/view/bedfordshire/central-bedfordshire/leighton-buzzard-rural/
eaton-bray-totternhoe
Miscellaneous Items
Ransom Strip/Mill End Close – The Parish Council were asked if they were in 
receipt of documentation confi rming the named contact regarding this land. The 
Clerk confi rmed that to date no such letter/documentation has been received and will 
make further enquiries to those involved for documentation showing legal ownership/
representation for this land.  
Speed Limits - The Clerk confi rmed she is in communication with Central Bedfordshire 
Council as to the processes required for the implementation of speed limits/restrictions 
on the village roads.
Golf Signs/Litter Bins at School Lane Recreation Ground – The Parish Council 
are looking into placing signs at the entrance to the recreation ground (Wallace Drive 
entrance) stating NO golf, NO horse riding, NO motorised wheeled vehicles. A litter 
bin located near the car park is poorly situated and needs to be located to a more 
suitable location.  The Parish Council is looking at a more suitable location for this bin 
to be sited within the recreation ground.
Future Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting Dates
(1) Annual Parish Meeting: Monday 10th May 2010, 7:30pm at The Coffee Tavern
(2) Annual Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council: Tuesday 11th May 2010, 7:30pm 

at The Coffee Tavern
(3) Parish Council Meeting: Monday 7th June 2010, 7:30pm at The Coffee Tavern
Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website.
Contact Details For Eaton Bray Parish Council/Clerk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answer phone]
Parish Offi ce: 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD [Tel 01525 222601/Email 
clerk@ebpc.co.uk]

Highlights Of Th e Meeting For Eaton Bray Parish Council



49

May 22nd 7.30 pm
I hope you saved the date! The EDaN team is pleased to confi rm the fi rst 
concert in the EDaN Festival of the Arts initiative for the villages. This 
classical concert will include the “Hunt” String Quartet by Mozart and 
the wonderfully romantic Quintet for Clarinet and strings by Weber as 
major parts of this attractive evening of chamber music.

Jenny Nelson - clarinet
Edward Davies and Gillian Secret - violins

Robert Secret - viola
Julian Metzger - cello

The concert, part of the popular Aylesbury Vale ‘Music in Quiet Places’ programme for 
2010, will commence at 7.30 pm on Saturday 22 May at St Mary the Virgin Church, 
Edlesborough. This is a ticketed event and tickets must be purchased in advance. 
Tickets may be obtained from your local ticket agent in Edlesborough, Alan Williams 
Tel 01525 221926 (cash or cheques only please!) or email ajrwilliams@hotmail.com 
for a copy of the booking form. Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £3.00 for under 16s. 
Tickets may also be obtained from  the booking offi ce in Aylesbury using credit cards 
on 01296 585210, or by returning the booking form from the back of the programme 
(that you may come across in various AVDC locations) to AVDC Leisure, 66 High 
Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 1SD. 
Tickets are limited so don’t delay! Please support this event. You will be supporting 
EDaN, Aylesbury Vale Arts and the aims of the Churches Conservation Trust as well 
as having an evening of fi ne music. We hope to hold more music events at the church 
in the future catering for different interests.

Classical Music Concert at Edlesborough Church

Members and visitors joined together on Wednesday 14th April and were welcomed 
by Deirdrea. 
The afternoon’s devotions were led by Jenny Hewett and birthday cards presented to 
Celia, Joan Thorne and Chris Biggs.
Deirdrea then talked through the outstanding business items, before introducing the 
speaker, Christine Horn, who would demonstrate ‘arranging Spring fl owers’.
Christine showed various smaller arrangement incorporating stunning fl owers and 
foliage, textures and colours, style and focal points, evidence of a talented lady. There 
were many oohs and aahs as each completed arrangement was shown. Christine was 
thanked by Deirdrea and presented with a gift and thank you card by Marjorie Mann.
A ‘Spring Special’ themed tea followed, which was greatly enjoyed by all, then the 
fl ower arrangements were raffl ed, with a delighted response from those who won them 
(and envious glances from those who did not win).
The next meeting to be held on Wednesday 12th May at 2.00pm, will be spent enjoying 
afternoon tea at the home of Joan Chappell, with the speaker being Jenny Moody of 
the Luton Ladies Refuge Centre. There will be a raffl e and bring and buy stall.
Any queries please contact Deirdrea on 210426.

St Mary’s Ladies Guild
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The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association, SSAFA Forces Help, the 
oldest of our military charities, reached  its 125th anniversary on 13th February 2010. 
It was  founded in 1885 to support the second expeditionary force to Egypt. Over the 
course of more than a century SSAFA has adapted and evolved to meet the changing 
needs of our armed forces and their families, not least in incorporating the RAF soon 
after the end of World War I.
As the number of fatalities and serious injuries sustained in Afghanistan , the latest of 
more than twenty military confl icts since WWII, continues  to rise, SSAFA still plays 
a vital role  in helping service families to come to terms with loss and life-changing 
injuries. Our two Norton Homes allow injured troops to spend time with their loved 
ones away from the hospital environment, giving them the chance to enjoy something 
akin to normal family life together - dining, watching fi lms, short outings, talking and 
planning for the future.
Other forms of support include teams of social workers and health professionals, 
respite homes for families in diffi culty, a housing advice service, holidays for disabled 
children.  Anyone with any length of military service, however long ago, and  any of 
his or her dependants, qualifi es for help throughout  their lives.  
SSAFA shares responsibility for this national provision with other military charities, 
including some, such as the Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes, with very 
high profi les SSAFA’s unique, if lower, profi le’ contribution is  in the direct contact 
between our volunteer caseworkers and individuals in diffi culty. Caseworkers are 
expertly trained in the specifi c knowledge and skills needed to respond sensitively 
to a wide range of problems, whether practical, fi nancial or emotional, and to secure 
appropriate help. 
Teams of caseworkers are located in every county and city area in the United Kingdom. 
In Buckinghamshire, we currently have about 45 caseworkers who handle some 350 
to 400 clients a year and probably help more than that because relief for one person 
very often means relief for other members of the family. SSAFA Bucks is here for 
Buckinghamshire people. 
We need help - in three ways:
1. More clients.  Despite our constant publicity we suspect that there are more people 

in  our communities who would qualify for help but who do not come forward.  
Any help from readers in bringing our service to the attention of potential clients 
would be much appreciated.  

2. More volunteers - for casework or for other roles in publicity, fund-raising, 
counselling or general help as a home visitor - would be welcome.

3. Donations supporting the work of the Bucks team would be gratefully received.
Cheques should be made payable to SSAFA Forces Help Bucks and 
sent to Edward Pepper, 7 Horn Street Winslow, Bucks MK18 3AP
For all other queries please call 01844 218349, in confi dence.
John Lambert, Publicity Offi cer, SSAFA Bucks

Th e Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association
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Tel: 01525 222145
Mobile: 07971 559185

Lee Hutt
Heating and Plumbing Services

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION INCLUDING TILING

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
AND ALL REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
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Our Easter Egg hunt raised £450! A huge thank you to all who helped 
to make it such a success.
Thanks for all the CANS! CANS! CANS! And more CANS please!

We are still collecting aluminium cans which we can recycle for cash. Please put 
in the collecting bins at Janes shop in Edlesborough or at the Village Store in 
Eaton Bray. Every single can helps! If you have larger quantities then please get 
in touch and we will collect them from you. (N.B. Pepsi cans are not aluminium 
so unfortunately we can’t use them!)

We can also recycle used printer and toner cartridges, mobile phones and PDAs 
and would welcome any unwanted gifts, raffl e prizes or bric-a-brac. If you 
leave us a message on jamboree@centreboard.net or 07966 201852 we will 
arrange to collect items from you.

We are running a refreshment stall at Garden Scene in The Rye most weekends 
in May. Enjoy a hot drink and something to eat while you browse for your 
spring plants. 

We will be at the Festival on the Green in Edlesborough on 1st May with a 
Teddy Tombola and at Totternhoe Fete on 8th May. Look out for our stall and 
come and speak to us to fi nd out more.
Thank you for your continued support.

Matthew Johnson, Miguel Garcia,  James Tate,
Gemma Johnson, and Cody Plaats 

At the start of our recent meeting a card was read from Peter, Linda Green’s 
partner, thanking us for the donations to the charities in memory of Linda, and 
offering any help he could give us in the future.
Our speaker was Zena Dickinson, whose talk was on the history of Luton Hoo. 

She started to work there in 1985 in a very old fashioned offi ce which was one of many 
divisions. Money was badly needed in the upkeep of Luton Hoo. As an example, Zena 
said that in her offi ce there was one very dated typewriter to share between two ladies.
Zena gave a history of the house, during which time it had many owners and also 
money problems. Some years ago she was asked to ‘look after’ the house for a year 
which, in fact, ran into eight years. During this time a number of fi lms were made 
there, including Four Weddings and a Funeral. Zena helped to set up the arrangements, 
which provided a large amount of money for Luton Hoo. She remembers seeing many 
of the stars during the fi lming, particularly during lunch breaks, etc.
From 1997-99 the house was closed with only Zena and Keith, the gardener, in 
attendance. In 1999 it was bought and refurbished as a hotel and, up to the present 
time, the transformation appears to have ‘saved’ the old building. Wedding receptions, 
conferences and afternoon teas provide some of the attractions now.
Later in the month twenty-fi ve members went to see “Calendar Girls” at Milton Keynes 
Theatre, and thoroughly enjoyed this amusing play.

Edlesborough W.I.
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Friday June 4th and Saturday 5th June
Who would have thought, when we held our fi rst Beer Festival back in 2004 with just 
12 barrels of Real Ale and a Cider and Perry, that we would get to where we are today!
We are, this year, having 30 barrels of Ale, 2 types of Cider (5 barrels) and 2 Perrys. It 
is our hope that with an extra 5 barrels of beer and more cider, over last year, we will 
not sell out prior to closing time on Saturday!
We are doing the usual things, on Friday, great music from around 8pm, Saturday 
afternoon a Children’s magician, so bring the family down, see the show and then 
enjoy the sun (it has been booked for both days) whilst sipping a beer and overlooking 
what can only be described as the best view of any hall in Bedfordshire (or should that 
now be Central Beds?).
In the evening more fantastic music to while the time away.
If you are getting hungry then we will be doing superb burgers and sausages from 
Hines the Butchers, along with jacket potatoes and other goodies.
And if you don’t drink the real stuff, we can offer lager or wine. If you are driving we 
have plenty of soft drinks, which will also suit the younger generation. 
For full details please see our advert.
We hope to make this year even better than the previous 6!!
Remember this event is to raise money for the continued improvement 
of the hall and especially the carpark.

Eaton Bray 7th Beer Festival

Finally, a number of us attended the Group Meeting at Cheddington, when we were 
treated to some historical anecdotes by a lady who acts as a guide during tours of 
London.
Val Harris

I am angry, I am cross,
Why me? I’m at a loss,
To explain the reason
I’m racking my brain,

What did I do to be in so much pain?
I exercised regularly, ate all my greens,

Didn’t drink, didn’t smoke, 
(except in my teens)

Had three healthy children
who’ve children of their own.

All I do now is just sit and groan.
It hurts to stand, it hurts to lie down,

The pain’s in my leg, my ankle, my toe,
The cause is a disc in my backbone

Yet it’s the only part the pain leaves alone.
The solutions an op, so there’s a way to go
Before I’m pain free, here’s hoping it’s so.

(the operation took place in May 2006)

Update on 11th April 2010
I really was in a mess,

Couldn’t drive, couldn’t garden
I truly wasn’t happy you can guess.

I’m no longer in pain,
the operation a success,

I beg everyone’s pardon for being a pain
I truly am happy again.

I came across this jotting when I was 
doing some much needed turning out, the 
coincidence of the date, made me get on my 
computer and update the ‘poem’.
Anon

Th oughts on 11th April 2006
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:

  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Mick and Denise Garrod
Proprietors

Offer your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service

Purpose-built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with
outdoor exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

WELLHEAD BUNGALOWS,
TRING ROAD,
DUNSTABLE,
BEDS LU6 2JU
TELEPHONE:
(01582) 665343
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GRASS ROOTS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS
(Fully insured)

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb)
01525 221960

Moren Associates Limited
Virtual administrative support to 
businesses & private individuals

Word processing
Spreadsheets

Desktop publishing
Presentations

Typing
and more...

Tel: 01525 229695
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk
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Some comments from our recent Ofsted report (Jan 09):

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.

Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 
environment . . .

Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 
learning and to think critically.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:30 – 
12:00 for children aged 2½ to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

A Spot of Bother by Mark Haddon

Mark Haddon’s fi rst novel, ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’ won 
the Booker prize and had been read and enjoyed by most members of our group. 
Consequently our expectations of his second book, ‘A Spot of Bother’ were rather high.
The story concerns George and his family. At fi rst glance, an ordinary family in the 
throes of an unexceptional situation: a family wedding. But, as the book progresses, each 
member of the family proves to be in a personal crisis, thus adding to the chaos of the 
forward planning of the wedding.
George, the head of the family, is newly retired and terrifi ed of what appears to be a 
aimless existence stretching ahead. He discovers his ‘spot of bother,’ a lesion on his thigh 
which he wrongly assumes to be cancerous. This promotes thoughts of, and fear of death, 
triggering a breakdown. Around him, his family concentrating on their own concerns, are 
blissfully unaware of his trauma. His daughter is worried about her choice of groom. His 
wife is being unfaithful with one of his ex colleagues and his son hesitates to bring his 
boyfriend to the wedding, unsure how that will be received.
A Spot of Bother is darkly funny. It is very easy to read and at fi rst seems lightweight, 
with short chapters and switches of viewpoint. As you read on, however, there are many 
observations of family life that are sharp and ring very true. The book deals with mental 
breakdown and homosexuality and raises a lot of social issues. We thought it a good 
book for a group to read and discuss. Most of our members rated it highly: although not 
as highly as Mark Haddon’s debut novel.

Edlesborough Book Group
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Villa on Silver Coast
Portugal

Located in the coastal village of Foz 
do Arelho, 50 mins North of Lisbon, 
our brand new villa is a short walking 
distance to village centre, beach & 
lagoon.
• 3 dble bedrooms, 2 en-suite, 1 bath, 

sleeps 6-8, shared pool with 3 other 
villas

• Local watersports/sailing centre, 
horse riding, golf, cultural places of 
interest

• Direct fl ights to Lisbon on Easyjet, 
BMI, BA,TAP

• Peak season £750/wk
• Tel: Robert 01525 378697 Email: 

silvercoastvilla@ntlworld.com

Anarita
 Near Paphos Cyprus 

Recently built luxury villa. 10 mins 
from airport and 15 mins from Paphos 
town.

•  Three double /twin bedrooms
•  Two bathrooms
•  Fully equipped kitchen
•  Lounge/diner with sky tv/dvd player
•  Air-con in all rooms
•  Own pool and garden

Beautifully situated in Anarita village, 
with 2 tavernas, supermarket and bars

Contact Nicky 07980 735955 or 
email nicky.corehealth@virgin.net 
for brochure and details

HOLIDAY LETS

HOLIDAY LET

EXCHANGE & MART

FOR SALE

Two Ercol Windsor easy chairs 
with Cream & Green covers

Off ers

Jackie Smith, 

4, Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Tel 01442 843104

FREE TO COLLECTOR

Blue double sofabed, as new

Hardly used as too big for room

7, Huntsmans Close, Dagnall

Tel: 01442 842502
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JMC PEST CONTROL
Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com

G

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving
Shingle Drives • Paths • Slabs
Paving • Steps • Gardenwalls

New Patios • Relaying
Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice
References

www.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring Garry
01582 477568

Mobile
07949 118011

THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

S.M. REILLY & SON
Established 1987

GENERAL BUILDERS

Extension Specialists

Tel: 01525 221740
Mobile: 07970 637511

Plastic Fascia & Soffi  t – Double Glazing
Windows  –  Doors -  Conservatories

Decorating  -  Drives  -  Porches
Barn conversions  -  Roofi ng

A friendly, reliable service

Painting & Decorating

Gardening

Any other odd jobs!

Local references available

Marc Flack
Decorating & General

Maintenance

No job is too small!
10 Wivelsfi eld, Eaton Bray

01525 223166
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Wendy Clark Costumes
Dressmaking Services

Bridal, Evening, Prom Dresses etc
Historical-Theatrical Costume

Alterations

Call Wendy on 
07908 828414 (Edlesborough)

www.wendy-clark.co.uk
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Dagnall School
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school

For 4-7 year olds

‘Dagnall School provides a happy and safe environment.  The children are 
always involved in lots of activities that make learning interesting and 
enjoyable.  My child is very happy here‛  Quote from a parent during 

our recent Ofsted inspection. (June 2008)

This is a good school.  Pupils make good progress and their personal 
development is outstanding.  Standards are well above average in 

reading, writing and mathematics (Ofsted June 2008)

 Dagnall school offers

• small classes
• a broad and interesting curriculum
• a wide range of extra curricular opportunities 
• excellent care and support
• a school that has excellent community links 

Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to 
attend?  Then come and visit us and meet our lovely children and 

dedicated staff.
                          

Website: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      
E-mail: offi ce@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      Tel & Fax: 01442 842473  



61

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01525 221877/01442 269565

26 School  Lane, Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 2DT
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGNBUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERINGSTRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

ALAN BARNARD

HOME REPAIRS
KITCHENS  BATHROOMS

DOORS AND WINDOWS

DECORATING  PLUMBING

VENT HOLES CUT IN WALLS

NO JOB TOO SMALL  EST 1967

01582 609726

07774 247658

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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VANSAR BLINDS
Domestic and Commercial Specialists

In All Types of Blinds and Awnings

Local Family Business est. since 1984

 ♦  Vertical    
 ♦  Venetian                         
 ♦  Rollers    
 ♦  Wood Weave   
 ♦  Roman    
 ♦  Pleated    
 ♦  Wood Venetian            
 ♦  Conservatory Blinds         
 ♦  Patio Awnings

For a Friendly & Reliable Service
Free Measuring and Quotations

Supply and Fitting
Contact Mark Allen

on
01525-220477
07711 257473

www.vansarblinds.co.uk
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Weddings  *  Birthdays  *  Anniversaries 
Funerals  *  Social Functions  *  Balloons 

Corporate Contracts  *  Fashion  Jewellery   
and much more …

For all your fl oral requirements
come and talk to us

Local, national and international deliveries

Full Efl orist member

Opening Times
Monday – Friday 9.30 am – 4.30 pm
Saturday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm
Sunday closed

2 High Street, Edlesborough, Beds, LU6 2HS
Tel. 01525 221920

Email: Sam@budsofmayfl orist.co.uk

+
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barbcarpets.co.uk

Fitted and 

free-standing 

furniture

 Also every type of joinery

Whatever budget we aim to please

ASTON CLINTON INTERIORS
14 LONDON RD, ASTON CLINTON, BUCKS | 01296 633334

Visit our website at www.aston-interiors.co.uk

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 4.30pm, Sunday 10am - 3pm
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Ouzel Landscapes
Specialists in Landscape Construction and Garden Maintenance

Professional and qualifi ed landscaping company
As a company we specialise in:

In fact we can under take most work in the garden and we are fully insured
Contact us on:

01525 221037 info@ouzellandscapes.vpweb.co.uk 07800888120
www.ouzellandscapes.vpweb.co.uk

Free estimates and advice                        Portfolio available

Landscaping
• Design 
• Paving
• Planting
• Turfi ng 
• Decking 
• Sleeper retaining walls
• Fencing 
• Pergolas, arbours etc. 
• Water features and ponds

Garden maintenance
• Grass cutting 
• Hedge cutting
• Bed and boarder maintenance
• Leaf clearances
• General tidies
• Specialist lawn maintenance 
• Pressure washing

ICKNIELD
VETERINARY

GROUP
Caring for your animals
as if they were our own

25 Princes Street, DUNSTABLE
Bedfordshire, LU6 3AS

01582 471177

Car park available for client use

EQUINE CLINIC
AT

Chestnut Lodge, Leighton Road, 
BILLINGTON

Leighton Buzzard
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London Marathon and John O’Groats to Lands End Cycle Challenge
My future son-in-law, Mark Bastick will be 
running the London Marathon on 25th April and 
the next day will be cycling from John O’Groats 
to Lands End, hoping to complete within 2 weeks, 
cycling approx 80miles per day!!
Mark is running and cycling for The Iain Rennie 
Hospice in memory of a very dear friend of 
ours. Mark has fully funded both events and all 
sponsorship money will go straight to Iain Rennie.

Please Support Iain Rennie

Spring into Spring!

It’s that time of year again when there is 
a notable increase in the activity of the 
Great British Runner matched only on a 
year to year basis by the Pre-Wimbledon 
fever that sees the local tennis Courts 
packed with enthusiasts!
Running or walking bring all kinds of 
gains from improved fi tness to feeling 
positive, as the feel good chemicals kick 
in and let us not forget that satisfaction 
of achievement. Plus some of the running 
gear looks pretty cool too!
At the risk of stating the obvious though, 
when it comes to running, your feet are 
the most important asset for your success, 
in more ways than you think. 
Take the big toe, for example, it likes 
to have freedom to bend up and down 
against the long bone just behind it. When 
it doesn’t, it can contribute to back ache 
and other pains in the lower limb.  

Inside the ankle is a bone that takes all 
the twists and turns of the foot and passes 
them up the leg. It too, can get stuck and 
make us feel that things just seem a “bit 
stiffer” or may contribute to muscles 
functioning poorly. They all affect smooth 
running.
A Podiatrist or Physiotherapist can check 
your running/ walking pattern to make 
sure you are using your feet correctly. 
They can advise on appropriate exercise, 
mobilise stiff joints and tight muscle 
tissue or suggest customised insoles/
orthotics to assist you in gaining smooth, 
injury- free, motion. Of course, corns, 
callouses, nail problems and blisters can 
create havoc with your running too and 
that is where a chiropodist can help.
So book an 
appointment with 
your local foot 
team today and 
put the spring 
back into your 
step!

For special offers contact: 
St Judes Clinic 

 Tel: 01525 377751 or e-mail: 
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com.

www.stjudesclinic.com
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If you would like to sponsor Mark you can do so online at:
www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/markbastick or email markbastick@hotmail.com or 
kathybovington@hotmail.com
Marks mobile no. is 07766302646 if you prefer to call or Kathy’s tel no 01442 842796 
or 07790537032 to pledge your support.
By the time you read this article Mark will have completed the Marathon and be in 

the middle of the cycling. It’s not to late to sponsor 
him and would give him the extra push he would need 
right now to keep going if I could tell him that people 
are still sponsoring him.
All donations however small would be very very 
welcome.
Thank you for taking the time to read this article and 
I will update you on the amount Mark raised and how 
things went in a future issue of Focus.
Best wishes
Kathy Bovington (on behalf of Mark Bastick and Iain 
Rennie)

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com
CARNIVAL  3rd July 2010

The Carnival will soon be upon us once again, here are a few 
bullet points to make sure you don’t miss out!

• The Carnival theme for this year is – “Inventions” – So come and join the 
procession as anything associated with Inventions and Inventiveness; let your 
imagination run wild. 

• Decorate your house as part of the Carnival Theme and brighten the route as the 
procession makes its way through the villages. 

• Can you provide any help to the carnival? 
For example:

• Prizes, of any sort, for the various raffl e and tombola stalls. 
• Items for the silent auction. 
• Can you assist with transport or provide the use of a lorry or van? 
• Can YOU provide help on the day of the carnival at any of the many charity 

stalls, even for a few hours? 
• Contact Gordon Gray on 01525 220136
• Charity Stalls - If you want to book a charity stall at the Carnival, call Chris 

Banks on 01525 221556. 
• Classic Cars - If you have a classic car you would like to dust off for all our 

pleasure, call Roger Wilkinson on 01525 221137.
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Crinkles Ironing Service
Professional and efficient.

Free collection and 
delivery from home 
or work place.

Call Karen on 07821 068 071

Or email: 
k_west2@sky.com

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Phobias
• Exam, Test & Performance
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confi dence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Addictions 
• Many other areas!

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 401971
www.hypnotherapyforyou.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, BA(Hons), MIPD.

NORTHALL
Home from Home Childcare

OFSTED registered

Warm, Caring, Clean, Safe and Stimulating Childcare 
We enjoy lots of  activities including nature walks, visits 
to the park, library, local groups, mother and toddler etc.  
picnics and days out. Good variety of  stimulating indoor 
and outdoor toys. I organise weekly activities to support 

each child’s development skills.
Home cooked meals  * Local school drop off  and pick ups 

School holiday temporary contracts * Flexible hours

For more information, please call:
Lisa on 01525 221730 or 07792 937536
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
9-15 May 2010 A WAY WE CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

Ever wondered why we do Christian Aid Week? Here are some good reasons why we 
are involved ……
1. Around 300,000 volunteers give their time to deliver envelopes door to door and 

put on events. We are part of this movement for change.
2. We are joining with more than 20,000 churches in an unparalleled act of Christian 

witness to our communities – showing we care about justice and poor people.
3. In over 50 years Christian Aid has grown an amazing heritage, together with over 

600 partners in over 50 countries, fi ghting the scandal of poverty. 
4. Christian Aid has a vision – an end to poverty. By being part of this week we’re 

not only funding life-changing projects, we’re helping tackle the root causes of 
poverty – helping too change the world for good.

5. Money for nothing! Every taxpayer who signs a Gift Aid declaration, on an 
envelope, is giving Christian Aid 28% extra – making even more development 
work possible in the world’s poorest countries.

6. Christian Aid has successfully campaigned on ‘dropping the debt’ reform and trade 
justice. Christian Aid week helps world – wide structural change to take place.

POVERTY – LET’S END IT !

Christian Aid
A big thank you to all 
our collectors – who 

really try to cover all of 
our streets and roads.

However, if you are 
missed and would like 
to contribute please 
contact Catherine 

Hayden EB 220527, 
or Richard Stroud EB 
221086, who will be 
happy to collect any 

envelopes.

Christian Aid

Concert

Yes we are 
back!

See you on the 16th 
June, 2010, at 7pm

Where?
At St Mary’s
Eaton Bray
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The Northall Heron
Oh, what has happened to my poor pond fi sh?
They have become the Northall Heron’s dish
He fl ies over the gardens like a big brave boy

Looking for minnows, gold fi sh and Koi.
When he spies the pond of his delight,

It’s fi sh, no chips for him tonight.
What shall we do with this garden chancer?

This very handsome Northall Harnser
                                         Countryman



Dagnall Alpacas
Photo taken by John Hockey

Deer at Ashridge
Photo taken by Linda Postawa
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ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)

   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION
DELIVERY SERVICE 

SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com



75

Dunstable Decor/
 DIY Services

A Friendly, Courteous & Reliable 

Service From A Local Home Owner

• All General DIY Tasks
•Decorating specialist

•Laminate Flooring
•Garden Duties
•Powerwashing

Free Quotes    Fully insured
References available

  All work to highest standards!

Home 01582 700944
Mobile 07745 979276

Borrowdale Ave, SW Dunstable



76

This preparatory day and boarding school for boys and
girls aged 4 to 13 years provides a happy environment
where children flourish and reach their full potential.

The nearby, newly extended
 at Little Cheverells welcomes children from

2½ years.
Provision for early years education was recently rated "outstanding" (Ofsted).

The broad, balanced curriculum has produced an impressive record of exam success
and scholarships to senior schools. There's a wide range of stimulating extra-
curricular activities, excursions, fine sports facilities and excellent provision for music.

Open mornings in 2010 are on ,  and  but the
Headmaster is always pleased to meet parents and prospective pupils.

Please  email the Registrar:   or call
  for a prospectus, to register for an open morning, to arrange a visit to

the Montessori or the main school, or to find out about the scholarships and bursaries
available for Year 7 entry.

For more information please visit our website:

SCHOOLBeechwood  Park

www.pet365.co.uk

Tel: 0845 604 6462
Whatever Your Pet Needs

Whenever You Need It

Pet Food and Supplies

Leads, Collars and Bedding

Toys and Grooming Products

Small Animal Cages & Accessories

FREE Delivery to the 4 Villages
(Use Voucher Code ʻFocusʼ)
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Hughes & Carty
Groundworks & Civil Engineering

Specialists in all types of work including:

• Local Authority approved

• Over 20 years experience

• All work guaranteed

Contact us for prompt site visit
and free quote

Mobile: 07843 307428Mobile: 07843 307428
Landline: 01582 477761Landline: 01582 477761

Email: hughescarty@talktalk.netEmail: hughescarty@talktalk.net

G O L D S TR
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Need help with your 
general property maintenance?

Want someone local, experienced and reliable?  
 Plaster/dry lining & repairing walls and ceilings

 Painting & decorating

 Plumbing

 Kitchens & bathrooms (including tiling walls & 
fl oors)

 Carpentry (inc. staircases & fl ooring)

 Gardening, patios and decking

 Erecting fl at packs, rails, poles & shelving

For advice and a FREE no obligation quote, 
call Steve on 07734 962464 or 01296 682162

Show your biggest asset a little love ……

Marsh Farm
Bed & Breakfast

Comfortable farmhouse accommodation
En-suite, TV, tea/coffee, fridge etc

Ledgemore Lane
Great Gaddesden
Herts  HP2 6HA
Tel: 01442 252517
Nicky & Jon Bennett-Baggs
nicky@bennett-baggs.com
www.marshfarm.org.uk

• Foundations
• Driveways
• Kerbwork
• Block paving
• Tarmacadam

• Excavations
• Drainage
• Roads
• Car Parks

Martini
Ristorante Italiano

Authentic home cooking
Classic Italian atmosphere

Light lunch menu

19-21 Hockliffe St
 Leighton Buzzard

Beds LU7 1EZ
Tel 01525 853796
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March has been another month of contrasting conditions, with the fi rst half of the 
month cold and dry with 9 days below zero, down as low as –6.4ºc and by the 18th of 
the month we had only had 3mm of rain. The second half of the month the spring came 
with temperatures of 17.5ºc and with the warmer air from the southwest the barometer 
dropped and we had rain every day for the rest of the month. 
The Dagnall weather station is now live on the web with 15 minute updates from 
approx 0800-2200 hours each day. http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/dagnallweather.
If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: davidgkillick@
tiscali.co.uk

Weather Conditions for March 2010
Elevation: 450 ft – Latitude: 510 50’ 13” North  - Longitude:  00 33’ 34” West

Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)

March 2010
Barometer showing the pressure dropping & Rain fall
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Are you a good listener, non-judgmental and willing to help others? If so you are 
needed to become a Samaritan and help provide confi dential emotional support to 
anyone feeling down or distressed, including those who may be feeling suicidal.
Samaritans of Luton, South Beds & Harpenden will be holding their next Introductory 
Day at their Luton HQ at 33 Cardiff Road on Sunday 21st March. The day will start 
at 10.30 and last until mid-afternoon, and will include details of what it means to be a 
volunteer and the training involved. Please bring a packed lunch.
The most important thing is to be someone who can listen without prejudice. This 
might be a skill you don’t know you possess. The only other thing we ask is that you 
do not judge people; we aim to be there for anyone who needs someone to talk to, on 
the phone, by email or even face to face.
One volunteer describes it like this.
“I like the idea of ‘creating a space’ from the moment we lift the phone, or at the door 
when we say “Hello, how are you doing?” That space isn’t a physical space, it’s an 
emotional space and it is a safe place for the caller to begin to discuss their feelings for 
as long as they need.
Because we do so in a non-judgemental way and give no advice, this is a very special 
space that has been created for the caller. How many other organisations do this? This 
is our uniqueness if you like and something we can 
promote in confi dence.”
We welcome people from all walks of life, and we 
have disabled access for wheelchair users.
Anyone over 18 who can commit to one shift a 
week, and one night shift a month is urged to attend.
It might just change someone’s life - your own.
For more details phone 01582 720666, or email 
luton.publicity@samaritanseast.org.uk.

Are You Listening, We Need You!

Well I returned from my training weekend to Snowdonia safely and in one piece - my 
fi tness levels I’m glad to say were fi ne in the end... the only disappointment being 
that we were unable to climb Snowdon itself. Snow levels would have meant using 
crampons and ice axes to reach the summit - understandably it would have been 
irresponsible for all us novices to have attempted that! So here’s the alternative route 
for anyone interested: Saturday started at Rhyd Ddu Walked up Y Garn – 633m, onto 
Mynydd Drws-y-coed – 695m, onto Trum y Ddysgl – 709m. Totals: distance trekked 
approx 9km, height gain of 580m. Sunday started at Gelliago Walked up to the summit 
of Cnicht – 689m. Totals: distance trekked approx 6.5km, height gain of 550m.
Less than a week later and the news broke of “Heightening of Activity” http://www.
icelandreview.com/icelandreview/ perhaps a bit too much volcanic activity for some 
(I thought “great, how exciting”) I then spent probably far too long monitoring the 
situation with my fi ngers crossed for the trip in July.
Unfortunately the original booking for my trip fell through (not because of the 
volcanic activity, I hasten to add...) so a lot of my “spare” time has been spent fi nding 

“Activity” - Iceland 2010
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alternatives. I’ve now booked a slightly shorter trip to Iceland: (but am able to travel 
later in July therefore requiring less term-time absenteeism:) There shall be no affect 
upon the total raised for IRHH.
Morale as you may well imagine has been at times pretty low over the last 2 or 3 
weeks so in a valiant effort to salvage some training purpose I signed up for the Iain 
Rennie Hospice at Home Goodnight Walk 
2010 which will take place on Saturday 
19th June at midnight. Maybe I shall meet 
some of you there.
Thank you to Ashton Middle School pupils 
and staff for the “Mufty”, total donated to 
follow.
Donations gratefully received on http://
www.justgiving.com/janetickell where the 
most up to date total can also be found - 
Thank you Jane

For a large gathering, there are very few houses indeed with dining rooms 
large enough to seat all your friends for a formal plated meal, so a buffet is 
often an excellent alternative. The key to making your buffet a success is 
to have easy to serve food (cold dishes would be the easiest) and to present 

it with some creativity. So here are a few tips to consider for your next event: 
1. If possible, set the buffet table up in the middle of the room, so guests can access 

the food from both sides. This will help with the fl ow of traffi c and decrease the 
serving time (you do want your guests to talk to one another rather than queue).

2. Try to create as many levels as possible on your buffet table. This is visually 
more pleasing to the eye than a plain fl at surface. You do not need formal stands. 
Kitchen bowls, garden pots (clean obviously!) or any sturdy alternative can be 
covered with elegant linens, on which the dishes are then placed.

3. When using different heights, place non-dangerous items such as the bread basket 
or the salads on the higher levels. 

4. Try to have a table that is as colourful as possible. Not all the china needs to match 
and seasonal fl owers in small vases are always very attractive. 

5. Place items in a logical order: fi rst the plates, then main course followed by relishes 
then the napkins and cutlery. This way people have a hand free before they collect 
the cutlery.

6. If you have enough space, plan a different table for the glasses. Towards the end 
of the meal, when guests have all helped themselves to a drink, that table can also 
be used to serve the dessert. 

7. Finally and it might seem trivial, don’t forget to have a serving implement for 
every dish!  

Bon appétit.
Pascale, The Little Dagnall Catering Company, www.dagnallcatering.co.uk, 01442 
842 857 

Table Corner

STILL WANTED PLEASE 
Temporary loan of

Manual treadmill
for Charity Trek training &

fund raising event(s)
in June & July for IRHH

Please contact me on
01525221204

or jane.tickell@live.co.uk
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Salvation Sound - May 2010

The Salvation Army, Booth Place
Weekly Activities

Sunday
‘Footprints’ (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Family Worship
3rd Sunday in month 10.30am
Songs of Praise
3rd Sunday in month 4pm
Monday
‘Champion’s Challenge’ Club
(Age 5 - 9 yrs) 5.30-6.30pm
Junior Club (age 9+)
(Term time only) 6.45-7.45pm
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
Once A Fortnight 10.00 - 12 Noon
Songster and band practice 7.30 - 9.00 p.m.
Wednesday
Home League (Ladies Meeting)  2.30-3.30pm
Weekly Bible Study 7.30pm
Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group 
(Term time only) 9.30-11.30am
Thursday Evening
Ladies Fellowship 
Last Thursday in every month 7.45pm
For further details please telephone Captains 
Linda and Ray Charlton 01525 221156

In the centre of the garden stood a sundial, looking at it one could see writing around 
the dial, the message was, “I count only the bright hours”.
Life is made up of many shades of feeling, when the sun shines it makes us feel happy, 
and more able to complete our daily tasks, but dull days bring lethargy, depression, 
restlessness. Some of us are experts at grumbling! Maybe that is because nothing is 
easier than fi nding fault. We, perhaps look at people and fi nd fault with those who have 
erred and yet never remember our own weaknesses and failings.
What a pity it is that we cannot look at Jesus’ beauty and be more like him. We like to 
remember the past when in summer the sun always seemed to shine, with the coming 
of Easter it was always warm enough for white ankle socks, sandals, summer dresses, 
and straw hats. A healthy diet, plenty of exercise, sound sleep, early rising, early to bed, 
no worries, made life seem like one long blessing; but there must have been rainy days.
As we grow older we realise that life is not always beautiful, sorrow and sadness come 
to us and we have to fi nd an inner strength to help us through the days; that strength 
which comes from God.
Memories then should be of sunshine and showers, we need both to help us to grow. Are 
we inclined to protest when the rain drips 
from our umbrellas day after day? Will 
we complain when the sun beats down 
mercilessly and our lawns turn brown? 
Well, probably, yes, but just remember 
that this is God’s world and seasons of 
renewing and rebirth are necessary for 
the happiness of all mankind.

“Praise with elation,
Praise every morning
God’s re-creation
of the new day”.

There are times when we feel that life 
has given us too many hurts. How often 
have we stumbled, questioned? These 
things try our patience and our faith 
too! but sometimes we need this sort of 
thing to happen; slowly as we overcome 
each shadow in our lives we can look 
back and see the guiding hand of God, 
the One who holds His children in the 
hollow of His hand.
“Make no mistake about this... all we are 
given is good.”
James 1 : 16, 17. Moffatt.
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